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Seen and Unseen

Even after she had become one of the grande dames of American photography,
Imogen Cunningham liked to wander the streets of San Francisco with her black
cape, her camera and her wicked wit. What one critic called her “disposition
toward images of decay” led her in 1956 to take an afternoon stroll through the
Western Addition. In an area being destroyed in the name of urban renewal,
she photographed abandoned storefronts and buildings. Among the images
she made that afternoon was “Self-Portrait on Geary Street,” pictured above. It
is included in “Seen and Unseen,” an exhibition of Cunningham’s photographs
that will be shown this month at the Robert Tat Gallery at 49 Geary Street.

More information: 781-1122 or www.roberttat.com.

Vogue Theater
Gets a New
Lease on Life

Foundation takes over
historic cinema and
vows to make it better

NEW OWNER and operator, along
with an infusion of cash and en-
thusiasm, have given new life to

the Vogue Theater, which has been operat-
ing since 1912 near the intersection of Sac-
ramento Street and Presidio Avenue.

The San Francisco Neighborhood The-
ater Foundation bought the theatre, one
of San Francisco’s longest running movie
houses, on August 21.

The Vogue will continue to present first-
run films, but will also become a venue for
special events such as private screenings
and film festivals.

It is now operated by Michael Wilkin-
son of Peerless Entertainment, who has
extensive experience operating historic
theaters.

“We couldn’t have asked for a better
arrangement,” says theatre manager Herb
Kaufman, who has been at the Vogue for
six years and will continue to manage the
theater. Kaufman has been in theatre man-
agement for 20 years, including a stint at

the Clay on Fillmore.
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MINA PAHLEVAN

MORE ON FILLMORE’S
COFFEE SHOPS

The Proprietor’s Perspective
PAGE 6

Don’t Forget Martha Brothers
PAGE 7

Has Beans Is Reborn in New York
PAGE 8



Custom Lraming
Q/{/{Z&/
oz .
E{f berd [ esiqn

From expensive oil paintings to posters, photos,
gift frames and even 3-d objects — the experts at
Walter Adams Framing will give your artwork a

perfect, custom, tasteful touch.
residio Ave.

illmore St.
West Portal Ave.

FRAMING

WalterAdamsFraming.com

The Western Addition Library Campaign
NEEDS YOU

An ENGRAVED BRICK recognizes
your $250 contribution to i
help raise necessary funds
to furnish and equip our
neighborhood library
at Scott and Geary. -

FRIENDS

www.friendssfpl.org

For more information, please contact Christine Leishman
626-7512 ext. 101 or Christine.leishman@friendssfpl.org

Come home to the heart of the city, where you will

find The Carlisle — condominiums for independent
seniors in San Francisco. Enjoy all that San Francisco

has to offer and one of the best real estate values.

The Cuarliste

Now MANAGED By SUNRISE SENIOR LivING

Call 415-929-0200 today to schedule a tour.
And to learn more about our exceptional
services & upscale amenities.

1450 Post Street, San Francisco, CA 94109

A Sunrise Senior Living Condominium
A Continuing Care Retirement Community

EQUAL HOUSING ‘ E\
OPPORTUNITY

RCFE #385600359 CCRC# 216

LOCAL FLAVOR

Freddie Powell still has the sign that held his daily sayings.

What’s the Good Word?

A storefront philosopher is fondly recalled

ARLIER THIS YEAR, the New
EF illmore published an article

that has probably drawn more
response than anything else published
here in recent years.

It was a letter left by departing
residents for their successors listing
some of their favorite things about the
neighborhood. It turned out the letter
had been passed along again and again
for more than 20 years. And it struck a
chord with others who recalled shops
that had come and gone.

In one part the letter said:

“The grocery on Sutter has the
friendliest two shop owners in the
neighborhood. Each morning they
post a ‘saying of the day’and they
love a good chat.”

Friends saw the reference and
mentioned it to Freddie Powell, who
was one of the friendly owners of
Weldon’s Market — and the one who
posted the daily sayings.

“Wow,” he said after reading the
story. “Somebody remembered.”

Powell said his “Words for the Day”

were inspired by his grandmother, who

encouraged positive thinking.

“Each day I put a different saying
in the window,” Powell said. “The
majority were positive affirmations
— no politics, no race.”

“It wasn't until I missed a day that
I found out how important it had
become to other people,” he said.

So he kept it up, nearly every day,
from 1978 until 1996, when they
leased the market to others. He still
has stacks of pink cards he posted.

“How have you been helping?”

“It’s not this way all of the time.”

“Be like cream.”

“It’s your show and you're the star.”

“Talk about it with a friend.”

“It’s time to make some changes.”

“Turkeys everywhere.”

A bit of old Fillmore lives on.

4

B AT THE MARKET

Tomato sushi?

Yes, that’s Yoshimi Oune, owner of the Maruya sushi shop on Fillmore, spotted
on a Saturday morning admiring the tomatoes at the Fillmore Farmers Market.
“It's true, there are no tomatoes in traditional Japanese food,” she says, “but |
love tomatoes — especially these heirloom tomatoes.” The market continues

on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Fillmore and O’Farrell. “People say go to
the Ferry Building,” she says, “but it's too far away. | like the Fillmore market.”
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

New Brass Vows ‘Nordstrom Service’ at Northern Station

A return to Fillmore Street gives captain a platform to build relations between officers and residents

By Do~ LANGLEY

APTAIN Al Casciato, 57, the new

commander of the Northern Sta-

tion of the San Francisco Police
Department on Fillmore Street, says he
believes in traditional policing that encour-
ages more face-to-face contact between of-
ficers and the public.

In his first weeks in charge, after a quick
job shift on July 30 with former Captain
Kevin Dillon, he has already begun rede-
ploying forces to implement his ideas.

The Northern District includes most
of the immediate neighborhood, stretch-
ing across the Fillmore, Pacific Heights,
Japantown, Polk Gulch, Russian Hill and
the Marina.

Casciato’s goal is to encourage officers to
get to know area residents. “I want Nord-
strom service to the public,” he says.

As part of his approach to policing,
Casciato encourages officers to say hello
to members of the public and wants the
public to greet the officers in return. He
acknowledges, however, that some new of-
ficers are uncomfortable about engaging
with people after their strict training at the
Police Academy.

But personal relationships with resi-
dents are possible, he says, because officers
are usually assigned to the same station for
10 to 15 years.

Sergeants typically serve seven to 10
years before being transferred. Lieutenants
stay four years; captains average only about
two years.

Casciato, a 36-year veteran of the police
force, says he is still in touch with people he
knew when he was on the beat as a young

Planning
for a Better
Japantown

HE STEERING Committee for the

Japantown Better Neighborhood

Plan has begun a year-long pro-
cess of figuring out how to preserve the
community’s history and restore its culture
while revitalizing business and reconnect-
ing Japantown to its neighbors.

Public comment is being solicited from
a variety of groups. The times and locations
of upcoming hearings are posted online at
www.japantown.sfplanning.org. A survey
about Japantown’s future is also posted on
the website.

Meetings have already been held with
business leaders, seniors and others, and
will continue through the fall.

To help guide the project, the Planning
Department is enlisting the assistance of a
team of preservationists, planners and oth-
er consultants, led by the Page & Turnbull
architectural firm.

There has been little consensus on
building height. Some said it was impor-
tant to limit heights, but others said den-
sity is needed to make the area more eco-
nomically viable. Concern was expressed
that the proposed 38-story tower at 1481
Post Street will set a precedent for greater
heights in the neighborhood.

There have been a number of suggestions
on how Japantown’s character could be
preserved and enhanced. Some comments
were critical of the design of the Peace
Plaza and suggested the wall along Geary
from Laguna to Fillmore be opened.
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officer. He knows some local residents from
his earlier days as a lieutenant at Northern
Station.

Among the immediate changes Cascia-
to is making is to redivide the district into
sections, with a sergeant in charge of each
section to supervise two patrol cars the of-
ficers on their beats. One section stretches
from Steiner to Gough and from Geary to
Market. Another reaches from Geary to
the bay. The Polk Gulch section is bounded
by Gough and Larkin, from Market to the
bay.

Within those sections, beats will be re-
configured.

One beat currently goes along Fillmore
all the way from Turk to Jackson — an area
Casciato considers far too big. It will be di-

The main problem
in Pacific Heights,
says new Northern
District Captain

Al Casciato, is
vehicle “boosting”
— breaking car
windows to grab
goods left inside.

vided at Geary, with the southern portion
also covering Japantown.

The new captain already has had some
good news. Shortly after a recent rash of
robberies alarmed Marina residents and
spurred a heated public meeting, two sus-
pects were arrested. There have been no
Marina robberies since.

