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Change is coming — especially at the 
corner of Divisadero and Bush

By Chris Barnett

The four corners of the dingy 
intersection of Divisadero and 
Bush won’t win any architec-

tural awards today, but the location is 
increasingly prized by investors, and all 
four corners are in transition.

Bulldozers are rumbling over the 
dirt on the southwest corner, home for 
decades to the San Fran-
cisco Community Con-
valescent Home. More 
recently it has been a slot 
machine for speculators. 
Owner Jocelyn Carter 
cashed out seven years ago 
for $4.6 million from a San 
Francisco builder and his 
Manhattan money partner. 
Th en,  in foreclosure, they 
lost the location to a Mill 
Valley condo developer and investor 
who paid $14.6 million in 2012 — and 
quickly fl ipped it to Los Angeles-based 
megabuilder KB Home for a jackpot 
$38 million. 

Now a six-story residential and retail 
complex with 81 condos is under con-
struction, with a grand opening slated 
for early next year. Price tags on some 
units are sure to top a million apiece.

Across the street, King of Falafel, 
the Chronicle’s nine-time winner of the 
best falafel in San Francisco award, is 
living on borrowed time. Th e building 
housing the 44-year-old family-owned 
Palestinian eatery was quietly sold 
more than a year ago to San Francisco 
real estate investor and saloonlord Rick 
Howard, owner of Harry’s Bar on Fill-
more Street and four other longstand-

ing drinking and dining 
dens in the city.

King of Falafel will ride 
out its lease until January. 
Th en Howard will give the 
building a seismic upgrade 
and renovation — and 
then, he says, either turn 
the 2,025 square foot 
downstairs space into a new 
barroom and restaurant 
of his own design or lease 

it out to a new tenant. In late March 
the space was listed on Loopnet.com, 
a sort of commercial real estate indus-
try Craigslist, for $6 a square foot, or 
$12,000 a month rent — twice the 
increased rent on the space next door 
— suggesting he may not open his own 
bar there if a tenant is willing to pay 
his price.

TO PAGE 8 

A new residential and retail complex is in the works 

at Bush and Divisadero.
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The eucalyptus tree in Cottage Row was cut down, but its stump 

— too big to grind — will be left in place.

Fewer Trees on Cottage Row
Redwoods, eucalyptus cut; modest renovations planned

There had been talk for years 
about cutting down the rapidly 
growing redwood trees in the park 

along Cottage Row, between Bush and 
Sutter just east of Fillmore. Suddenly one 
day in mid-February the fi ve redwoods 
were felled, along with a large eucalyptus 
tree and other smaller trees.

Howls of outrage from many neighbors 
now seem to be giving way to acceptance.

“I was opposed to cutting the trees 
when they could have been trimmed,” said 
Cottage Row resident Jeff  Staben. “But 
now that you see the light and openness, 
it’s nice. If only people would stop using 
the park as a dog potty.”

A crew from the city’s Department of 
Recreation and Parks removed the trees 
and the redwood stumps and has begun 
to refurbish the mini-park, which serves as 
a front yard for the historic Cottage Row 
homes. New Japanese maple trees — and 
perhaps cherry trees and magnolias — will 
be planted in a nod to the heritage of the 
row before its Japanese-American residents 
were ousted and interned during World 
War II.

“We’re stabilizing the park and updating 
the landscaping,” said Steve Cismowski, 

the manager from Rec & Park responsible 
for Cottage Row. “Th ose redwoods were 
always the wrong species for a park this 
size. We caught it just in the nick of time.”

He said the interim plan — what he 
called “shoestring and duct tape landscap-
ing” — will make the park safer and more 
usable. “But it isn’t intended to be the end 
of the conversation — just the beginning.”

Cismowski and his crew expect to work 
in the park every Monday for the next six 
weeks, completing their limited work by 
mid-May. Th ey are widening the planters 
where the redwoods stood, building new 
steps and adding Japonesque touches. Th e 
eucalyptus stump — too big to grind out 
— will remain.

While Cottage Row has lost its red-
woods, it has gained its own song — a 
lyrical melody by singer-songwriter Eve 
Fleishman, who lives nearby.

“Twice a week I could sing to the fi ve 
small redwood trees that inspired the 
bridge lyrics of my song, City Light,” she 
said. “I felt like crying when I saw they 
were gone. Not much to sing about on 
Cottage Row right now.”

newfi llmore.com | A song for Cottage Row
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■ STREET TALK

Elite Cafe is
getting jazzier

The Elite Cafe — an institution on 

Fillmore Street for more than 30 

years — is showing signs of new 

life. Already 

onboard with 

plans for a 

new menu 

this month is 

executive chef 

James London, 

who spent his 

childhood in 

Charleston, S.C., 

before moving 

to prominent 

kitchens in 

New York. Elite 

owner Peter 

Snyderman 

has also applied for a limited live 

performance permit that will allow 

small jazz combos, which will 

perform two nights a week.

■

COOL YOGA IN A NEW SPACE: The 

venerable Iyengar Yoga Institute of 

San Francisco has just made the 

move from its longtime space in 

the Sunset to the neighborhood, 

putting down roots at 2201 Sutter 

at Pierce. On April 12 and 13, the 

Institute is holding a celebratory 

open house complete with free 

food, music, henna and an array of 

hour-long classes at reduced prices. 

For more information, go to 

iyisf.org.

■

HERE COMES THE RABBIT: Just in time 

for Easter, the women’s boutique 

Roberta Freymann at 2055 Fillmore 

has taken on a new persona as 

Roberta Roller Rabbit. The newly 

renovated shop offers children’s 

clothing and accessories, including 

baby blankets, pajamas and toys.

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

t. Dominic’s warmly invites you to celebrate the  
Lenten & Easter Seasons in our beautiful church

St.  Dominic’s Catholic Church HOLY WEEK

 
Weekday Masses: 6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm 

Morning Prayer: 7:15 am (weekdays);  8:00 am (Saturday)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mondays & Wednesdays: 8:30 am & 6:00 pm    First Fridays: 2:00 p.m. & 9:00 pm

Sunday Masses  
Saturday Evening: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 7:30 am (Quiet), 9:30 am (Family) 

11:30 am (Solemn), 1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish)  

5:30 pm (Contemporary Music)  

9:00 pm (Music by candlelight)

Friday, April 4
Soup, Supper & Speaker,  

6:15-7:30 pm, Parish Hall
Stations of the Cross with organ meditations 

7:30 pm, Nave

Wednesday, April 9
Twilight Retreat with Confessions 

12:00-1:00 pm & 7:30-9:00 pm, Lady Chapel

Friday, April 11 

Passion Play, 7:30 pm, Nave

Palm Sunday, April 13
5:30 pm Vigil Mass (Saturday, April 12) 

7:30 am Quiet Mass 
9:30 am Family Mass 

11:30 am Solemn Choral Mass
1:30 pm St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish
5:30 pm Mass with Contemporary music

9:00 pm Mass by candlelight

THE SACRED TRIDUUM
Holy Thursday, April 17

Tenebrae 7:30 am; Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7:30 pm

Good Friday, April 18
 Tenebrae 7:30 am 

 Seven Last Words of Christ 12:00 pm 
 The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 1:45 pm

(A simple version with read Passion Gospel)
Confessions 3:00 - 4:30 pm  

 Stations of the Cross (especially for families) 5:00 pm 
The Celebration of the Passion of the Lord 7:30 pm 
(A solemn version with read Passion Gospel)

Holy Saturday, April 19
   Tenebrae 8:00 am;  The Easter Vigil 8:30 pm 

No confessions this day

Easter Sunday, April 20
Mass with Easter Hymns 7:30 am  

Family Mass 9:30 am
Solemn Choral Mass 11:30 am  

St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish 1:30 pm 
  Mass with Contemporary Music 5:30 pm 

Mass by Candlelight 9:00 pm
No confessions this day

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    (415) 567-7824      Free Parking www.stdominics.org

Ending a long legal battle, a San 
Francisco Superior Court judge on 
March 4 blocked the owners of the 

Fillmore Center from converting its 1,113 
apartments into condominiums — which 
ensures the units will remain rentals, with 
more than 200 of them reserved for low-
income residents through 2017.

