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Alta Plaza: Park With a View
From an Abandoned Quarry
Came a Jewel of an Urban Park

B A B  A B

Y
   Alta Plaza Park a great outdoor room — or more 
accurately, a number of rooms, because the park is diff erent things 
to diff erent people.

One room, or set of rooms, is the tennis courts, windswept at times but 
commanding great views. Another is the children’s playground with slides 
and sand. Th en there’s the dog walkers’ park near Steiner and Jackson 
in the early morning and up at Pierce and Jackson later. San Francisco 
Symphony maestro Michael Tilson Th omas has been sighted there with 
his partner, Joshua Robison, and their standard poodle.

Friends Fund Improvements,
But More Remains to Be Done

B D L

I
  , Friends of Alta Plaza have raised $1.5 million. Th ey 
have resurfaced the tennis courts and created a multi-sport court. Th ey 
completely replaced the children’s playground with state-of-the-art 

equipment installed over a rubbery injury-reducing ground cover.
Now comes the hard part. 
While the improvements are obvious, so is the lamentable condition 

of the rest of the park. Aged trees are falling or dropping branches as they 
near the end of their life span. Flower beds are unplanted. Weeds sprout 
through cracks in the stairways. Slime oozes across surrounding sidewalks.

“Scott Street,” by neighborhood artist Veerakeat Tongpaiboon, is one of a 
score of paintings of Alta Plaza Park being exhibited this month at the Thomas 

Reynolds Gallery at Fillmore and Pine in “Alta Plaza and Beyond.” Six artists 
offer their interpretation of Alta Plaza and other favorite parks in the city.

TO PAGE 6 4 TO PAGE 7 4
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

The sign is up and construction is proceeding at Yoshi’s, the jazz club and Japanese 
restaurant opening next month in the Fillmore Heritage Center at Fillmore and Eddy.

Yoshi’s
Sets a Date
Long-awaited jazz club
opens its doors Nov. 28

Shrinks Are
the Newest
Newcomers

S
 F’ Center for Psycho-
analysis will take over the fourth 
fl oor of Newcomer High School. 

Its two-year lease begins October 1; 
move-in will occur in mid-December after 
some preparation and painting. Th e move 
is temporary while the center’s headquar-
ters at 2420 Sutter Street is demolished 
and rebuilt.

Another portion of the building was 
recently leased by Metropolitan Arts and 
Technology High, a charter school funded 
by the Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion.

Th e building sat vacant since Newcomer 
moved out last year. Some neighborhood 
residents, particularly a vocal group in the 
Pacifi c Heights Resident Association, ex-
pressed concern over the impact new occu-
pants might have on parking on the already 
congested streets nearby.

However, the lease for the Center for 
Psycholanalysis includes parking spaces, so 
the staff  of seven won’t need to park on the 
street.

Originally a training institute and 
membership organization for local psycho-
analysts, the center has expanded to reach 
Bay Area residents from Sonoma to the 
South Bay. It supports the continuing edu-
cation and outreach eff orts of more than 
160 practicing analysts and more than 45 
psychoanalysts in training. 

Th e center off ers programs for mental 
health professionals and the general public.

T
  an extra reason to cele-
brate Th anksgiving in the Fillmore 
this year: Yoshi’s will open its new 

jazz club on the street on November 28.
Grand opening night will feature drum-

mer Roy Haynes and Yoshi’s Birds of a 
Feather Super Band, which includes Gary 
Burton, Ravi Coltrane, Nicholas Payton, 
Kenny Garrett and others.

Th e coming of Yoshi’s is a big deal in 
every way. Th e 28,000-square-foot space 
includes a 417-seat club, with 317 seats on 
the main fl oor and 100 more on the cres-
cent-shaped mezzanine.

Th e adjacent Japanese restaurant has 
370 seats and a lounge.

Th e club is on the ground fl oor of the 
Fillmore Heritage Center at 1330 Fillmore, 
near Eddy. Soon to follow is another res-
taurant, 1300 on Fillmore, which will fea-
ture what it’s billing as “soulful American 
food.”

Th e building will also house the Jazz 
Heritage Center, opening later this year.

Other musicians already booked at 
Yoshi’s in December include Taj Mahal, 
Chick Corea, the Count Basie Orchestra 
and Fillmore’s own Frank Jackson. Tickets 
go on sale October 29. More information is 
at 655-5600 or www.yoshis.com.

THIS MONTH

Forum Focuses on Transit, Parking

T
 and park-
ing issues and their impact 
in the city’s District 2 — 

which includes Pacifi c Heights and 
the Marina — will be the topic of 
the fi rst public forum organized by 
2gether, a new umbrella organiza-
tion of the district’s neighborhood 
associations.

Th e event will be held on Mon-
day, October 15, from 7 to 9 p.m. 
in the auditorium of the Claire Lil-
ienthal School at 3850 Divisadero 
in the Marina. Th e entrance to 
the auditorium is on Beach Street. 
Parking is available.

Among the topics of discussion 

on the agenda are Propositions A 
and H on the November ballot. 
Prop A would change the structure 
of the Municipal Transportation 
Agency; Prop H concerns neigh-
borhood parking.

Tom Radulovich, executive di-
rector of the Livable City project, 
will present an overview of how the 
diff erent parts of the area’s tran-
sit system fi t together and off er a 
vision for the city.

District 7 Supervisor Sean Els-
bernd will speak in favor of Prop A; 
Howard Epstein, vice chair of the 
San Francisco Republican Party, 
will speak in opposition.

Disputed Buildings Topic of Talk

J
 K, the Chronicle’s ur-
ban design writer, will be the 
featured speaker October 25 at

    the annual meeting of the Pacifi c 
Heights Residents Association.

King will discuss some of the 
controversial buildings proposed 
for the neighborhood, including 
new highrises, hospital expansion 
and super-sized private homes. 
He has also been asked to address 
the city plan’s call for greater den-
sity, especially along neighborhood 
commercial streets.

Th e meeting will be held from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the historic Flood man-
sion — now the Schools of the Sa-

cred Heart — at 2222 Broadway. 
Th e cost for members, including 

wine and hors d’oeuvres, is $35 per 
person before October 19 and $45 
after that. Nonmembers pay $10 
more.

In addition to King’s remarks, 
there will be a brief business meet-
ing of the association. During an 
opening reception, information 
tables will be set up by local groups 
and authors.

John King joined the Chronicle in 
1992 and has been its urban design 
critic since 2001. He was a fi nalist 
for the Pulitzer Prize in criticism in 
2002 and 2003.

Paid for by the 21st Century Political Action Committee.

NO on A, Yes on H—
NO on A— Emissions Reductions and Transit Reform
Prop A is a bit of reform and a lot of politics: it prevents parking 
from being built in neighborhood districts, takes away our right to 
vote on taxi issues and planning code-parking provisions, and makes 
it easier for Supervisors to interfere in Muni’s budget.  Vote No on A. 

YES on H—Parking Initiative
Finding a place to park in San Francisco can be difficult, time 
consuming and frustrating.  Vote Yes on H for a better quality of life 
that includes a balanced transportation plan:  transit, bikes and a 
place to park. 

Yes on C—Public Hearings on Initiatives
Help make City Hall more transparent and accountable by requiring 
public hearings on measures before they are placed on the ballot, 
Vote Yes on C FOR ELECTION SUNSHINE.

Yes on I—Small Business Assistance Center
Neighborhood small businesses are the city’s life blood but opening 
or operating a business in San Francisco is a challenge.
Vote Yes on I to create a “one stop shop” that will help navigate the 
City’s bureaucracy.

No on K—Street Furniture Declaration of Policy
Proposition K could kill the transit shelter, news rack and Nextbus 
programs, as well as cost MUNI hundreds of millions of dollars in 
needed revenue. Help make our streets clean and beautiful.
Vote No on K. 

Yes on J—Universal Wi-Fi Declaration of Policy 
To be competitive in the 21st century, all San Franciscans need to 
have equal access to the technological benefits of the Internet.  
Vote Yes on J FOR FREE WIFI.

