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Polo’s
Promises

Ralph Lauren’s vows
to become involved in the

neighborhood go unfulfi lled

Jazz giants in the 

jazz district

April is jazz appreciation month, and 
there’s something special to appreciate 

this month at the Fillmore Heritage 
Center. “Jazz Giants: the Photography 
of Herman Leonard” is a collection of 

some of the fi nest jazz photographs ever 
taken by one of America’s greatest living 

photographers. The exhibition includes 
photographs of Duke Ellington (above) 

and Ella Fitzgerald (right, with Ellington 
and Benny Goodman looking on). 

It opens April 5 at 1320 Fillmore. 

© HERMAN LEONARD PHOTOGRAPHY LLC

By Barbara Kate Repa

A lmost exactly two years ago, when Polo 
Ralph Lauren became the fi rst business 
to encounter San Francisco’s new ordi-

nance limiting chain stores in the neighborhood, 
the company’s leaders promised that their Fill-
more store, if approved, would become engaged in 
the neighborhood and support local causes.

Th ey even put it in writing.
“We feel the proposed shop, which will carry 

both men’s and women’s fashion, will be a per-
fect fi t with this neighborhood,” wrote Wayne T. 
Meichner, president of Polo Ralph Lauren retail 
stores. “Our team has compiled a list of actions 
to demonstrate to you how we can best use our 
skills and resources to partner with the local com-
munity.”

Among them:
■ “We will seek to adopt a local high school” 

by spring 2009 to teach students about careers in 
fashion and retail.

■ “Ralph Lauren commits to hosting a mini-
mum of two annual in-shop events to raise funds 
for reputable and nonprofi t organizations.”

■ “Ralph Lauren would like to contribute to 
the cohesive feeling on Fillmore Street through 
increased communication. To do this, we propose 
using a local community board, which can be used 
by retailers and residents alike.”

■ “Up to three times per calendar year . . . 
Ralph Lauren is willing to make visible within its 
shop reminders for events that are sponsored by 
the Fillmore Merchants Association.”

■ “To continue our commitment to diversity in 
our team members, we would be willing to consid-
er working with a nonprofi t or government-sup-
ported employment agency in an eff ort to identify 
potential employees to work at our shop.”

Two years later, it appears these promises have 
not been fulfi lled.

Paul Wermer, a director of the Pacifi c Heights 
Residents Association, led the group’s opposition 
to the store before his group was persuaded — in 
large part by Meichner’s letter — to withdraw its 
objections. Wermer says the one civic-minded act 
he’s aware of since the store opened was a fund-
raiser for some of the area’s private schools.

TO PAGE 9 
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to the editors:
Th ank you for your coverage of Bumzy’s 

Chocolate Chip Cookies in your February 
issue. Feature stories such as this are 
invaluable for small businesses, which have 
limited resources to inform the community 
about their products and services.

I am writing because as the newspaper 
has been circulating, it has been brought 
to my attention by community members 
that the headline, “A Chocolate Chip Off  
the Old Block,” is being viewed as racially 
insensitive. African Americans are varying 
shades of skin tone, and language that refers 
to this conjures up thoughts of colorism 
when brought out in this manner.

I know that this was not your intent. 
Community members did not ask me to 
raise this concern with you. I off ered to 
bring this issue to your attention because 
my experience has been that members of 

the media wish to know the perception of 
readers of color. For almost six years before 
joining Urban Solutions’ staff , I worked 
with a national journalism organization 
that examined such issues as an 
alliance member of Unity Journalists of 
Color.

If it is at all possible to change the 
headline on the electronic version, we 
would appreciate it. Otherwise, we hope 
you would consider this for your future 
coverage of Bumzy’s and other businesses 
in the Jazz Preservation District.

Th e New Fillmore is such an important 
resource for the neighborhood. We 
appreciate your coverage of the businesses 
that receive little attention from mainstream 
media. 

Janice Lee
Development and Communications Director

Urban Solutions

Colorism and Chocolate Chip Cookies

LOCALS

A fter more than two decades of 
off ering up good cheer and wry 
observations while ringing up 

groceries and restocking the shelves, Allen 
Brandstein has retired from Mollie Stone’s. 
His last day was March 31.

Stoking his decision to leave were two 
life passages: a bout with colon cancer last 
year and his fi rst Social Security check, 
which he received a few weeks ago after 
turning 62.

“Th ose things give you an immediate 
dose of perspective that life is fi nite,” he 
says.

Brandstein’s retirement comes only a 
few months after James Moore left the 
store’s express line. Both had become like 
members of the family to many in the 
neighborhood.

Contemplating his impending retire-
ment, Brandstein penned a few well-con-
sidered lines: “It has been my privilege to 
be a part of the fabric of this neighborhood 
for over 21 years. As I enter this new chap-
ter in my life, I take with me good friend-
ships and many wonderful memories.”

It’s classic understatement from a 
friendly neighbor who has been a constant 
presence for so long.

He started at the store in 1988 working 
on the night crew — a world little known 
to most shoppers when trucks line up in 
the parking lot and staff ers help unload the 
goods and stock the store. 

Less than a year later he was transferred 
to the day shift. “Th ey thought that would 
be a better fi t for me,” he says.

Th e fi rst stop in Brandstein’s retirement 
will be Panama, where he intends to take a 
true vacation for most of a month, staying 
at three diff erent eco-lodges.

“I’ve decided the perspective on the 
next moves in my life will be better from 
the white sandy beaches than from my 
own living room couch,” he says. “I’m also 
taking some time to concentrate on some-
thing that’s become increasingly important 
to me: cultivating my friendships.”

Still, Brandstein says he will miss Mol-
lie Stone’s. 

“What I’ll miss is the give and take of 
working in a busy upscale neighborhood 
place,” he says. “And this job has been a big 
part of my life. I’ve had Th anksgiving din-
ners and Passover seders with customers 
who’ve become friends. I’ve even gotten a 
couple of dates out of it.”

And he’s beloved by many of his co-
workers, including manager David Par-
risher — although the two got off  to an 
uncertain start when Parrisher was hired 

14 years ago to manage what was then the 
Grand Central Market.

“One of the fi rst things Allen said to me 
was, ‘You will never make it here,’ ” Parrish-
er recalls. “I smiled and said, ‘You should 
go ahead and quit now because you’ll never 
make it under my iron fi sted management 
style.’ We stared at each other for a few 
moments — and then burst into laughter. 
And we quickly became good friends.”

While Brandstein leaves his post with-
out regrets, he’s somewhat hesitant about 
leaving a place with so many memories. 

“Six months down the line, if they call 
me and say, ‘Could you come in for a cou-
ple days a week?’ Well, that would be hard 
to resist,” he said the week before his retire-
ment.

It turns out that might happen. 
“I love the guy. He’s like a brother to 

me,” Parrisher says. “I won’t let him com-
pletely retire. I’m retaining him as a part-
time retired employee who can fi ll in for 
us on occasion. Th at way, we can still enjoy 
Allen’s big smile and quick wit for years to 
come.”

He’s Checking Out of the Checkout Line
Allen Brandstein is retiring after two decades of serving up wry wisdom with a smile

“I’ve had Th anksgiving dinners and 
Passover seders with customers who’ve become friends. 

I’ve even gotten a couple of dates out of it.”

PHOTOGRAPH BY KATHI O’LEARY

The Presidio Branch Library — a novel’s inspiration — is now being renovated.