Th e Fillmore Center, a residential 
and commercial complex spanning four 
city blocks along Fillmore, Steiner, Turk 
and O’Farrell, was completed in 1991 on 
land then owned by the Redevelopment 
Agency. 

Th e ruling spotlights the neighbor-
hood’s storied and sometimes painful past, 
when redevelopment was reviled by many 
for razing existing homes and businesses 
in the area, with the promise of replacing 
and modernizing them. In the mid 1960s, 
a plan for the Western Addition was fi nal-
ized that aimed to “eliminate blight” and 
stimulate housing for residents of various 
ages and incomes. 

But political ploys and mismanage-
ment stalled and sometimes sabotaged the 
eff orts.

In 1985, developers proposed building 
the Fillmore Center and cut a deal with the 
Redevelopment Agency: 20 percent of the 
units would stay below market rate until 
2017 — and in exchange, the developers 
would get “advantageous fi nancing terms.” 

But the original developers went bank-
rupt in 1991, funding the fi nal construc-
tion of the Fillmore Center that year with 
money raised by leasing the units already 
completed.

By that time, the San Francisco Board 

of Supervisors had enacted an ordinance 
forbidding converting rentals to condos in 
buildings with more than six units and cap-
ping annual conversions at 200 units.

Th e Fillmore Center property changed 
ownership over the years and the ban on 
condo conversion did not sit well with Fill-
more Center Associates, a newly minted 
corporation that took over in 2004. In 2008, 
the new owners fi led two lawsuits seeking 
to establish the right to convert the rental 
units and sell them as condominiums. 

In 2012, another superior court rul-
ing held that Fillmore Center Associates 
must comply with the city’s condo con-
version ordinance. It said the owners were 
not immune from the ordinance prevent-
ing conversion because they were seeking 
“private economic gain in the marketplace” 

as opposed to “furthering a governmental 
activity.” 

Last month’s decision rejected the own-
ers’ claim that they could somehow resurrect 
prior rights to convert the housing units, 
with the court emphasizing that previous 
owners had failed to complete and fi le the 
paperwork that could have preserved those 
rights.

 City Attorney Dennis Herrera, charged 
with representing the city’s interests, hailed 
last month’s decision.

“Th is is a major legal victory that pro-
tects aff ordable housing at a time when 
San Francisco desperately needs it,” he said. 
“Th e displacement of Western Addition 
tenants from more than 1,100 apartments 
in the midst of the current housing crisis 
would have been unthinkable.”

Fillmore Center Not Going Condo

The 1,113 units 

in the Fillmore 

Center will 

remain rentals, 

with more than 

200 reserved 

for low-income 

residents.
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CRIME WATCH

Attempted Burglary
Divisadero and Pine Streets
March 1, 5:23 a.m.

Offi  cers responding to a call concern-
ing two men attempting to break into a 
business found one man there stationed on 
the sidewalk, looking north and south on 
Divisadero. Th e second man was tamper-
ing with the front door. Th e man serving 
as look-out alerted his companion to the 
offi  cers’ arrival and the two began briskly 
walking away. Offi  cers detained them and 
discovered they possessed numerous bur-
glary tools — including a crowbar, vise 
grips and screwdrivers; they also had meth-
amphetamine. A wood chisel was stuck in 
the door jamb next to the deadbolt. Both 
suspects were charged with attempted bur-
glary, a narcotics violation and possession 
of burglary tools.

Road Rage, Weapons Violations
Pine and Scott Streets
March 3, 4:50 p.m.

A motorist told police that while he 
was stopped at the intersection of Pine 
and Scott, another driver who had become 
angry with him threw a heavy object at his 
car. Th e caller then followed the suspect’s 
vehicle, and offi  cers located and detained 
him. While searching the suspect’s car, they 
found a billy club, a BB gun, a crossbow, 
a taser, pepper spray and an axe. He was 
charged with weapons violations.

Burglary
Washington and Broderick Streets
March 8, 11 a.m.

A witness saw a man with a cart linger-
ing in front of a neighbor’s open garage 
door who then quickly walked away, toss-
ing a blue folding chair from the cart as he 
fl ed. A second neighbor followed the man 

and called 911. Offi  cers detained the sus-
pect at Sacramento and Divisadero. 

A woman then told the offi  cers she 
had been inside her home when she 
heard knocking sounds coming from her 
garage. She opened an interior door and 
saw her garage door was open and her 
blue chair was out on the sidewalk. Th e 
man’s cart also contained a tennis racket 
that belonged to her along with numerous 
items believed to have been taken from 
other homes. Th e suspect was charged with 
burglary and possession of burglary tools.

Robbery
Geary Boulevard and Divisadero Street
March 10, 6:30 p.m.

A woman was on a westbound Geary 
bus. When it stopped at Divisadero, a 
man grabbed her phone and jumped off . 
Th e woman gave chase, screaming as she 
ran. A passerby called 911 and provided 
police with a description of the suspect. 
When the fl eeing man and his pursuer got 
to Broderick and Garden, the robber sud-
denly stopped, announcing he had a gun 
and threatening to hurt her if she didn’t 
stop shouting. 

Th e woman begged him to give her back 
her phone. Th e suspect then said she would 
have to pay him for it. Th ey walked to a 
nearby ATM, where she withdrew money 
and handed it to the suspect just as police 
arrived. Th e suspect told the offi  cers it was 
a “domestic dispute,” but the woman said 
she did not know the man and that he had 
just robbed her on the bus. Th e suspect was 
charged with robbery and extortion. 

Robbery with Force 
Post and Laguna Streets
March 10, 5:10 p.m.

A pedestrian stopped to wait for a 

green light when a man approached her 
from behind and said, “I like your hair. 
Where do you get it done?” She responded, 
“Th ank you,” and walked on, crossing the 
street. 

But the man clung close beside her and 
she began to feel uncomfortable. After 
three blocks he became agitated because 
she wouldn’t talk to him.

Finally she turned on him and said, 
“Leave me alone. I’m taking a picture of 
you.” She took out her phone but before 
she could unlock it, he snatched it from 
her and ran. She chased after him, shout-
ing, “Help me — he’s stealing my phone,” 
and managed to grasp his backpack in an 
eff ort to stop him. Several men nearby 
ran over and tried to help; one called the 
police.

When the offi  cers arrived, the assisting 
citizens were holding the robber down; one 
of the men had been bitten on his right 
bicep and punched in the face. Th e police 
subdued the suspect after a short struggle 
and booked him at Northern Station.

Robbery
Sutter and Broderick Streets
March 10, between 9 p.m. and 1 a.m.

A suspect entered an apartment and 
removed jewelry, three laptops, a desktop 
computer and two TVs with game con-
soles. Th ere was no sign of forced entry. Th e 
tenant stated he had lost his keys several 
days earlier. Police have no suspects at this 
time.

 
Burglary, Unlawful Entry, 
Possession of Stolen Property
Sutter and Fillmore Streets
March 11, 6:15 a.m.

A woman told police she had heard 
noises coming from her garage. She then 

saw a man inside fi lling duffl  e bags with 
her property. As offi  cers arrived, a man car-
rying two heavy duffl  e bags ran into the 
police while attempting to fl ee. Th e offi  cers 
detained him. A computer check revealed 
the suspect was on probation for another 
burglary in the city. He was booked at 
Northern Station.

Attempted Burglary
Post and Steiner Streets
March 20, 5:20 a.m.

