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More Fashion
on Fillmore;
Food, Drink
on Divisadero
New businesses lining up
for neighborhood spots

A s other businesses are crowded 
off  the prime blocks of Fillmore 
Street by an infl ux of new fashion 

boutiques willing to pay ever-higher rents, 
upper Divisadero is becoming a mecca for 
new eating and drinking establishments.

In recent months one of the city’s most 
popular and highly lauded new bakeries, 
b. patisserie, established itself around the 
corner from Divisadero at 2821 California 
Street in a stretch of popular eateries. Th e 
new Wild Hare tavern has taken over the 
high-visibility corner of California and 
Divisadero where Solstice once held forth.

Now comes word that the shuttered spot 
one block south at the corner of Pine and 
Divisadero, long the domain of Frankie’s 
Bohemian Cafe, will be reborn this month 
as the Presidio Pizza Company, off ering 
three kinds of thin and thick crust pies. 
In addition to a 
remodeled dining 
room fronting on 
Divisadero, there 
will be a new 
take-out window 
on Pine Street.

More busi-
nesses and more 
customers will 
be coming to 
the area now 
that construc-
tion has begun 
on a mixed-use 
development on 
the southwest 
corner of Bush 
and Divisadero. Th e shuttered convalescent 
home on that corner was demolished last 
month and will be replaced by a six-story 
building with 84 residential units and nearly 
4,000 square feet of commercial space.

Meanwhile, on Fillmore Street, a new 
Ella Moss boutique has opened at 1913 
Fillmore, former home of the Design 
Within Reach mid-century modern fur-
niture showroom. Th e Kooples, a global 
chain of French fashion boutiques now 
expanding into the U.S., has signed a lease 
at 2241 Fillmore beside the Clay Th eater. 
And the New York-based Rag & Bone 
fashion label is preparing to go before the 
Planning Commission to seek permission 
to open in the former Royal Ground coff ee 
shop at Fillmore and California.

An artistic business

Kristen van Diggelin had her sights set on becoming a respected painter when she 

moved to the neighborhood six years ago to study at the San Francisco Art Institute. 

She found herself caught up in the artistic legacy of a historic Fillmore Street address 

— and now has launched a new line of handmade ceramics.  

“MADE LOCALLY AND BEAUTIFULLY”  |  PAGE 11
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Wild Hare is a new 

neighborhood bar 

at Divisadero and 

California. PAGE 8
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Every month, 20,000 copies of the New Fillmore are delivered to homes and 

businesses in the Fillmore, Pacifi c Heights and Japantown. We thank you for 

your support and encouragement and welcome your ideas and suggestions.

newfi llmore.com | updates, videos and an archive of back issues

Artisan apparel for nomads and romantics
2326 Fillmore St.  •  415.513.1559

Boston  •  San Francisco  •  Chicago  •  Washington, DC 
Kansas City  •  Santa Fe  •  London 

peruvianconnection.com

www.sfbach.org
 855-4SF-BACH (855-473-2224)

$10–$35 (Youth to 18 Free)

Fillmore neighbors: use “fillmorecarols” 
for $2 off Gen A/B at checkout

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 8PM/ SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 4PM
Calvary Presbyterian Church, Fillmore & Jackson, SF

IN DULCI JUBILO! A Candlelight Christmas

Works for multiple choirs by Praetorius, Hassler, 
Gallus, and Byrd; Biber’s “Annunciation” violin sonata 
by Elizabeth Blumenstock; candlelit choirs sing carols 
surrounding the audience. With the SFBC Baroque 
Ensemble and the festive sound of sackbuts  
    — A SAN FRANCISCO HOLIDAY TRADITION



F I L L M O R E
H O L I D A Y  S T R O L L

T I C K E T S :  1 0 F I L L M O R E H O L I D AY. E V E N T B R I T E . C O M

$ 3 8 0 0  O F  F A B U L O U S  R A F F L E  P R I Z E S 
L I V E  J A Z Z ,  W I N E  T A S T I N G S  &  H O L I D A Y  T R E A T S

P R O C E E D S  B E N E F I T  T H E  W O M E N ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  C L I N I C

S A T  D E C  7 T H  1 - 6 P M     S T A R T  A T  K I E H L ’ S
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2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    Free Parking    (415) 567-7824   

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

Weekday Masses:  
6:30 & 8:00 am; 5:30 pm 

Morning Prayer: 7:15 am (weekdays);  8:00 am (Saturday) 
Evening Prayer: 5:00 pm (daily)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Mondays & Wednesdays: 8:30 am & 6:00 pm    First Fridays: 9:00 pm (Sign-up required)

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday evening: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 7:30 am (Quiet), 9:30 am (Family), 11:30 am (Solemn) 

1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish), 5:30 pm (Contemporary music) 
   9:00 pm (Taizé music by candlelight)

t. Dominic’s warmly invites you to celebrate the Advent  
& Christmas Seasons in our beautiful church... 

www.stdominics.org

Come Join Our Advent Celebrations!

Come Join Our Christmas 2013 Celebrations!

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24 
Advent Mass: 8:00 am   

Christmas Eve Vigil Masses: 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm (Family Masses) 
11:15 pm Carol service followed by Solemn Mass at Midnight   

No confessions today

Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25 
Masses at 8:30 am (Parish Mass with Carols),  

11:00 am (Solemn Mass with Choral Music), 1:30 pm (en español)  
No confessions today and no Masses at 5:30 pm or 9:00 pm

Solemnity of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
Sunday, December 29  

Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm & 9:00 pm  
Vigil Mass on Saturday, December 28, 5:30 pm

New Year’s Eve Prayer Vigil 
Tuesday, December 31, 10:30 pm, Church Nave 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Wednesday, January 1, 2014 (A Holy Day of Obligation)  

Mass at 9:30 am  
Vigil Mass on Tuesday, December 31, 5:30 pm 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
Sunday, January 5, 2014 

Masses at 7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm, 5:30 pm & 9:00 pm 
Vigil Mass on Saturday, January 4, 5:30 pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration 
Sunday, December 8 

1:30 pm Mass (en español), Church Nave  
Reception follows in the Parish Hall

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception  
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 

Monday, December 9 
Masses at 6:30 am, 8:00 am, 5:30 pm 

Family Pageant & Las Posadas 
Sunday, December 15 
3:15 pm, Church Nave

Annual Christmas Concert 
Monday, December 16 
7:30 pm Church Nave,  

St. Dominic’s Solemn Mass Choir with strings & harp

Advent Reconciliation Service  
Thursday, December 19 

12:00 Noon – 2:00 pm & 7:00 – 9:00 pm, Church Nave

CRIME WATCH

Forgery
Van Ness Avenue and Jackson Street
October 15, 5:32 p.m.