Unpublished Books Find a Library

The Presidio Branch Library on Sac-
ramento Street, now undergoing 
renovation, became legendary in 

literary circles after author Richard Brauti-
gan used it as the setting for his imaginary 
library of unpublished manuscripts in the 
novel, Th e Abortion [“Library of Unpub-
lished Manuscripts,” February 2009]. 

In Brautigan’s novel, published in 1970, 
the library was always open for authors 
to personally deposit their manuscripts. 
Th rough the years, quite a few writers took 
the story literally and submitted manu-
scripts or asked if the library really existed.

Th e Presidio library maintained a small 
display about Brautigan’s novel, but never 
actually accepted manuscripts. But in 1990 
one of the author’s fans opened the Brauti-

gan Library in Burlington, Vermont, and 
accepted several hundred manuscripts. Th at 
arrangement ended in 2005 when negotia-
tions were announced to bring the manu-
scripts to the Presidio Branch Library. But 
it never happened.

Now the manuscripts have found a new 
home. Th e Brautigan Library will become a 
permanent collection in the Clark County 
Historical Museum in Vancouver, Wash-
ington. Brautigan was a Washington native. 
More information about the Brautigan Li-
brary is available at www.brautigan.net.

Local afi cionados, including library vol-
unteer Marcia Popper, continue to push for 
an expanded display about the Brautigan 
connection when the renovated Presidio 
Branch Library reopens in late 2011.

B L O O M I N G
FLORAL DESIGN

Everyone Wants 
a Big Check at 

Tax Time
Get Every Dollar You DeserveSM

At Jackson Hewitt® we’ll ask you all the right 
questions so you’ll get every deduction and 

credit you deserve. And, that could mean 
more money in your pocket.

The faster you come in, the faster 
you could get your check. 

What you’ll do with it 
is up to you.

SAVE $75
on Tax Preparation 

Offer valid on tax preparation fees only. Does not apply to fi nancial products, online tax 
preparation product or other services. Present coupon at time of tax preparation. 

Valid at participating locations only and may not be combined with any other offer. 
Most offi ces are independently owned and operated. 

EXPIRES: 12/31/2010    COUPON CODE: TQMK7

345 Third Street, San Francisco, CA 94107
415-978-3000  

1475 Polk Street #12, San Francisco, CA 94109
415-359-0322

1434 Divisadero, San Francisco, CA 94115
415-202-8555

1739 O’Farrell at the Fillmore Ctr.
San Francisco, CA 94115

415-749-3000

■ STREET TALK

$10 million upgrade

for Lafayette Park

The Friends of Lafayette Park have 
friends in high places — and a 
$10 million kitty to renovate the 
park, thanks to a cut of park bonds 
approved by the voters in 2008. 
Now they just need to fi gure out 
how to spend it. On April 22, the 
fi rst of several public outreach 
meetings will be held to discuss 
the renovation. The meeting will be 
held at Stuart Hall High School, at 
1715 Octavia Street, at 7 p.m.

A NEW BOCONCEPT: Fillmore is 
getting a new furniture store in 
the space formerly occupied by 
the Aveda salon at 1928 Fillmore. 
At its March 25 meeting, the 
Planning Commission approved a 
permit for BoConcept, a modern 
Scandinavian furniture and home 
accessories store. BoConcept 
has 22 stores in the U.S. and 246 
worldwide — mostly in Europe — 
which required its owners to seek 
approval under the city’s ordinance 
regulating chain stores.

A KID IN A CANDY STORE: There she 
is, the Queen of Fillamento, with 
a pearl-encrusted bunny and 
a store full of candy. Iris Fuller 
(above) is back — not quite in 
the neighborhood, where she 
ran the much-beloved Fillamento 
emporium for two decades, but not 
far away. She’s lending her retailing 
magic to a friend who owns 
Sweet Dish, a candy store at 2144 
Chestnut Street in the Marina.

COMING & GOING: Despite the 
rumors, Restoration Hardware 
won’t lease Fillamento’s former 
home at 2185 Fillmore, empty since 
Shabby Chic declared bankruptcy 
last year. Instead, the ailing owner 
has taken the space off the market 
and will let it sit empty. . . . After 
six long years, the family feud has 
ended and remodeling has begun 
on the empty storefront at 2028 
Fillmore, formerly the Departures 
vintage shop. Upstairs will be a 
residence, and tenants are lining 
up for the downstairs, but no lease 
has been signed yet. . . . O & Co., 
the olive oil store at 2208 Fillmore, 
is closing. . . . And say goodbye to 
Fit-Lite, the mini health club at 
2434 California Street.
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CRIME WATCH

Felony Warrant
Van Ness Avenue and Ellis Street
February 26, 1:59 p.m.

Offi  cers received a report that a man was 
banging on doors. When they arrived, the 
individual was still hammering his fi sts on 
doors. He told the offi  cers he was looking 
for a friend. Th e police checked the man’s 
identifi cation and discovered a felony war-
rant from Daly City for his arrest. Th e of-
fi cers inquired at several residences nearby, 
but no one knew the man. He was placed 
under arrest. 

Drugs
Sutter and Laguna Streets
March 1, 8:35 a.m.

An offi  cer working traffi  c enforcement 
pulled a car over for failing to stop for a 
stop sign. Approaching the car, the offi  cer 
smelled a strong odor of marijuana and 
asked the driver if drugs were in the car. 
Th e man said he had fi ve pounds of mari-
juana he was delivering to a dispensary. His 
license was suspended, so he was taken into 
custody. He was cited for the driving viola-
tion and the marijuana was confi scated.

Robbery
Eddy and Buchanan Streets
March 3, 5:28 p.m.

An 11-year-old girl was riding the bus 
with her grandmother and a group of chil-
dren; they were on their way to see a show. 
A woman sitting behind the child snatched 
a $20 bill she had in her possession. Th e 
child told her grandmother, who insisted 
the woman return the money. Th e driver 
ordered them all off  the bus. Th ree offi  cers 
who were driving by observed the heated 
argument and stopped to assist. Th ey ar-
rested the woman for robbery.

Possession of Stolen Property
Franklin Street and Peter Yorke Way
March 11, 5 p.m.

An offi  cer was riding his police bike to 
the site of a reported auto break-in when 
he spotted a suspicious person coming 
from the area, fumbling with something 
beneath his jacket. Th e offi  cer detained the 
individual. Several blocks away, the offi  cer 
saw the car that had recently been broken 
into. When he searched the bag the indi-
vidual was holding, he found a car GPS, 
several ink jet cartridges and receipts for 
the cartridges. Th e name on the receipt 
matched the name of the car’s registered 
owner. Th e owner identifi ed the GPS and 
cartridges as his own and said he had left 
them inside the car. Nobody witnessed the 
break-in, so the suspect was charged with 
felony possession of stolen property, along 
with a parole violation. If his fi ngerprints 
match those taken at the scene, he will also 
be charged with auto burglary.

Felony Assault
Washington and Franklin Streets
March 12, 12:20 a.m.

A woman went to her boyfriend’s apart-
ment to retrieve her boots. She told offi  cers 
that as she entered the apartment, he pulled 
out a knife and threatened to kill her. She 
managed to escape and called the police. 
While offi  cers were talking to the woman, 
the boyfriend opened his apartment door. 
She identifi ed him to the offi  cers. He de-
nied having used a knife and insisted there 
had not been a fi ght. Th e offi  cers found 
the knife exactly where the woman said he 
had put it. Th ey believed the state of the 
apartment suggested that a fi ght had taken 
place. Th e man was arrested and charged 
with felony assault.

Robbery, Possession of Stolen Property
Geary Boulevard and Webster Street
March 16, 11 a.m.