Offi  cers received a call concerning a 
man breaking into a garage. Th e caller 
provided a good description of the suspect, 
and offi  cers found him walking along Sut-
ter Street. When approached, he stated, “I 
was just trying to get into the garage to get 
my car.” However he also stated that he 
did not live there, and he was carrying a 
wrench and a chisel. Offi  cers searched him 
and found a credit card belonging to some-
one else. Th e suspect was charged with 
attempted burglary, possession of burglary 
tools and a stolen credit card.

Fraud
Geary Boulevard and Fillmore Street
March 26, 3 p.m.

A business owner received a call from 
a man who said he was from PG&E. Th e 
caller told him his account was past due 
for more than $1,400. He then stated that 
unless payment in the form of a Green 
Dot MoneyPak Card was received within 
the next 40 minutes, the business owner’s 
power would be turned off . Th e owner was 
suspicious, but sent his wife to purchase 
the card while he attempted to contact 
PG&E, which eventually confi rmed that 
his account was fi ne and that he had likely 
been scammed. Police have no suspects at 
this time.
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RETAIL REPORT

Evelyn Sanders-Haye is one of those 
rarities: She was born and raised in San 
Francisco. She still has strong memories 

of frequenting the neighborhood with her father 
when she was a child. 

“I remember the way Fillmore used to be,” she 
says. “I remember the shops, the barbeque and the 
ice cream — and, to be honest, the prostitutes. I 
remember my father pointing to them and saying, 
‘Don’t you grow up and be like them.’ ” 

Now she looks around A City Obsession, the 
fashion boutique she opened on March 23 at 1820 
Fillmore, and beams: “I can just hear my father 
say, ‘You made me proud.’ ” 

Sanders-Haye describes her brand as mod-
erately priced; a line of blouses begins at about 
$100.

Before securing the space on Fillmore occu-
pied in recent years by the handbag store Muse 
Ten, she says the landlord grilled her about what 
distinguished her shop from 
the burgeoning number of 
high-end women’s boutiques 
that have fl ooded the street in 
recent years. Her response: “I 
don’t sell $700 shirts.”

Sanders-Haye says most 
of her clients are age 30 
and older. “Th ey’re women 
who absolutely do not need 
clothes, but are looking for an 
artistically diff erent or special 
piece to add to their wardrobes,” she says. “Th ey 
want clothes that are mature, but sexy.”

Th e small shop is stocked with a range of sizes 
from XS to 3X. 

And she has given much thought to her bou-
tique’s slogan: Go Out, Be Seen, Turn Heads, 
Have Fun!

“Too many women wear the same thing over 
and over — and always reach for black, gray or 
blue,” she notes. “But I say, don’t be afraid to have 
the confi dence to turn heads, to have diff erent 
clothes for diff erent occasions. And it’s okay to be 
racy one day, conservative the next.”

Sanders-Haye left San Francisco to attend 
school in Syracuse, New York, completing under-
grad and graduate degrees in political science. 
But she scrapped plans to become a lawyer when 
she saw how little her lawyer friends were earn-
ing and worked instead in various capacities for 
then-emerging giants such as Texas Instruments 
and Hewlett-Packard.

On the job, Sanders-Haye says she suff ered the 
“double whammy” of being a woman and a woman 
of color while working in the tech industry. But 
those years also provided the backdrop for a vital 
life lesson and the birthplace of her pluck.

“Th is guy who was my customer said to me, 

‘All of my sales reps have been men — and now I 
have you,’ ” she recalls. “I looked him in the eye and 
said, ‘Th at’s right. And I’m not going to have a sex 
change operation,’ ” she recalls. “He didn’t see that 
I was so mad and upset that I just got into my car 
and cried,” she says. “But it changed our dynamic 
at once — and instilled confi dence in me.”

In time, the initial lure of the tech industry lost 
its luster.

“High tech is such a left brain activity,” she 
says. “And the clothes I had to wear — those 
suits, those high necks, those little bowties on 
the blouses. After 20 years, I just thought, ‘For-
get that!’ I began to scheme in my head at night 
about returning to California, setting up a bou-
tique, traveling all over and fi nding great fashions 
to off er.”

For Sanders-Haye, fashion was a passion early 
on. “My mother was a seamstress, and my elder 
sister could duplicate anything she saw in a maga-

zine,” she says. “When I was 
growing up, there were fi ve of 
us in the family. If you wanted 
clothes, you had to make 
them. I sewed my own.”

Another experience helped 
point the way for Sanders-
Haye: In 2000, while visit-
ing her youngest sister who 
was living in Ghana, she was 
smitten by the beautiful col-
ors and fabrics she saw there 

— and further inspired to design, fi nd and off er 
women more interesting clothes to wear to work.

Sanders-Haye returned to San Francisco 
seven years ago. She opened her fi rst retail shop 
in the heart of Oakland’s thronging City Center 
two Octobers ago — “right in the middle of the 
depression,” she says.

But she quickly garnered a following of loyal 
customers drawn to the bright colors and fl ow-
ing fabrics that were hallmarks of the fashions she 
off ered. And last month, many of them descended 
with cultlike devotion when she opened her sec-
ond A City Obsession boutique on Fillmore.

“Th at’d be perfect for wine tasting in Sonoma,” 
she tells one woman, who is eying a blue fl oral 
tunic. “I want you to pair this with a pencil skirt,” 
she advises another, while wrapping up a new pur-
chase: a crisp blouse with asymmetrical hemline.

Th e decor in the shop is still a work in prog-
ress. A desk was sent back because it didn’t meet 
Sanders-Haye’s exacting standards. And though 
the walls are adorned with scenes from New York 
and Massachusetts — cities she has known and 
loved which planted the idea for the shop’s name 
— one wall in the corner is still blank. 

“I’m saving that space for San Francisco,” she 
says.

She’s Got a Passion for Fashion
Fillmore’s newest boutique is an independent run by a native

“Too many women wear the same thing over and over,” says Evelyn 

Sanders-Haye (below), whose new boutique is located at 1820 Fillmore.

What’s diff erent?
“I don’t sell 

$700 shirts.”
— EVELYN SANDERS-HAYE
owner of A City Obsession

Laurel Village Shopping Center   
3545 California Street · 415/751-5767 · www.Standard5n10.com

  Saturday-Sunday 9am - 6 pm

 Your Neighborhood One-Stop Variety Store!
Family owned & operated since 1939
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GOOD WORKS

Featuring comedian Tig Notaro!

Thursday May 8 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco

3200 California Street
6:00pm to 9:30pm 

Join us for a reception, silent auction and 
special performance by comedian Tig Notaro!

Proceeds go to providing life-saving health care 
for underserved Bay Area women and girls. 

Silent auction includes offerings from 
neighborhood favorites, such as:

Florio, HeidiSays, Hiho Silver, Peruvian 
and Toujours 

Please call 415.820-7307 for more 
information, sponsorship opportunities, 

auction donations, or ticket sales.*
*Individual tickets: $125 each

womenscommunityclinic.org
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A Kinder Cut
Local hair salon off ers

homeless families 
help and hope

By Barbara Kate Repa

On a sunny afternoon in late March, Christine 
Coppola pulled up to the Compass Family Shel-
ter on Polk Street and opened the trunk of her car 

to unload an unlikely stash: a collection of combs, brushes, 
blow dryers, towels and hair potions and products. 

Coppola has worked at Renaissance Salon, a block 
off  Fillmore at 2600 Sacramento Street, for 19 years — 
and owned it for the last 15. For several months now, she 
has been leading a group of hair stylists who deliver the 
gift of grooming to the families living temporarily at the 
shelter.

Within moments of arriving at the shelter, she and two 
other stylists at Renaissance — Sara Nowacky and Josh 
McGill — transformed a basement area just off  a com-
munal kitchen into a makeshift salon.