Cracking down on vice, Casciato said
he recently confronted two Marina mo-
tel owners with evidence that their rooms
were being used for prostitution. One
owner immediately fired his manager and
ended the problem. When the other owner
was uncooperative, Casciato initiated a
nuisance abatement proceeding to close his
business.

The main problem in Pacific Heights,

he says, is vehicle “boosting” — breaking
car windows to grab goods left inside. He
encourages the public to report incidents
to the police, not just to their insurance
companies. These reports enable police to
see patterns and to focus patrols on areas in
which crimes are occurring.

For example, police reserves of 10 offi-
cers were called to patrol California, Chest-
nut and Union Streets from 6 p.m. to 2
a.m. on a Friday and Saturday night in ear-
ly August. Their presence likely forestalled
some burglaries and boosting — crimes
that Casciato says are often committed by
the same people.

Northern Station is currently staffed
with 144 people, 125 of them officers. Back-
ing up the officers are teams at the station
charged with undercover work, housing,
gangs, homicide, drugs and prostitution.

A native San Franciscan, Northern
Station’s new commander went to Sacred
Heart High School and San Francisco
State and did a stint in the Navy.

During the previous year, he served
as night supervisory captain, the position
former Northern Station commander Dil-
lon now holds. Before that, Casciato was
on a motorcycle handling traffic control
— apost he says he loved. He also served at
Central Station on Greenwich Street be-
fore it was merged into Northern Station.
His police work has included covering ma-
jor incidents, including shootings and riots,
and he was a hostage negotiator for a time.

Casciato’s ties to the area include two
family businesses in the Marina. His wife
and daughter, both full-time real estate
agents, work from the Keller Williams of-
fice at Franklin and Bush Streets.

Photograph by
DICKIE SPRITZER

Protest at Pelosi’s

Dawn does not often break over House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s home on Broadway
without anti-war protesters outside. Last month Pelosi denounced some of them as
“nuts” and told them, “Get away from my house.” She and her staff have refused
to meet with the protesters. Some nearby residents have complained about the
disruption, but the protesters say most people are supportive.

Nearby on the Lyon Street steps, anti-war protesters also camped outside
Senator Dianne Feinstein’s new home. On August 21, Feinstein held a meeting at the
encampment of tents pitched on her front terrace. After the meeting, the group agreed
to end their protest outside her home.
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The Victorian House
Thrift Shop raises much-
needed funds to benefit
California Pacific Medical
Center’s programs.

California WPacific
Medical Capiter

A Sutter Health AfNjiate

We are especially in need
of donations of quality
merchandise, including
furniture, jewelry and
household items.

Victorian House
Thrift Shop

Free pickup service is
available for furniture and
other large-sized dona-
tions. Curbside service is
also offered for drop-off
at our Fillmore Street
location. Please contact
us at to arrange for these
services.

BENEFITING THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
OF CALIFORNIA PACIFIC MEDICAL CENTER

2033 Fillmore Street o 567-3149

CALIFORNIA SHELL
AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR

Brakes & Tires
Check Engine Lights
Computer Diagnostics
Factory Scheduled Maintenance
15K, 30K, 45K, 60K & 90K Services
Cooling System & Transmission Problems
Smog Tests & Repairs for Failure
Batteries & Starting Problems
Minor Repairs of all Types

EUROPEAN - JAPANESE » AMERICAN
Fast, Friendly & Guaranteed

2501 California at Steiner < (415) 567-6512
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. iV o

c_:m c;x

California Pacific
Medical Center

A Sutter Health Affiliate
With You. For Life.
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HEALTH & HEALING CENTER”

H CRIME WATCH

Robbery
Post and Buchanan Streets
August 1, 6:02 p.m.

Officers responding to a call aabout a
fight in progress found two men fleeing
down Laguna Street, leaving in their wake
a man who was bleeding from the head.
'The injured man told the officers that the
suspects attacked him, knocked him down
and attempted to take his briefcase. When
the suspects were detained, they claimed
that the victim, using a pole, attacked them
first. Several witnesses disagreed, insisting
that the two suspects were the instigators.
The two men were arrested and booked at
Northern Station.

Robbery
Sutter and Buchanan Streets
July 16,12:24 p.m.

Officers received a report of a fight. They
met with a security guard who told them he
had just detained a man who was attempt-
ing a robbery. The security officer had seen
the suspect attempt to take a man’s jacket.
'The man shouted at the suspect and the two
men began to struggle; the security guard
ran over to assist. The victim recovered his
jacket and insisted that the suspect be ar-
rested. The officers accepted the citizen’s
arrest and booked the suspect at Northern
Station.

Auto Burglary
Geary Boulevard and Buchanan Street
July 23,9:28 p.m.

Officers were alerted by dispatch that
two individuals were breaking into a car.
They arrived to find an adult and a juvenile
removing items through a vehicle’s broken
window. One suspect attempted to flee; the

life.

other tried to hide under a van. Both were
arrested. The owner of the car arrived and
identified property that was in the suspects’
possession. The adult suspect was booked
at Northern Station and the juvenile was
taken to the Youth Guidance Center.

Assault
Geary Boulevard and Webster Street
July 26,10:27 a.m.

Witnesses called police to report a fight
in progress. When officers arrived, the sus-
pect was still assaulting a man. Officers
separated the two, then realized that the
suspect was extremely intoxicated. Several
witnesses reported that he had been harass-
ing people in the area, shouting taunts at
them and throwing their property around.
Officers, who arrested the suspect for as-
sault and for threatening to kill the man
he attacked, then booked him at Northern
Police Station.

Burglary
Pacific Avenue and Gough Street
August 7,10:30 p.m.

Officers arrived at a burglary in prog-
ress to find the apartment building’s garage
door wide open. As the officers entered the
garage, a man fled and attempted to hide
behind a stack of storage boxes. The offi-
cers detained the man, who was unable to
explain why he was in the garage or why he
was carrying a large bag filled with prop-
erty from the basement of the building.
Several witnesses identified the man and
he was booked at Northern Station.

Theft
Van Ness Avenue and California Street
August 8, 2:22 p.m.

Officers on patrol heard a woman shout,
“He’s got my wallet!” while pointing to a
man who was quickly walking away from
her down California Street. As the officers

Like massage at a spa, ours are calming
and relaxing. Unlike massage at a spa,
ours are tailored exclusively for you.

At CPMC's Health & Healing Center in
Pacific Heights, your massage begins
with an in-depth holistic evaluation.
Working with you to relieve stress is just
the beginning.

We believe a massage can change more
than the way you feel; it can change your

Call 415-600-HEAL (4325)

2300 California Street, San Francisco
(entrance on Webster)
myhealthandhealing.org

Beyond Medicine.

This ad was made possible through philanthropic
funds from California Pacific Medical Center



approached the man, he threw a wallet
onto the ground. Then he said to the police,
“I didn’t take her wallet; she just dropped
it here.” The woman’s identification card
and property were still in the wallet. The
officers then discovered that the man was a
registered sex offender, was not complying
with current laws and was carrying a con-
cealed switchblade knife. The suspect was
booked at Northern Station.

Auto Burglary
Post and Franklin Streets
August 9, 1:45 a.m.

Officers on patrol observed two men
fighting. When the officers intervened, they
learned that one person was an off-duty
Oakland police officer who had caught the
other man breaking into his companion’s
car. The suspect had stolen a pair of sun-
glasses and was looking for more items to
take. The suspect, who was on parole, put up
aviolent struggle, saying he did not want to
go back to prison. The three officers were
eventually able to detain him. They arrested
the suspect at the request of the Oakland
officer. The suspect was booked at North-
ern Station.

Embezzlement
Webster and Clay Streets
August 13,12:21 p.m.

An employee at a local pharmacy re-
alized that medicine was missing from
the dispensary’s inventory. The manager
checked the security tapes and noted that
a certain employee had been lingering in
the vicinity of the medicine at the time of
the theft. When confronted, the employee
confessed. The manager called the police,
but by the time officers responded to inves-
tigate, the employee had fled the premises.
'The officers collected the evidence and sent
the report to the Inspectors Bureau. The in-
cident is under investigation.

unit and view.

where we choose to be!

And you have many in the vibrant Fillmore District!