When you go to the Polls on November 6,
the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce recommends a vote of…

THE NEW FILLMORE
2130 Fillmore Street #202  ■  San Francisco, CA 94115
415 / 441-6070
editors@newfi llmore.com

Editors Barbara Kate Repa & Thomas R. Reynolds 
Art Director Ginny Lindsay
News Editor Don Langley
Proofreader Donna Gillespie

Advertising inquiries ads@newfi llmore.com or 441-6070
Published on the fi rst weekend of each month. Deadline: 20th of prior month
Member of the San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association

Your neighborhood newspaper

Every month, 20,000 copies are delivered to homes and businesses in the 
Fillmore, Pacifi c Heights and Japantown. We thank you for your support and 

encouragement and we welcome your suggestions and story ideas.

Archive of recent issues: www.NewFillmore.com

Special 2-Day Event
Friday & Saturday
October 26 & 27

21% Off
Everything, All Day!

Prizes, Champagne & Fun
Hours: 11am - 6pm

2484 Sacramento Street
at Fillmore

415-346-3988
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■ HOT SPOT
RETAIL REPORT

A 
 women’s clothing bou-
tique, Limu, has recently opened at 
2237 Fillmore with a luxurious modern 

look and an array of unique new off erings.
Limu will also off er old favorites from a 

number of established designers, carrying on 
the tradition established by its predecessor, 
Jim-Elle, which occupied the space for many 
years.

“It was time for a fresh new look,” says own-
er Simone Derayeh. “And I wanted to give the 
place my own feel and sense of aesthetics.”

Derayeh bought Jim-Elle last year, and ear-
lier this summer gutted the space and com-
pletely redesigned it with ebony fl oors and 
sleek, understated dressing rooms. Suspended 
glass shelving and recessed niches display the 
fall clothing collections in muted shades of 
brown, gray and green — plus plenty of things 
in San Francisco’s color for all seasons, black.

Limu off ers tried and true basics from such noted 
designers as Peter Cohen, Vivienne Westwood and Alberta 
Ferretti. 

“But we now also include a number of up and coming de-
signers we fi nd in our travels from Shanghai to Columbia to 

S
 Bank & Trust opened 
its 14th San Francisco location 
in September, bringing a glitzy 

marble and mirrored facade to the 
corner of Fillmore and Bush Streets.

Th e full service bank, with an 
ATM on the street, off ers more per-
sonalized service because of its small 
size, according to Stephen Adams, 
Sterling’s regional vice president. 

Th e Fillmore branch diff ers from 

most other banks because it has no 
teller lines, only bankers at desks.

Although the space appears to be 
unusually small for a bank, Adams 
says it actually is larger than Sterling’s 
branch at Geary and 19th Avenue.

Adams is particularly proud of the 
restored original ceiling, one of the 
highlights of an extensive remod-
eling of the longtime home of the 
Vogue nail salon.

When not in Rome,

do as the Fillmore does

The locals were ready Saturday evening, 
September 22, when the neighborhood’s 
newest restaurant, SPQR, opened for 
dinner at 1911 Fillmore.

It’s a Roman osteria from the crew 
behind highly lauded A-16 in the Marina.

“Nearly everybody here says they live 
just around the corner,” marveled chef 
Nate Appleman on opening night.

For the past seven years the tight space 
was home to Chez Nous, a favorite of the 
foodie set. Initial reviews suggest SPQR is 
at least an even trade.

The name comes from Rome’s motto. 
The look is rich, with dark wood and soft 
lights. There’s added counter seating, an 
inventive menu and an adventurous wine 
list co-owner Shelley Lindgren offers by 
the bottle, carafe, glass or taste.

No reservations are taken, but dinner is 
served until 11 p.m. Lunch starts October 1.
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After a Re-do, a Sleek Boutique Emerges

Sterling Bank Opens on Fillmore

Japan,” says Derayeh, “such as jewelry and belts by Virgins, 
Saints and Angels.”

Shoppers are greeted warmly and off ered advice and direc-
tion — as well as wine, cappucino and espresso. 

“We go for hospitality,” Derayeh says.

■ CRIME WATCH

Stolen Auto 
Van Ness Avenue and Eddy Street
August 22, 5:19 p.m.

Two offi  cers on patrol were alerted by 
a third offi  cer, who was in the process of 
following a stolen car. Th e offi  cers joined 
in the chase. Eventually they forced the car 
to stop and arrested the driver. Th e car had 
been stolen from San Mateo County. Th e 
suspect was booked at Northern Station.  

 
Auto Burglary
Van Ness Avenue and Turk Street
August 26, 12:37 p.m. 

A man saw a car burglary in progress 
and called the police, describing the sus-
pect to the dispatcher. When the offi  cers 
arrived, they observed the suspect quickly 
walking away from the scene. 

As the offi  cers detained the man, he 
dropped the items he was carrying. Th e 
witness then approached and said, “Th at’s 
him.” 

Th e owner of the car later contacted the 
police and told them she had inadvertently 
left her vehicle unlocked. She said the sus-
pect had no business in her car, and identi-
fi ed the possessions that had been removed. 
Offi  cers arrested the suspect and booked 
him at Northern Station.  

Auto Burglary
Franklin and Geary Streets
September 11, 1:11 p.m.

An offi  cer was passing through the 
neighborhood when he observed a man 
breaking into a car. Th e offi  cer stopped and 
detained the man, who was armed with a 
butter knife and using it to gain entry into 
the vehicle. Two more offi  cers responded to 
assist. Th e suspect was arrested and booked 
at Northern Station.

Bank Robbery
Fillmore and Clay Streets
September 12, 5 p.m.

A woman walked into the Fillmore 
branch of Bank of America and engaged an 
employee in conversation about what kind 
of identifi cation she would need to cash a 
check, then left the bank. About 20 minutes 
later, a man entered holding a handkerchief 
over his face and brandishing a gun.

He pointed the gun at a teller while giv-
ing instructions to hand over money. Th en 
he aimed the gun at two more tellers, threw 
a bag over the counter and demanded they 
fi ll it with cash. As the tellers fi lled the bag, 
the man warned bank customers standing 
in line not to move, then left the bank with 
the bag.

About 10 blocks away, at Post and Pierce 
Streets, offi  cers caught up with the sus-
pected bank robber, who was riding with 
the female decoy who had entered the bank 
earlier. Police arrested the two, along with 
the driver of the getaway car, and recovered 
the money and gun.

Possession of Burglary Tools
Bush and Laguna Streets
September 16, 4:30 p.m.

Offi  cers with the auto boost task force 
observed a man looking into parked cars 
who seemed to be surveying the area for 
police cruisers. Offi  cers followed him for 
many blocks. Eventually, he crawled up the 
fi re escape of a building. When the man 
entered a house, the offi  cers decided it was 
time to detain him. 

Th e suspect was able to explain his pres-
ence in the building, but could not explain 
why he was carrying burglary tools. Th e 
offi  cers arrested the man and released him 
with a citation.

It’s all about choices.

Steve & Debbie Dells
415.385.8497
415.385.8501
dells@zephyrsf.com

And you have many in the vibrant Fillmore District!
Location, size, condition, price — there are many choices to make 
whether buying your first condo or moving up to the home of your 
dreams. Here in the Lower Pacific Heights/Fillmore District you have many 
great buildings to choose from. Shown is just a sample of those we’ve 
sold, including 1310 Fillmore, where our clients enjoy their brand new 
unit and view.

Ask our buyers, ask our sellers: We’ll get exactly what you want and more! 
It’s all about choices, and choosing the right REALTOR® is the best way to 
begin. Call today and we’ll get you started on the way to your new home. 
We’re right here in the neighborhood at California and Steiner — that’s 
where we choose to be!

Expert Design

355 Presidio Ave.            415-346-1860
2019 Fillmore St.            415-922-6811
239 West Portal Ave.       415-759-2002
1262 9th Ave.                  415-759-2000

WalterAdamsFraming.com

Affordable Quality
Custom Framing

From expensive oil paintings to posters, photos, 

gift frames and even 3-d objects – the experts at 

Walter Adams Framing will give your artwork a 

perfect, custom, tasteful touch. 

Over the past year, the Transit Effectiveness Project (TEP) has been looking at ways to make 

Muni more efficient and attractive to riders. 

Please attend an upcoming community meeting to learn about the TEP's key findings and 

ideas and help us shape the City's plans to improve Muni service. We will present the same

information at each meeting. In early 2008, we will host another series of meetings to present

final recommendations.

Change is on the way!
Learn about plans to improve Muni service

Transit Effectiveness Project Community Meetings

SFMTA San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency

Transit Effectiveness Project

Wheelchair
Accessible

For more information, visit our web site: www.sftep.com, e-mail us at info@sftep.com, or 
call (415) 701-4599. Spanish and Chinese speakers may call (415) 226-1313.