Bank employees told dispatch that a 
woman was attempting to commit check 
fraud. When the police arrived they spoke 
with a teller, who said the woman showed 
him a false identifi cation card with her pic-
ture on it. He knew the account had been 
fl agged because its owner believed it had 
been compromised and someone was try-
ing to steal from it. While the woman was 
completing the withdrawal slip, employees 
called police. Th e teller tried to stall the 
woman, telling her he was going to the 
back to get the money. As police entered 
the bank the woman ran off , then was 
caught by the offi  cers; she scratched one 
offi  cer on his hand during a struggle. Th e 
offi  cers collected the video evidence and 
booked the suspect at county jail.

Theft from Unlocked Vehicle
Steiner Street and Broadway
October 22, 10:50 a.m. 

A French police offi  cer who was visiting 
San Francisco spotted a suspicious indi-
vidual walking along Broadway checking 
car doors. Th e man removed several items 
from an open jeep and stuff ed them under-
neath his clothing. Th e offi  cer called the 
local police and approached a park ranger, 
who detained the suspect. When offi  cers 
arrived they searched the man and found 
the stolen property. Th e owner of the jeep 
identifi ed the items the man was carrying 
as belonging to her. Th e suspect was booked 
at Northern Station.

Unlawful Entry, Burglary
Van Ness Avenue and Vallejo Street
October 25, 2:45 p.m.

A man whose apartment had been bur-

glarized watched the video footage numer-
ous times. Th ree days later, he spotted the 
fi lmed suspect wearing the distinct jacket 
he’d worn during the burglary. Th e man 
who had been robbed followed the suspect 
while calling 911. By the time the police 
arrived, he had lost sight of the suspected 
burglar, but an assisting offi  cer found the 
man. Th e caller identifi ed the suspect, and 
while being booked at Northern Station, a 
search revealed he was carrying a profes-
sional lock picking kit, a battery-operated 
saw and bolt cutters.

Burglary
Clay and Broderick Streets
October 25, 3:45 p.m.; October 28, 7 a.m.

On two diff erent days, a person broke 
into a home that was under construction, 
entering through an unlocked passageway. 
In both incidents, the intruder stole con-
struction tools from the site. Police had no 
immediate no suspects.

Public Drunkenness, Resisting Arrest
Geary Boulevard and Broderick Street
October 27, 3:50 a.m.

Th e driver of a rideshare vehicle called 
police to report that one of his passengers 
was drunk and making advances to him 
that made him uncomfortable. Th e man 
was dressed in a Julius Caesar costume 
and appeared extremely intoxicated. When 
an offi  cer asked him to exit the vehicle he 
responded, “Make me.” Th e costumed man 
then pushed open the passenger door, strik-
ing the offi  cer. As additional police offi  cers 
arrived the man continued to struggle 
with them. When they eventually hand-
cuff ed him, he told an offi  cer to take them 
off  so they could “see who the tough one 
was.” Th e suspect was charged with public 
drunkenness and resisting arrest.

 LIFE. MADE EASY.

Ph: (415) 922-9402 
 Fx: (415) 922-1265

jetmailsf.com 
jetmailone@gmail.com

Monday-Friday 8-6
Saturday 9-5

Sunday Closed

2184 Sutter Street

[ at Pierce]
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Vehicle Burglary, Conspiracy
Van Ness Avenue and Hemlock Street
October 28, 6:15 p.m.

Plainclothes offi  cers received a call 
about an auto burglary. Th e witness gave a 
good description of the two male suspects’ 
clothing. Working together, one man had 
broken the car window and removed sev-
eral items while the second acted as a look-
out. Th e witness remained on the scene and 
watched the two until the police arrived to 
detain them. Th e owner of the car identi-
fi ed the stolen property as her own, and 
the two suspects were booked at Northern 
Station.

 
Theft from Building, Conspiracy
Pine Street and Van Ness Avenue
October 31, 8:40 p.m.

A woman eating dinner in a restau-
rant hung her purse on the back of her 
chair while she looked at the menu. A few 
minutes later she noticed the purse was 
gone. She told a waitress about the theft 
and then called the police.

Th e waitress reported some suspicious 
behavior: A woman had come in and scanned 
the menu, then abruptly put it down, saying 
she had changed her mind. As she went to 
the restroom, she bumped into the chair 
of the woman who lost her purse. As she 
exited the restaurant, the waitress and sev-
eral patrons watched her closely. Th e sus-
pect turned to them and said: “I didn’t take 
no purse. I didn’t take your stuff .”  

Th e restaurant manager told police 
he had seen the suspect carrying a purse 
matching the description of the stolen one 
and saw her getting into a car; he wrote 
down the license plate number. Offi  cers 
broadcast the license number and stopped 
the car. Th ey found the stolen purse inside 
the car and returned it to its owner. Th e 

suspect and her driver were booked at 
county jail.

Burglary
California and Divisadero Streets
November 5, 1 p.m.

A guest in an apartment left the prem-
ises to move his car, leaving the front door 
unlocked while he was gone — approxi-
mately 30 minutes. When he returned, his 
laptop computer, which he’d left on a couch, 
was missing. Th e matter was investigated.

 
Burglary, Probation Violation
Van Ness Avenue and O’Farrell Streets
November 9, 7 p.m.