Location, size, condition, price — there are many choices to make
whether buying your first condo or moving up to the home of your
dreams. Here in the Lower Pacific Heights/Fillmore District you have many
great buildings to choose from. Shown is just a sample of those we've
sold, including 1310 Fillmore, where our clients enjoy their brand new

Ask our buyers, ask our sellers: We'll get exactly what you want and more!
It's all about choices, and choosing the right REALTOR® is the best way to
begin. Call today and we'll get you started on the way to your new home.
We're right here in the neighborhood at California and Steiner — that’s

RETAIL REPORT

Symphony Resale Shop Gets a Fresh Look

EPEAT PERFORMANCE, the resale

Rihop benefitting the San Fran-

isco Symphony that has operated

on Fillmore Street for more than 30 years,

will reveal a new look when it re-opens its
doors on September 4.

“One of our main goals is to tell people
what were about musically — and that’s
the San Francisco Symphony,” says man-
ager Paul Delucchi, who has been at the
helm for almost a year.

Symphony recordings will be promi-
nently displayed for sale. Delucchi adds
that donations of musical instruments,
CDs and albums will now be especially
welcome to increase the music-related
offerings in the shop.

Inside, new carpeting has been laid and
the walls have been painted a soft celery
hue. New track lighting brightens the en-
tire store.

“T can’t wait for the volunteer who sorts
the men’s clothes to come in here and see
this,” Delucchi says, flipping on a switch in
the brightly lit back work room where do-
nations are processed and priced.

The dressing rooms, too, have a classy
new look. They are lit by two ornate crystal
chandeliers — donated by a longtime vol-
unteer who recently died. “They’re perfect
in here,” notes Delucchi, who is sure the
benefactor would be happy with the place-
ment.

'The soft opening September 4 will kick
off a month-long silent auction for special
items, including a huge poster of the San
Francisco Symphony’s 2002 Russian Festi-
val long coveted by many frequent visitors.

A grand opening is planned for October.

REPEAT|PERFORMANCE

“One day a good customer came in and offered to start a
collection for a new awning to replace the s/yaéby one.
I had to tell her: ‘Be patient. Its on its way.””

Manager PAUL DELUCCHI on his shop’s new awning (above)

Much diverse merchandise is now being
prepared for sale in the rehabbed store.

It includes a group of 13 pairs of beaded
moccasins of varying sizes and vintages,
from the collection of a frequent donor’s
mother.

Also among the new wares offered will
be a book titled Mother of the Bride: The
Dream, the Reality, the Search for a Perfect
Dress, which gives helpful hints to make
the big day better. Sent by the publisher
to sometime local resident Eddie Fisher,
a note calls Fisher’s attention to page 77,
which points out that he wore a hat when
he married Elizabeth Taylor and suggests
that such wedding attire may not lead to a
long and happy married life.

But what may be most warmly wel-
comed by many local residents is the new
awning on the storefront that replaces the
faded red weatherbeaten version that final-

It’s all about choices.

ly came down last month.

Delucchi says that the powers that be
in the symphony administration were long
aware of the need for a new awning, but
were limited by budget priorities.

“One day a good customer came in and
offered to start a collection for a new aw-
ning to replace the shabby one,” recalls De-
lucchi. “I had to tell her: “That’s not the way
nonprofits work. But be patient. It’s on its
way.””

'The new understated awning, which in-
cludes the Symphony logo, will be in place
when the store reopens on September 4.

Delucchi says the shop’s new look was
accomplished mostly with the elbow grease
of volunteers and the creative use of the fix-
tures already on hand.

“It’s really amazing what you can do
with a lot of light, a little paint — oh, and
in this case, a new awning,” he says.

Steve & Debbie Dells
415.385.8497

415.385.8501
dells@zephyrsf.com

ZEPHYR

REAL ESTATE
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COFFEE SHOPS

'The Proprietor’s Perspective

Our August feature left some wondering how owners
feel about patrons who stay all day. Here’s one answer.

By KeN ZANKEL

HE NUMBER of customers working

I at The Grove has been pretty

steady over the five and a half
years we've been on Fillmore.

During the dot-com boom, many
people worked for themselves as
consultants or pursued other independent
professions. As a result, they had the
mobility and autonomy to work where
they felt comfortable.

Following the dot-com implosion,
some were still working independently
and others were doing job searches and
writing resumes at The Grove. When
the economy improved, we had a bit of a
drop in guests working out of The Grove
as some of those who were formerly
autonomous began working in offices.

Right now, I'd say we’re about where
we started when we opened on Fillmore in
early 2002.

[ ]

Regarding people who stay for long
periods of time, much of the effect is
positive. Most people, especially those
who work for themselves, realize we
— like they — are in business, with bills
to pay and staff to support. We signed well
in excess of $1 million in checks last year,
which is a lotta lattes. We can only do that
with revenue.

People attract people. We are flattered
and proud to be a place where people are

so comfortable. We work hard at that.

There is a very small minority that acts
as if cafes like ours are taxpayer-financed
public venues. That’s ironic. If you asked
them, “Would you like to invest hundreds
of thousands of dollars to make a beautiful
place and hire lots of people, and the
business plan is, ‘Buy something or not,
bring food from elsewhere, we don't
care,”” they would of course consider that
preposterous.

I personally will be all right either
way. The people who get hurt, if there
is too much of that, are the employees,
since with fewer sales we need fewer
staffers working fewer hours. The other
people who get hurt are paying, legitimate
customers with food or a beverage
who want to sit down but can’t because
someone who ordered a Coke three hours
earlier will not voluntarily make room so
that others may enjoy the cafe as they do.
Sometimes I think if the small minority
knew that, they would behave differently.

| |

But that is the case in most of business
and life. Most people act honorably. A
very few are oblivious. You can't let the
exceptions get you down. Of our guests,
99.9 percent are a delight. The best part
of doing what we do is meeting so many
wonderful people and getting to be a
small, positive part of their lives.

Ken Zankel owns The Grove on Fillmore.

CONTEMPORARY

SALSA
HIP HOP

CHOREOGRAPHY
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TAP
BALLET
AFRICAN

Guests get comfortable in the lodge-like setting at The Grove.

DANCE CLASSES FOR

YOUTH & TEENS

351 Shotwell St, SF
415 863 9830 ext. 203

MINA PAHLEVAN




H LOCAL FAVORITE

Don’t Forget Martha Brothers

A new neighbor learns that a coffee shop can be good for more than just coffee

By Curistina FurTaADO

oUR AuGUST article on working
i from area coffee shops was a great
piece, yet I couldn't help but notice
you didn't include Martha Brothers Coffee
Co. Located just a few blocks from Fillmore
Street at California and Divisadero, Martha’s
has been my coftee staple since I moved to the
neighborhood a year ago.

Through my 24 years I'd never been a huge
fan of coffee shops. It never occurred to me
that a coffee shop could be used for more
than coffee. A few months ago my perspective
shifted, thanks to a life-changing decision and
the friendly folks at Martha Brothers.

| |

In June I took the plunge and decided to live
alone, moving into a modest studio in Pacific
Heights. Having lived only with roommates
up to that point, I was understandably
anxious. After five years of living in the city and
a failed relationship, I felt I had hit my “make it
or break it” point.

The reality of living on my own sunk in the
first Saturday I found myself without plans for
the weekend. Accustomed to weekly obligations
with my ex-boyfriend, this newfound freedom
was hard to swallow. Though tempted to hide
out in the confines of my cozy apartment, I
knew the only way to preserve my sanity was
to get out of the building. That’s when I got off

the couch, glanced out the window and spotted
Martha Brothers just across the street.

A San Francisco staple since 1987, Martha
Brothers Coffee has six locations around the
city. The shop at California and Divisadero
is a convenient location for those — like me
— looking to avoid the hustle and bustle of
Fillmore Street. On any given day runners,
Financial District go-getters, churchgoers,
school children, old friends and couples gather
for coffee and the assortment of goodies the
shop has to offer — and also to catch up amid
the cafe’s family atmosphere.

You won't find Italian-themed cup sizes
and no translation book is required for drinks
ordered at Martha’s. To the shop’s friendly
baristas, coffee is coffee. The decor is homey,
with a variety of stools, couches and coffee
tables scattered around the sunny room. Low-
hanging lamps ensure just enough light for
early morning or late afternoon reading without
disturbing the shop’s laid-back atmosphere.

n

Martha’s has managed to avoid the downfalls
of its overly trendy counterparts, staying true
to its modest beginnings in the mountains
of Nicaragua, where Martha and her siblings
grew up on their uncle’s coftee plantation in
Matagalpa. Surrounded by fresh roasted beans,
they inevitably learned about coftee.

A move to the United States brought
the family’s knowledge of roasting to a new

audience. Now they are masters at both roasting
and retailing.
| |

On that lonely Saturday afternoon a few
months ago, I was amazed by the diverse crowd
I encountered at Martha’s. As I settled into a
window stool overlooking California Street
with newspaper and latte in hand, I found both
the staff and the patrons to be exceptionally
friendly. No sooner had I sat down than I was
asked to help with a crossword puzzle, talk
politics and recap the events of the day. The
sense of community was comforting at a time
when I felt all alone.