A man entered the Safeway store and 
fi lled his pockets with a variety of items 
— including a toothbrush, shaving cream, 

body wash and milk. Th en he walked past 
the registers and left the store. Store secu-
rity had been observing him as he put the 
items in his pockets. One guard followed 
him outside, told him he was under citi-
zen’s arrest and asked him to come back in 
the store. Th e man punched the security 
guard and ran.

Two hours later, this same individual 
returned to the store. Once again he fi lled 
his pockets and walked out without pay-
ing. Th e security guard caught up to him. 
Again, the man pushed the guard and fl ed. 
Th is time, two offi  cers in a nearby squad 
car spotted an individual who matched 
the suspected shoplifter’s description. Th e 
man saw the offi  cers and started running. 
Th e offi  cers gave chase on foot. As the sus-
pect ran, store items fl ew out of his pock-
ets. Eventually the two offi  cers caught the 
man. Because he had twice assaulted a store 
guard, he was charged with robbery as well 
as possession of stolen property.

Felony Burglary
Fillmore and Bush Streets
March 19, 1:20 pm.

An offi  cer responded to a call to inves-
tigate an incident of shoplifting at Wal-
green’s. Upon arrival, she learned that an 
employee had detained an individual. Th e 
store employee told the offi  cer the suspect 
had entered the drugstore with an empty 
shopping bag. Th e man then went to the 
candy aisle and fi lled his bag with treats, 
then ran toward the front door of the store. 
Several employees stopped him at the door, 
where he dropped the bag. Th e offi  cer’s 
computer check revealed the suspect had 
two outstanding felony theft warrants for 
his arrest. He was booked for the outstand-
ing warrants in addition to the new bur-
glary charge.

Outstanding Warrant
Eddy and Franklin Streets
March 20, 3:15 a.m.

Offi  cers on patrol observed an individu-
al crossing the street outside the crosswalk 
and detained him for the violation. A com-
puter check revealed the suspect had an 
outstanding warrant for an attempted bur-
glary. Th e man was arrested and booked.

Felony Drug Violation
Van Ness Avenue and Geary Boulevard
March 23, 2:02 a.m. 

An offi  cer working plainclothes was 
assigned to prostitution abatement in the 
area. He was driving when he noticed a 
young woman walking along, randomly 
waving at cars. A short time later he ob-
served the same woman getting into a car 
parked in a red zone. A computer check 
revealed that the woman had an extensive 
arrest record, and as a consequence had a 
search condition. In a container within her 
purse, he found Ecstasy, along with numer-
ous small plastic bags containing metham-
phetamine. She was arrested for possession 
of drugs.

Robbery
Geary Boulevard and Fillmore Street
March 23, 11:22 p.m. 

A man who was parking his scooter 
noticed two men watching him. Before 
he could get off  of his scooter, they ap-
proached him. One of them punched him 
and forcefully removed his knapsack from 
his shoulder. Numerous offi  cers responded 
to the scene. Th e man with the scooter 
and several witnesses all set out after the 
suspects. Th en the offi  cers joined the foot 
chase. Two offi  cers caught the suspect, who 
still was holding the knapsack. Th e man 
who had been struck caught up with the 
group and identifi ed the suspect as the man 
who had just robbed him. Th e suspect was 
arrested. Th e man who had been robbed 
received only minor injuries; his knapsack 
and its contents were returned to him.

We’re looking for a
MARKETING PROFESSIONAL

who loves the neighborhood

You’ve had experience at the top levels of corporate marketing, but 
you’ve come to realize the importance of small-scale local businesses. 
Contribute directly to the vitality of the neighborhood by using 
your global skills on a local level. Help us connect local businesses 
and residents — one of the world’s great neighborhoods that is home 
to discerning consumers and interesting shops and resteaurants — 
through the pages of the New Fillmore and online at newfi llmore.com.

Contact Thomas Reynolds
trr@newfi llmore.com

415.441.6070

on-line order  VitaminExpress.com  newsletter

VitaminExpress
A trustworthy name since 1982

also: 1428 Irving Street,  SF  (415)564-8160
45 Camino Alto,  Mill Valley  (415)389-9671

1400 Shattuck,  Berkeley  (510)841-1798

Best Place to Buy
Vitamins and food

supplements

1st Place

2047 Fillmore St.
between California & Pine

(415) 922-3811  M-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5

Natural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body CareNatural Body Care
& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements& Quality Supplements

FOOD & WINE

Tacobar
Shaping Up
as a Jewel
Organic, whimsical
Mexican spot opening
soon on a key corner

By Chris Barnett

Locals have been clamoring for 
better and more authentic Mexican 
food on Fillmore Street even before 

La Posada said adios a few years ago and 
the fast food chain La Salsa shuttered its 
shop at the end of last year. 

Th ey may soon get their wish.
Tacobar, slated to open this month 

at the corner of California and Fillmore, 
seems destined to be far more than a 
typical taqueria. Owner and top toque 
Jack Schwartz, 40, has fashioned a mini-
Mexican restaurant with organic food con-
siderably above the ordinary and a whim-
sical design that promises to be lively and 
fun. Just check out the handpainted mural 
on the ceiling of el bano, the unisex bath-
room.

Th e Tacobar menu has the predictable 
categories: quesadillas, tacos, burritos, sal-
ads, soups, sides and desserts. But Schwartz 
promises that the ingredients will be fresh, 
fl avorful, imaginative and pesticide-free. 

And the prices are surprisingly reasonable.
Schwartz lives in the neighborhood, 

which has helped to elevate his aspira-
tions.

“I’m trying to do simple but good qual-
ity food at reasonable prices because we 
want to be part of the neighborhood,” he 
says. “We believe the more you give, the 
more you get back.”

Born in Mexico City to a Romanian 

dad and a Colombian mom, Schwartz 
has packed plenty of surprises into the 
900-square-foot spot on a key corner at the 
heart of the neighborhood. In recent years 
it was home to La Salsa. But for decades it 
was the Rolling Pin donut shop, open all 
day and all night, and before that the Do-
nut Hole.

An advance look at the menu is promis-
ing. A diner might start with the jicama en-

salada with grapefruit, dry roasted peanuts, 
diced avocado and cilantro for $4.50; then 
a Veracruz pescado taco — with grilled 
line-caught mahi mahi, cabbage slaw and 
Baja lime sauce, $4.50; topped off  with a 
potent tequila ice cream homemade by San 
Franciscan Neveria Abel, $3.50.

In addition to Mexican beers and sodas, 
Tacobar will serve a citrus red wine sangria, 
plus fresh lime margaritas and fresh lime 
pomegranate margaritas made by Soju, a 
South Korean company.

Fillmore is festooned these days with 
outdoor seating and Tacobar will go 
al fresco as well on sunny days. It will also 
off er takeout.

Schwartz, a 1998 graduate of the Cali-
fornia Culinary Academy, later cooked at 
Maya in San Francisco and was sous chef 
and consultant for 1550 Hyde Cafe and 
Wine Bar. He knows design is a critical 
component, even in a tiny taco emporium. 
So he hired Lauren Geremia and Rusty 
Wadatz, partners in Geremia Design in 
San Francisco, and gave them relatively 
free rein. Th e fi rm also designed Fraiche, 
the yogurt store at 1910 Fillmore.

Th e designers squeezed extra space out 
of the small spot, installing a communal 
table, a long bar for solo seating, several 
tables with chairs and an energizing color 
scheme. Th e plain wooden stools are a vi-
brant Mexican pink, bright yellow and lime 
green. Th e tiled walls are straight from 
Mexico. An accordion-like panoramic de-
cal of endless cornfi elds cover the windows, 
but diners inside can look out. And a col-
lection of cacti are scattered around the 
room. 