Offi  cers boarding a 38-Geary bus saw a 
male rider leave abruptly when he spotted 
them. He was carrying two backpacks and 
a yellow bag. Th e offi  cers pursued him and 
asked for proof he had paid his fare, which 
he was unable to produce. Th ey then asked 
several times for his name and identifi ca-
tion, but he refused to comply. Th e offi  cers 
checked his backpack and found a wom-
an’s wallet inside, along with her ID and 
two laptops and two watches. Th e offi  cers 
determined that the property, along with a 
bicycle, had been stolen from the woman’s 
apartment by someone who had entered 
through the window. Th e suspect, who 
was on probation and had an outstanding 
warrant for burglary, was charged with the 
additional off enses. 

 
Theft 
Post and Steiner Streets
November 12, 10:30 a.m.

An unknown suspect entered an apart-
ment and took two iPads and a laptop. Th e 
police investigated and found no signs of 
forced entry into the building or the apart-
ment. Police had no immediate suspects.

 

VitaminExpress 2047 Fillmore Street (415) 922-3811  

1428 Irving Street (415) 564-8160  

Personalized service, top-quality products, health informa on, great prices. 
San Francisco family owned (24/7)  VitaminExpress.com or 1-800-500-0733 

®  

Super Holiday SALE! 

Here for You since 1982!  
Health is on its way, and here to stay! 

Our super low discounted prices  plus 
extra 15% Discount for $50.00  or more.* 

*12/26 to 12/31/2013 –no other discounts apply- 

Standard 5&10 Ace
Family owned & operated, offering solutions to your projects since 1939   

Visit Standard 5&10 Ace in Laurel Village,
Your Neighborhood One-Stop Holiday Shop!

3545 California Street · 415/751-5767 · www.Standard5n10.com
Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm  ·  Saturday-Sunday 9:00 am - 6:00 pm

$10 OFF
$10 off a $50 purchase at Standard 5&10 Ace, with this ad through 12/24/13.  

Discount not applicable on Weber Grills, Blue Rhino Propane, Clipper Cards, SF Parking Cards, Gift 
Cards, sale items, or other items as designated by Standard 5&10 Ace. No cash value.  

No stacking of discounts. Limit one coupon per customer. CASHIER: Use sku FILL10

FOREST BOOKS 
Quality Used & Rare Books 

 

Japantown Plaza | 1748 Buchanan Street
415-563-8302 | Open Daily Noon until 8 pm | forestbooks.net
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A little piece of France on Fillmore Street!
415-928-1300

2325 PINE ST @ FILLMORE

BÛCHE DE NOËL • RUSTIC PEAR & CRANBERRY TART
PECAN TART • CHOCOLATE POUNDCAKE

RUM RAISIN MACARON DE PARIS

SPECIAL ORDER YOUR

HOLIDAY TREATS

FOOD & DRINK

A Modern 
Taste of France
on Sacramento
A husband-and-wife team
launches an intimate bistro

Story & Photograph by Susie Biehler

The neighborhood has a classy and intimate new 
spot for dinner at 3228 Sacramento Street: Nico, 
a restaurant that refl ects the renaissance currently 

happening in Paris, where high profi le chefs are taking a 
step to the side and opening accessible bistros. 

Th e restaurant is named for classically French trained 
chef Nicolas Delaroque, who fell in love with San Fran-
cisco while vacationing here several years ago. Originally 
from Rueil-Malmaison, a town on the outskirts of Paris, 
he developed his passion for cooking as a teenager. He 
credits his mother as a major infl uence and also honed 
his food skills at a family friend’s butcher shop in Paris. 
And his pedigree includes working with such Bay Area 
masters as Dominique Crenn at Luce and David Kinch 
of Manresa.

■

Delaroque and his wife Andrea spent 18 months travel-
ing through Europe gathering ideas for the restaurant. She 
put her law practice on hold so the couple could launch 
their new venture together. She manages the business side 
and can also be seen at the restaurant nightly, expediting 
and greeting customers.

“My wife is the planner. I am the visual one,” says Nico-
las. “I go to the walk-in daily and stare at the goods and 

decide what will be on the menu that night. I have to see 
it to create it.”

Every day, the 32-year-old charismatic chef creates 
a “market driven” menu. He travels twice a week to his 
favorite farmers market in San Rafael, where he made a 
number of connections with local growers while working 
at the French favorite Le Garage in Sausalito. 

Accented with fresh herbs from a rooftop garden, the 

menu features bites, including goat cheese beignets and 
a petrale sole goujonette, priced at $9 and starters, such 
as parsnip soup with Dungeness crab, ranging from $11 
to $14. Main courses, from $22 to $24, include daily fi sh 
off erings, such as grenadier with fennel, snap peas and 
crustacean jus, pork belly with lentils and leg of lamb 
with butternut squash and kohlrabi. A selection of cheese 
($6 each) is followed by desserts ($8), which sometimes 
include a chocolate macaron with mousse and caramel.

■

Nico’s dining room seats 46, including six seats at the 
pewter bar, which is available for walk-ins to drink and 
dine. Th e simple room is crowned by a tin ceiling. Zero 
Ten Design, noted for its restaurant projects — includ-
ing the second location of Fillmore’s own Bun Mee at 
660 Market Street — designed the 3,000 square foot 
space.

In its early weeks, a diverse clientele of all ages has 
been drawn to the restaurant, which has a warm aura with 
mohair banquettes, a hickory fl oor, reclaimed oak tables 
from Black’s Farmwood in Marin and simple but comfort-
able walnut chairs. Interior designer Cathy Hurst scored 
two 18th century gates from France to add a whimsical 
element anchoring the entrance and the back of the res-
taurant.

Another draw is Nico’s selection of libations, spear-
headed by general manager Malcolm Brownson, a restau-
rant veteran from the Mina Group, Coi and Saison. Th e 
wine list includes 100 options — and a half or full glass 
option is off ered for wines that are paired with the daily 
menu. 

Special attention is given to bubbles, with the cork on a 
magnum of vintage Champagne popped every night.

 “Nico, Andrea and I all love champagne, so off ering 
it in a way that was both unique and celebratory was a 
priority,” says Brownson. “Champagne is diff erent when it 
is served from a larger format bottle. Th e amount of bottle 
surface the wine is in contact with enhances its fl avor. We 
wanted to highlight that — and what better way than to 
off er it from vintage years.”

“Daily I decide what will be on 
the menu that night.”