Since that fateful day I have become a
regular at Martha’s. Even when I don’t need
a coffee fix, I find myself wandering in to
people watch. Last Sunday morning I noticed
a crowd dressed in fine suits and dresses. They
were patrons of a nearby church. Just as the
churchgoers left, the yoga practitioners and
runners made their way in, stretching as they
ordered their health shakes. Only halfway
through the Sunday paper, I had witnessed an
entire ecosystem of coffee lovers and neighbors
in just a matter of minutes.

| |

Living on my own continues to be a
challenge, but I know there’s at least one place
I can truly call home. Martha Brothers has
shown me there’s more to coffee than just
beans.

Fillmore | TheHill of

Farmers’ Market

Come check out the Fillmore Farmers’
Market every Saturday. The market
fills the Fillmore with the freshest
locally-grown produce and live Jazz.
Try the new late summer arrivals and
their distinct tastes including okra,
heirloom tomatoes and melons.

Saturdays, Ve
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A Fillmore Pioneer
Blooms in Brooklyn

Has Beans helped launch the gourmet coffee
movement here before taking on New York

By MicuAeL MOLINE

ROOKLYN — Standing on

the sidewalk on a sweltering

day in a not-quite-yet-fash-

ionable section of Brooklyn,

San Francisco exile Peggy
Gandrau took inventory of the storefront
businesses that have closed during the past
year.

It’s not evidence of decay, she said.
“That’s just what happens when a neigh-
borhood changes.”

The South Slope neighborhood is only
steps away but seems far removed from
gentrified Park Slope, with its renovated
brownstone row houses and trendy restau-
rants, bars and boutiques.

Although not without its architectural
jewels, the preferred building material for
the working class houses here in the South
Slope was brick and clapboard, and from
the looks of things at least one aluminum
siding salesman passed through. Discount
shops and Mexican restaurants abound.
Women who from all appearances are re-
cent immigrants push prams and tow tod-
dlers down 5th Avenue. A Polish meat
market testifies to the area’s ethnic past.

But modern apartment buildings seem
to be going up on every block. A new sushi
place will open soon down the street. Slen-
der 20-somethings in sundresses — trans-
plants from Manhattan, out of state and
Park Slope — swan down the avenue.

“I like these kinds of neighborhoods,”
Gandrau said. Seventh Avenue, the heart
of Park Slope, “is boring,” she said. “This
neighborhood is much more diverse.”

And ripe for change.

She’s seen it before
— in the Fillmore

Gandrau has seen it before. She found
a similar canvas in San Francisco 30 years
ago, when she helped pioneer the gourmet
coffee business in the storefront at 2015

VIA VENETO

since 1990
A genuine piece of [taly

in the heart of Pacific Heights!
Fresh Seafood * Veal & Chicken

Fresh Pasta « Home-made Desserts

Daily Specials
LUNCH
Mon-Fri: 11:30 - 2:30 « Sat: Noon - 3pm

DINNER
Sun-Thurs: 5 - 10pm « Fri-Sat: 5 - llpm

2444 FILLMORE/CLAY * 346-92I1

8 NEW FILLMORE September 2007

Fillmore, just north of Pine Street in what
is now the home of Tango Gelato.

Now she’s at it again on the other side
of the country. Four years ago she opened a
cozy coffee house with a few tables, chairs,
French lithographs and bins of fragrant
coffee on the South Slope’s 5th Avenue.

Recently she expanded her empire
across the street and launched a new wine
bar, Vin Rouge, in a former women’s cloth-
ing store.

The name of the coffee house, Has
Beans, will be familiar to longtime Fillmore
residents. Gandrau ran the neighborhood’s
first true coffee house under that name for
many years.

“I guess I've always been a pioneer,”
Gandrau conceded, but it’s not like she
set out to be. Again in the South Slope, as
before in the Fillmore, she spotted a busi-
ness opportunity.

“It’s not like me going in and changing
the neighborhood,” Gandrau said. “It’s like,
“This neighborhood needs a coffee shop.’
The rest follows.”

Still, she admitted, “It makes me feel
good that people tell me I've changed the
neighborhood.” She said people tell her,
“We looked at this neighborhood and
when we saw a coffee shop we said, “‘We
can live here.”

Gandrau says she, her husband and a
silent partner —Gary Ockey, owner of a
plant store called Terrarium at Fillmore
and Pine — first opened for business at
2015 Fillmore Street on November 13,
1976.They took their inspiration from the
Freed Teller & Freed store, now late and
lamented, which purveyed fine coffees and
teas on Polk Street for many years — and
still does on the Internet. They called the
business J.B. Loucks, Merchant, Gandrau’s
husband’s name.

“People forget that there used not to be
coffee houses,” Gandrau said over coffee
and juice in her South Slope shop. “There
was nothing like this. There was North
Beach, but that was more like cafes.”

THROUGHOUT THE DAY

] §§ AND INTO THE EARLY EVENING 1

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PRAYER

Before its reincarnation in New York, Has Beans — one of the first Fillmore coffee shops

'They ran the business on Fillmore Street
for five years, until the building owner
erected scaffolding during a renovation,
Gandrau said, and drove away their cus-
tomers. They moved around the corner to
2411 California Street, the spot now occu-
pied by the pet boutique, George. The busi-
ness also expanded into coffee roasting in a
building on Howard Street.

“It’s just a natural evolution,” Gandrau
said. “You really can't make money unless
you roast your own coffee.”

They opened another shop on 19th
Street at Castro, modifying a bin Gandrau
found in an old butcher shop to store the
coffee, and an outlet in the Monadnock
Building on Market Street, where the lines
of coffee lovers used to run out the door.
The couple launched these enterprises
on their own, and decided the expanding
business warranted a fresh name. During
a brainstorming session their friend Jim
Wilkinson, who owned an antique store on

MASSES
SUNDAY
5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil)
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am
1:30, 5:30 & 9:00 pm
WEEKDAYS
6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm

SATURDAY

PRAYERS & SACRAMENTS
7:40 am Rosary, 8:00 am Mass

Liturgy of the Hours (Daily)
Morning Prayer 7:15 am/Sat 8:00 am
Evening Prayer 5:00 pm

Reconciliation Sat 5:00 pm,
Sun 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
#| Mon & Wed 8:30 am & 6 pm
i Tue & Fri 8:30 pm

Free Parking

Fillmore Street, had an inspiration.

“Has Beans was born,” Gandrau said.

Like Freed Teller and Freed, Has Beans
was all about fine roasted coffee, sold by the
pound. It was years before an espresso ma-
chine crossed the threshold.

Pastries are fine, but to this day Gan-
drau won't sell soup in her coffee house,
even though New Yorkers love it and it’s a
big earner for her competitors. She doesnt
want the smell to overwhelm the aroma of
the main product.

“I still want you to smell coffee when
you walk in here,” Gandrau said.

1t was mom-and-pop,
— qith some characters
In the early days of Has Beans, the Fill-

more was still largely African American.
What now is The Grove was a diner, Gan-
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drau remembered. She recalled visiting the
barbecue restaurant that former NBA star
Nate Thurmond operated where Harry’s
Bar today dispenses infused vodkas. Pass-
ing the long bar in the front of the house
to reach the tables in the rear, Gandrau and
her sister, young ladies from Burlingame,
were a little intimidated, she confessed, but
“the food was great.”

The area “was more family oriented, in
terms of family businesses — mom-and-
pop kind of stores.”

Dodgy characters used to come into
Has Beans to buy coffee grinders. Some-
one hip to the drug scene clued Gandrau
in. “I guess they'd grind up marijuana with
them.”

One dark evening she and her sister
were in the store when a guy walked in and
slipped a grinder under his coat. Gandrau
was prepared to let him get away with it.
But her less timid sister, Karen McCrary,
wasn't about to let that happen. “She goes,

VIVANDE

is recruiting for restaurant,
kitchen and retail positions.

We would welcome a mature
neighborhood person as host
Thursday to Sunday evenings.

Call Lisa Middione or
apply in person.

2125 fillmore st 346 4430

www.vivande.com

‘Excuse me, sir. Would you like a box for
that grinder?” He kind of dropped it and
ran.”

Later, a burglar broke into the Califor-
nia Street store and ripped off an armload
of copper tea kettles. Neighbors heard
breaking glass and called the cops. “They
caught the guy down the block with all this
copper in his hands. But I don’t remember
it as being a big crime area.”