Please call (415) 226-1313 at least 72 hours before the meeting if you 
need any special accommodations, such as American Sign Language
interpreters or materials in alternate formats. 

Mission District

Saturday, October 20
3:00 pm to 5:30 pm

St. Peter’s Catholic Church
1200 Florida St. at 24th St.

The nearest MUNI bus lines are 
9, 27 and 48.

Civic Center

Tuesday, October 23 
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Bill Graham Civic Auditorium
99 Grove St. at Polk St.

The nearest BART and MUNI station is 
Civic Center. The nearest MUNI bus 
lines are 9, 19, 21 and 49. 

Excelsior District

Saturday, October 20
10:00 am to 12:30 pm

Monroe Elementary School
260 Madrid St. at Excelsior Ave.

The nearest MUNI bus lines are 
14, 29, 49 and 52.

Inner Sunset

Monday, October 22
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm

County Fair Building (Hall of Flowers)
near entrance to SF Botanical Garden
9th Ave. at Lincoln Way

The nearest MUNI lines are N-Judah, 
6, 43, 44, 66 and 71.

Experience Senior Living at its Finest

• The premier retirement condominium for independent
seniors in San Francisco

• Great location on Cathedral Hill with breathtaking views

• Upscale amenities & stunning architecture plus secured
parking garage

• Renovations to feature a wine room, grille, café, cinema
and fitness center

• Equity ownership at PRE-RENOVATION prices

NOW IS THE BEST TIME TO BUY!
CALL 415-929-0200 TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR.

1450 Post Street, San Francisco, CA 94109
A Sunrise Senior Living Condominium

A Continuing Care Retirement Community

RCFE #385600359 CCRC# 216
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Th e joggers’ park at Alta Plaza is 
around it, in it, up it — meaning, in the 
last case, those alpine steps at Pierce 
and Clay. Other sports, especially touch 
football, sometimes co-ed, are generally 
played near the Town School corner at 
Jackson and Scott.

Th e bench-sitters’ park is at street level 
at Washington and Steiner, the lovers’ park 
on the hillside just above. And there’s a 
“room” for connoisseurs of that sometimes 
hard-to-fi nd San Francisco condition, 
windlessness, next to the row of cypresses 
along the crest of the park.

■

Th en one must say that the park not 
only has rooms, but architecture. People 
at drawing boards designed the staircases, 
terraces, paths and landscaping, then men 
and women installed them.

Even the shape of the land is a human 
artifact because more than a century ago 
it was barren and had been used as a 
quarry for fi lling other sites. Th ere were 
dangerous holes, the biggest and deepest 
some 150 feet by 250 feet in size — or a 
third of a block — in the park’s center.

Th e land had been set aside for a park 
early enough to prevent such treatment. 
“Alta Square” was one of six public 

“Our park doesn’t have a plan and hasn’t 
had one for about 40 years,” says Lauren 
Hall, leader of the Friends of Alta Plaza, 
a nonprofi t formed to enable neighbors to 
become involved in renovating the park. 
“We have a lot of catch-up to do.” 

Th e Friends are now developing a horti-
cultural master plan for the park and hope 
to complete it within a year. Th e plan will 
be based on three of the designs created last 
year in a project of the School of Landscape 
Architecture at UC Berkeley. Th e fi nal plan 
will include input from Joe Figone, the new 
park supervisor for this area, and an assess-
ment of what Adrian Rojo, the park’s long-
time gardener, can maintain.

Hall said considerations include select-
ing trees that have suffi  ciently deep roots to 
survive the wind and don’t drop cones — or 
anything else.

“We have a little money,” Hall says. “A 
lot of neighbors have said they’ll give mon-
ey for the horticulture. We’ll start fundrais-
ing when we know what the cost will be. It 
could be next to nothing or millions.”

First, however, the plumbing must be 
fi xed. Water leaks out of the north and 
south sides of the park. A study determined 
city water is spilling on the north side, the 
result of broken pipes.

On the south side, the green fi lm across 
the sidewalk is caused by seeping ground 
water — perhaps from a spring under the 
park. 

“Steiner @ Clay” by Nicholas Coley is one of the paintings of Alta Plaza Park in a group 
exhibition this month at the Thomas Reynolds Gallery at Fillmore and Pine. Coley can 
frequently be found painting on location at Alta Plaza or Lafayette Park.

squares or plazas west of Larkin Street 
that the Van Ness Ordinances of 1855 
reserved for park use — the others being 
Lafayette Park, Alamo Square, Hamilton 
Playground, Jeff erson Square and the 
present Funston/Moscone Recreation 
Center — but for a long time City 
Hall did nothing to develop the site, or 
the others, for that matter. Th e eight-
block-square formula for these parks 
was inspired in part by the notion that 
if a park is spacious but not too large, its 
visitors will be safe.

■

One Milo Hoadley claimed prior 
ownership at Alta Square and sued 
repeatedly to obtain it. It was only in 
1888, at the Supreme Court level, that 

the not very civic minded Hoadley was
fi nally rebuff ed without recourse.

Houses had been going up in the 
neighborhood — on Clay and Steiner 
in the 1870s, and Scott was built up by 
1885 — and naturally there was growing 
agitation for development of the sad and 
barren area so unpleasantly visible from 
pretty bay windows in the area. But with 
Hoadley on the warpath, City Hall had 
remained frozen.

With 1890 came the thaw. Property 
owners in the area hired a designer named 
R. Ulrich to prepare a plan for Alta Plaza 
Park and he duly came up with walks, 
terraces, the still-treasured “cozy nooks 
for rest and meditation,” and plantings in 
the defunct quarry area that had for good 

reason been giving the neighbors fi ts.
Meanwhile, a newly energized City 

Hall appropriated $10,000 to develop 
the park and from 1890 to 1892 it was 
graded at last, holes fi lled, the still-present 
perimeter walls built, the Clay Street 
side terraced, the walks and staircases 
constructed, trees and grass planted.

It’s been said that the great John 
McLaren created the plan, but I doubt 
it. In the 1890s McLaren was ruling 
over Golden Gate Park for the Parks 
Commission, an entirely diff erent 
department. Th e Superintendent of Streets 
was charged with the work at Alta Plaza.

Whoever thought it up, the design, 
with its handsome stairs, formally 
capped walls and Beaux Arts symmetry, 
is excellent. Th e excavations were duly 
refi lled and the four terraces create usable 
space out of the steepest natural slope, the 
Clay Street side at Pierce.

■

Over the years, some Alta Plaza events 
have made news. After the ’06 earthquake 
people took refuge in it. In 1938 a city 
supervisor thought selling it could ease 
a budget crunch, but thankfully the city 
attorney uttered a polite no. Th en in 1971 
a car chase for the movie “What’s Up, 
Doc?” was fi lmed on the Pierce Street 
staircase, and the damage is still visible.

Mostly, though, the park has been a 
neighborhood joy, good to look at, or 
from, and a place where people meet 
people of like interests. In recent years 
the entrances have been enhanced and 
protected with seasonal fl ower beds. And 
lines of Japanese plum trees have been 
planted on the Steiner Street side. Long 
may they fl ourish.

Excerpted from Gables and Fables: A 
Portrait of San Francisco’s Pacifi c Heights

A 20-person crew under the supervision of a parole agent cleared weeds from hedges 
in Alta Plaza on September 15 as part of the annual Coastal Cleanup Day.

Once drainage has been dealt with, ir-
rigation problems must be solved. “If we 
were to re-do all the irrigation, a contrac-
tor told us it would cost $600,000,” Hall 
says. Until there is irrigation, she says, it’s 
pointless to replant the fl ower beds at the 
corners and other entry points.

Another problem is that the city hasn’t 
come through on its commitment to make 
the restrooms by the playground accessible 
to the disabled, and so they remain closed. 

“Th e bathroom construction was sup-
posed to be done two years ago,” Hall says, 
“but last week the city said, ‘soon.’ ” Th e 
Friends have asked that the restrooms at 
least be open on weekends.

In addition to being understaff ed, the 
parks are underfunded, Hall says. She 
points to a city report that shows nearby 
Lafayette Park needs $7.6 million in re-

pairs, mostly for its retaining walls and its 
playground. Lafayette Park, too, has irriga-
tion issues. Alta Plaza hasn’t even made it 
onto the list, Hall says.