— NICOLAS DELAROQUE
chef and owner, with his wife Andrea, of Nico

The Elite Cafe
Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street   ◆   4 1 5 . 6 7 E L I T E
www.The Elite Cafe.com

MEXICAN CLASSICS

We love catering your fiestas! 

2401 California Street @ Fillmore

 
Become a Facebook fan. Search “Florio Cafe & Bar”

Tweet us!
twitter.com/floriosf 

1915 Fillmore Street • (415) 775-4300 • floriosf.com
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Come taste over 300 great products!

spiceace.com    415.885.3038    info@spiceace.com    

1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets)
Pacific Heights, San Francisco , CA 94115   

Spice Up Your Holidays!
We carry over 300 spices, herbs, salts, 

peppers, chiles, sugars, extracts, blends & 
gift sets from all over the world. We bring 

you the finest ingredients and variety 
possible, at affordable prices.

Custom Jewelry Designs 

 Jewelry & Watch Repair

Diamond Brokers

Buy and Appraise  
Jewelry & Estates 

2480 Sacramento (at Fillmore)  |  415-931-9100
sffinejewelry.com  |  elitefinejewelry@hotmail.com

ELITE
FINE JEWELRY

SERVING 

Mary’s Chicken, Chopped Salads,  

Brisket & a great selection of  

canned beers!

SUNNY BACK PATIO 

OPEN DAILY 

Sun  - Thur 11:30 - 9:30 

Fri & Sat 11:30 - 10:00

1963 SUTTER STREET AT FILLMORE  |  415.776.6783  |  Roostertailsf.com
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Find Your Smile at Our 
Faculty Dental Practice
Our expert faculty dentists offer comprehensive general dentistry and specialty 
services including prosthodontics, periodontics, oral surgery, endodontics and 
restorative dentistry. Services include check-ups and cleanings, cosmetic dentistry, 
crowns and bridges, extractions, fillings, periodontal therapy, root canals and 
more. Open Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Faculty Dental Practice
University of the Pacific
Arthur A. Dugoni School of Dentistry
2155 Webster Street (at Sacramento), 1st Floor
San Francisco, CA  94115

Now accepting appointments. Call 415.929.6524 or visit us online 
at dental.pacific.edu and click “Dental Services.”

DECEMBER HOURS
Mon - Sat 11  am - 6  pm    Sun 12   pm - 5  pm

Visit our Temporary Shop at Zonal Home Interiors 
568 Hayes Street (near Laguna) 

(Our Sutter St. location remains closed for renovation)

TIMELESS  TREASURES  
POPS UP in HAYES VALLEY !

415.290.4878

          

■ SALOONS | CHRIS BARNETT

New Face
in an

Old Place
Wild Hare settles in

at California and Divis

The classic neighborhood bar is 
an endangered species in our parts. 
While there is no shortage of 

drinking dens, most are either ear-splitting 
sports saloons or relegated to being parts of 
restaurants. 

But a new face in a familiar spot just 
might deliver the closest thing we have to 
the ideal neighborhood bar. Wild Hare is 
the latest libational hangout to occupy the 
big, airy, high-ceilinged space on the south-
west corner of California and Divisadero.

Th e address has been a saloon of some 
sort for the past 75 years, according to the 
landlord. He can call the roll back to the 
’60s, when San Francisco went psychedelic 
and the bar was known as the Pharmacy. 
From there, it morphed into the Old Wal-
dorf, Major Ponds, Rasselas (before a move 
to the Fillmore Jazz District) and then, 
until last March, Solstice.

Th e brains and bucks behind Wild Hare 
— three East Coast bred San Franciscans 
named Ben Bleiman, Duncan Ley and 
Mark DeVito — were wise enough not to 
unleash a squadron of wild-eyed decorators 
on the space. Th ey did add some whimsy 

and change out the tables, chairs and bar-
stools, installing a 15-foot long communal 
table, three shorter ones and a long counter 
along the open windows on the north side. 
Still, the carved wooden and beveled glass 
backbar that just may be an original Bruns-
wick is intact. 

Says Bleiman: “We didn’t do a million 
dollar makeover.”

Th e underlying DNA — more than 
seven decades of continuous elbow bend-
ing under the same roof where only the 
names and characters have changed — may 
be why the place has retained its roots. 

■

No surprise, then, that the new owners 
are billing Wild Hare as a neighborhood 
tavern. Th ey wager that camaraderie and 
conversation will pack the barstools and 

keep the cash register ringing. Th e propri-
etors own a small empire of other bars in 
San Francisco, including Tonic, Dr. Teeth 
and the Electric Mayhem, Lightning Tav-
ern, Soda Popinski’s and the Royal Tug 
Yacht Club. Wild Hare, Bleiman says, is a 
tribute to the otherworldly Alice and her 
Wonderland.

Look around the faintly Victorian decor 
and you’ll spot a framed antique photo 
of a curly blonde Alice look-a-like and a 
large, framed Queen of Hearts perched 
over the backbar. Several — mercifully fake 
— bunny heads are mounted on the walls. 
Th ere are no visible rabbit holes for making 
a quick getaway, but there is a second exit.

Ambiance and ancestry aside, there is a 
reason to hurry to Wild Hare, whether or 
not you have a very important date. Happy 

hour starts promptly every day at 5 and 
ends at 7. Basic well cocktails are $4 for the 
two-hour stretch and, while the rail pours 
are mostly private label, no-name hooch, 
they are healthy sized. A tip: Th e well 
Manhattan is made with Evan Williams, 
a very drinkable and smooth second-fi ddle 
spirit to Jack Daniels.

During happy hour, beers go for $3 a 
bottle or can and house wines fetch $6. 
Don’t plan on eating dinner on the house, 
though; no gratis nibbles or cut-priced 
appetizers are off ered. 

It pays to be timely. After seven bells, 
well drinks move up to $6, beers command 
$4.50 to $7 and the house wines go for $8 
a glass.

As might be expected, Wild Hare has 
a repertoire of its own cocktails for $11 

After more than seven decades of continuous elbow bending under the same roof, only the names and characters have changed.