“It’s a little diffi  cult not having the right chairs and all, 
but we make do,” Coppola explained cheerfully.

Her fi rst haircutting session at the shelter was last 
September and she has returned every eight weeks or so 
since then, enlisting a group of hairdresser friends from 
Renaissance and elsewhere. Shelter residents sign up for 
a styling session in advance; there are usually 10 to 20 
clients.

Coppola divined the idea after a friend asked her to 
volunteer as a babysitter at the shelter so the parents could 
get a break. Th at friend was Heidi Sabelhaus, owner of 
three women’s boutiques on Fillmore, who has volun-
teered at Compass for several years and spearheaded the 
babysitting service. 

While lending her hands and heart to babysitting, 
Coppola noticed that many of the children had unkempt 
and tangled hair. So she organized the makeshift salon.

“It’s nice to be able to give something to others,” she 
said. “And it seems like haircuts can often make people 
feel better about themselves. It’s especially important for 
the kids, I think. Th ey’re innocent bystanders in life — 

and if they go to school, it’s really important for them to 
feel good about how they look — not to get singled out 
by the other kids.”

During the visit in March, a little boy in bibtops waited 
his turn serenely in a high chair as his nervous dad super-
vised and fi dgeted. “He’s only 15 months old,” the dad 
explained, “and it’s his fi rst haircut.” A toddler getting a 
trim in the next chair began to squirm and cry, then man-
aged a smile when he saw the fi nal results in a hand-held 
mirror.

Th e adult clients were mostly serious and quiet; the ses-
sions lack the usual gossip and chatter that so often fl ows 
between the stylist and the styled. One woman specifi ed 
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she wanted to keep her long locks all one length; another 
asked for “just a trim” to her layered brown hair — all the 
while beaming at her young son in the chair next to her, 
whose hair was being transformed from an unruly mop 
into a short boyish ’do.

While she’s had some repeat clients at Compass, Cop-
pola said it is diffi  cult to forge relationships because resi-
dence at the shelter is a temporary.

 “It’s not what I expected it would be,” Coppola said 
of the shelter’s styling sessions. “I thought I’d just go in 
and cut kids’ bangs. But some of the women here haven’t 
had their hair cut in a very long time. With the women, 
you can immediately tell they feel better with a haircut. 

And if we can take care of their kids, too, it’s icing on the 
cake.”

Bianca Espinoza, a Renaissance client, works at the 
Compass shelter as a bilingual housing specialist helping 
fi nd permanent housing for families in crisis. Compass 
Family Shelter provides 22 rooms of temporary shelter 
for families, she said. Th ey can stay for up to six months, 
during which time they also get help with job training, 
placement and advocacy to help secure benefi ts and future 
housing — in addition to onsite child care, yoga, knitting 
and off site fi eld trips. Th ere’s a waiting list of more than 
200 families for the city’s three remaining public shelters, 
Espinoza said.

Coppola hopes to keep the momentum of the haircut-
ting program going and perhaps even expand it to include 
more shelters. 

“I’d also like to inspire more hairdressers to get involved 
— to do something outside their usual jobs,” she said. 
“Th is work can really open your eyes to someone else’s 
reality. And you never know: Some of the shelter residents 
may even be inspired to become stylists.”

Th ose interested in volunteering with the haircutting 
project can contact Christine Coppola at renaissancesalon
@renaissancesalonsf.com. For more information on the 
Compass Family Shelter, go to compass-sf.org.

“It’s his fi rst haircut.”
Some of the parents were more 

nervous than their kids — but not all — 

when Christine Coppola and her fellow 

stylists paid their latest visit to the 

Compass Family Center.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY SUSIE BIEHLER

THINK
LOCAL & 

CONNECTED

Highly competitive and famously complex, the San Francisco 

real estate market can be both challenging and rewarding. 

Zephyr turns savvy, informed Bay Area urbanites into 

successful homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrSF.com

THINK
SMART & 

URBAN
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On the southeast corner, Tortilla 
Heights owner Paul Owens is reportedly 
dancing with three potential buyers, despite 
signs trumpeting a new chef and colorful 
new promotional fl ags. One of those said 
to be eyeing the popular Cabo San Lucas-
inspired cantina is Ezra Berman, co-owner 
of the funky but hip Corner Store restau-
rant and bar at Geary and Masonic.

On the northeast corner, building own-
ers Moe and Sharon Tabar — also propri-
etors of the ground-fl oor Divisadero Flo-
rist for the past 32 years — are facing a city 
order to retrofi t the building to withstand a 
major earthquake. Th e building also houses 
six fl ats upstairs and the always-jammed 
Godzila Sushi on the corner. Godzila’s 
head chef David Gong recently bought the 
three-decade-old sushi parlor — home of 
the Tinky Winky roll — and has designs 
on expanding.

■

retail brokers and investors
say Divisadero Street is too folksy and per-
haps a bit too seedy to woo the moneyed 
corporate labels that have turned upper 
Fillmore Street into a fashion mecca. For 
Divisadero, brokers are targeting neighbor-
hood-serving tenants like the ones already 
there — Artistic Nails, Joe Freund’s State 
Farm Insurance offi  ce, Mr. and Mrs. Kim’s 

 FROM PAGE ONE Sunshine Express Cleaners, the Lucky 
Seven Smoke Shop and small eateries 
including Ocean Taqueria and the Cheese 
Steak Shop, which just re-upped its lease.

Yet despite its small-time storefronts 
and a heavy concentration of medical 
offi  ces surrounding UCSF Medical Center 
at Mt. Zion, the four blocks of Divisadero 
between Geary and California are begin-
ning to cash in on the cachet that started 
on the stretch of the street south of Geary 
a decade ago when Laurence Jossel, former 
chef at Chez Nous on Fillmore, opened the 

celebrated Nopa restaurant and gave the 
neighborhood its name. 

“Th e Divisadero corridor doesn’t have 
the pedestrian traffi  c Fillmore has, but it’s 
starting to grow,” says Charlie Castro, a res-
idential real estate agent for Pacifi c Union 
who helped put together the partnership 
that developed the condo and commercial 
project known as Th e Heights on Califor-
nia Street near Divisadero.

Already on that block and generating 

buzz and foot traffi  c for the area is the 
highly praised B. Pattisserie, which took 
over the space occupied by breakfast spot 
Crepe and Coff ee. On the high-profi le 
corner of California and Divisadero, Wild 
Hare has proven even more popular than 
Solstice, which it replaced. A block south, 
newcomer Presidio Pizza Company, which 
took over the corner spot at Pine Street 
long occupied by Frankie’s Bohemian Cafe, 
has been packing in customers from open-
ing to late-night closing.

Rents are going up, leading to concerns 

among some existing small businesses and 
the departure of a few longtime tenants. 

Th e fears were fanned by rumors that 
the Schmidt family from the Peninsula has 
drastically increased the rent on their build-
ing at 1807 Divisadero, next door to the 
King of Falafel, from $2,500 to $10,000. 
Longtime ground fl oor tenant Wee Scotty 
is currently having a moving sale, and the 
fate of DanceGround Keriac Dance Studio 
upstairs is in limbo.

But Ken Brownell, a leasing broker 
with TRI Commercial who represents the 
Schmidt family, says there’s nothing sin-
ister about a rent increase for a storefront 
that has been below market for years. He 
says the patriarch passed away and his 
children felt the rent should be raised from 
under $1 a square foot, which their dad had 
levied for years, to $3.33 a foot — or just 
under $8,000 a month. Brownell expects 
the space will lease to a “neighborhood 
serving” merchant and says interest in the 
storefront is strong. 

■

still, a low-profile lender
to many real estate investors sees plenty of 
signs that Divisadero isn’t about to rein-
vent itself entirely. “Th e street is staying 
mom and pop,” he says. “You’ve only got 
one, maybe two, national credit tenants — 
a Starbucks and an H&R Block. You could 
have had a national chain tenant move 
into the space at California and Divisadero 
when Solstice left, but it didn’t happen — 
and that’s a very prominent corner.”