Th e Friends held their fi rst neighbor-
hood workday this summer, and Hall says 
the group would like to schedule a regular 
cleanup day for neighborhood volunteers 
similar to the one at Lafayette Park. But 
that requires notice and approval by the Rec 
and Park Department, which must sched-
ule a city gardener on overtime to supervise 
the volunteers. And Hall acknowledges the 
Friends have not yet found a volunteer co-
ordinator to pull the project together.

Despite the magnitude of the problems 
and the obstacles to solving them, Hall re-
mains optimistic. “We’ll get it done,” she 
says. “We’re all problem solvers and we 
found a big problem.”

Lafayette Park 
Gets a Poem
on Its Paths

L
 P is one of 10 San 
Francisco parks that will have site-
specifi c art installations the week-

end of October 19-21.
It’s part of a citywide exhibition of out-

door art that weekend and is free to the 
public.

In Lafayette Park, a poem by Erica En-
renberg will be spelled out in large letters 
by artist Mikhai Iliatov. Th e letters will line 
the paths on the western side of the park.

Enrenberg says her poem explores 
the anticipation and fulfi llment of desire. 
Iliatov calls his installation a “large-scale 
earthwork” and has titled it “Linking the 
Park to a Story of First Love.”

Treating the park as an oversized sheet 
of paper, Iliatov will stencil the poem on 
the grass along six park pathways using 
biodegradable materials that will disappear 
after the event.

Other nearby parks involved in the pro-
gram are Alamo Square and the Fillmore-
Turk Mini Park.

At the mini park, the artist Moses will 
install “6 Beats Deep.”

“I will construct a highly stylized sculp-
tural coffi  n fi tted with speakers embedded 
in its surface,” Moses says. “Th e goal of this 
project is to creatively address the problems 
of violence in urban communities.”

Th e event is the inaugural project of the 
Center for Outdoor Contemporary Art. 
More information is available at 431-9870 
or www.cocanow.org.

Alta Plaza
Set Aside
Early On
to Be a Park

Friends Step In
Where the City
Fails to Tread

4 FROM PAGE 1
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If you’re searching for a religious home where 
people honor each other’s different beliefs and 

worship together as one faith, find us. 
We are an open-minded religious community 

that encourages you to seek your own 
spiritual path, wherever it leads.

Join us at 11:00am this Sunday 
for service and fellowship! 

Religious Exploration for Children & Youth Sundays at 11am

Sunday Holy Eucharist is at 10 am.Sunday Holy Eucharist is at 10 am.

On October 21 October 21 at noonat noon join us for a BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS to 

commemorate St. Francis of Assisi. We will gather on top of Alta Plaza Park. 

All furry friends are welcome —socialized or caged only, please.

On October 28October 28 at 4 pm at 4 pm, join us for an afternoon of poetry. 

With Browser Books we present 

Short poems East and West: The Tanka and the Limerick

Ryoko Tadakuma, an award winning Tanka poet 

in her native Japan, will read in translation and 

Bob Scher will read from his work, 

There’s a Hole in Your Sky: Limericks you can Tell to Anyone 

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH WELCOMES YOU

Christ Episcopal Church, on the corner of Pierce and Clay, 

invites you to our welcoming, inclusive community. 

For more information call 921-6395 or visit our website:  www.seikokai.org.

The Reverend Penelope Duckworth, Vicar

Alta Plaza & Beyond

■
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A Skirt With a Past — and a Future
What was once Ednah’s became Louise’s, then mine, and now Melissa’s

RESALE SHOPS

B B K R

W
  the dry 
cleaning recently, I ran into an 
old friend: a brightly colored 

skirt, freshly cleaned and snaking down 
the automated trolley at Perfect Cleaners 
on Fillmore. Th e unusual combination of 
colors, the nubby silk fabric, the jaunty 
scalloped waistband all were unmistakable. 
It had been my skirt before I donated it 
to the Victorian House Th rift Shop a few  
months earlier.

I had gotten the skirt years before from 
a friend, Louise Baldridge, who was in her 
late 80s when we met, but still spry and 
spirited and quick with a story — many 
of which involved one of her three former 
husbands. “I always loved the rascals,” she 
said.

Louise was also a social hub, frequently 
throwing dinners for motley combinations 
of friends. In her later years, when 
shopping and chopping became too much, 
Louise would call to announce, “I’m 
having a dinner party for six this Friday 
— and it’s at your house. Don’t worry. I’ll 
bring a lemon meringue pie for dessert.”

 Louise loved to spend afternoons 
picking her way through the Fillmore 
resale shops. Th e Victorian House was one 
of her favorites. She had an uncanny talent 
for walking directly to the best fi nd in the 
place, then cajoling a reduced price.

And she loved to dress up. Until the 
fi nal months of her life, which ended 
when she was 92, Louise primped and 
dressed every day with the classic care: 
manicured coif and nails, stockings and 
matching bag and shoes. She didn’t own a 
pair of pants. “Ladies don’t wear trousers,” 
she said.

Simplicity was the start

I
  to tales of her skirt-
chasing husbands, some of Louise’s 
other stories involved antics with her 

dear friend Ednah Root, an artist and 
heiress to the Simplicity Pattern fortune, 
who endowed the American Art Study 
Center at the de Young Museum. 

“Ednah was a warm person — very 
lively and generous,” recalls Ann 
Karlstrom, director of publications and 
graphic design at the de Young. “She was a 

huge dog lover and had two or three. She 
even allowed them to hop up on the table 
and eat the hors d’oeuvres. And when she 
died in 1987, she paid for a caretaker to 
attend to them until they died, too.”

Karlstrom also remembers Root’s 
bearing and panache. “She was not tall, 
but she stood right up as if she were. She 

was blond until the very end. And she 
had a tinge of an accent of some type that 
made her seem somehow aristocratic,” 
says Karlstrom. “Most of all, she liked to 
dress in a fl amboyant way, with an air of 
eccentricity.”

Lee Miller, who was associate curator of 
American decorative arts, to which Root 

made a bequest, also recalls her style.
“Ednah was a very pretty woman  

—  and she had the most gorgeous blue 
eyes you ever saw,” says Miller. “She was 
an attractive dresser, always incredibly well 
groomed.”

By bent or by birthright, Root amassed 
a huge wardrobe. At her death, she willed 
much of it to Louise, who went down to 
Ednah’s house in Palm Springs to retrieve 
it — although the furs had mysteriously 
gone missing. But Louise did bring back 
many items, including that full-length 
skirt made of raw silk in vibrant shades of 
pink and green.

‘Someone should wear this’

I 
 , too. So when Louise 
started slowing in her fi nal years, 
she began to gift me with items of 

clothing — including many of the pieces 
she had inherited from Ednah Root. 

“Someone should be wearing this now,” 
she said one day, handing me the skirt. 
Louise recalled that Ednah bought the 
fabric on one of her many buying trips to 
China, then had the skirt designed and 
sewn in San Francisco.

In addition to possessing the Simplicity 
fortune, Ednah was said to be endowed 
in still other ways I am not. Her friends 
described her as “pigeon-breasted” and 
curvaceous. I swam in the skirt.

I took it to be altered by a family 
friend, a protege of designer James 
Galanos who had created fashions for the 
likes of Princess Grace and Joan Crawford 
decades ago, prompting him to change his 
name from Henry to Henri. Henri turned 
93 this year and lived in Milwaukee, 
where he became the toast of a senior 
complex of mostly female residents. He 
sewed beautifully until the day he died in 
August. “I have to sew. I can’t just sit here,” 
he said only weeks before his death. “And 
I have tons of alteration work to do. Th e 
ladies here all complain they’re getting 
shorter.”

Henri shortened and narrowed the 
skirt that had come from Ednah to Louise 
to me, and he added his own distinctive 
twist: a fi tted waistband with a scalloped 
top and fabric-covered button closing. 

I wore it several years ago to a dinner 

“I fell in love with that skirt the minute I saw it,” 
says Melissa Barber, its newest owner. “It cost $50

— kind of pricey for a thrift shop fi nd.”

TO PAGE 10 4

VIA VENETOVIA VENETO
since 1990

A genuine piece of Italy A genuine piece of Italy 

inin the heart of Pacifi c Heights!the heart of Pacifi c Heights!