Then came imitators
and corporate coffee

The 1980s brought gentrification. Gays
moved in. “That always dresses up a neigh-
borhood. It didn't get so chi-chi until the
late ’80s.”

Then imitators started showing up.

“It started changing when all the other
coffee shops started coming in,” Gandrau

— stood at 2411 California Street, between Rolling Pin Donuts and the California Street Creamery, in 1990.

said. Customers began turning up their
noses when informed her shop didn't offer
the frothy confections on sale around the
corner at Starbucks, and turning snitty if
the coffee cost more than at the shop down
the block. Gandrau says one competitor
brazenly copied the price list at Has Beans
and then offered his own brew for 15 cents
less per item.

“It wasn't Starbucks moving in that
bothered me,” Gandrau said. A little com-
petition was fine, “but there’s like seven
coffee shops. It takes all the fun out of it
when there’s so much competition.”

Has Beans closed its doors in the neigh-
borhood in 1994.

Gandrau does concede that Starbucks
— which she doesn’t consider truly gour-
met — “introduced the general public to
espresso and espresso drinks. My espresso
business was not a big business until the
mid-"80s. That’s when Starbucks came in
and people learned what espresso was and

cappuccino and all that. They get the credit.
All of us in the gourmet business have ben-
efited.”

At the same time, Gandrau’s marriage
was ending. Her husband headed for Paris,
where he’s a consultant in the coffee and
tea trade. Gandrau was off to Mt. Shasta
with her son and daughter, where she re-
opened her shop in a rustic stone building.
With new partners, the business expanded
to Eureka and Chico. She sold her interest
in the operation to her partners five years
ago.

Gandrau said she didn’t realize when
she got into the coffee business that she
was being a pioneer, but “we kind of always
have been.” In Shasta, for example, the lo-
cals had never heard of a place that sold
only gourmet coffee.

“People would come in and say, What is
this? What else are you going to do?’ Noth-
ing. It’s just coffee. In the beginning, none
of those people had a clue.”

Living in Mt. Shasta, she found out soon
enough that she missed the city, but by that
time San Francisco was “so saturated in the
coffee market.” Her son, grown by this time,
had lived in Brooklyn and told her about
Park Slope, so she decided to check it out.
“I got off the train and thought, ‘I could
live here.” Within a year she'd opened Has
Beans east.

“I love it here — except for the weather,
Gandrau said on a sultry summer New York
day, which followed a recent cold snap.

»

Keeping connected
to the neighborhood

Gandrau still retains ties to San Fran-
cisco. She visited the old neighborhood last
November for a Has Beans 30th anniver-
sary party at the Curbside Cafe.

“I miss my friends,” she said. “I always
say I'm going to retire in San Francisco. I
don’t know how I'm going to afford it, but
I always thought that life is easier in San
Francisco. Life here is hard in a lot of ways,
because of transportation and the number
of people and the weather. It’s just more
intense. I don't want to be 81 and traipsing
through the snow.”

Andforgetaboutroasting her own beans.
Environmental regulators closed down two
other roasters that operated in the neigh-
borhood, so why take an expensive chance
of meeting the same fate? Gandrau imports
her beans from her former partners on the
West Coast, but groused, “It’s like having a
bakery shop and not baking.”

She added, “It’s okay. I'll make my
retirement money on the wine bar — it’s
not going to be coffee,” and laughed.

“San Francisco is still home,” Gandrau,
now 57, said, “but I have a couple of years
left to make that decision.”

RESTAURANT
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Early Dinner Special

Enjoy a Three-course Prix Fixe Meal for $25
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Medicine
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—— ER. Massage Therapy
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pacific heights health club

2356 pine street @ fillmore | 415.563.6694 | www.phhcsf.com

at phhc, members enjoy:

« a friendly, comfortable atmosphere

= expert personal trainers

= classes include yoga, pilates, tone & sculpt

ﬂeamd{wf}nmﬂac&evmom&f

plus we're giving all new members who join in

september a free massage.*

*new customers only. canhot be combined with other promotions. expires 9-30-2007.

No more searching for change!
Pre-paid parking meter debit cards and Muni fast passes now available

T

SINCE

1563 POLK * 673-8900
Open Seven Days a Week

H A R D W A R E

GOOD WORKS

Celebrating Compassion
Across the Generations

Born in adversity and strengthened by necessity,
two local groups have forged a lasting relationship

By STEPHEN MCNEIL

evelt signed Executive Order 9066,

interning people of Japanese descent
on the west coast. The forced deportation
0f 110,000 people included 5,000 from the
Fillmore and Japantown.

Josephine Duveneck, the head of the
Quaker group, the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee, wrote at the time:

1 shall never forget the morning when
1 went to work at the Japanese American
League building on Post Street. On all the
streets in the vicinity and from the hills
above, little groups of people were hurrying
laden with suitcases, bags, cartons and all
manner of impediments.

Some of the Friends had organized
a canteen with hot coffee, tea, chocolate,
doughnuts and sandwiches. Each
individual, even the babies, had to have a
number. We helped fasten on the degrading
labels. We provided extra twine fo tie up
sagging bundles. We offered tags and letter
paper and stamps, and a box of bandages for
bruised knees. We had a little stove to heat
baby bottles and Kleenex to wipe the tears
off the faces of frightened little children.

At last the chartered buses arrived, and
the little groups gathered themselves and
their possessions to climb aboard, supervised
by the soldiers. We helped get the luggage
in and liffed the children onto the steps of
the bus, watching as they found their seats
inside, and waving goodbye when each bus
was full.

As it moved away, we had tears
streaming down our cheeks. “Wipe them
away, girls,” we told ourselves. “We have fo
go in and cheer up the next group.”

IN 1942, President Franklin D. Roos-

The same year, 1942, a small band of
Quakers and volunteers opened the first
San Francisco office of the American
Friends Service Committee at the vacated
Japanese YWCA at 1830 Sutter Street, a
building designed by noted architect Julia
Morgan. It was built with funds raised by
Issei (first generation) Japanese American
women. After the Friends moved in, 1830
Sutter became a beehive of activity, host-
ing European refugees and the occasional
conscientious objector.

Volunteers had to gather, copy and send
out at least 25 documents for each Japa-

Joining together again

On September 27, two of the
groups that have played key roles
in the mission of 1830 Sutter

— the American Friends Service
Committee and the Nihonmachi
Little Friends — are joining together
to honor some of those who have
worked for compassion and justice.
The event will include an auction,
reception and dinner. It begins at 6
p.m. at the Miyako Hotel. For more
information, call 565-0201, ext. 29.

nese American high school graduate in the
camps who wanted to go on to college.

Eventually, more than 4,000 Nisei (sec-
ond generation) students of Japanese de-
scent were allowed to leave the camps in
the West and attend colleges in the East
and Midwest. They got help from the Na-
tional Student Relocation Council, which
was funded by the Friends.

Through the decades — from intern-
ment in the 1940s to the redress movement
of the 1980s — the Friends continued to
support Japanese Americans fighting for
Jjustice.

African Americans, mostly from the
South, moved into the “vacated” Japantown
and Fillmore areas to work in wartime in-
dustries. Friends helped them, along with
other immigrant communities, including
Jews and White Russians from China.

In 1975, Nihonmachi Little Friends be-
gan the bilingual child care programs that
have now grown into three sites serving
more than 170 children. The children of
Little Friends come from Japanese, Chi-
nese, Korean, White, African American,
Latino and Southeast Asian families. Both
preschool and elementary school-age pro-
grams continue to serve the Japantown and
Fillmore communities.

| |

In the 1990s, the Japanese American
community rallied to save the 1830 Sut-
ter building from sale or demolition, suc-
cessfully preserving the trust created by the
Issei women who had not been allowed to
hold title under the laws of the time.

And today, the Friends continue their
work with teenagers and young adults
through its Asian Pacific American Com-
munity Program.

Got questions about
permits and inspections?

iy

Get the answers at
“Meet the DBI Pros” Summit
October 11 & 12, 2007
8:00 am to 1:30 pm

Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, San Francisco Civic Center
Free public workshops on how to obtain a permit, residential kitchen & bathroom remodels, earthquake safety,
landlord and tenant responsibilities, training on the new International Code standard, and more.
2007 Summit Co-Sponsored by BOMA and AIA

RSVP required through DBI’s website: www.sfgov.org/dbi
Call: 415-558-6089 Fax: 415-558-6401 Email: DBISummit@sfgov.org

by Friday, September 28, 2007
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Keur Sadaro villagers
were surrounded

by medical supplies
brought to them this
summer by faculty
and students from
Drew School and
Lick-Wilmerding
High School.