Schwartz says he expects to open by 
April 12, if not before.

Tacobar will 
open this 
month at the 
corner of 
Fillmore and 
California.

2155 Webster Street

San Francisco, CA 94115

www.dental.pacific.edu

to benefit

Saturday, May 8, 2010  5:30pm

Join us and put a smile on a child’s 
face. All proceeds will help us provide 
dental care to underserved children.

FOR TICKETS ONLINE: www.dental.pacific.edu > “Support the School” 

For more information about Kids in the Klinic 
www.kidsintheklinic.org   415.929.6403.

HONORARY COMMITTEE  

GALA  
FOUR-COURSE and an  
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By Anne Paprocki

Tucked in an unassuming offi  ce on 
Fillmore behind the Betsey John-
son and Hlaska shops, longtime 

Pacifi c Heights residents Elise Papazian 
and Scott Pritikin hope to expand the ho-
rizons of coff ee connoisseurs everywhere 
with their recently launched online service 
GoCoff eeGo.

“Nobody should be drinking the same 
cup of coff ee every day,” says Papazian. “It’s 
just boring. Would you eat the same food 
day in and out?” 

Th e website includes a selection of cof-
fee beans from 18 diff erent roasters, includ-
ing Zoka, Ritual, Cuvee, Atomic, Equator 
Coff ees & Teas and Johnson Brothers. Pa-
pazian and Pritikin — who admit to test-
ing up to 10 diff erent coff ees a day — have 
vetted each off ering. 

Visitors to the site can read descriptions 
of coff ees and roasters, search for beans 
by categories as varied as “single origin,” 
“shade grown,” “organic” and “decaff einat-
ed” and bone up on coff ee history, roasting 
and brewing. 

Married in 1991, Papazian and Pritikin 
have worked together as writers and in real 
estate. But as the idea for GoCoff eeGo 
began incubating, the couple traipsed 
around the country, visiting roasters in 

locales as expected as San Francisco and 
Seattle and as far-fl ung as Leeds, Alabama 
and Spicewood, Texas. Th ey met with the 
head roaster for each coff ee they consid-
ered and picked those that met their per-
sonal standards for both taste and quality.

 “San Francisco residents live in a food 
mecca, but they still might not have heard 
of the amazing coff ee coming out of some 
of these towns,” says Papazian.

Th ough both Papazian and Pritikin 
— who grew up skateboarding through 
Pacifi c Heights — love the shops of Fill-
more Street, they decided a website, rather 
than a brick and mortar store, would allow 

coff ee to be shipped directly from roasters 
to customers as soon as it’s roasted. 

“Would you drink a champagne that’s 
gone fl at?” asks Pritikin. “We want custom-
ers to experience freshly roasted beans.”

GoCoff eeGo’s online operation could 
have been based anywhere, but Papazian 
and Pritikin wanted their offi  ce to be lo-
cated in the neighborhood. 

“Fillmore Street is not a snotty street,” 
says Papazian. “Th ere’s a real community 
and personal experience here that we want 
to bring to GoCoff eeGo.” Pritkin and Pa-
pazian bring some Fillmore fl avor by per-
sonally responding to customer email and 

are happy to suggest coff ees and talk shop. 
Th ey’ve infused the site with their bub-

bly energy, evident in its colorful logo, live-
ly soundtrack and recommendations from 
cartoon character Professor Peaberry. Like 
a quirky but knowledgeable shopkeeper, he 
enthusiastically describes the off erings. For 
example: “Pawani by Novo is one of those 
very special coff ees that lingers in my mind. 
Th is coff ee is so memorable, elegant and 
unexpected. I last drank it with a beautiful 
heiress.”

Papazian and Pritikin, who frequent 
Peet’s and Royal Ground for coff ee on Fill-
more, acknowledge that GoCoff eeGo is 
not a substitute for the neighborhood cof-
fee shop culture. 

“We don’t want to be competitive with 
Peet’s,” says Papazian. “Coff ee shops have 
really become places for the community to 
congregate. Our function is diff erent.” 

Still, Papazian and Pritikin hope that 
GoCoff eeGo will help foster a new on-
line community of coff ee fans who con-
nect with each other and a wide variety 
of beans. Customers of GoCoff eeGo can 
also become members, which allows them 
to rate the various coff ees, receive person-
alized recommendations and use an auto-
ship function. 

“Auto-ship is basically the Netfl ix of cof-
fee,” says Papazian. Customers can set up a 
queue of coff ees by dragging and dropping 
their choices from the menu, and then ar-
range to have the next coff ee shipped auto-
matically every week, two weeks or month. 
Th ey can even put the service on hold when 
they’re traveling.

“People should play the fi eld and take 
a risk,” Papazian says. “You should never 
settle for just one coff ee.” 

Local Couple
Bring Coff ee
to the Masses

“Nobody should be drinking the same 
cup of coff ee every day.”

— ELISE PAPAZIAN, with co-owner Scott Pritikin, of GoCoffeeGo.com

By Syed Ali

Two black Suburbans abruptly pull up 
and stop at the corner of Fillmore and 
Jackson, ignoring the red-curbed no 

parking zone. Seconds later, four men sporting 
black suits, aviator sunglasses and white ear-
pieces emerge and scan the area, then open the 
door for a woman clad in a stylish business suit 
and escort her into the Mayfl ower Market. She 
heads to the deli counter, where she politely or-
ders a turkey sandwich on a Dutch Crunch roll. 
She waits patiently for her order, then pays the 
cashier and is quickly escorted back to the vans, 
which speed away. 

It was House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, back 
home in the neighborhood and seeking fortifi -
cation just days before she engineered passage of 
health care reform.

In some spots, employees would be rushing 
to fi nd a camera to capture the moment or pen 
and paper to get an autograph. But for the guys at the 
Mayfl ower Market, it was just another regular customer 
getting lunch. 

■

Located at 2498 Fillmore Street, the neighborhood 
market has been serving the community since the 1920s. 
Th ree brothers, Angelo, Lefty and Peter Prongos, who 
emigrated from Greece in 1972, have owned and oper-
ated the market for the last 13 years. Th e small corner 
market holds some gourmet surprises among the snacks, 
drinks and other expected items. 

“The Mayfl ower Market,” painted by Kimberley Jones, whose artistic career got a boost after the owners invited her to display her work in their windows.

Life at the Corner Market
At the Mayfl ower Market, they’ve got a friendly attitude and great sandwiches. Just ask Nancy Pelosi.

very good and well known in the area,” says An-
gelo Prongos. “I have customers who’ve moved 
out of the area and still stop by.”

It’s the classic neighborhood spot where ev-
erybody knows your name.

“I recognize most of our customers,” Prongos 
says, “and the ones who are visiting from far away 
usually say, ‘Man, I was in town and had to have 
one of your sandwiches.’ We carry the freshest 
meats, the freshest breads and the freshest ingre-
dients — and it really makes a diff erence.”

In addition to the classic deli off erings such as 
BLTs and tuna melts, the Mayfl ower Market also 
serves up some unique creations — including a 
Cordon Bleu sandwich, roasted garlic on turkey 
and a Texican Melt with roast beef, cheese, bar-
becue sauce and bacon. Comedian Robin Wil-
liams and former mayor Joseph Alioto have been 
among the market’s sandwich fans. So are stu-
dents from the private schools on Broadway.

■ 

Unlike most other corner markets with standard decor 
and shelving, the Mayfl ower Market owners livened up 
the store a while back and lined the windows with origi-
nal artwork. 