Fresh Seafood • Veal & Chicken

Fresh Pasta • Home-made Desserts

Daily Specials

LUNCHLUNCH
Mon-Fri: 11:30 - 2:30 • Sat: Noon - 3pm

DINNERDINNER
Sun-Thurs: 5 - 10pm • Fri-Sat: 5 - 11pm

2444 2444 FILLMORE/CLAYFILLMORE/CLAY •  • 346-9211346-9211
2500 WASHINGTON STREET at FILLMORE

415.359.0075  •  www.chouquets.com

Lunch daily: 11:30 - 3
Dinner nightly:  5:30 - 10
Weekend brunch:  10 - 3

NEW WINE LIST

Now serving lunch and

dinner every day
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Skirt With
a Past Finds
Its Future

Louise hosted  — this one not at our 
house but at the Ritz — and she fi shed 
into her alligator purse and retrieved a 
picture of Ednah Root. “Ednah would be 
happy to see you wearing that skirt,” she 
said, kissing the little gold frame that held 
the picture and putting it on the table so 
Ednah could be with us as we ate.

After Louise died, there were far 
fewer fancy feasts to attend, so I decided 
I should pass along the skirt to someone 
who would honor it with the wearings 
it deserved. I donated it last year to the 
Victorian House on Fillmore Street. It 
was the kind of fi nd Louise would have 
loved.

Now, another good home

M
 B, a neighborhood 
resident and an afi cionado of 
vintage clothing, spied the 

skirt while on one of her forages through 
Fillmore’s resale shops.  

“All of my special pieces are vintage,” 
Barber says. “I love the idea of clothing 
that has a history, that is truly recycled 
— and I hate seeing 10 of the same 
thing hanging on a rack in the store, all 
overpriced. Vintage is special.”

“I fell in love with that skirt the minute 

I saw it. It is so unique. Th e fabric is 
beautiful and I was taken with the scallops 
on the waistband,” Barber said recently. “It 
cost $50 — kind of pricey for a thrift shop 
fi nd. But you know what? It was worth it.”

She fi rst wore it to a dinner party in 
Tiburon, with a simple tucked white 
blouse and metallic fl ats. 

“It was a beautiful dinner — many 
courses — and by the end of the night the 
waistband was so tight it was killing me,” 
recalls Barber, who is tall and thin.

“I’m a comfort person — well, fashion 

fi rst, but comfort, too,” she says. “I took 
the skirt to Perfect Cleaners and said to 
Wai Chan, the proprietor, ‘You have to 
save this skirt. No matter what.’ “ 

Chan did some skillful maneuvering, 
shortening the skirt and using fabric 
trimmed from the hem to fashion a 
placket to ease the waist a bit. 

“I’m going to wear this skirt for a long 
time,” says Barber. “But when I do give it 
up, I’ll make sure it goes to another good 
home — and that the new owner knows 
its history.”

4 FROM PAGE 9

A fashionable Ednah Root was embraced by art critic Alfred Frankenstein at the 
de Young Museum in 1976. One of her silk skirts is still being embraced by others.

BODY & SOUL

Get Fit?
Where Do
I Begin?
Six tips from a local pro

N
 personal trainer 
David McGuire says he hears 
one desperate lament from new 

clients more often than any other: “I’m so 
out of shape, I don’t know where to begin.”

McGuire — a certifi ed personal trainer 
at Pacifi c Heights Health Club who 
also leads outdoor fi tness classes (www.
dmcguirefi tness.com) — off ers six simple 
tips for getting off  the couch and onto a 
healthy fi tness regime.

TIP 1: Start gradually.
Build slowly and reward yourself often 

with healthy choices such as a great piece 
of fi sh or steak from Mollie Stone’s. Or 
consider getting a massage from one of 
the local practitioners. 

Our bodies and minds are systems of 
equilibrium. Th at is where they function 
best. Changes in behavior — such as 
starting an exercise program — must be 
gradual to stick and become a regular 
habit. Th at goes for changes such as eating 
healthier, being more active, or even just 
trying to think more positively about 
yourself and your body.

TIP 2: Love your body. 
Seriously. Walk down Fillmore Street 

carrying yourself as tall as possible, with 
your shoulders back, stomach in, head held 
high. Th e way you think about yourself is 
important when it comes to exercising and 
living a healthier lifestyle.

Your inner dialogue with yourself about 
your body image makes an enormous 
impact on your drive and ability to 
become and remain active. You really do 
have to visualize yourself as a healthy and 
strong person, regardless of a few soft 
spots or a jelly roll or two. You have an 
amazing body that can move in millions 
of amazing ways. 

I encourage clients to look beyond their 
own physical imperfections and instead 
concentrate on the less tangible benefi ts 

of regular exercise: the ability to handle 
stress better, limit mood swings and sleep 
better. Your entire system functions more 
effi  ciently if you exercise. 

TIP 3: Be selfi sh. 
Schedule time with yourself — time 

just for you and your body. And make 
it non-negotiable. Plan it into your 
overscheduled day and look forward to 
getting your body moving. 

It’s common to put exercise at the 
bottom of the list and never get to it. Th en 
at the end of the day we beat ourselves up 
because, once again, we haven’t worked 
out. Bad move. Keeping a positive attitude 
and committing to a consistent program 
are the keys to building exercise into your 
life.

TIP 4: Let go of the past. 
A client of mine has a wonderful 

saying: “Five minutes to get over it.”
Skipped a workout? Ate or drank too 

much of the wrong things? Didn’t work 
out at the intensity you had planned? Big 
deal. You’re human. Get over it and don’t 
carry it around with you for more than fi ve 
minutes. 

Obsessing about what happened 
yesterday will only give the behavior 
you regret a longer life and prevent you 
from achieving a positive and aggressive 
workout today. Look at what threw you 
off  track, learn from it — and approach 
today with a fresh start. 

TIP 5: Do what you enjoy. 
Find an activity that interests and 

excites you — climbing the stairs at Alta 
Plaza Park, power walking up Fillmore 
from Union Street, taking a yoga class at 
one of the neighborhood studios or health 
clubs. We all know exercise is hard work, 
but there should be a part of you that 
looks forward to it.

Need more suggestions? Hire a 
personal trainer. He or she can show you 
that the list of possibilities is endless. 

TIP 6: Be proud of yourself. 
Don’t underestimate this point. 

It’s important to look at your physical 
accomplishments and use them as a way 
to enhance and build a positive attitude 
and self-image. Th is is the cement that 
will keep you on the exercise path. 

Realize how amazing you are and hold 
that thought tightly in your mind each 
time you start exercising and feeling your 
heart rate climb.

Fitness trainer David McGuire demonstrates the proper form for abwork in the sand.

Goodwill’s Move 
Celebrated Oct. 6

G
 will throw a grand 
opening bash at its new store at 
Fillmore and Post — diagonally 

across the street from its old locale — on  
Saturday, October 6.

Th e opening celebration will include 
hourly raffl  es of gift certifi cates and movie 
tickets to the neighboring Sundance Ka-
buki Th eater.

In addition to shelves and racks stocked 
with new donations of clothing, house-
wares and small appliances, store man-
ager Lonnie Tuck says there will also be 
new clothing purchased as overstock from 
Macy’s and other department stores.

Th e new store is only 71 square feet 
larger, but the shopping fl oor is consider-
ably bigger in the new space, Tuck says. 

A pilot program at the Fillmore store 
will help fi ve trainees gain work experience 
in retail sales to prepare them to work in 
other stores. Working alongside the store’s 
nine staff  members, the trainees will learn 
about handling inventory, working cash 
registers and counters, customer service 
and shipping.

Rachel Grossman, chief of organiza-
tional advancement, said Goodwill gets 
23 million pounds of donations each year 
in San Francisco, San Mateo and Marin 
counties and prevents 75 percent of it from 
going into landfi ll. Clothing too worn to be 
off ered for sale, for example, is baled and 
sold for rags.

To make it easier for people to make 
donations at the new store, there will be 
a person specifi cally assigned to help do-
nors at a door on the Post Street side of 
the building.
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Can a massage change your life?

Beyond Medicine.

Like massage at a spa, ours are calming,
and relaxing. Unlike massage at a spa,
ours are tailored exclusively for you.

At CPMC’s Health & Healing Center in 
Pacific Heights, your mass, age begins 
with an in-depth holistic evaluation.
Working with you to relieve stress is just 
the beginning.