It’s no surprise that some Divisadero 
merchants don’t want to see the street too 
spiff ed up. 

“Everyone thought we were the arm-
pit of the neighborhood because we’re at 
Bush and not on Filllmore or Sacramento,” 
says Sharon Chan, co-owner of Divisadero 
Florist. “But we’ve been here 30 years and 
handle the fl owers for much of Pacifi c 
Heights — residents, society events, even 
celebrities. We did fl owers for Ted Danson 
when he was dating Whoopi Goldberg. 
We’re just a secret here and we like it that 
way.”

Th e Buzz on Divis

“Th e Divisadero corridor doesn’t have the pedestrian 
traffi  c Fillmore has, but it’s starting to grow.”

— CHARLIE CASTRO
real estate agent with Pacifi c Union

FOREST BOOKS 
Quality Used & Rare Books 

 

Japantown Plaza | 1748 Buchanan Street
415-563-8302 | Open Daily Noon until 8 pm | forestbooks.net

Change may be coming to all four 
corners at Divisadero and Bush.



April 2014   NEW FILLMORE   9

2480 Sacramento (at Fillmore)  |  415-931-9100
sffinejewelry.com  |  elitefinejewelry@hotmail.com

Custom Jewelry Designs 

 Jewelry & Watch Repair

Diamond Brokers

Buy and Appraise Watches,  
Coins, Jewelry & Estates 

ELITE
FINE JEWELRY

1820 fillmore street  (between sutter & bush)

GRAND OPENING

GO OUT.  BE SEEN. TURN HEADS.  HAVE FUN!

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
S

 B
Y

 E
R

IK
 A

N
D

E
R

S
O

N

A 
nother sweeping change 
on upper Divisadero is the addition 
of more residential housing.

One condo project, Th e Heights, has 
already sold out. Its 13 contemporary con-
dominiums are blended into the block of 
shops and eateries on California Street and 
then wrapped around so that they also face 
Divisadero. Last year, sales of the two and 
three bedroom homes with 1,300 to 2,000 
square feet ranged from $1.25 million to 
$1.8 million.

But what makes this a standout example 
of mixing modern urban housing in with a 
strip of Victorian buildings and nondescript 
storefronts is its genesis: A San Francisco 
real estate broker, not a deep-pocketed 

developer, dreamed it up, designed it, 
fought for it, built it and sold it. 

What’s more, Charlie Castro, who sells 
homes for Pacifi c Union and who cobbled 
together the partnership that developed 
Th e Heights, had the foresight to include 
three commercial condominiums — 
allowed under the zoning laws — in the 
project.

As a result, the proprietors of a new 
vegan restaurant opening on Divisadero 
later this year paid Th e Heights $300,000 
to buy their 800 square foot space and will 
not have to worry about a landlord jacking 
up the rent or selling the building. With 
their own skin in the game, they can amass 
equity and benefi t from property appre-

ciation — if the neighborhood’s popularity  
continues to grow.

Castro sold the commercial condo on 
the California Street side of the project to 
nearby neighbor Tataki Sushi, a hotspot 
that always has a line outside its door. 
For $850,000, Tataki got a 2,300 square 
foot space that will allow the restaurant 
and sushi bar to quadruple in size when 
it moves a few doors down the block later 
this year.

■

strong demand for condos — 
sales were up nearly 22 percent in the 
neighborhood last year — has to be good 
news for KB Home’s venture at 2655 Bush 
on the corner of Divisadero.

In August 2012, Mill Valley-based 
Th ompson/Dorfman Partners, which 
describes itself as “urban residential devel-
opment” specialists, picked up the fi nan-
cially distressed property for a bargain 
$14.5 million.

“Th ere are several major employers in 
the area. Th is includes UCSF and Kai-
ser Permanente. Th e walkability of this 
location would be off  the charts,” Bruce 
Dorfman, a principal in the fi rm, recently 
told Th e Registry, a real estate news 
website. 

But when a real estate broker told 
Dorfman and his partners they could make 
nearly a 250 percent profi t on the cor-
ner in 18 months by selling out to major 
international player KB Home  — the 
old Kaufman & Broad — they leaped at 
the deal.

KB Home has a cost of $469,000 per 
condo, but representatives will not discuss 
details of the living units. Several develop-
ers and brokers say condos at the low end 
are fetching $1,000 a square foot today, 
which could lead to a $1 million price tag 
— at least.

Although mum on details of the condos, 
the developer is actively hunting for a ten-
ant for its 3,800 square foot ground fl oor 
retail space. 

“We’re in discussions with multiple 
fi nancial institutions as well as restaurants 
and we’re open to proposals from any 
interested parties regarding neighborhood-
serving retail,” says Chris Homs, associate 
vice president of Terranomics Retail Ser-
vices.

— chris barnett

Work is underway on the corner where megabuilder KB Home is putting 81 new condos.

A Boom
in Condos
Helps Spark
Upper Divis
Success of  Th e Heights
sets the stage for a
much bigger project
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The Elite Cafe
Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street   ◆   4 1 5 . 6 7 E L I T E
www.The Elite Cafe.com

MEXICAN CLASSICS

We love catering your fiestas! 

2401 California Street @ Fillmore

SERVING 

Mary’s Chicken, Chopped Salads, Brisket  

& a great selection of canned beers!

1963 SUTTER STREET AT FILLMORE  |  415.776.6783  |  Roostertailsf.com

SUNNY BACK PATIO  DELIVERY  CATERING 

OPEN DAILY:

DAILY SPECIALS 

Come taste over 350 great products!

spiceace.com    415.885.3038    info@spiceace.com    

1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets)
Pacific Heights, San Francisco , CA 94115   

Spring clean your spices!
We carry over 350 spices, herbs, salts, 

peppers, chiles, sugars, extracts, blends & 
gift sets from all over the world. We bring 

you the finest ingredients and variety 
possible, at affordable prices. Become a Facebook fan. Search “Florio Cafe & Bar”

Tweet us!
twitter.com/fl oriosf

1915 Fillmore Street • (415) 775-4300 • fl oriosf.com
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By Kelly E. Carter

I didn’t have to venture far to gain 
inspiration to write Th e Dog Lover’s 
Guide to Travel, which is being pub-

lished this month by National Geographic. 
Every time Lucy, my longhair Chihuahua, 
and I walk out the front door of our Art 
Deco building in Pacifi c Heights, we step 
into pooch paradise.

Th ere’s a jar of dog treats on the fl oor, 
right at eye level for four-legged visitors, 
at Heidi Says Collections. Th ere are water 
bowls for perambulating pooches near the 
entrances of many businesses along Fill-
more Street. Th ere’s a collection of canines 
romping off -leash at Alta Plaza and Lafay-

ette parks. Th ere 
are hounds 
curled up at 
their humans’ 
feet at Chou-
quet’s, the Elite 
Cafe, Delfi na, 
Tully’s, Peet’s 
and other 
establishments 
that off er al 
fresco seating. 

Neighbor-
hood institutions such as Bond Cleaners 
— where owner Phil Kaplan always had a 
treat for Lucy — Mrs. Dewson’s Hats and 
Fillmore Hardware are no more. But dogs 
are here to stay.

■

I moved into the neighborhood, join-
ing my beau, less than two years ago. Since 

BOOKS

Travels With Lucy
A local writer’s new book started close to home

then, Lucy and I have gotten to know many 
of the pooches of Pacifi c Heights, includ-
ing Sophie the Yorkie, Corey the Pomera-
nian mix, Henry the Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel, Sophie the Havanese, Tammy II 
the Welsh terrier and Bella the Sheltie.