“We thought, ‘Let’s spice it up with something 
unique,’ ” says Angelo. “It worked out because a lot of 
people stop by just to look at the murals.” 

Th e inspiration came a decade ago. Kimberley Jones, 
a customer with an Ivy League architecture degree who 
painted as a hobby, had moved to California in 1997, 

But it’s best known for delivering customer service 
that goes above and beyond. 

“Th e staff  is friendly and someone almost always greets 
me by name as soon as I walk in, which is always nice and 
comforting,” says Angela Riley, who recently moved into 
the neighborhood. “Sometimes they know what I plan to 
order at the deli counter before I even open my mouth.”

Another draw is the sandwiches — made to order and 
piled high with Boar’s Head meats and other fresh in-
gredients.

“We have a very good deli and our sandwiches are very, TO PAGE 8 

Brothers Lefty, Angelo and Peter Prongos own and operate the market.
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The Elite Cafe
Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street   ◆   4 1 5 . 6 7 E L I T E
www.The Elite Cafe.com

Michelin Recommended

Zagat Rated

Look for Florio Cafe & Bar on Facebook. Become a fan!

twitter.com/fl oriosf
fl oriosf.com

SM

AT GRAND CENTRAL 2435 California Street

We’ll drive you home.
FREE WITH $20 PURCHASE

415.359.0075  •  www.chouquets.com

Chouquet’s, at 2500 Washington Street 
at Fillmore, welcomes two new 

specials to its offerings. 

Diners can enjoy a delicious, classically 
prepared French 3-course dinner 
(appetizer, entrée and a dessert] 

for $29.95 per person. 

This special is available 
every night from 5:30pm to 7pm. 

Also, on Mondays all bottles of wine 
are 50% off. 

Lunch daily: 11:30 - 3
Dinner nightly: 5:30 - 10
Weekend brunch:  10 - 3

VIA VENETOVIA VENETO
since 1990

A genuine piece of Italy A genuine piece of Italy 

in in the heart of Pacifi c Heights!the heart of Pacifi c Heights!

Fresh Seafood • Veal & Chicken

Fresh Pasta • Home-made Desserts

Daily Specials

LUNCHLUNCH
Mon- Fri: 11:30-2:30 • Sat: Noon-3pm

DINNERDINNER
Sun-Thurs: 5 - 10pm • Fri-Sat: 5 - 11pm

2444 FILLMORE/CLAY • 346-92112444 FILLMORE/CLAY • 346-9211
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At the Mayfl ower Market, Th ey Know the Art of Being Neighborly

drawn by the natural setting and beautiful 
views.

 “I would haul my paintings everywhere 
with me, walk around the area with these 
giant canvases and then sit down and paint,” 
says Jones. Some of her work is extremely 
local, including paintings of Alta Plaza 
Park and the Mayfl ower Market itself.

“I knew the brothers from buying their 
great sandwiches,” says Jones. “Th e three 
brothers are warm people and they ex-
tend their family warmth to the folks they 
employ and to the community.”Jones says 
Lefty Prongos came up with the vision of 

“Alta Plaza 
Park,” by 
Kimberley 
Jones, has been 
exhibited in 
the windows of 
the Mayfl ower 
Market.

 FROM PAGE 7 fi lling the store’s windows with her paint-
ings — scenes from inside the market 
focusing on the fruits and vegetables dis-
played there. She credits showing at the 
Mayfl ower Market as her turning point 
in the art world. Th rough the years she 
has sold many of her paintings to people 
who’ve seen them at the market.

Although she’s since moved out of the 
neighborhood, Jones stops by for a May-
fl ower sandwich every Tuesday, when she 
teaches art to about 70 seniors at the Cal-
vary Presbyterian Church just across the 
street. She also creates art with patients at 
El Camino Hospital in Mountain View 

and teaches art to seniors in a variety of 
other settings. Jones still shows some work 
in the Mayfl ower’s windows, but the broth-
ers also invite other artists to participate in 
their grocery gallery.

■ 

Even though another neighborhood 
market, Gino’s Grocery, sits directly across 
from the Mayfl ower Market, Angelo 
Prongos  is quick to point out that there is 
no rivalry between the two. 

 “We don’t really step on each other’s 
feet, since we sell a lot of diff erent things 
from one another,” he says. “We coexist 
nicely and both make a living. It’s a nice, 

friendly competition.”
Longtime Fillmore resident Danielle 

Gordon says locals depend on both spots. 
“Unlike most other corner markets that 

are nearby one another and sell the exact 
same thing, the Mayfl ower Market and Gi-
no’s seem to complement one another,” she 
says. “I can go to Gino’s and get drinks and 
beverages, then walk across the street to the 
Mayfl ower and get food and snacks.”

Th e neighborly feel is what attracted the 
Prongos to Fillmore Street. “Th e area’s nice, 
the people are nice and you have no prob-
lems,” says Angelo. “It’s a clientele we enjoy 
catering to.”

Ralph Lauren’s Promises
Remain to Be Fulfi lled

 FROM PAGE ONE

Th omas Benjamin Chamberlain, assis-
tant manager of Ralph Lauren on Fillmore, 
says the store recently hosted “a lovely event” 
with California Pacifi c Medical Center, but 
could give no details, nor would he confi rm 
the local school drive. “I am actually not 
allowed to give any additional informa-
tion,” he says. “I would have to redirect you 
to our corporate liaison.”

Ironically, Meichner’s letter emphasized 
Ralph Lauren’s “original commitments to 
the community,” which specifi cally includ-
ed “giving the manager of the shop the au-
thority to deal directly with neighborhood 
concerns or requests.”

Nor has Ralph Lauren become “an ac-
tive and participating member of the Fill-
more Merchants Association,” another of 
Meichner’s commitments.

Soon after he wrote his April 4, 2008, 
letter to the residents association and mer-
chants association, Meichner was elevated 
to president and CEO of the entire Polo 
retail group. No one from Ralph Lauren’s 
corporate hierarchy provided information 
about the company’s local activities by 
press time.

■

Wermer says the company’s apparent 
failure to fulfi ll its promises points up one 
of the weaknesses of the city’s planning 
process: a lack of enforcement.

“Th e number one problem I see is that 
the conditional use laws are substantially 
toothless,” he says. “Enforcement depends 
on the local community paying attention 
and being engaged,” says Wermer. “Un-
fortunately, communities that have lots of 
problems are the ones that tend to be en-
gaged. People get active when their ox is 
getting gored. And let’s face it, on upper 
Fillmore, the ox is pretty safe.”

Wermer also fi nds an irony in the 

changes that chain stores — known to city 
planners as formula retail — can bring to a 
neighborhood.

“Th e reason Ralph Lauren wanted to 
come to Fillmore Street was because it 
didn’t look like a mall,” he says. “We had a 
good laugh, because that just made our case 
about formula retail,” he says. “But I don’t 
think the landlords heard that message.”

Wermer blames landlords for making 
empty spaces on Fillmore hard to fi ll.

“I’m very worried that the only ones 
that will be able to get the property are the 
chains that have the money it takes,” he 
says. “Landlords are aggressively reaching 

out to these guys rather than trying to get 
creative in renting their properties. Instead, 
they follow a simple business model: I 
charge as much as I can. Ultimately, they’re 
not building a community that will be suc-
cessful in the long term — and ultimately, 
the businesses won’t be successful either.”

■

But Pam Mendelsohn, a commercial 
real estate broker with Johnson Hoke who 
has handled a number of local listings, says 
the blame is misplaced. 