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
S

 B
Y

 D
A

N
IE

L 
B

A
H

M
A

N
I



December 2013   NEW FILLMORE   9

Highly competitive and famously complex, the 
San Francisco real estate market can be both 
challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns savvy, 
informed Bay Area urbanites into successful 
homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrSF.com

apiece that are imagi-
native, but this side 
of silly. Th e namesake 
concoction — the 
Wild Hare — is a mix 
of Wild Turkey 81, 
Campari, maraschino 
and blood orange bit-
ters; no skimping on 
the pours. Th e Classic 
Bloody Mary is made 
with Absolut vodka 
and all the usual 
ingredients plus a dol-
lop of Guinness. Th e 
Fog Cutter sounds 
seductive: Bombay 
Sapphire Gin, Can-
ton, fresh raspber-
ries and lemon and 
— whoa — ginger 
beer. A pint of Shiner 
Pale Ale brewed for Wild Hare, Firestone 
Union Jack IPA, Trumer Pils and Guinness 
is $6 all the time.

While the owners appear to be enjoying 
a nice net, they do not just pocket profi ts 
without giving back. In fact, Wild Hare 
off ers up possibly the best deal in town 
once a week. On Surf and Turf Th ursday, 
it rolls out an 8 oz. fi let mignon, grilled 
shrimp, French fries, a pint of draft beer 
or a glass of house wine for a $20 bill. On 
Taco Tuesdays, Wild Hare will sell you up 
to 20 tacos for $20 or one taco for $2.

And few taverns are so generous and 
creative in their kitchens. Th e wings appe-
tizer, off ered in three sizes and three fl avors 
— Buff alo, BBQ and sweet chili habanero 
— comes piled high with meaty wings. 
And Wild Hare’s burger has caused quite 
a stir among the “gimme protein, hold 
the carbs” set. For $9.50, it comes out as a 
half-pound of 100% natural, grass-fed beef 

between two slices 
of cheese — no bun. 
It’s off ered with fries, 
tater tots or a salad. 
Th e Ranger, a mus-
cular chicken breast 
sandwich, is a stand-
alone meal. 

■

 So far Ben Blei-
man and his team 
have won friends and 
infl uenced locals with 
their neighborhood 
tavern. 

Stephanie, a child 
psychologist who 
was meeting two 
friends from college 
there recently, says 
she decided on Wild 
Hare “because I was 

walking by and it looked nice and cozy. I 
walked in and immediately got a welcom-
ing feeling.”

 Carolyn Charlton lives within walk-
ing distance and likes not having to hassle 
with fi nding a parking spot when meeting 
friends. Sipping a house chardonnay, she 
says the bar “has good energy and it’s not 
too loud; I come here and feel like part of 
the community.”

Th e bartenders are professional and 
eager to please. One customer’s recent 
request to turn down the piped in music 
was met with an immediate drop in deci-
bels. Another who failed to specify tater 
tots as a side instead of fries got an extra 
full plate of tots that’s usually priced at $6. 
Plenty of booths, stools and tables accom-
modate intimate groups of any size. Wild 
Hare is open until 2 a.m. nightly with food 
served until 1:30 a.m.

Perfect for a neighborhood tavern.

Wild Hare at 2801 California Street 

just might deliver the closest thing we 

have to the ideal neighborhood bar.

TRADITIONAL ARTISANAL ORGANIC

2066 Chestnut Street between Fillmore & Steiner
7 to 7 daily • (415) 359-9801 • www.lemaraisbakery.com 

catering and holiday orders

Le M  B
“San Francisco’s Best New French Bakery.”—Condé Nast Traveler

Best of 
the Bay

2013
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You Can Stay 

ACTIVE
Without Running A Marathon.

 Although Richard has clocked a marathon in just 

over three hours, you can stay active at San Francisco 

Towers, the city’s premier senior living community with 

our friendly Crissy Field walking group. Or join in any 

number of wellness and conditioning classes. Even yoga. 

Exercise your right to a life well lived and come by and 

meet other active, passionate residents who know their 

next, best chapter is right here. To learn more, or for 

your personal visit, please call 415.447.5527.

Richard Willets, resident since 2013

A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Episcopal Senior Communities. 
License No. 380540292 COA #177  EPSF651-01SF 120113

1661 Pine Street San Francisco, CA 94109   sanfranciscotowers-esc.org

DESIGN

Made Locally and Beautifully
A neighborhood artist launches a line of handmade ceramic dinnerware

By Richard Spritzer

W hen she moved to the neigh-
borhood six years ago, Kristen 
van Diggelen was an aspiring 

art student who had her sights set on a 
career as a painter.

One day she wandered into Cottage 
Industry, the eclectic emporium at 2328 
Fillmore, seeking inspiration. But she found 
far more. Th e building, with two street-level 
storefronts and four fl ats above, is one of 
the more artistically historic structures in 
the city, having been home to many of the 
Bay Area’s best-known artists and poets of 
the Beat generation in the 1950s and ’60s.

She found not only subjects to paint and 
an artistic legacy, but also an apartment and 
a studio — and even an opportunity to be 
something of a saloniste for a couple of 
years in one of the vacant shops, where she 
held monthly gatherings to show her work 
and that of other emerging artists.

■

She found the opportunities she was 
seeking plus some she never dreamed of. 
But like many artistic pursuits, they didn’t 
pay very well. So after she graduated from 
the San Francisco Art Institute with a mas-
ter of fi ne arts degree, she began teaching a 
high school ceramics class at Cornerstone 
Academy in 2010.

“Ceramics was one of the highlights of 
my arts education,” she says, “but I went to 
graduate school on a painting scholarship, 
so I felt like everything else had to take a 
back seat.”

Th en when she found herself around 

clay again, her old fl ame fl ickered anew.
“I think I was just as excited for that 

class each day as the students were,” she 
says.

In addition to teaching, she began creat-
ing custom ceramic vessels for friends and 
family members who commissioned her to 
make personalized gifts. And gradually she 
realized that yet another artistic opportu-
nity was presenting itself.

“Starting my own creative business 
was something I was really excited about,” 
she says. “I realized there is a demand for 

locally made objects that are unique and 
personal.”