Schooling Locally, Learning Globally

Drew School students return to class after a summer of experiences in Africa

By Joun MAGEE

GAIN THIS YEAR for the third sum-

mer, groups from Drew School

— the private high school at Cali-
fornia and Broderick Streets — pursued
education beyond the classroom and jour-
neyed to Africa to travel and live in Sen-
egal, Kenya and Tanzania.

Initially the trips were designed to give
students the opportunity to stay with a vil-
lage family, learning about their daily lives
and engaging in a cultural exchange. But af-
ter forging a relationship with village elders
in the rural farming village of Keur Sadaro,
Tanzania, and being moved by the many
basic needs of the villagers, teachers from
Drew decided to expand the program.

Drew School is now making — in
partnership with Lick-Wilmerding High
School in San Francisco — a three-year
commitment to provide assistance to Keur
Sadaro villagers, especially schoolchildren.

Next summer, students will be directly
responsible for helping the village meet the
goals established this year by village elders
and the school delegation.

[ ]

For Daouda Camara, a French teacher
at Drew School and a native of Senegal,
these trips serve an important purpose.

“This is a life-changing experience for
students,” Camara says. “The media por-

4 U

Michael W. Perry
& Company

Fine Custom Framing
Antique Prints & Maps

1837 Divisadero » 415-563-8853
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A Drew student helps locals in the green belt movement plant trees in Kenya.

trays Africa as one large disaster. These
trips allow students to see and understand
for themselves the incredible spirit of the
African continent.”

Dean of Faculty Jacques Cusin agrees.

“At Drew, we strive to teach our students
to be global citizens and look beyond their
own personal borders to better understand
the world,” Cusin says. “Especially in the

face of increasing animosity between na-

tions, these trips help our young students
learn that we are all interconnected.”
n

On the opposite side of the African con-
tinent, a separate group from Drew School
journeyed to Kenya and Tanzania.

For six weeks this summer, Drew sci-
ence teachers Kathryn Tate and John Ma-
gee led a trip to East Africa. Five adults —
including Head of School Sam Cuddeback

SERVICES PROVIDED
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e Facials ® Woxing
e Custom blended cosmetics

NEJA e 1850 FILLMORE STREET, SAN FRANCISCO,
* FAX: 415.345.8302

TEL: 415.345.8301

Cosmetics

Enhancing your natural beauty

Facial and waxing oppointments
before 12 noon by appointment only.

- <

CA 94115

— and 15 students visited Kenya to learn
about the green belt movement, a grass-
roots environmental campaign founded in
1977 by Dr. Wangari Maathai, a vision-
ary Kenyan who received the 2004 Nobel
Peace Prize for her work.

The green belt movement’s main fo-
cus is empowering individuals in Kenya,
primarily women, to plant trees as a way
of improving many aspects of their lives
— from providing firewood for cooking to
preserving natural water supplies. The trip
included five-day stays in homes in a small
subsistence farming village with little elec-
tricity and no plumbing.

Teachers said their “very urban students”
got their hands dirty collecting seeds and
planting trees, while experiencing the de-
termination and pride the group brings to
improving the environment.

'The second portion of the trip, spent in
Tanzania, immersed students in the more
urban African culture around the city of
Arusha. It ended with a five-day safari to
experience African wildlife.

| |

Drew School leaders say they will con-
tinue these exchanges because they offer
an irreplaceable opportunity for students
to learn about the larger world, to make a
difference in the lives of others and to gain
new perspective on how they live their lives
back home in San Francisco.

Keep your visitors
in the neighborhood
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA PK Sqft Date Asking $ Sale $
' 2899 Vallejo St 6 4 3 4850 13-Jul 4,995,000 4,995,000

-~

] Condo /Coop /TIC /Lofts
1800 Washington St #314 1 1 476  09-Aug 264,037 264,037
av I n S 1930 Eddy St #203 11 1 792  09-Aug 525,000 560,000
2299 Sacramento St #1 1 1 844 18-Jul 639,000 648,000
3657 Clay St 2 2 893 31-Jul 739,000 715,000
2155 Buchanan St #1 11 1 915 31-Jul 729,000 750,000
- 3126 Laguna St 2 1 1 20-Jul 740,000 790,000
5-Month Certificate H U"ys Offer ends 3045 Jackson St #402 1 1 1 1361 20Jul 798,000 825,000
) epOSit 5500-55,000 9 / 30 / 07. 2760 Sacra.mento St#3 11 1 1220 20-Jul 849,000 840,000
1800 Washington St #519 2 2 11042 18-Jul 875,000 869,000
2919 Pacific Ave #7 2 2 26-Jul 935,000 980,000
; 2632 Fillmore St #5 2 15 1 25-Jul 1,095,000 1,110,000
' 2937 Webster St 3 2 1 03-Aug 1,095,000 1,130,000
BO N US Obtain one of the following accounts: 1751 Vallejo St 2 2 1 17-Jul 975,000 1,152,000
* Checking Account Wlth $500 balance 1701 Broadway #1 3 2 1 1825 09-Aug 1,298,000 1,275,000
(o) 2200 Pacific Ave #11D 2 2 1 13-Jul 1,350,000 1,350,000
/ (0] * Auto Loan 2766 Union St 3 2 1 27-Jul 1,450,000 1,425,000
APY ° Regular or Premium 2746 Gough St #1 3 2 1 1887  17-Jul 1,295,000 1,465,000
Money Market ACCO unt 2865 Jackson St #4 3 2 1 1739 14-Aug 1,599,000 1,700,000
. 2785 Jackson St #3 3 3 1 2000 07-Aug 1,800,000 1,800,000
OE:r?Iﬁng:: et . You can get up to 7%' return! | 1928 Jackson St 2 2 1 03-Aug 1,675,000 1,825,000
2100 Pacific Ave #6A 3 3 1 2680 31-Jul 2,500,000 2,350,000
2170 Jackson St #4 3 35 1 3480 01-Aug 2,999,000 2,700,000

Join San Francisco Federal Credit Union, and open your certificate today!
Serving all of San Francisco—even on Saturdays!

Record sale prices reported on three homes
Call 415-775-5377, option 4, visit www.SanFranciscoFCU.com, or o )
drop by one of our branches: 770 Golden Gate Avenue @ Gough Street, Has the recent mortgage crisis impacted San Francisco — and, more

specifically, our neighborhood? The short answer is that it's too early to
2645 Ocean Avenue @ 19 Avenue, 4375 Geary Boulevard @ 8" Avenue tell. While I’'m aware of some disturbing incidences where preapproved

funding was pulled at the last minute, those stories have dissipated since

— eo’ S F the Federal Reserve Bank lowered its discount rate. Right now, the San
_NC‘UHA—_ 0 AN 'RANCISCO Francisco housing market is in its typical summer slowdown. But with

e s FEDERAL CREDIT UNION Labor Day around the corner, things should shortly be back in full swing.
APY = annual percentage yield. Offer valid 9/1/07 through 9/30/07. Each person who joins San Francisco FCU and establishes a checking In September, we’ll have a better UnderStanding of how the credit crisis
or money market account or auto loan described above can open one 7% APY 5-Month savings certificate with a balance of $500 to $5,000. H .
5-Month certificate without additional qualifying service carns 6% APY. Early withdrawal penalties apply 1o certificates. Auto loan requires will affect our year e_nd market. . . . .
credit approval. Any qualified person who lives, works, worships or goes to school in San Francisco, or is an immediate relative of a San Some record-setti ng transactions have occurred in Pacific Hei g hts and
Francisco FCU member, can join by paying a $5 membership fee and depositing 835 deposit to a Regular Share Savings Account. Presidio Heig hts in recent weeks:

RO NN m Le Petit Trianon at 3800 Washington

Street closed in July along with 3810
Washington, the single family home next
door. While the sale price was not made
public, it most likely closed above the last
listing price of $19.5 million, which only
included 3800 Washington.

= Two newly constructed homes — side
by side at 3100 Pacific and 3130 Pacific
— closed in July: 3130 at $14 million, 3100
for an undisclosed price, although it was
listed for $15 million. Together with 3800
Washington, these are the three priciest
single family home sales in San Francisco
this year.

= Also of note: The 11th floor in the
“Tower of Power” at 2500 Steiner (left)
came on the market in early August. While
the full-floor unit needs some updating,
the views are spectacular from its next-to-the-top floor location. Offered at
$6.75 million, the property went into contract soon after it was listed and
should close in early September.

— Data and commentary provided by JOHN FITZGERALD, co-owner
of Byzantium Brokerage and an agent at Pacific Union. Contact him at
jfitzgerald@pacunion.com or 345-3034.

preserving Earth one KWH at the time

“San Francisco is our home.” S O LA R4‘ S E Or

Meet Kate McGee, Rene Bihan, Christophe and Marcel, did you know?