“Landlords have been incredibly fair — 
particularly on Fillmore Street,” she says. 
“Currently there are just some landlords 

on the street who aren’t in as big a hurry 
to have the spaces fi lled as the retailers are. 
Fillmore is pretty stable — and most land-
lords here are in for the long haul, not the 
short term.”

Mendelsohn adds: “Th e whole thing 
about chains running up rents — there’s no 
truth to that. Chains pay less.”

She maintains the chain store ordinance 
has had the opposite of its intended eff ect.

“It has scared off  some retailers,” she 
says. “Unless someone has the money and 
time to go through the process, it can be 
off putting. It takes a major corporation. So 
I wonder whether we didn’t shoot ourselves 
in the foot” with the chain store rules.

“We need a balance between small busi-
nesses and recognizable names,” she says.

■

Despite the city’s attempt to limit for-
mula retail, many residents and retailers 
say they prefer chain stores to empty store-
fronts — as long as they are “the right kind 
of chain store.”

Werner says the problem is in the defi -
nition.

“We lack a robust assessment about what 
is good and what is not good about formula 
retail,” he says. “Formula retail stores that 
participate in the neighborhood and sup-
port the community and get involved — by 
bringing clients to the area who will also 
shop at other stores, by joining the local 
merchants association, by helping keep the 
streets organized and by supporting activi-
ties like the small merchant used to do — 
they may be an asset to the neighborhood,” 
he says. “But the sort of chain operations 
with the main focus of bringing in as much 
revenue as possible, not contributing to 
the community, hiring people at minimum 
wage — they’re problems.”

A window display in progress at Ralph Lauren’s store on Fillmore Street.

www.newfi llmore.com

read Ralph Lauren’s letter

BIG PAGODA

1995 20102003
. . . happily ever after.

The End

going, going, gone…
Big Pagoda Company is closing its warehouse operation in Oakland. All our existing inventories will be marked 

down between 50 to 75%. Our warehouse will be open every Saturday and Sunday through April 25th. Quanti-

ties are limited so visit us soon. You’ll find special saving on furniture, accessories, art and more. Bring this ad in 

during the sale for a courtesy stool with any purchase of $50 or more while supplies last.

Showroom Hours:
Every Saturday & Sunday
10:00 - 3:00 through April 25th.

Our showroom is at:
2607 Mandela Parkway
Suite 4, Oakland, CA
call 510.465.4700 for an appointment

www.bigpagoda.com sutterpacific.org

Call 415-600-0140  
to make an appointment

SUTTER STREET INTERNAL MEDICINE 
1375 Sutter Street, Suite 308 
San Francisco

New Patients
Welcoming

Left to right: Daniel Hwang, MD,  
Michelle Tisi, MD, J.R. Gatpolintan, MD, 
Jonathan Nordlicht, MD, Merik Gross, MD

u Same Day Appointments

u Primary Care for Men and Women

u Most Insurance Accepted

u Access to Hundreds of Sutter Specialists

MEET OUR NEW DOCTORS
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HOME & GARDEN

I
n the more traditional neighborhoods of San Francisco, residents 
who want a contemporary home often experience an aesthetic 
dilemma: Empty lots are rare, and when the property is already 
occupied by a Victorian or Edwardian house, it can be diffi  cult to 
change the existing facade.  

While respect for history and the preservation of some older buildings 
is critical to our understanding of the present moment, more extreme 
strands of preservation can lead to the urban equivalent of trapping a fl y in 
amber. Th e long view is more complex, understanding history as a process 
that is always in motion and constantly undergoing transformation.

An architectural resolution of the tensions between past and present 
was an essential element of a recent project in Cow Hollow, near the 
Presidio, designed by Ogrydziak/Prillinger Architects. Th e owners of the 
3,500-square-foot home — a developer and a lawyer with two children 
— wanted to create a modern home from a nondescript 1910 Edwardian 
house that had been confused by a series of remodels. In addition to 
renovating the interior, they saw an opportunity to capture views of the 
Presidio, the Golden Gate and Alcatraz by transfi guring the roofl ine and 
adding a penthouse.

Eschewing the long and risky planning process that an extreme 
remodeling of the facade would entail, the owners encouraged a split 
between the facade and the rest of the house. Yet the ultimate design 
strategy was not as simple as maintaining a traditional look at the street 
level that masked a contemporary interior. In fact, the owners were 
attracted to some aspects of the more traditional spaces within the house. 
Th ey hoped to maintain some of the home’s sense of enclosure and visual 
texture while reinterpreting it through a contemporary lens.

Th e home that resulted appears well behaved from the street. Except for 
the faceted entry and the crisp tear at the roof that opens to the views, it 
maintains its traditional look. Th e facade below the roofl ine was restored to 
its original Edwardian austerity and painted gray to abstract its restrained 
ornament. Th e roof was reconfi gured to accommodate a penthouse with 
panoramic views and clad in zinc-coated copper to match the gray facade. 
As a result, the exterior fi ts into the fabric of the block, which is mostly 
composed of houses from the same period.

Inside, the home has a dual character. Although the house underwent 
a full renovation, many of the existing living spaces — warm and textured 
with detail — were maintained and reinterpreted to contrast with an 
angled, abstract modern zone at the core of the house that extends from 
the entry up the stairway to the white folded planes of the penthouse. 

Several of the more traditional spaces in the house are studded with 
modern interpretations of ornament and rendered with rich materials. In 
addition to all of the fl oors and cabinetry, every door and door jamb in the 
home was clad with tongue-in-groove walnut planking to enhance the 
sense that the house is a monolith of solid wood. Some spaces are wrapped 
with stone, steel, tile, glass, mirror and upholstered panels, resulting in a 
dense layering of fi nishes and ornament that spills out of the house into 
the rear garden.

Th e heart of the transformation occurs in the three-story staircase. Th e 
light and energy of this space distorts the walls of the entry vestibule and 
emerges at the top fl oor with a twisting force that tears open the roof, 
revealing the whiteness of the new geometry against the monochromatic 
gray of the exterior. In the penthouse, the solidness of the original house 
evaporates and the walls and roof open to panoramic views of the city and 
the bay. Th e rich and heavy materials of the lower fl oors give way to white 
modern surfaces, and the entire space is bathed in light.

Ultimately this house tells a story about the interplay of history and the 
current moment, soon to be history too.

Balancing 

Past & Present
in Cow Hollow

From the street, the 
Edwardian home on 

Broderick Street mostly 
maintains its traditional 

look. Inside it is more 
contemporary, with 
warm textures and 
materials opening 

onto a waterfall and 
garden. The penthouse 
is a thoroughly modern 

series of geometric 
planes.

PHOTOGRAPHS © 
TIM GRIFFITH

European style Pacific 
Heights retreat. Steps 
from the vibrant Fillmore 
Street scene, renowned 
for upscale shopping 
& fine dining, this 
gorgeous 1BD/1BA 
condo in a 4-unit 
building has undergone 
major renovation and 
has luxurious finishes 
throughout.  

Caroline Kahn Werboff
(415) 321-4260
ckahnwerboff@hill-co.com 
CarolineKahnWerboff.com
DRE License # 0493052

Offered at  $735,000

This is it. 
San Francisco’s most beautiful 1 bedroom condo.

www.29OrbenPlace.com

Michael W. Perry
& Company

Fine Custom Framing
Antique Prints & Maps

1837 Divisadero • 415-563-8853
www.mwperry.com

Center for Learning in Retirement

Educational and cultural opportunities 
for people age 50 and older

30 First Street, Suite 300
San Francisco, CA 94105

415.543.3965
http://clirsf.org

KAREN PALAMOS, M.F.T.
PSYCHOTHERAPY

Specializing in therapy with 
visual artists, writers, musicians 
and other creative people

For individuals and couples
who experience
 • creative blocks
 • anxiety
 • debilitating self criticism
 • isolation and related concerns

(415) 835-2199
Bush Street @ Octavia
CA LICENSE MFC38971
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F loral designer Kaori 
Imaizumi is preparing 
for a museum exhibi-

tion this month, as she has 
every spring since she opened 
her fl ower shop in the neigh-
borhood in 2006.