■

Now she has created vanIvey Ceramics, 
a line of tableware crafted entirely by hand 
in her San Francisco workshop.

“It has been a crash course in online 
marketing, website building, branding, 
production operations — entrepreneurship 
in general,” she says. “Th e long hours and 
constant problem solving to get vanIvey 
going has been grueling, but I am ecstatic 
to be doing it full time now.”

She off ers several options, from the 
simple clean lines of her Market Collec-
tion to the delicately ornamented Yerba 
Buena Collection and the blue-and-white 
glazed Laurel Collection. She also creates 
custom pieces that can include hand paint-
ing, stamped monograms, coats of arms or 
other personal images.

She sees it as a mission. “I believe in 
consuming fewer things of greater quality 
that are made locally and beautifully,” she 
says.

Her Yerba Buena Collection (above) is one of several styles of ceramic dinnerware Kristen van Diggelen creates in her local workshop.

TO PAGE 12 
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OLLI @ SF STATE

A COMMUNITY 

COMMITTED TO THE 

JOY OF LEARNING

OLLI.SFSU.EDU
415 817-4243

Upcoming courses 
start January 21st and include:

— Baseball: A History

— Matisse and Picasso: A Rivalry

— An Introduction to the Art of Silent Film

— History of Progressive San Francisco Politics

— Experimenting with Memoir: 
A Cross Genre Workshop

— The Constitutional Right to Privacy & 
Modern Science & Technology

Faculty/course preview—
December 5, 3:00 pm, 835 Market Street 6th Floor

Creating an Artistic Business
“Th ere are many American 

companies making dishes that 
look handmade, but the major-
ity are mass-produced over-
seas,” she says. “Our dishes are 
made by human hands in San 
Francisco, and we want to keep 
it that way.”

Both rustic and refi ned, each 
piece of her work is made either 
on the potter’s wheel or using a 
mold system she developed to 
replicate designs without losing 
the personal touch. Molds are 
both sculpted by hand and cast 
from antiques. Dishes are made 
from either white or brown clay. 
White glazing highlights the 
designs and the irregularities 
that make the ceramics hand-
made works of art. 

“No two vessels are alike,” 
she says.

Th e work is available at 
vanivey.com and at etsy.com. 
She is also collaborating with 
BiRite’s nonprofi t, 18 Rea-
sons, and will participate in 
the Renegade Craft Fair at the 
San Francisco Concourse on 
December 21 and 22.

Next year she plans to open 
her studio one weekend each 
month, just as she once held monthly exhi-
bitions at 2326 Fillmore in the storefront 
now occupied by Peruvian Connection. 
Now her studio is in the Bayview District, 
but she still lives on Fillmore Street in what 
was once the home of well-known artist 
Joan Brown, next door to the fl at where 

“Our dishes are made by human 
hands in San Francisco, and we 

want to keep it that way.”
— KRISTEN VAN DIGGELEN

vanIvey Ceramics

painter Jay DeFeo created her masterpiece, 
Th e Rose.

“Painting — my great love, which I still 
do at least one day a week — will always be 
integral to my artistic expression,” she says. 
“But I am absolutely thrilled to be running 
my own business.”

 FROM PAGE 11

We 
Deliver!
415.567.6900
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DEPT. OF JOURNALISM
All courses are available on the online schedule

 www.ccsf.edu/schedule
Questions? Call Juan Gonzales at 415-239-3446

Spring 2014 
Classes start 
January 10

Jour 19: Contemporary News Media 3.0 units
T 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Graham
Jour 21: News Writing and Reporting 3.0 units
MWF 10:10 - 11:00 a.m. BNGL 715 Gonzales
Jour 22: Feature Writing 3.0 units
R 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 23: Electronic Copy Editing 3.0 units
W 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 25: Editorial Management 3.0 units
MWF 12:10 - 1:00 p.m. BNGL 615 Gonzales
Jour 26: Fundamentals of Public Relations 3.0 units 
W 6:30-9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Graham
Jour 29: Magazine Editing & Production 3.0 units
M 6:30 - 8:45 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Graham 
Jour 31: Internship Experience 2.0 units
MWF 9:10 - 10:00 a.m.  BNGL 708  Gonzales
Jour 35: Internet Journalism 3.0 units
T 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 36: Advanced Reporting 3.0 units
M  6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Gonzales 
Jour 37: Intro to Photojournalism 3.0 units

City College of San Francisco is 
OPEN, ACCREDITED and READY for YOU 

to enroll for SPRING 2014!

DREAM BIG! It all starts HERE

Classes begin January 10
Only $46/unit

Financial Aid* and payment 
plans available

*For students who qualify

www.ccsf.edu @officialCCSF

Join the SFCTA and SFMTA for a
Geary Corridor Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Project Update! 
The Geary BRT Project is a cost-effective way to improve bus service and enhance street conditions 

for Geary from Downtown to the Outer Richmond. Based on community input and ongoing 

technical evaluation, staff is recommending specific design options for BRT on the Geary corridor.  

Come to an upcoming community meeting for a project update:
• Learn about the project evaluation process

• View design options for different segments of the corridor

• Provide your feedback

Richmond Recreation Center

Date: Monday, December 9th from 6:00–8:00 p.m.

Address: 251 18th Avenue

SF Main Public Library

Date: Tuesday, December 17th from 5:30–7:30 p.m. 

Address: 100 Larkin Street

Japantown/Fillmore meeting being planned for early 2014

(The same information will be presented at each meeting)

For special accommodations or language assistance,  

please call 415.593.1655 at least 72 hours in advance.

Let’s Get Geary Moving!