We believe a massage can change more
than the way you feel; it can change your 
life.

Call 415-600-HEAL (4325)
2300 California Street, San Francisco
(entrance on Webster)
myhealthandhealing.org

This ad was made possible through philanthropic 
funds from California Pacific Medical Center 

Michael W. Perry
& Company

Fine Custom Framing
Antique Prints & Maps

1837 Divisadero • 415-563-8853

‘the best fresh cannoli 
in captivity!’

346 4430   •  www.vivande.com 

lunch  11.30-5
dinner  5-10

wine bar  5-10 

deli
catering
2125 fi llmore 

where desserts are made by hand

is recruiting for restaurant,
kitchen and retail positions. 

We welcome neighborhood 
people. 

Call Lisa Middione or apply 
in person.
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NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft Date Asking $              Sale $

49 Moulton St 3 3.5  1  06-Sep 1,615,000   1,615,000
120 Cherry St 3 3  2 2975 14-Aug 3,200,000   3,700,000
2224 Clay St 5 2.5  2 3500 05-Sep 3,275,000  Not Disclosed
3456 Jackson St 4 6.5  2 4267 07-Sep 5,500,000   5,500,000
2324 Pacifi c Ave 6 6.5  2 11300 03-Aug 7,950,000  Not Disclosed

Condo / Coop / TIC / Lofts

2701 Van Ness Ave  1   528 31-Aug  435,000     437,000 
48 Terra Vista Ave #A 1 1  1  07-Sep  529,000     529,000 
3720 Sacramento St #3 1 1  0  14-Sep  529,000     540,000 
2077 Jackson St #304 1 1  1 750 05-Sep  669,000     669,000 
1965 Clay St 1 1  1  30-Aug  850,000     825,000 
1896 Pacifi c Ave #102 1 1  1 1150 17-Aug  795,000     850,000 
2916 Fillmore St 2 1.5  1 1074 7-Sep  849,000     890,000 
1701 Jackson St #203 2 2  1 1225 23-Aug  980,000     980,000 
3479 Sacramento St 2 1.25 1 1345 17-Aug  1,075,000     1,035,000 
2932 Baker St 2 2  1 1484 07-Sep  1,249,000     1,261,000 
3555 Jackson St #4 3 2  1 1540 14-Aug  1,395,000     1,330,000 
2200 Pacifi c Ave #1C 2 2  1  07-Sep  1,495,000     1,495,000 
1963 Clay St 3 3  1  30-Aug  1,599,000     1,555,000 
2745 Laguna St  3 1  2 1719 10-Aug  1,595,000     1,595,000
3042 Jackson St #4 2 2  1 2150 05-Sep  1,595,000   Not Disclosed 
2249 Washington St 2 2  2  31-Aug  1,525,000     1,610,000 
2425 Divisadero St 4 3  1 2200 05-Sep  2,050,000     2,107,000 

The $65 million fi xer-upper

Despite talk of a mortgage crisis and 
a downturn in real estate elsewhere, 
it’s a bullish market for expensive 
homes in Pacifi c Heights, the 
Chronicle reports. 

A front-page story on September 
24 focused on the unfi nished home 
clad in French limestone at 2845 
Broadway (left) that’s on the market 
for a record price — $65 million 
— plus the $10 million or so it would 
take to complete it.

“In this gilded corner of San 
Francisco,” the article noted, “a 

rarefi ed part of the real estate market remains unruffl ed.” It reported that 
25 homes priced at more than $3 million — where the luxury market starts 
— have already sold in Pacifi c Heights this year.

■ RENOVATING AN ATTIC  |  PART ONE

She Said More Closets;
Astonish Me! Said He

New project aims to transform a top fl oor

T
  behind renovating 
the attic space on the top fl oor of 
a neighborhood Victorian was one 

of those compromises couples sometimes 
make. 

She wanted a new look and more closet 
space. He wanted a striking design that 
opened onto a rooftop garden. But as with 
most compromises and all construction, it 
quickly became more complicated.

After years of talk, construction started 
in late August. Th e couple has off ered a 
look at the project as it unfolds.

■

Th e site is the top fl oor of an 1890 
Victorian located near St. Dominic’s 
Church. It has a grand main fl oor, a 
separate unit below and — for much 
of its life — an empty attic above.

A renovation a decade ago conceived 
by the previous owner had claimed the 
attic as living space. He’d eliminated most 
of the chimney stacks running through 
to the ceiling and opened up the space 
with skylights, thinking of making it one 
big master suite. What remained was one 
large extra-wide room, with a 15-foot 
ceiling at its peak sloping to two feet at 
the sides of the room. At about 2,000 
square feet, it had the potential to be 
stunning.

But time and money were tight when 
they moved in, so the couple focused on 
the main fl oor and fi nished off  the top 
fl oor as quickly and simply as possible. 
For the fi rst few years they lived there, 
the entire top fl oor stood empty — until 
they acquired a blood-red fainting couch. 
Gradually the fl oor was furnished, mostly 
with odd hand-me-downs and unusual 
fi nds from local yard sales. 

But they came to know and appreciate 
the space, which got generous light 

through its many skylights and stayed 
warm even during San Francisco’s coldest 
summer months. One corner, eventually 
home to a fading chair-and-a-half that 
was just right for two, became their 
favorite morning perch — a place to see 
and feel the sun rise, have coff ee and read 
the Times. 

Th e big open room, with its soaring 

space, quirky niches, warmth and good 
light, seemed like it could be something 
spectacular. But it stopped short of that.

Th ey had outfi tted a sultan-sized bath 
open to the rest of the fl oor, with no door 
dividing it or closing off  the toilet space. 
While that was not particularly vexing to 
the intimately familiar couple who lived 
there, it sometimes startled guests. One 

once gingerly inquired, “Uh, do you realize 
there’s no door on your bathroom?”

Th ey’d had the closet specialists out 
to install modular racks and shelves. But 
the female half of the couple increasingly 
voiced every woman’s lament: Th ere’s 
not enough closet space. Hers sloped 
downward into a corner, much like a 
teepee, leaving little usable space for 
hanging and shelving. Th e closet design 
people proved not worth their salt, 
having recommending shelves so high 
she couldn’t reach them and so deep that 
sweaters got lost in their recesses.

■ 

He was a design junkie, and he kept 
seeing the dramatic space the attic 
could become in the hands of a creative 
architect. Th e Victorian details on the 
main fl oor she loved so much left him 
itching for the clean straight lines — even 
if they were mostly triangular — that 
could be emphasized upstairs.

He’d shamelessly sought advice from 
some of the most respected architects 
in town. A top realtor paid a visit and 
advised against investing too much in a 
remodel, saying it just wasn’t necessary.

But their dreams lived on, and earlier 
this year they hired an architect to make 
them come true.

Plans have been drawn, permits 
obtained, old walls demolished. 
Construction has begun. Stay tuned to 
fi nd out if she gets the extra closet space 
she needs — and if he gets the striking 
design he wants.

This is the fi rst in a series of 
articles that will follow the 
renovation of a neighborhood 
Victorian attic into a master suite.

Call today for an in-home estimate.

(415) 738-9000

Discover, MasterCard and Visa accepted.

Tasteful. Elegant. Affordable.

Offering the Bay Area’s best prices for
window treatments.

Cellular Shades
Wood Blinds 
Plantation Shutters  
Solar Shades

77% Off MSRP
75% Off MSRP
40% Off MSRP
60% Off MSRP

Limited time only.

www.windowwearswest.com

• San Francisco’s premier green 
real estate company

• Incorporate environmental 
responsibility into all aspects
of the real estate process

• Stay ahead of the growing 
green market

AMY ROITHER
Your neighborhood Realtor 
and Certifi ed EcoBroker ® 

415.385.1677
amy@GreenKeyRealEstate.com
www.GreenKeyRealEstate.com

Great homes are still available. Come in today!
1294 Fillmore Street, San Francisco  •  Open Daily: 11-6

415-346-8880  •  FillmoreHeritage.com

THIS IS THE FILLMORE 
...IT’S HOME!

Experience the best of City living in the Fillmore historical jazz district. 
These spacious homes have nine ft. ceilings, stainless steel appliances, granite 
counter tops, oversized bay windows, indoor parking and more. Immediate 

occupancy available. 1-, 2- and 3-br homes from the $600’000s to $1.2 million.