Neighbors who know I’m a pet travel 
writer have stopped to ask my opinion on 
the most luxe dog-friendly hotels in down-
town Los Angeles, advice on taking a dog 
to St. Barth and thoughts on the Four Sea-
sons Riviera Nayarit for dogs. I’m always 
happy to dispense advice and shared my 
knowledge gleaned from 12 years of trav-

eling with Lucy — some of which is also 
posted online at Th eJetSetPets.com.

Fittingly, Lucy and I met in Novem-
ber 2001 at an airport. Since then, we’ve 
hopscotched from my native Los Angeles 
to Italy, where we enjoyed two years of la 
dolce vita in Florence and Positano; to New 
York, where we hustled and bustled for four 
years; and to Los Angeles again for two 
years before settling here. 

Our travels throughout the U.S., Europe, 
Mexico, the Caribbean and Canada 
aff orded a perspective on how this neigh-
borhood stacks up in terms of doggishness. 

Here, no one scolds me for dropping a 
tightly knotted bag of poop in their outside 
trash receptacle as they sometimes did in 
Positano. People just appreciate when you 
do the right thing and pick up. 

■

Taking Lucy on leash into Pacifi c 
Heights Cleaners, where the staff  doles 
out dog treats; next door to Juicy News, 
where a gumball-like dispenser full of 
doggy bones sits outside the door; and in 
the boutiques along Fillmore Street means 
I can run most errands while she gets her 
walk. George, with its off erings for posh 
pooches, and Barry’s for Pets provide an 
array of retail options while Russian Hill 
Grooming Express keeps canines clean.

And having a respected animal hospi-
tal and shelter, the Pacifi c Heights campus 
of the SF SPCA, which recently merged 
with Pets Unlimited, adds to the neighbor-
hood’s pet appeal. It’s nearly impossible to 
walk by the massive building without get-
ting caught up looking at the pictures of 
the adorable faces of the pets available for 
adoption taped to the windows. I’m one of 
the shelter’s dog walker volunteers. Since 
my Lucy moves at a snail’s pace, those 
duties allow me to get some real exercise 
and aff ord a couple of more hours a week 
to mix and mingle with fellow pet parents 
in the neighborhood.

Kelly Carter’s new book, Th e Dog Lover’s 
Guide to Travel, featuring 75 destinations 
in the U.S. and Canada to vacation with a 
dog, is available at Browser Books at 2195 
Fillmore Street. 

Kelly Carter and her pooch Lucy stop to shop and snack at Heidi Says on Fillmore Street.
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MUSIC

By Judy Goddess

Many agree that choir music 
can be a joyful noise. And choir 
members often fi nd singing ful-

fi lling and fun. But a new study recently 
launched locally aims to uncover whether 
singing in a choir can actually help older 
adults have longer and healthier lives.

As part of the study, the 15-member 
Community of Voices choir gave a lively 
gospel performance on March 20 at the 
Western Addition Senior Center at Fill-
more and Turk led by maestro Firstname 
Curtis and his wife, Nola Curtis. Maestro 
Curtis, a renowned San Francisco Bay 
Area music legend, producer and author, 
has a background in classical music as well 
as jazz, gospel, R&B, funk, folk and coun-
try. Haruwn Wesley on upright bass and 
Larry Douglas on trumpet accompanied 
the choir at the concert.

“I know singing in the choir makes 
people happier,” says the center’s director, 
Robin Bill. “People who were quiet when 
they fi rst came to our center in Septem-
ber are now stepping up. You can see the 
improvement in the choir from when they 
fi rst met to now.” Th e Western Addition 
choir previously performed at the City Hall 
celebration of Kwanzaa and at the Parc 55 
hotel, and another performance is planned 
for the fall. 

“We believe singing in a choir and other 
creative arts can promote healthy aging,” 
says Julene Johnson, a UCSF professor and 
founder and director of the Community of 
Voices study. “We were looking for a way 

“I wanted to keep my memory alive. Th is helps me 
focus, particularly the memory work.”

— BEVERLY QUAN
recent retiree and choir member

for older people to remain independent and 
engaged. We knew that to have an eff ect 
the activity had to be meaningful, engaging 
and challenging. Th e creative arts do that.”

Other smaller and less rigorously 
designed studies have explored the 

impact of singing in a choir, but this is 
the fi rst large-scale look at the physical 
strength, balance, memory and moods of 
singers versus non-singers. Singing has 
already been shown to improve short-
ness of breath, which is experienced 

by about a third of all older adults.
Th e current study is a collaboration 

between UCSF, the San Francisco Com-
munity Music Center and 12 senior centers 
throughout the city. It’s funded by a $1.9 
million grant from the National Institutes 
of Health. 

Study results will be released in 2017, 
but many participants are already singing 
the choir’s praises.

 “When I retired, everything started giv-
ing way. I thought maybe I shouldn’t have 
retired,” says Haines C. Morgan. “When I 
heard about the choir, I joined up and I’m 
feeling better. It gave me a chance to meet 
other people — and I can sing again.” A 
retired executive chef and Fillmore resident, 
Haines, fi ttingly nicknamed “Happy,” is an 
experienced singer and entertainer who 
performed R&B at clubs in the Fillmore 
during the ’60s.

A veteran of the karaoke circuit, Miguel 
Garcia, agreed. “Music has always been 
a passion and an escape for me,” he says. 
“Th is is a great opportunity.”

Singing experience is not required for 
Community of Voices participants. Th e 
choirs are open to those 60 and older with 
an interest in singing, a willingness to com-
plete three study interviews with UCSF 
staff ers and the commitment to attend a 
year of weekly rehearsals and perform in 
three public concerts. 

Choir member Al Rodriguez recalls 
being fortifi ed by music as a youngster. “In 
the summertime in the Philippines, where 
I grew up, the boys would walk miles to 
serenade a girl,” he says. “We’d each sing a 

Sing and Live Longer? New Study Aims to Find Out

Members of the Community of Voices choir sing at the Western Addition Senior Center.
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Find out more at shcp.edu

Fearless, We Pursue
THE SPOTLIGHT

A Life Care Community
415.922.9700 | sequoias-sf.org 

1400 Geary Boulevard

This not-for-profit community is part of Northern California Presbyterian 
Homes and Services. License# 380500593 COA# 097

Win and Pat Westfall have more time now 
to pursue their love of travel and exploring. 
Along with our amenities – a central location, 
Spectacular views, healthcare options and 
freedom from cooking and cleaning, comes the 
peace of mind knowing that, at the drop of a 
hat, you can lock your door and embark on a 
new adventure. Call Candiece at (415) 351-7900 
to learn more, or to schedule a personal visit. 
Be inspired!

Our
wanderlust

hasn’t
changed.

enjoy.

It’s just
easier to
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song and then the girl would sing her own 
song to us. She’d also cook a meal for us. 
Th at was my singing experience before I 
joined this choir.”

Rodriguez is new to gospel music. “I 
never heard this kind of music, but I like 

it,” he says. “And I like the choir. Everyone 
is friendly and cooperative, and I love to 
sing.”

Beverly Quan, a recent retiree, was 
drawn to the choir as a learning experience. 
“I sang in school choirs decades ago, and 

thought it was time to refresh this skill as 
an older adult,” she says. “Also, I wanted to 
keep my memory alive. Th is helps me focus, 
particularly the memory work.”

And for Quan, there’s another benefi t. 
“It’s really special being able to share this 

with an audience,” she says, “being able to 
spread our happiness around.”

For more information on the study, go to 
communityofvoices.org. To apply to be in the 
choir, contact Rachel Freyre at 476-5903.

The Western Addition 

choir performed in the 

rotunda of City Hall 

during the celebration of 

Kwanzaa in December. 

Another performance is 

planned for the fall.
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Chic 4BD/3.5BA Home.

Marina

M.J. Thomas 

Remodeled 3BD/3BA 
Condo on 2 Levels. 