She’s participating once 
again in “Bouquets to Art,” the 
annual extravaganza in which 
fl oral arrangements interpret 
and comment upon works of 
art in the DeYoung Museum 
in Golden Gate Park.

For the previous three years, 
Imaizumi has worked with 
paintings and sculpture — in-
cluding, in 2009, an abundant 
arrangement of springtime 
fl owers juxtaposed with Al-
bert Bierstadt’s 1875 painting, 
California Spring. But this year 
she has taken on something more unusual: the 
massive mantelpiece by Herter Brothers cre-
ated for the 50-room Th urlow Lodge in Menlo 
Park.

“It’s huge,” she says. “But I wanted to make 
something diff erent.” And at this show, since 
she’s not trying to please a customer, she says,  
“I can make what I want to make. I can show 
my style.”

She is still pondering how to interpret a 
wall-size oak and marble mantelpiece.

“It’s a fi replace,” she says. “I’m thinking 
maybe to make a fi re.”

Imaizumi says the exhibition presents spe-
cial practical challenges.

“It’s hard to maintain the freshness,” she 
says. “It’s unexpectedly hot. Flowers die so fast 

— much faster than usual.” 
She visits every day to add wa-
ter and fresh fl owers.

Imaizumi grew up in Ja-
pan and for many years was 
a fl ight attendant on inter-
national routes for Japan Air 
Lines. When her husband’s 
business took them to New 
York in 1997, she had time to 
learn to arrange fl owers, which 
she had loved since she was a 
child. In 2000 they moved to 
San Francisco. She continued 
her studies, eventually earning 
her certifi cation.

“My design is contempo-
rary East-meets-West — not 
all European, not all Asian,” 
she says.

When she decided to open 
a shop, she wanted something 

near the neighborhood school her son attends. 
She found a small space with aff ordable rent on 
Sutter Street, near Steiner, and opened Bloom-
ing Floral Design in 2006. She has since moved 
a few doors down the block to 2120 Sutter.

“It’s a very local business,” she says, with 
80 percent of her customers coming from 
the neighborhood, many from the apartment 
buildings she sees out her window. 

“If I were on Fillmore, I would have already 
left,” she says, given the higher rents. “A lot of 
fl ower shops have closed in the last year.”

Instead, she’s preparing for her annual mu-
seum exhibition. “Bouquets to Art” runs from 
April 20 to 24 at the DeYoung Museum in 
Golden Gate Park. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit www.bouquetstoart.org.

Making Fire With Flowers
A local fl oral designer takes on an unusual challenge

In last year’s “Bouquets to Art” exhibition, local designer Kaori Imaizumi 
accented Albert Bierstadt’s California Spring with springtime fl owers.

“It’s a fi replace,” says Kaori 
Imaizumi. “I’m thinking 
maybe to make a fi re.”

Spring market is trending upward

A S EXPECTED, there was a noticeable increase in closings during the last 
month. That upward trend will continue as we move into the more active 
spring market. 

Some properties of interest that closed during the past 30 days include 2290 
Green, a completely remodeled 4-bedroom Victorian with an open fl oor plan 
and a 1-bedroom in-law unit that sold for more than $4.2 million. The home 
previously changed hands in a private sale in July 2008 for $1.775 million, so 
the new owners obviously did a substantial amount of work before putting 
it back on the market. It has been more than 10 years since a home in the 
neighborhood sold for less than $400,000; that record remains intact, since 2608 
Sutter sold a bit above its asking price at $405,000. And the townhouse at 215 
Moulton mentioned last month has now offi cially closed. This condo had sold 
two other times in the last 2 1/2 years: fi rst for $1.8 million in November 2007, 
then for $1.725 million in November 2008, and now for $1.54 million in February 
— 10 percent below its last sale price. The property is a good example of where 

prices were near the 
height of the market, 
then just after the Wall 
Street meltdown, and 
now.

NEW LISTINGS: In the 
past two weeks, there 
were six new listings 
in the $3 million to 
$7 million range. One 
is 3878 Jackson, a 
remodeled 5-bedroom, 
3-bath Presidio Heights 
home with more than 
4,700 square feet. Priced 
at $3.875 million, it 
should see immediate 
attention. On the 

higher end, 100 Spruce (above) just came on the market at $6.395 million. This 
7-bedroom, 4.5-bath corner home sits on a bit of a slope, but is only a block 
from the Presidio and has a very pleasant terraced garden. At the lower end 
of the listings, the studio condo at 2211 California #403 looks like a very good 
fi nd for the committed urbanite. This top fl oor unit, priced at $399,000, does not 
have a garage, but it is bright, with southern exposure — and it’s only a half-
block walk to Fillmore Street.

— Data and commentary provided by JOHN FITZGERALD, a partner in 
the Byzantium Brokerage and an agent at Pacifi c Union. Contact him at 
jfi tzgerald@pacunion.com or call 345-3034.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft Date Asking               Sale 

2608 Sutter St 1 1 0  720 2/25/10 399,000    405,000 

2605 Post St  2 1.5 2  1425 3/9/10 925,000    906,948 

3020 Laguna St 1 1 2  915 3/3/10 950,000    940,000 

215 Moulton St 3 3.5 1  2300 2/26/10 1,535,000    1,540,000 

51 Pixley St 4 3.5 2  2130 3/12/10 1,495,000    1,610,000 

3022 Washington St 3 4.5 1   2/17/10 3,900,000    3,362,500 

2290 Green St 4 3.5 2   3/4/10 4,325,000    4,255,000

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

2040 Franklin St #504 1 1 1  1370 2/26/10 599,000   580,000

2410 Pacific Ave #5 1 1 1  870 2/19/10 639,000   639,000

2728 Gough St #1  2 1 1  837 3/4/10 699,000   710,000

2461 Post St 5 3 2  1921 3/12/10 799,000   777,000

1835 Franklin St #1103 2 2 1  1400 2/26/10 825,000   795,000

2111 Franklin St #5 2 2 1  1565 2/17/10 797,000   799,000

1950 Gough St #101 2 1 1  1200 3/5/10 875,000   875,000

1998 Broadway #407 2 2 1  1080 2/18/10 899,000   895,000

2864 Sacramento St 3 2 1  1768 2/24/10 1,100,000   1,100,000

214 Arguello Blvd  3 2.5 1  2000 2/26/10 1,200,000   1,137,500

2145 Franklin St #5 3 2 1  1810 2/17/10 1,198,000   1,160,000

2266-A Jackson St  3 2 1  1809 3/11/10 1,395,000   1,395,000

2251 Broderick St 3 2.5 1  2036 2/19/10 1,549,000   1,525,000

2525 Sacramento St 4 3 2  2275 2/26/10 1,650,000   1,670,000 

1940 Broadway #8 3 4.5 2   2/16/10 3,995,000   3,995,000

(415) 921-6000 • www.hill-co.com

Offices on Union Street and 24th Street,
And Two Offices on Lombard Street

We are a proud member of the
Who’s Who In Luxury Real 
Estate international network, 

affiliated with 5,108 offices in 65 countries, 
and the world’s foremost luxury real estate 
website, www.luxuryrealestate.com.