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Visit www.GearyBRT.org | E-mail: gearybrt@sfcta.org
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft  Days Date Asking Sale 

2777 Pine St   4 3 2 2269 24 11/1/2013 1,850,000 1,960,000 

2523 Steiner St   3 3.5 1 1730 62 10/16/2013 2,195,000 2,010,000 

77 Pixley St    3 2.5 1 2058 3 10/24/2013 1,845,000 2,125,000 

2123 Bush St    4 3.5 3  90 10/17/2013 2,275,000 2,200,000 

1915 Sacramento St   3 2 1 2340 45 11/15/2013 2,395,000 2,507,000 

3052 Octavia St    4 4 3 3884 21 10/24/2013 3,095,000 3,100,000 

2586 Clay St    3 2.5 3  18 11/8/2013 2,995,000 3,675,000 

3311 Jackson St    3 2.5 2 3026 15 11/15/2013 2,880,000 3,701,000 

2813 Buchanan St    4 3.5 3  11 11/14/2013 3,200,000 3,800,000 

2921 Jackson St    5 4 2  7 11/13/2013 3,695,000 3,850,000 

2529 Union St    3 3.5 2 2800 10 10/31/2013 4,150,000 4,200,000 

2528 Union St    4 3 2 2883 10 10/18/2013 3,200,000 4,200,000 

60 Arguello Blvd    5 3.5 3 5000 42 10/25/2013 4,395,000 4,330,000 

2829 Greenwich St    4 4.5 2 4300 62 10/16/2013 5,995,000 5,850,000 

2668 Vallejo St    4 5 2 5950 3 10/29/2013 9,500,000 9,500,000 

2755 Fillmore St    4 4.5 2  19 11/8/2013 10,950,000 9,999,998 

2622 Jackson St    7 6 2 11450 19 10/17/2013 12,995,000 13,300,000 

       

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

2887 Bush St #3    1 1 0  33 11/6/2013 439,000 470,000 

1817 California St #109  1 1 1 542 87 10/29/2013 542,000 530,000 

2211 California St #307   1 1 0 624 46 10/16/2013 539,000 540,000 

2378 Union St #A    1 1 1 436 7 10/17/2013 439,000 560,000 

2211 California St #407   1 1 0 615 22 11/13/2013 589,000 625,000 

2185 Bush St #214  1 1 1 773 25 10/17/2013 689,000 730,000 

2556 Gough St    1 1 1 798 27 10/31/2013 668,000 735,000 

2096 Pine St    1 1 1 1239 10 10/17/2013 649,000 750,000 

2043 Bush St #2    2 1 1 795 43 11/6/2013 749,000 770,000 

2920 Buchanan St #4   1 1 1 900 25 10/30/2013 711,068 780,000 

2550 Gough St #2    1 1 6 1009 34 11/1/2013 795,000 815,000 

1701 Jackson St #206   2 2 1 1108 59 11/8/2013 830,000 825,000 

1835 Franklin St #703   2 2 1 1492 14 11/5/2013 799,000 840,000 

2775 Greenwich St   2 1 0  64 11/14/2013 899,000 860,000 

2392 Post St    3 1 1 1700 30 11/8/2013 899,000 905,000 

436 Laurel St    2 2 1  18 10/23/2013 899,000 930,000 

3110 California St #1   2 2 1 1059 38 10/18/2013 950,000 950,000 

1835 Franklin St #601   2 2 1 1550 15 11/6/2013 900,000 950,000 

129 Pixley St    2 1 2  12 11/14/2013 929,000 1,087,000 

2239 Sutter St    3 2 0  39 11/11/2013 949,000 1,100,000 

2015 Pine St    2 1 1 1595 14 10/25/2013 899,000 1,110,000 

2090 Pacifi c Ave #305   1 1 1 1563 22 11/5/2013 999,000 1,200,000 

2109 Bush St    3 2 1 1407 43 11/14/2013 1,295,000 1,250,000 

2882 Jackson St    3 2 0  98 10/29/2013 1,195,000 1,275,000 

2033 Pine St    3 2 1  7 10/22/2013 1,179,000 1,280,000 

2400 Steiner St #2    1 1.5 1 1300 4 10/25/2013 1,250,000 1,280,000 

2200 Pacifi c Ave #3A   2 2 1 1856 29 11/6/2013 1,300,000 1,290,000 

2821 Buchanan St #2   2 1 1 1250 25 11/13/2013 1,300,000 1,330,000 

2200 Sacramento #702   2 2 1 1190 21 10/16/2013 1,200,000 1,375,000 

1673 Bush St  4 2 1 2020 25 10/24/2013 1,398,000 1,398,000 

2100 Green St #302   2 2 1 1835 140 11/8/2013 1,475,000 1,415,000 

2629 Chestnut St    2 1.5 1 1525 28 10/23/2013 1,299,000 1,450,000 

2846 Sacramento St   2 2 1  17 10/30/2013 1,450,000 1,450,000 

1890 Green St    3 2 1 1600 15 10/31/2013 1,375,000 1,541,500 

2240 Green St #4    2 2 1 1521 41 10/29/2013 1,749,000 1,775,000 

3228 Clay St   4 2 1 2007 13 11/15/2013 1,695,000 1,780,000 

2469 Vallejo St    3 2.5 1  17 11/13/2013 1,720,000 1,866,000 

1927 Jackson St    3 2.5 2 1845 9 10/24/2013 1,950,000 1,975,000 

136 Locust St    4 2 0 3360 124 10/30/2013 2,900,000 2,575,000 

2220 Sacramento St   5 6.5 1 5726 154 11/8/2013 4,250,000 4,085,000

— Data provided by MARIA MARCHETTI at Sotheby’s International Realty. 

Contact her at maria@mariamarchetti.com or call 415/699-8008.

Dr. Evan Ransom is a specialist in facial cosmetic and reconstructive
surgery with expertise in the following procedures (partial list):
     - facelift, eyelid lift, brow or forehead lift and midface lift
     - fat grafting or revolumization
     - cosmetic and functional rhinoplasty
     - reconstruction of complex defects resulting from Mohs surgery
     - non-surgical treatments, including injectable fillers,
        neuromodulators, chemical peels, dermabrasion and laser procedures 

450 Sutter St., Suite 2200
San Francisco, CA 94108facebook.com/SFplasticsurgery

415-550-1077 
SanFranciscoFacialPlasticSurgery.com 

Uniquely

How can we help you look and feel better?
Schedule a consultation today! 

Mention this ad and receive 

10% OFF
any service performed.
(limit one per new patient only)

His philosophy is to preserve the individual identity of his patients while 
helping them look and feel better, more vibrant and more confident.