City Planner, Landscape Architect and Urban Kids

As specialists in urban design and development, Kate and Rene love city life. So when they X If your electric bill is over $1 50/month’
decided to start a family, they never considered “moving to the suburbs.” In fact, they wanted to

lar is ch r than PG&E
be as close to the hub of the City as possible. They called on their Zephyr agent and friend who solaris ¢ eape tha G&

helped sell their TIC on Ashbury and find a great condo in the heart of North Beach complete Electricity rates have increased on average 7%
with garden and view roof deck. Within walking distance to work, 10 parks, preschool and pool, X r over th t 20 r
their new home is the perfect kid-zone and a blueprint for raising families in San Francisco. ayear ove € pas years

Pacific Heights - 415.674.6500
Zephyr Real Estate. Upper Market - 415.552.9500
Upper Market/Castro - 415.552.9500
West of Twin Peaks - 415.731.5000

X State and federal incentives can cover up to 50%
of your solar system

We’re all about San Francisco.

Noe Valley - 415.695.7707 Confused by solar electricity? Let us help at solar4sf.org, a Solar Energy
www.zephyrsf.com ZEPHYR Potrero Hill -+ 415.824.7200 consumer advocacy and information resource.
REAL ESTATE South Beach/SOMA - 415.905.0250
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Battle Brews

Over Hilltop
Remodeling

Architect says plans
comply with city codes

OTICE OF A building permit ap-
plication for a dramatic remod-
eling of 60 Normandie Terrace

is expected to go out to neighbors late
this month, officially touching oft what is
shaping up to be a classic battle over what
should and should not be built in Pacific
Heights.

'The architects and the Planning De-
partment are now conferring about the
final version of the design, which will be
the basis of the notification, known as a
311 notice, to be sent to neighbors inviting
their comments.

Opponents have already joined together
to hire an attorney to fight the project. Al-
though the address is on the Normandie
Terrace cul de sac, the home has a major
presence on Vallejo Street as well.

Architect Lewis W. Butler, of Butler
Armsden Architects on California Street,
says his design complies with the city’s
planning and building codes, with only one
exception. The project would require a vari-
ance only because the garage opening onto
Vallejo Street would be closer to the prop-
erty line than the building code allows.

Butler said the neighbors seem most
concerned about three other aspects of the
project: the size of the house, its modern
design and maintaining the integrity of the
high retaining wall that descends from the
house down to Vallejo Street.

Butler says the retaining wall is actually
in good shape, but was built in 1909 with
no steel reinforcement — and no house on
top. He says his plans will reinforce and
upgrade the retaining wall. Butler said ex-
cavating behind the wall for a garage will
have no effect on the strength of the wall
because of the engineering.

Neighbors object to putting a garage
door through the wall, he said, because it
would eliminate an existing parking place.
A two-car garage through the retaining
wall will replace one of two garages that
now exist at the Normandie Terrace level.

The renovated house will have more
than 14,000 square feet, but Butler said
most of the space to be added will not be
visible because it will be behind the retain-
ing wall.

Contrary to the neighbors’ petition op-
posing the project, which described it as an

Steve Wille
REALTOR®

Specializing in the
Northside of San Francisco.

25 years

coLbweLL
. BANKER O
experience.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

(415) 447-8862

stwille@aol.com

...........

|

An architectural rendering shows how the floor-to-ceiling glass walls in a remodeled
home on Normandie Terrace would rise above Vallejo Street.

eight-story building, Butler said the reno-
vated home will have three stories above
the retaining wall and three more stories
behind the retaining wall.

Above the garage on Vallejo Street and
behind the retaining wall will be laundry,
storage and guest rooms. Another level
up will be the kitchen, dining room and
a terrace. Three bay windows will extend
through the retaining wall, overlooking
Vallejo Street and the bay.

At the Normandie Terrace level, the size
and shape of the existing house will be little
changed, Butler says. He acknowledges the
addition on the south side — another as-
pect to which neighbors object — will re-
duce the space between 60 Normandie and
its neighbor, but only to the width that ex-
ists between other houses on the cul de sac.

The modern design, sheathed with
floor-to-ceiling glass on the north and east
sides, would replace walls punctured by an
irregular pattern of windows of varying
sizes. The floors will be articulated by

simple bands of stone. There will actually
be one less floor — three instead of four
— above Normandie Terrace, Butler said,
but the height will be the same. He said
the existing ceilings are low, so one floor
will be removed.

Objecting neighbors say the modern de-
sign is out of character with nearby homes
and that it violates neighborhood design
guidelines.

Butler responds that the neighborhood
guidelines don't stipulate style. He points
out that while 60 Normandie was built in
1939, along with others on the cul de sac,
the facade is the result of a 1998 remodel,
with nothing historic about it.

His current plan for the front facade
calls for eliminating a two-car garage door
and using less stone than an earlier concept
neighbors might have seen. A one-car ga-
rage door will remain.

Extending a column of stone down the
house and onto the retaining wall will give
a unity to the project, Butler said.

People who live in glass houses...

L-“‘ )

Best Prices
in the area
guaranteed
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Need blinds!
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CusTtomMm MADE:

WoobD BLINDS ® MINI BLINDS
PLANTATION SHUTTERS °® VERTICALS
CELLULAR SHADES ® BLACKOUT SHADES

Call for an in-home estimate today!

(415) 738-9000

Art Gallery
Vows to Make
Itself Legal

I ANDMARK STATUs will be sought
for the home at 1969 California
Street, the first step in what the

owner hopes will bring his business locat-

ed there — the Anthony Meier Fine Arts
gallery — into compliance with the law.

Meier’s attorney, Brett Gladstone, said
he believes the operation is already legal
because it involves less than 25 percent of
the 10,000 square foot home. The “gray
area,” he said, is whether the planning code
allows the presence of an employee.

So Meier will take extra steps, his lawyer
says, to remove any doubt he is operating
legally. Gladstone found an obscure section
of the city code that allows commercial use
of a residential building that is a city land-
mark.

If his home is designated as a landmark,
Meier could apply for a commercial permit
after 180 days. However, the code requires
that the special commercial use be “essen-
tial to the feasibility of retaining and pre-
serving the landmark.”

A similar situation existed for years
a block and a half away at the corner of
California and Franklin Streets, where the
Edward Coleman House, a San Francisco
landmark, was occupied by a law firm. It is
now once again a single-family home.

The 1969 California building was de-
signed by noted architect Willis Polk and
built in 1915. Especially notable is its half
portal created when the original owner’s
sister decided not to build a home next
door that would have completed the arch.

'The process of gaining recognition as a
landmark, followed by the six-month wait-
ing period and the sure-to-follow argu-
ments about the necessity of the commer-
cial operation, suggest the issue will not be
resolved quickly.

'The situation came to light after a neigh-
bor complained to the Pacific Heights Res-
idents Association, which asked the Plan-
ning Department to require the gallery to
apply for a conditional use permit — which
the association said it would oppose.

'The Planning Department promptly is-
sued a notice of violation of the city code.

Gladstone initially said he would file for
the conditional use permit. But the Plan-
ning Department notified all concerned
parties that there is no provision in the
code that would allow a conditional use
permit for a residential building.

Gladstone’s further research led to the
strategy of pursuing landmark designation
as a way of allowing the gallery to operate
legally in the residential building.

BUILDING GRAPHICS MURALS

unique-sophisticated-whimsical

415-550-1415

at RowdyPencil.com
bottom right homepage
click "NO TIME GO HERE" video
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Private Donors

» FROM PAGE 1

“First the new owners approached me
with the question: ‘Do you mind if we get
rid of all the commercials?’ That would ac-
tually take care of about half the complaints
I get. They also said they wanted to shake
up the candy offerings, bringing back tra-
ditional things like Red Vines, Milk Duds
and Junior Mints. And I thought: ‘Hey,
there go the other half of my complaints,”
says Kaufman.

Because of the sale and the way it was
structured — through private contribu-
tions — Kaufman also predicts there will
be more VIPs coming into the theatre.

“Do I want the folks from Dolby com-
ing in here to check out my sound system?
You bet,” he says.

[ ]

A series of upgrades is planned for the
Vogue in the coming months, including
making final repairs to the exterior canopy
and improving the sound, which now func-
tions best when the theatre is full, signaling
that more soundproofing is needed.

Kaufman says some repairs have already
been made to the Vogue during his tenure.

“When I first took it over, it was a disas-
ter,” he says. “There were leaks in the ceiling
and heating that didn't work.”