*All loans are subject to credit and property approval. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Rate is as of 9/18/07 and is subject 
to change. On the 5/1 ARM, interest is 2% below the note rate for the 1st year, 1% below note rate the 2nd year, fixed for the 3rd-5th years and then adjusts 
every year thereafter. Example: on a $615,000 purchase price; loan amount $492,000; required down payment $61,500; 5/1 ARM 1st year rate at 4.5%, 2nd 
year at 5.5%, and 3rd-5th year at 6.5%, APR 6.613. The loan program assumes the purchaser will pay 1 point. The APR may increase after loan consummation. 
Other restrictions and limitations apply. Pricing and availability subject to change. San Francisco Redevelopment Agency’s Certificate of Preference holders 
receive priority for homes. Developed by Em Johnson Interest, Inc. Exclusively marketed by Pacific Marketing Associates and HSM.

Special

 4.5%
 

Interest Rate *

Future home of Yoshi’s Jazz Club 

Action Jackson.
It’s the smell of Tully’s coffee at the corner of 
Fillmore. The secret delights of that tucked-
away B&B around the block on Pacific. The 
jumble of kids near Lyon when University 
High lets out.

It’s Jackson Street, where the homes have a 
solid beauty, reflecting the upscale but friendly 
nature of their owners. It’s no wonder you’ll 
find the residences of more than a few foreign 
consulates in this neighborhood.

At Hill & Co., we’ve been helping people find 
the homes that help them realize their 
aspirations—in Pacific Heights, Presidio 

Heights, and in all of San Francisco—for nearly 
50 years. And we’ve helped them sell their 
homes too, when they’ve been ready to move 
on to new dreams. It’s a half-century of trust 
between our agents and clients that only the 
values of a family-owned business can 
inspire.

If you’d like more information about Jackson 
Street—from The Embarcadero to the 
Arguello Gate—or about Pacific Heights, 
Presidio Heights, or any other neighborhood 
in the City, give us a call at 415-921-6000. Or 
visit our website at www.hill-co.com. 

We’ll show you where the action is.

Lombard Street Office
1880 Lombard Street
San Francisco, CA 94123
T:  (415) 921-6000
F: (415) 931-0984

Union Street Office
2107 Union Street
San Francisco, CA 94123
T:  (415) 921-6000
F: (415) 931-9148

Noe Valley Office
3899 24th Street
San Francisco, CA 94114
T:  (415) 824-1100
F: (415) 321-4350

Property Management / Rental Office     T: (415) 292-1777     F: (415) 292-1775

www.hill-co.com

Parkview Terraces 
871 Turk Street• San Francisco• CA • 94102 

Wellness, we have you in mind…

OFFERING BBELOW MARKET UNITS  DEDICATED
TO WELL BE NG AND HEALTHY AGINGI
AT THE FOLLOWING INCOME & RENTAL LEVELS

AT LEAST ONE MEMBER OF HOUSEHOLD MUST BE 55 YEARS
YOUNG TO APPLY

   Number of People
  In Household  Maximum Incomes

1 person $30,300
2 persons $34,600
3 persons $38,950

   Studio $561.00     -  $725.00
   1 Bedroom  $598.00 -    $810.00

San Francisco Redevelopment Agency
Certificate Holders will be given preference

Application Deadline November 9, 2007
Lottery will be held November 16, 2007

For Applications and more information call:

415-354-0148
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Musicians, Artists Unite
to Benefi t Pets Unlimited

G
 Daugh-
erty, a resident 
of the neigh-

borhood and a frequent 
guest conductor with the 
San Francisco Sympho-
ny and other orchestras 
around the world, had a 
love in addition to mu-
sic: his golden retriever, 
Toby. 

Th eir bond grew even 
stronger as Daugherty 
nurtured Toby through 
a long illness. He found 
care for him at Pets 
Unlimited on Fillmore 
Street, where Toby was 
a frequent patient until 
death came last Th anks-
giving.

“I was moved and 
impressed by — and 
grateful to — the doc-
tors and staff  who so 
often went far beyond 
the call of duty in their 
commitment to Toby’s 
care and quality of life,” 
Daugherty says, “and to 
their commitment to 
the thousands of other 
animals they rescue and 
treat every year.”

Now Daugherty has 
come up with a tribute 
to Toby that will ben-
efi t Pets Unlimited. On 
Sunday afternoon, Oc-
tober 14, at the Herbst 
Th eater, he will be the 
maestro for Animals in the Arts, an art ex-
hibition, auction and concert that will cel-
ebrate Pets Unlimited’s 60th birthday.

It will be a star-studded aff air.
Daugherty and his friend the novelist 

Amy Tan — also a longtime client of Pets 
Unlimited — will headline a performance 
by the 20-member Barque Chamber Or-
chestra, assembled especially for this occa-
sion and consisting of musicians from the 
symphony, the opera orchestra and the bal-
let orchestra, among others.

Th e centerpiece of the concert will be 
Camille Saint-Saens’ joyful Carnival of the 
Animals, conducted by Daugherty and nar-
rated by Tan. Th e concert will also feature 
work by Mozart, Puccini and Rossini, in-
cluding Rossini’s Duetto buff o di due gatti, 
the “Cat Duet.” 

Daugherty and all of the performers 
and musicians participating in the concert 
are donating their time and talent to raise 
funds for Pets Unlimited.

Th e event will also include the visual 
arts. Before the performance and at inter-
mission, a dozen artists and photographers 
will exhibit their work, with a portion of 
the proceeds going to Pets Unlimited.

Pets Unlimited was founded in the 
neighborhood in 1947 by a group of citi-
zens concerned about the welfare of stray 
animals in San Francisco. Over the years 
the scope of its programs and services has 
grown, and it is now a 24-hour emergency 
facility. Since its beginnings 60 years ago, 
Pets Unlimited has been instrumental in 
saving the lives of more than 250,000 ani-
mals.

M
 at St. Dominic’s 
Church are busy preparing this 
month for the world premiere of 

a new composition of the Requiem Mass, 
which they will present on Friday, Novem-
ber 2, at 7:30 p.m.

Simon Berry, the director of music and 
liturgy at St. Dominic’s who commissioned 
the new score, will conduct the church 
choir of 30 members, along with 20 mem-
bers of San Francisco Choral Artists and a 
30-piece orchestra.

“St. Dominic’s has the responsibility for 
commissioning new works of sacred art, 
which will be held in trust for the current 
and future generations,” Berry says.

“Th e work was commissioned as I was 
casting around for a plan for our annual 
Requiem Mass back in 2004,” Berry says. “I 
realized that Catholic churches in the Bay 
Area were not commissioning new music.”

Berry notes that many great works of 
liturgical music “were possible only because 
of the foresight of clergy and musicians. In 
the 21st century, we should continue this 
lead and provide something for the fu-
ture.”

“Not all commissioned works become 
well known,” he acknowledges. “Some even 
are not easy to perform a second time.” But 
he’s confi dent the new composition will 
endure. “It is set to become a well-known 
part of the choral repertoire,” he says.

Berry commissioned the work from the 
noted New York composer William Haw-
ley.

“I chose William Hawley after studying 
the work of many contemporary American 
composers,” Berry says. “His style has de-
veloped into a new sound that is rewarding 

to perform and hear. It supports the words 
and has a strong, almost muscular sound at 
times.”

Th e musicians will record a CD that will 
be available alongside two other CDs the 
choir has already recorded. Clips of the ear-
lier recordings can be heard on the church’s 
website at www.stdominics.org.

Th e concert will be preceded by an open 
workshop for choral singers on the new 
music, which will be held on Saturday, Oc-
tober 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. An 
entry fee of $20 will provide a copy of the 
score for all participants.

Admission to the performance on 
November 2 is free.

Th e concert is part of the Arts at St. 
Dominic’s series, founded in 1994. Th e 
series opens the doors of the Gothic edi-
fi ce, with its fl ying buttresses and soaring 
stained glass windows, to the general pub-
lic for performances and other events.

Berry says St. Dominic’s has “exception-
al acoustics” and calls it “a treasure of Bay 
Area performance venues.”
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An expanded choir and orchestra at St. Dominic’s Church will present a new interpreta-
tion of the Requiem Mass on November 2. Below, music director Simon Berry instructs.