Rhinoplasty

BEFORE AFTER

Lower Eyelid Lift

BEFORE AFTER

ACTUAL   RESULTS

BEFORE AFTER

Facelift & Fractional CO2 Laser

The barrels are back! 

Food Drive: Please remember the hungry kids and 
people of San Francisco this Holiday Season. Bring 
in cans of food, or packaged foods, and place them 
in our barrels for delivery to the San Francisco Food 

Bank. Please NO GLASS or 
Fresh Foods.

Toy Drive: Please drop 
off toys and books - 
unwrapped and new - and 
place them in our barrels for 
delivery to the San Francisco 

Fire Department.

Next time you’re 
out shopping for 

food or toys, please 
remember the barrels, 

and the good you can do for others this holiday. 

Hill & Co. Holiday Food Drive
Dec. 1 - Dec. 5  

Hill & Co. Holiday Toy Drive
Dec. 6 - Dec. 20&Hill & Co. HHill & C
Dec. 1 - Dec. 5 ec. 1 - Dec

Hill & Co. HHill & Co
Dec. 6 - Dec. 20Dec. 6 - Dec. 20

www.hill-co.com

 
2500 CALIFORNIA (AT STEINER)  |  415.567.1136  

OPEN EVERYDAY 8am - 9pm
Repair Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm 

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT NOW 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.
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(415) 921-6000  www.hill-co.com

The City’s Best

Bringing buyers and sellers together from all 
over San Francisco, across the Bay Area and 
throughout the world. We would like to sincerely 
thank you for your business, and for your trust.

Fabulous 2BD/2BA 
View Penthouse. 
Corner penthouse unit 
in a stylish high rise 
building. Expansive 
southwest views. 10’ 
ceilings add drama and 
comfort to this stylish 
home. In-unit washer/
dryer, stainless steel 
appliances and granite 
counter tops. Garage 
parking. Great location!
ChicPenthouse.com

Fillmore District
Offered at $995,000 

City Living at its Best! 
Edwardian 2-level top-

maintaining classic details. 

Hayes Streets shops and 
restaurants! Renovated 
while preserving beautiful 
details. Tremendous 
space for both casual and 
formal entertaining. Side-
by-side garage parking.
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Alamo Square
Offered at $1,995,000

Thomas Cooke 

Paul Mueller

Happy Holidays!

Large 2-Level 
Remodeled Condo. 
Located on a prime block 

wonderful Jorgenson 

upper condominium has it 
all: large rooms, remodeled 
kitchen and baths, great 

storage and 2-car parking.

Offered at $2,795,000
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Joan Gordon 

David Cohen 

Amazing View Condo! 
Located on the top two 

professionally managed 
building, this condominium 
is unlike any other! The 

boasts a great 
entertaining area with direct 
access to a spectacular, 
private rooftop deck with 

and parking.
757NorthPoint.com

Brooke Krohn, MA

Russian Hill

Sleek and Contemporary 
Full Floor Top-Level 
Condominium. Two 

custom designs make this 
condominium a unique 
gem. There is a spacious 
master suite with seating 
area, custom baths, a 
second bedroom and 

parking. Great location, 
steps from Laurel Village.

Offered at $1,950,000
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Marie Carr 

Grand Scale Condo. 

historic building at the 
heart of downtown, this

enjoys west and north 
exposure with great light, 
grand scale public rooms 
and beautiful windows. 
Fabulous central location!
795Sutter.com
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Downtown
Offered at $1,215,000

Tal Klein

Elegant 3+BD/2BA 
Cooperative Apartment, 
Plus Garage and 
Storage and Private 
Deck. This elegant 
and prestigious co-op 
is located in a mid-
rise boutique building. 
Reminiscent of traditional 

apartments, it has an 

with well proportioned 
grand scale rooms.
PaulaPaganoRealtor.com
Paula Pagano

Gorgeous Corner 
3BD/2BA Property. In 
the back of a sophisticated 
building, this home features 
natural light throughout. 
The beautifully remodeled 
chef’s kitchen with stainless 
steel appliances and 
granite counters opens to 
the dining room and living 
room, a wonderful layout for 
entertaining and everyday 
living. 1 car parking. 

Missy Wyant Smit 

FLASHBACK

Just Another Day
at the Fillmore

By Honey Green 

It was October 1966, just a 
few days before my birthday. 
Bill Graham had booked an 

amazing show. Headlining was the 
Paul Butterfi eld Blues Band, with 
Paul Butterfi eld, Mike Bloomfi eld, 
Mark Naftalin, Elvin Bishop and 
a host of many others. Th e second 
band was the Jeff erson Airplane 
— Marty, Jorma, Jack, Spencer and 
Signe Anderson. 

Th ere were two shows and, if 
memory serves me right, I believe 
this fi rst one was Signe’s last show, 
because Grace Slick did the second 
show. Th e third act on the bill was 
Big Mama Mae Th ornton. What a 
show this was going to be.

Th e day was hectic with 
musicians running here, running 
there, sound checks, lighting 
checks for the light booths and Bill 
checking every, I mean every thing. 
Th e excitement was palpable and 
continued all afternoon. When, 
oh no, the piano for Big Mama did 
not show up. Bill was on the phone 
calling all over town and, to his 

chagrin, could not fi nd a piano to 
rent. Now here’s the good part: I 
had a piano at home.

Bill sent a crew over to my 
house to get the piano and even 
had a piano tuner come in. Pianos 
need to be tuned. Well, this was so 
exciting. Th ere was my piano on the 
stage in all its shining glory. Paul 
Butterfi eld’s band was outstanding, 
as was the Airplane. 

Th en Big Mama came on stage, 
sat down at the piano and played 
“Heartbreak Hotel” such as it was 
never played before or since. It 
brought the house down. Th en she 
wanted accompaniment on the 
piano, and Mark Naftalin sat down 
and tinkled those keys.

I never looked at that piano the 
same way again.

A footnote: After the show was 
over, Bill had my piano beautifully 
restained, had it delivered to my 
house and sent the piano tuner 
along with it.

Honey Green was promoter Bill 
Graham’s secretary back in the day.



 

Attend December 7 Open House  
for 10 a.m. or call to request an 
appointment. Visit us online to  
RSVP or for more information.