He laments the scaffolding that has
been up for the last year, annoying near-
by merchants and sending the message to
passersby that the theatre was closed. The
scaffolding was necessary because city reg-
ulators mandated that the canopy on the
theatre be restored to look exactly as it has
historically looked. Kaufman says that bit
of renovation should be completed within
the next few months.

Alfonso Felder, president of the San

Save Historic Vogue as a Single Screen Theater

Patrons could take a streetcar to the front door of the Vogue Theater in 1948.

Francisco Neighborhood Theater Founda-
tion, an organization dedicated to protect-
ing single-screen neighborhood theaters,
said the purchase was possible because of
generous contributions from friends and
neighbors of the Vogue who contributed
to the Vogue Theatre Capital Campaign.
He said additional contributions are being
solicited to help complete improvements
to the Vogue. Go to “theatre info” at www.
voguesf.com for more information.
Single-screen theaters are an endan-

gered species, in San Francisco and else-
where. Dozens of neighborhood theaters
have shut down during the last 20 years.
Besides the Vogue, the only other single-

screen venues remaining in the city are the

Clay, on Fillmore Street, the Bridge and
the Castro.

Kaufman cites the consolidation of
companies that own movie theatres and
the rapid growth of movie multiplexes.
“The basic successful business model is
now a multiplex offering 16 or 20 movies,”
he says.

Still, Kaufman says he personally pre-
fers small, single venues such as the Vogue
that allow management to offer special ser-
vices to patrons, such as more conversations
about films and their histories.

“Especially during the daytime, we get a
lot of people in here who want to talk film
— and unlike a multiplex, we can do that,”

he says.

JACK TILLMANY COLLECTION

“And if theatre-goers come in five min-
utes late, we can tell them, ‘All you missed is
the part where the engine on the bus blew
up.”” That’s another service that multiplex
operators are hard-pressed to provide.

Kaufman says Vogue employees will
even hand-deliver popcorn to patrons
in their seats if there’s a waiting line and
showtime is tight.

Prompted by insistent mothers in the
neighborhood, the Vogue also offers a
baby-mommy matinee on Tuesday morn-
ings at which babies are allowed to cry if
they must. The theatre is half-lit so that
mothers can keep an eye on their kids and
the sound is at half-level to accommodate
those who opt for sleeping over crying.

| |

The Vogue opened as the Elite Theatre
in 1910 and was briefly known as the Rex
before becoming the Vogue in 1939. It
has been the city’s most popular venue for
Woody Allen films. And it had a 70-week
run of “The Gods Must Be Crazy” during
1984 and '85.

The San Francisco Neighborhood The-
ater Foundation is a nonprofit organization
of volunteers established in 2002. Since
2003, the foundation has also presented
a popular outdoor film series in Dolores
Park, Washington Square Park and Union
Square.

Kaufman says he hopes the Vogue will
now offer more independent and art films,
aswell as documentaries, adding that “smart
comedies, romances and foreign films with-
out subtitles — like those from England or
Canada,” work best at the Vogue.

“This is a date spot,” he says. “There are
four or five of the best restaurants in town
nearby. You go there, then take in a film. It
doesn’t get better than that.”

g E—
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AT MISSION BAY

= 3 SRl iy N ||l Fr
EXCEPTIONAL HOMES. LIMITED OPPORTUNITY.
Sales at Radiance have been a great success, with almost half our units
SUITE TYPE VIEW | SQ.FT. PRICE , , o _ _
already sold. Proving that Radiance's Mission Bay neighborhood is fast
306 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath w 847 $649,000 becoming one of San Francisco's most sought after areas. Don't miss out -
there are many exquisite homes with city and bay views still available.
805 1 Bedroom, 1 Bath S 961 $946,600
412 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Patio SE 1,201 $1,417,200
505 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Balcony N 1,127 $997,000
507 2 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Balcony NE 1,220 $1,409,100
411 2 Bedroom & Den, 2 Bath, NE 1,393 | $1,663,800
Balcony
2 Level Town Home
517 2 Bedroom & Den, N 1,998 $2,128,000
3 Bath, Balcony, Roof Deck
3 Level Town Home
112 2 Bedroom & Den, E 1,775 $1,772,600
21/2 Bath, Patio, Balcony, Roof Deck

SCHEDULED TO MOVE IN SPRING 2008

Sales office located at 201 King Street (at 3rd Street)

Open daily 11 =5 pm 415-618-0011
Visit RadianceSanFran.com to view our virtual tour

www.BosaDev.com

ALL REFERENCE TO SQUARE FOOTAGE OR FLOOR AREA ARE APPROXIMATE AND ARE BASED UPON THE GROSS SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE RESIDENTIAL UNITS SHOWN ON THE ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
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California Pacific
Medical Center

e Regaln Your
Active Lifestyle

Joint Replacement Can Get You Moving Again!

B Hip, knee and shoulder
replacement can improve
mobility, decrease pain

_.and return you to the
activities you enjoy.

B Small incisions, new
technologies and
‘personalized care are
key to quick recovery.

. Get back
i the game!

‘ﬁ h “The Comprehenswe Joint Care

’ k..!“ Program at California Pacific
4 < Med1ca1 Center can help.

Call 888-637-2762

for more information.

Beyond Medicine. www.cpmc.org
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Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable,

fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore

is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is. — Gourmet magazine

www.FillmoreStreetSE.com

FOOD, DRINK & ENTERTAINMENT

BAKERY & DESSERTS

Bittersweet Chocolate Cafe

2123 Fillmore  346-8715

Boulangerie Bay Bread
2325 Pine  440-0356
Delanghe Patisserie
1890 Fillmore 923-0711

Tango Gelato
2015 Fillmore  346-3692

COFFEE

Cafe Murano

1777 Steiner 771-0888
Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf
2201 Fillmore 447-9733
Noah’s New York Bagels
2213 Fillmore 441-5396
Peet’s Coffee & Tea
2197 Fillmore  563-9930
Royal Ground Coffee
2060 Fillmore 567-8822
Starbucks Coffee

2222 Fillmore 673-3171
Trio Cafe

1870 Fillmore 563-2248

Tully’s Coffee
2455 Fillmore  929-8808

DINING

Cafe Kati

1963 Sutter 775-7313
Captain Submarine
2486 Sacramento 346-3888
Cassis

2101 Sutter 440-4500
Chouquet’s

2500 Washington  359-0075
Crepevine

2301 Fillmore  922-1722
Curbside Cafe

2455 California 929-9030
Elite Cafe

2049 Fillmore  346-8668
Florio

1915 Fillmore  775-4300
Fresca Peruvian Cuisine
2114 Fillmore 447-2768
The Grove

2016 Fillmore 474-1419
India Palace

1740 Fillmore 567-7789
Jackson Fillmore Trattoria
2506 Fillmore  346-5288
Johnny Rockets

1946 Fillmore 776-9878
La Boulange

2043 Fillmore  928-1300
La Mediterranee

2210 Fillmore  921-2956

La Salsa
2401 California  771-7848

Neecha Thai Cuisine
2100 Sutter 922-9419

Pride of the Mediterranean

1761 Fillmore 567-1150

Thai Stick
2001 Fillmore 885-6100

Via Veneto
2244 Fillmore  346-921 |

Vivande Porta Via
2125 Fillmore  346-4430

ZAO Noodle Company
2406 California  864-2888

JAPANESE

Maruya Sushi
1904 Fillmore  921-2929

Osaka
1923 Fillmore  346-6788

Ten-ichi
2235 Fillmore  346-3477

Toraya
1914 Fillmore  931-9455

MARKETS
Fillmore Fine Foods
1981 Sutter 563-0190

Fillmore Market
1669 Fillmore 921-5354

Gino’s Grocery
2500 Fillmore  775-1908

Mayflower Market
2498 Fillmore  346-1700

Mollie Stone’s
2435 California  567-4902

Pacific Food Mart
2199 Sutter 614-2385

PIZZA
Dino’s Pizza
2101 Fillmore 922-4700

Extreme Pizza
1732 Fillmore  929-9900

Pizza Inferno
1800 Fillmore 775-1800

ENTERTAINMENT

Sundance Kabuki
1881 Post 931-9800

Boom Boom Room
1601 Fillmore 673-8000

Clay Theater
2261 Fillmore 352-0810

The Fillmore Auditorium

1805 Geary 346-3000

Harry’s Bar
2020 Fillmore  921-1000

Rasselas Jazz Club
1534 Fillmore  346-8696

Sheba Piano Lounge
[419 Fillmore  440-7414

FILLMORE
SAN FRANC] SCO
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WINE & SPIRITS
D&M Wine and Liquor
2200 Fillmore  346-1325
Vino

2425 California  674-8466

Sacramento St.

MARC