Buena Vista Park

Sandra Bagnatori 

Scott Brittain 

Exceptional Single Family 
View Home.

Russian Hill

Meagan Levitan 

Fantastic 
Remodeled Victorian. 

Annie Williams

Elegant and Prestigious 
3BD/2BA Remodeled 
Park Avenue Style 
Coop. 

Paula Pagano

Mid Century Modern 
Family Home with 
Views of the Golden 
Gate Bridge.

Sea Cliff

Jane Ivory

Coming Soon!

Presidio Heights

Annie Williams

Sophisticated Multi-level 
3BD + Den/2BA Townhouse. 

Cow Hollow

Joan Gordon

David Cohen
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Sales are fast but few
The list of properties sold this month is surprisingly small — not because of a 

lack of buyers, but because of a lack of inventory. Entering the middle of the hot 

spring market, there has been an increase in much-needed inventory, but the 

number of homes available is still not meeting the demand. All but one of the 14 

condos that sold last month were snapped up in 18 days or fewer at an average 

of 110 percent over asking. Gone are the days of long contingency periods and a 

few thousand extra dollars to sweeten the pot. 

And the same holds true for single family homes, as three of the seven sales 

in the last month closed after less than a week on the market — at an average 

price of $5.4 million.

Noteworthy: The inimitable manse at 2800 Pacifi c has gone into contract after 

775 days on the market. It will be interesting to see the fi nal sales price, as it 

fi rst listed in July 2011 for $12.5 million, then bounced up and then down to its 

current listing price of $8.9 million.

— Data and commentary provided by MARIA MARCHETTI at Sotheby’s International 

Realty. Contact her at maria@mariamarchetti.com or call 415/699-8008.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft  Days Date Asking Sale 

2385 Bush St    4 2 0 1706 86 2/21/2014 1,292,000 1,492,000 

1918 Pine St    4 4.5 3 4640 0 2/26/2014 3,400,000 3,600,000 

3352 Washington St   4 4.5 2 3338 5 2/19/2014 4,250,000 4,325,000 

3030 Washington St   3 3.5 2 3890 0 3/5/2014 4,950,000 4,950,000 

2746 Buchanan St    4 4.5 3  23 3/7/2014 5,495,000 5,495,000 

100 Spruce St    7 4.5 2 5465 20 2/25/2014 7,995,000 7,600,000 

2550 Green St    5 5 2 5888 79 2/21/2014 11,000,000 10,000,000 

   

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

1450 Post St #502    1 1 1 540 249 2/28/2014 115,000 115,000 

1805 Fillmore St #205   1 1 1 610 7 3/13/2014 599,000 640,000 

1800 Washington St #212   1 1 1 745 11 2/27/2014 699,000 775,000 

2436 Jackson St #3   2 1 0 795 18 3/7/2014 695,000 780,600 

1885 Jackson St #402   2 2 1 878 0 3/5/2014 850,000 850,000 

3140 Clay St #2    2 1 1 1062 11 3/13/2014 795,000 1,010,000 

2147 Greenwich St   2 1 1 1263 10 3/6/2014 949,000 1,100,000 

3136 Scott St    2 1 1  10 2/25/2014 995,000 1,100,000 

1501 Greenwich St #101   2 2 2 1048 13 3/13/2014 1,029,000 1,150,000 

2128 Vallejo St #3    2 2 2 1595 0 2/19/2014 1,365,000 1,365,000 

1733 Scott St #2    2 2.5 1 1488 9 3/7/2014 1,150,000 1,410,000 

1865 California St #3   3 2 1 1510 7 3/14/2014 1,295,000 1,550,000 

1859 Scott St    3 3 1 2586 14 3/5/2014 1,899,000 2,100,000 

3233 Jackson St #1  3 3.5 1  7 3/10/2014 3,995,000 4,200,000

Mayor Lee: Support the Middle Class in San Francisco

We depend on skilled professionals like Neal Patel to keep 
the water flowing, buses moving, hospitals open, and all  
the other things our city needs to operate. Let’s support 
a long delayed 5% cost of living raise. Because while we 
can’t correct every wage inequity in San Francisco, we can 
start with more than 4,000 city employees. 

Learn more at 21UnsungHeroes.org.

LOCAL 21 – PROFESSIONAL PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

HE’S SKILLED.
HE’S YOUR NEIGHBOR.

HE KEEPS  
THE CITY MOVING. 

5% 
FOR

FAIRNESS

NEAL PATEL Transit Planner

Learn how your business 
tax will be changing. 
For more information, go to  
www.sfbiztax.org, call 
311 or (415) 701-2311 or 
contact a tax professional 
for additional assistance.
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Th e Golden Years: Contemplating a Move

While not eager to leave 
our comfortable home, the 
responsible thing seems to 
be to examine our options.

olli @ sf state

Courses starting April 7 include:

Gandhi in His Time and Ours

Book Magic:  A Hands on Bookmaking Workshop

Everything You Wanted to Know  About Computers, 
But Were Afraid to Ask

The Ecology of the San Francisco Bay

The Cultural Context of Impressionism

For more information, visit us at olli.sfsu.edu or call 415.817.4243 .

Most classes meet 2 hours 
a week for 6 weeks, are 
no larger than 42 students 
and are located at the 
Downtown Campus near 
Powell Street muni/bart.

By Hazel Reitz

My husband and I lead active lives 
and are in pretty good health. But 
the years are marching on, and to 

our surprise we suddenly fi nd ourselves in our 
70s. A barrage of mail and phone calls pushing 
medical alert devices, walk-in bathtubs and 
lifetime care establishments underscores that 
sobering thought. While not eager to leave our 
comfortable home, the responsible thing seems 
to be to examine our options. So together with 
friends of a similar age, we recently embarked on 
a series of visits to local “life care communities.” 

■ 

Our fi rst visit was in response to an invitation 
for tea and a tour of an expensive, elegant 
establishment in the neighborhood. We walked 
into a vast hotel-like lobby with acres of 
beautiful rugs and were promptly handed cups of 
tea. I did my best to juggle umbrella, shopping 
bag, purse and the beautiful china cup and saucer 
as we were ushered toward a deep sofa. But as I 
sank into its soft cushions, I watched in horror 
as my cup tilted, gave in to the force of gravity 
and fell to the fl oor, its contents spilling all over 
the gorgeous rug. 

As the waiter and our guide mopped both me 
and the rug and swore that no damage had been 
done, I was sure I saw them exchange a knowing 
look that said: Here’s one who’s more than ready 
for us. As we sipped our tea and feasted on petit 
fours and strawberries dipped in chocolate, the 
staff  briefed us on the benefi ts the establishment 
had to off er, stressing it was important not to 
delay our decision too long. Th e main criterion 
for admittance, in addition to a healthy bank 
account, is being in good enough health to live 
independently at move-in time. Assisted care 
followed by long-term and end-of-life care are 
available later if necessary.

Several residents — or “inmates,” as one 
of our group referred to them — told us that 
making the move there was the best thing they 
had ever done. And they did seem to be a happy, 
interesting group: artists, writers, doctors, people 
who had traveled the world as had we. 

■ 

We listened to the wonders available: 
comfortable apartments, a renowned dining 
room, beauty shop, gym, limousine service to the 
ballet and theater and opera, poetry readings, art 
lessons, cocktail parties and a myriad of other 

activities. Th ere was even a designated person to 
assist with the physical move, providing advice 
on what furniture and such to bring. 

Th e assurance that we would be taken care of 
from the minute we decided to make the move 
until death was appealing. We could cast off  all 
the worries and responsibilities of everyday life 
and simply enjoy whatever years remain.

Th e apartments were compact — either 
one bedroom or two — but well designed and 
comfortable and free to be decorated as desired. 
Art fi lled the walls of the corridors. Th e lounges, 
sunrooms, sheltered patio chaises and a well-
stocked library with a fi re all cried welcome. 