St. Dominic’s Plans Premiere
New score of the Requiem Mass commissioned

“Animals and the Arts” on Sunday afternoon, October 
14, is a benefi t for Pets Unlimited and a tribute to 
conductor George Daugherty’s dog, Toby, who died 
last Thanksgiving. The “poster dog” for the celebration 
is Willy, above, Daugherty’s one-year-old pup.

An art exhibition and sale will begin at 1 p.m. in the 
Green Room at the Herbst Theater. Admission is free.

A concert featuring the Barque Chamber Orchestra, 
conducted by Daugherty and narrated by novelist Amy 
Tan, begins at 3 p.m. in Herbst Theater. Tickets range 
from $50 to $500 and are available at City Box Offi ce. 
More information is available from Pets Unlimited at 
563-6700 or www.petsunlimited.org.
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Looking for Unsung Heroes
Know someone in the African American community who unselfishly gives 

of his or her time and energy to improve the lives of others? 
Nominate a deserving teen or adult for one 

of the San Francisco Public Library’s Unsung Hero Awards.

Winners will be honored at a ceremony held 
at 1 p.m. on Nov. 18 in the Koret Auditorium at the Main Library.

Pick up a nomination form at the Main or any branch library, 
or go to www.sfpl.org to submit online. Deadline is Oct. 26.

For more information, please call Linda Brooks-Burton at (415) 355-2851.

Instant book club. Just add friends.

Fall 2007 · www.sfpl.org

Book discussions · Author events

High school visits · Book Group Therapy

Genealogy workshops 

Movie series · Lunchtime readings

Deposit 
$1,000 - $50,000

NEW
GREAT RATE

5.55%
APY*

3 SF locations to serve you:
770 Golden Gate Avenue (at Gough Street)

2645 Ocean Avenue (at 19th Avenue)

4375 Geary Boulevard (at 8th Avenue)

*APY (Annual Percentage Yield) fixed for stated terms of 8 months. APY offered on 8-Month Certificate opened from 10/01/07 to 10/31/07. Not valid for IRA certificates, 
other restrictions apply. Early withdrawal penalty applies. If the APY on our 6-Month Certificate for the same balance as your certificate increases above 5.55%, you can request 
to bump up to the APY offered on our 6-Month Certificate for the remainder of the 8-month term. APYs for 6-Month Certificates can be monitored at www.SanFranciscoFCU.
com or by calling or visiting any branch. Member must request rate change (bump-up) by calling or visiting any branch. One certificate per member under this special offer. Must 
join San Francisco Federal Credit Union to be eligible for this offer. Individuals who live, work, worship, or go to school in San Francisco, or immediate relatives of current San 
Francisco FCU members may join. A $5 membership fee and $5 deposit into a Regular Share Savings Account required for membership. 

8-Month Certificate
With One-Time Bump-Up Option

Open Your 
Certificate 

Today!

We are open to the entire San Francisco Community!
Offer Ends October 31, 2007

www.SanFranciscoFCU.com • (415)775-5377, option 4 

The Victorian House 
Thrift Shop raises much-
needed funds to benefi t 
California Pacifi c Medical 
Center’s programs.

We are especially in need 
of donations of quality 
merchandise, including 
furniture, jewelry and 
household items.

Free pickup service is 
available for furniture and 
other large-sized dona-
tions. Curbside service is 
also offered for drop-off 
at our Fillmore Street 
location. Please contact 
us at to arrange for these 
services.

2033 Fillmore Street   •   567-3149

BENEFITING THE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

OF CALIFORNIA PACIFIC MEDICAL CENTER

No more searching for change!
Pre-paid parking meter debit cards and Muni fast passes now available

1563 POLK • 673-8900
Open Seven Days a Week

Grand Central Market
2435 California Street

(415) 567-4902

Tower Market
635 Portola Drive

(415) 6641600

Your Local Grocer for Fresh Meat, Seafood, Poultry, Produce, Deli & Catering.



Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, but approachable, 

fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore 

is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.     — Gourmet magazine

www.FillmoreStreetSF.com

ART & ANTIQUES
Fillmore Estates
2450 Fillmore   567-1447
Kuraya Japanese Antiques
2425 California   885-3313
Mureta’s Antiques
2418 Fillmore   922-5652
Narumi Japanese Antiques
1902 Fillmore   346-8629
Thomas Reynolds Gallery
2291 Pine   441-4093
Walter Adams Gallery
2019B Fillmore   922-6811
Winterbranch Gallery
2119 Fillmore   673-2119

CLOTHING
Betsey Johnson
2121 Fillmore   776-0669
Blu
2259 Fillmore   776-0643
Cielo
2225 Fillmore   776-0641
Crosswalk Shoes
2122 Fillmore   921-0292
De Novo
2413 California   563-5937
Eileen Fisher
2216 Fillmore 346-2133
Elizabeth Charles
2056 Fillmore 440-2100
Erica Tanov
2408 Fillmore   674-1228
Flicka
1932 Fillmore   292-2315
Gimme Shoes
2358 Fillmore   441-3040
Heidi Says
2426 Fillmore   749-0655
Heidi Says Shoes
2105 Fillmore   409-6850
Her
2053 Fillmore   923-9628
Jigsaw
2121 Fillmore 931-5520
Limu
2237 Fillmore   567-9500
Marc by Marc Jacobs
2142 Fillmore 447-8940
Margaret O’Leary
2400 Fillmore   771-9982
Metro 200
2116 Fillmore   776-5652
Mio
2035 Fillmore   931-5620
My Boudoir 
2029 Fillmore   346-1502
Mrs. Dewson’s Hats
2052 Fillmore   346-1600
Muse Ten
1820 Fillmore   922-6873
Nomadic Outfitters
2426 California   345-8338
Paolo Shoes
2000 Fillmore   885-5701
Romi Boutique
2512 Sacramento   922-7664
sunhee moon
1833 Fillmore   928-1800
Toujours
2484 Sacramento   346-3988
Yountville
2416 Fillmore   922-5050

RESALE
Crossroads Trading Co.
1901 Fillmore   775-8885
Goodwill Industries
1700 Fillmore   441-2159
Next-To-New Shop
2226 Fillmore   567-1627
Repeat Performance
2436 Fillmore   563-3123
Seconds to Go
2252 Fillmore   563-7806
Victorian House
2033 Fillmore   567-3478

SERVICES
Artists Inn
2231 Pine Street   346-1919
Bank of  America
2310 Fillmore   650-615-4700
Copy.net
2404 California   567-5888
Invision Optometry
1907 Fillmore   563-9003
Jet Mail
2130 Fillmore   922-9402
Music Lovers Audio
2285 Bush   345-8111
R. Carrie Insurance
2140 Sutter   567-7660
S.F. Boot & Shoe Repair
2448 Fillmore   567-6176
Skyline Cellular
1920 Post   751-8282
UPS Store
2443 Fillmore   922-6245
Walgreens
1899 Fillmore   771-1568
Wells Fargo
2100 Fillmore  396-4453

GIFTS & FLOWERS
Blooming Floral Design
2182 Sutter   749-1533
Cottage Industry
2328 Fillmore   885-0326
Fillmore Florist
1880 Fillmore   929-5200
In Water
2132 Fillmore   359-1232
Nest
2300 Fillmore   292-6199
Papyrus
2109 Fillmore   474-1171
Paper Source
1925 Fillmore   409-7710

HOME & GARDEN
Design Within Reach
1913 Fillmore   567-1236
Duxiana
1803 Fillmore   673-7134
Jonathan Adler
2133 Fillmore   563-9500
New Asian Style
1906 Fillmore   346-3378
Shabby Chic
2185 Fillmore   771-3881
Simon Pearce
2223 Fillmore   409-3700
Studio D
2184 Sutter   346-9694
Timeless Treasures
2176 Sutter   775-8366
Zinc Details
1905 Fillmore   776-2100

JEWELRY
Aumakua
2238 Fillmore   673-4200
Eric Trabert Goldsmith
2420 Fillmore   567-8887
Gallery of Jewels
2115 Fillmore   771-5099
Linco & Co.
1908 Fillmore   931-8228

NEWS & BOOKS
Browser Books
2195 Fillmore   567-8027
Juicy News
2453 Fillmore   441-3051
Marcus Books
1712 Fillmore   346-4222

PETS
Aqua Forest Aquarium
1718 Fillmore   929-8883
Barry for Pets
1840 Fillmore   346-8899
George
2411 California   441-0564
Pets Unlimited
2343 Fillmore   563-6700


