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THE LATEsT NEWs FROM THE HEART AND sOuL OF sAN FRANcIscO

“We’re very happy with the 
results from The New Fillmore. 
I like being associated with such 
a quality neighborhood paper.”

— Janet Moyer Landscaping

n	 circulates to all 20,000 homes in Pacific heights,
 the Fillmore and Japantown.

n	 Targets a diverse and desirable demographic.

n	 Under new leadership and totally focused on 
 one of san Francisco’s most vibrant areas.

 n	 Pacific heights is the second-wealthiest neighborhood in the U.s.
 n	 Fillmore Jazz District keeps the musical legacy alive.
 n	 Japantown is one of three surviving in the United states.
 n	 home to the city’s finest shopping, dining and entertainment.

A  relief fund established in Japan-
town to help victims of the earth-
quake and tsunami in Japan earlier 

this year has raised more than $4 million 
from 12,000 donors, including many local 
individuals and businesses.

Already the funds have been used to 
build two shelters and three day care cen-
ters in northern Japan and to help provide 
medical and mental health care.

“We are absolutely overwhelmed by the 
response to our fundraising campaign,” said 
Paul Osaki, executive director of the Japa-
nese Cultural and Community Center of 
Northern California in Japantown, which 
organized the effort. He said that 100 per-
cent of all donations are going to help the 
recovery in Japan.

Osaki moved quickly to begin organiz-
ing a relief effort after the earthquake and 
tsunami struck 
on March 11.

“We really 
felt it was our 
responsibility as 
Japanese Amer-
icans to do this,” 
he said.

He had 
experience to 
draw on from 
1995, when his 
o rgan i z a t i on 
helped raise 
$600,000 to aid 
the victims of 
the Kobe earth-
quake, which 
killed more than 
6,000 people.

“This disas-
ter is even big-
ger,” Osaki said. 
The death toll 
could reach 20,000, and more than 12,000 
others were evacuated after the earthquake, 
tsunami and the nuclear meltdown that 
followed. The Japanese government esti-
mates it will cost $300 billion to repair and 
rebuild the area.

Osaki plans to keep the relief fund 
operating at least through the anniversary 
of the earthquake in March. To learn more 
about the effort or to contribute, call 529-
1322 or visit kokoro4japan.org.
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Touched by an Angel
Off the beaten path in the jazz district, Fat Angel caters to locals

By James DeKoven 

On a recent moonlit night in the neighborhood, 
darkness having descended much earlier than only 
a few weeks before, some friends were at my place 

sipping cocktails and examining life’s more contentious 
issues: individualism versus conformity, true love, the 
meaning of life. It was all rather intense. 

When I tried to lighten the mood by asking who’s better 
— Marvin Gaye, Otis Redding or Smokey Robinson — I 
kind of killed the energy of the conversation. So I changed 

the subject again and suggested we continue the party at 
Fat Angel.

You might know Fat Angel, an off the beaten path cafe 
in the Fillmore Jazz District tucked away around the corner 
at 1740 O’Farrell Street. If you’ve spent any time in Paris, 
you’ll be familiar with the Fat Angel aesthetic: dim lighting 
by candles and chandeliers, a marble bar, worn hardwood 
floors, a space filled with people and lively discussion yet 
somehow retaining an intimate ambiance. As with those 
Parisian cafes, most newcomers don’t necessarily seek out 
Fat Angel. They discover it by chance. TO PAGE 10 u
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Japantown
Earthquake
Relief Effort
a Big Success
$4 million raised, with all
proceeds going to Japan

earthquake relief 
tote bags and a set 
of 12 holiday cards 
featuring drawings by 
Japanese youth and 
seniors are available 
for $35 in Japantown 
at 1840 Sutter Street 
or by calling 567-5505.

n  FUNDRAISER