When I saw a small cat ambling around the 
hallway, I was ready to move in right away. 

It was only after we had left all its glories 
behind that we questioned whether we were 
really prepared to give up our independence and 
invest all we had in buying the apartment — in 
reality an entrance fee — and paying thousands 
of dollars a month for all the services provided. 
Once committed, it would be fi nancially 
prohibitive to change plans, certainly after the 
fi rst year.

■ 

My very private husband was also deterred 
by living in such close proximity with so many 
others, and was particularly put off  by a large 
bulletin board displaying photos of new arrivals. 
Another concern was living solely with people of 
our own age group. And so we pushed the idea 
of moving to the back of our minds — that is, 
until a recent trying week spent with plumbers 
and electricians following the demise of our 
water heater and some other electrical problems. 
Perhaps the time had come to let someone else 
take care of the endless nitty-gritties of life. We 
arranged to visit another establishment. 

Th is one seemed more relaxed and less 
formal than the fi rst, and we got the impression 

the residents had a great deal of input into 
how it was run. Th e apartments we saw were 
spacious, with lots of light and wonderful views. 
Th ere were also lovely terraced gardens — 
including one with individual plots for residents 
who wanted to grow their own fl owers and 
vegetables, a dog park and a rooftop with a 
360-degree view of San Francisco and the bay. 
While the apartments did not have full kitchens, 
communal kitchens were available and we were 
assured plans were afoot to put proper kitchens 
into some of the apartments. 

Our guide led us around the dining room and 
the library — which included a special section 
of books written by residents — the gym, the 
rooms for games and meetings.  People were 
doing puzzles, painting, exercising; a martini 
night was planned for that evening. Here, too, 
many services were provided, including a weekly 
mystery tour organized by the shuttle bus driver. 
But importantly for us, we got the sense that 
there was no pressure to participate in anything 
that didn’t beckon. And we heard a wonderful 
story about a couple in their 90s who had dated 
each other when very young, found each other 
again in the residence and rekindled their 
romance. 

As we left the building, we commented that 
everyone looked old. But then, so do we — 
though perhaps less so than the 103-year-old 
who has lived there for more than 30 years.

■ 

We have not yet decided whether one of 
these fi ne places will be our future home, but 
the pros are defi nitely more numerous than the 
cons: lovely accommodations, every meal cooked 
and served, complete care with onsite medical 
staff , activities galore, lots of companionship 
for bridge, art and exercise classes, organized 
outings, cocktail parties and every service 
imaginable.   

Th e cons are few and harder to defi ne, but 
there are enough of them to allow us to continue 
to procrastinate. Th e costs are high. And we 
would miss the diversity that makes up our 
current neighborhood. But perhaps our main 
reservation is not quite acknowledging that we 
may not be able do everything for ourselves in 
the not so distant future.

As we consider and reconsider, we are 
justifying deferring any decision until we have 
explored a few more possible places to call 
home.

1904 FILLMORE STREET 415.771.4446
hihosilver.com



Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, 
fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore 
is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.     — Gourmet magazine

GIFTS & FLOWERS
Cottage Industry
2326 Fillmore    885-0326
Fillmore Florist
1880 Fillmore    929-5200
In Water
2132 Fillmore    359-1232
L’Occitane
2207 Fillmore    563-6600
Nest
2300 Fillmore    292-6199
Paper Source
1925 Fillmore  409-7710 
Papyrus
2109 Fillmore    474-1171

HOME & GARDEN
Duxiana
1803 Fillmore    673-7134
Flor
2226 Bush    359-9790
Jonathan Adler
2133 Fillmore    563-9500
Music Lovers Audio
2295 Bush 345-8111 
The Shade Store
1932 Fillmore  848-9179  
Zinc Details
1905 Fillmore    776-2100

JEWELRY
Alexis Bittar
1942 Fillmore    567-5113
Elite Fine Jewelry
2480 Sacramento 931-9100
Eric Trabert Goldsmith
2420 Fillmore    567-8887
Gallery of Jewels
2115 Fillmore    771-5099
Hi Ho Silver
1904 Fillmore    771-4446
Surprise Party Beads & Shells
1900 Fillmore    771-8550

NEWS & BOOKS
Browser Books
2195 Fillmore    567-8027
Juicy News
2453 Fillmore    441-3051
Marcus Books
1712 Fillmore    346-4222

 

PETS
Aqua Forest Aquarium
1718 Fillmore    929-8883
Barry for Pets
1840 Fillmore    346-8899
George
2512 Sacramento 441-0564
Pets Unlimited
2343 Fillmore    563-6700
Russian Hill Dog Grooming
2178 Bush   931-1108

ART & ANTIQUES
Kuraya Japanese Antiques
2425 California 885-3313
Mureta’s Antiques
2418 Fillmore    922-5652
Narumi Japanese Antiques
1902 Fillmore    346-8629
Thomas Reynolds Gallery
2291 Pine    441-4093
Walter Adams Framing
2019B Fillmore    922-6811

CLOTHING & SHOES
A City Obsession
1820 Fillmore  510-238-5122
Alice & Olivia
2259 Fillmore  813-2805
Asmbly Hall
1850 Fillmore  567-5953
Athleta
2226 Fillmore  345-8501 
Black Fleece
2223 Fillmore    931-2203
Cielo
2225 Fillmore    776-0641
Cotelac
1930 Fillmore    351-0200
Crosswalk Shoes
2122 Fillmore    921-0292
Curve
2360 Fillmore    885-4200
De Novo
2413 California    563-5937
Eileen Fisher
2216 Fillmore  346-2133
Elizabeth Charles
2056 Fillmore  440-2100
Ella Moss
1913 Fillmore    409-6197
Erica Tanov
2408 Fillmore    674-1228
Gimme Shoes
2358 Fillmore    441-3040
Heidi Says
2426 Fillmore    749-0655
Heidi Says Casual
2416 Fillmore    749-1144
Heidi Says Shoes
2105 Fillmore    409-6850
James Perse
2028 Fillmore    885 0300
Jigsaw
2121 Fillmore  931-5520
Joie
2116 Fillmore  400-0367
Lilith
2029 Fillmore    913-7600
Limu
2237 Fillmore    567-9500
Marc by Marc Jacobs
2142 Fillmore  447-9322
Margaret O’Leary
2400 Fillmore    771-9982
Mio
2035 Fillmore    931-5620
Mudpie
2185 Fillmore  771-9262 
Paolo Shoes
2000 Fillmore    885-5701
Peruvian Connection
2326 Fillmore    513-1559
Prana
1928 Fillmore    590-3970
Ralph Lauren
2040 Fillmore    440-6536
Roberta Freymann
2055 Fillmore    563-8595 
ruti
2119 Fillmore    441-4412
Sandro
2033 Fillmore    292-4841
Scotch & Soda
2031 Fillmore    580-7443
Steven Alan
1919 Fillmore    351-1499 
sunhee moon
1833 Fillmore    928-1800
Toujours
2484 Sacramento 346-3988
2130
2130 Fillmore  563-1717

RESALE
Crossroads Trading Co.
1901 Fillmore    775-8885
Goodwill Industries
1669 Fillmore    354-8570
Repeat Performance
2436 Fillmore    563-3123
Seconds to Go
2252 Fillmore    563-7806

SERVICES
Artists Inn
2231 Pine  346-1919
Copy.net
2404 California    567-5888
Invision Optometry
1907 Fillmore    563-9003
Jet Mail
2184 Sutter    922-9402
R. Carrie Insurance
2140 Sutter    567-7660
S.F. Boot & Shoe Repair
2448 Fillmore    567-6176
Skyline Cellular
1920 Post    751-8282
UPS Store
2443 Fillmore    922-6245
Walgreens
1899 Fillmore    771-4603