Beautiful Loft-like 
View Condo. 
Beautiful VIEW condo 
in a terrific location! 
Penthouse unit in 
4-unit building has it all: 
elevator, 2BD/2BA,
2 fireplaces, master-
suite, side-by-side 
parking, in-unit laundry, 
wonderful light and 
tons of SPACE! 
DivisaderoPenthouse.
com

V

4
e
2
s

w
t

c

Grace Shohet 
(415) 321-4248

Pacific Heights
$1,325,000

Sophisticated 
European Style 
Urban Retreat. 
Steps to the vibrant 
Fillmore Street scene, 
renowned for upscale 
shopping & fine dining, 
this sophisticated 
1BD/1BA condo 
in a 4-unit building 
has high-quality 
finishes throughout. 
29OrbenPlace.com 

Caroline 
Kahn Werboff
(415) 321-4260

Pacific Heights
$735,000

Pacific Heights
$ 3,725,000
Stunning Remodeled 
5BD/4.5BA home. 
This beautiful home 
features open 
entertaining rooms 
& eat-in kitchen 
with French doors 
leading to a beautifully 
landscaped garden. 
Wine cellar & 2 car 
side-by-side garage! 
1919Vallejo.com

Missy Wyant Smit 
(415) 321-4315
Adrian Stevens 
(415) 321-4334

Elegant 3BD/3BA 
Condo in The Best 
Location! This 
spacious condo is 
located in a coveted 
6-unit 1920’s 
Mediterranean building. 
Includes a large light 
filled living room with 
southeast views, large 
gracious dining room 
and a remodeled 
gourmet kitchen. 
2900Pacific-201.com

Pacific Heights
$1,950,000

Dianne Weaver
(415) 321-3118

Traditional Edwardian 
Full-floor Flat.   
3BD/2BA condo with 
house-like feel. Office/
den that can be used 
as a 4th bedroom. 
Spacious and bright 
living room with built-in 
cabinets. Elegant formal 
dining room with box 
beam ceiling.
3228ClaySt.com

Elizabeth 
Corrigan Branham  
(415) 321-4250

Pacific Heights
$1,395,000

Elegant and 
Sophisticated         
2-Level Condo. 
Spacious 3BD/3BA 
top floor condo 
on two levels feels 
like a single family 
home. Gracious 
formal dining room 
and living room with 
great flow for elegant 
entertaining and 
comfortable living.
1699Vallejo.com 

Cathy Devito 
(415) 321-3110

Pacific Heights
$1,375,000

Pacific Heights
$699,000
Elegant & Spacious 
Lafayette Park 
View Condo. Large 
1BD/1BA unit with 
a great location. 
Beautiful building, 
1926 elegance. Green 
Lafayette Park views. 
Grand arched windows 
throughout. High 
ceilings with gorgeous 
light. Gracious floor 
plan. Extra storage.
1950Gough102.com

Kim Barnes
(415) 730-2593

Modern 2B/1BA 
TIC In The Heart 
Of Pacific Heights. 
Charming unit ideally 
situated, close to 
all the amenities of 
Sacramento Street, 
Laurel Village and 
Alta Plaza. Hardwood 
floors. 1 car indoor 
parking. Storage. 
Security building.
3010Sacramento.com 

Pacific Heights
$680,000

Caroline 
Kahn Werboff 
(415) 321-4260T
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1990EST:

One of the
“100 Fastest Growing
Private Companies”

in the Bay Area
SF Business Times,

2008 & 2009

Janet Moyer
Landscaping is a

full - service
landscaping company 

specializing in
sustainable landscapes

Award winning design -
“Outstanding

Achievement” Award
California 

Landscape Contractors 
Association, 2007 & 2008

415-821-3760  .  1031 Valencia Street, San Francisco  .  jmoyerlandscaping.com

Landscape Contractor License 853919 . Pest Control License 36389

Louis Devereux Landscapes 
         

Building fi ne gardens in San Francisco for 15 years

415 218 4703     License #704478    www.ldldesignsf.com

JUDITH SKINNER

Fine Gardening
38 Years of Experience

sfskinner@aol.com   •   415.776.8272

Save water ~ plant a hybrid garden

California native plants with seasonal accents:
spring tulips, summer roses

farmers’ market

saturdays,
9am - 1pm

f illmore st.
& O’farrell st.

we gladly accept EBT

the freshest selection of  

locally-grown
produce direct from the farmer

all year-round

Your Food,
Your Community,

Your Farmers’ Market
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Tending Our Lady’s Garden
A volunteer gardener creates an oasis in the 
parking lot behind St. Dominic’s Church

By Madeline Camisa

A fair-haired young man, 
tenderly holding his baby girl 
in his arms, stops in front of a 

statue of the Virgin Mary, who is clothed 
in a white robe girded by a blue sash, 
eyes gazing upward, a crown of gold stars 
encircling her head. Th e six-foot statue is 
set in a gray cave-like structure in the back 
of the St. Dominic’s Catholic Church 
parking lot, with three lanes of cars 
buzzing by on Pine Street.

An elderly man in a beige cap ushers 
his white-haired female companion in 
front of the statue. As they walk away she 
asks, “Did you say a prayer?” He answers 
in a low voice, “Of course.”

A young woman sits quietly on the 
stone bench in front of the statue, her 
bicycle close by and her eyes on the statue 
in contemplation.

A regular pilgrim, with a white lace 
doily pinned to her hair, lifts her cane to 
adjust a blue plastic rosary on the statue 
and light a white glass candle as part of 
her weekly Saturday ritual.  

Other frequent visitors, like the police 
who patrol the church in the early hours 
of the morning, often make a personal 
visit to the shrine, the Dominican fathers 
say.

But many come during the day, such 
as Benjamin, a stocky, dark-haired man 
with deep brown radiant eyes, wearing 
a Raiders cap and black running shorts; 
and Jordan, a young, thin man who kneels 
to pray in front of the statue and often 
brings fl owers; and Kudusan, dressed in 
her native white sari, who stops by for a 
quick visit to touch the painted gold rose 

on the foot of the statue; and Rosalinda, 
well-dressed in a wide-brimmed hat, who 
fi ngers her rosary beads while standing 
silently in front of the grotto.

Some devoted parishioners come nearly 
every day. Agnes Dunn, a diminutive 
woman wearing a small black hat and 
tinted glasses, and Trudy Nebeling, a tall, 
medium-built, fair-haired woman, always 
greet the volunteer gardener with a smile 
in the early mornings.

And some less religious pilgrims from 
as far away as Canada stop by to admire 
the oasis of colorful plants and fl owers, or 
to catch a hummingbird fl apping on the 

English lavender stalks.
Some visitors from the neighborhood 

refer to this statue as Our Lady of the 
Parking Lot, but an inscribed stone 
declares it Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto.

■

Th e historic grotto was part of St. 
Rose Academy, a high school for Catholic 
girls operated by the Dominican nuns. 
By 1911, the school had been relocated 
from Golden Gate Avenue — where early 
records show a graduating class of only 
four girls — to 2475 Pine Street, now part 
of the St. Dominic’s parking lot. At one 
time separated from the church grounds 

by a cyclone fence, this area was part of 
the school courtyard. It was scheduled for 
demolition along with the multi-storied 
school building after the 1989 Loma 
Prieta earthquake. But the grotto was 
saved from the wrecking ball by the quick 
urgings of Father Martin de Porres Walsh, 
then pastor of St. Dominic’s, who asked 
the workers to leave the statue and grotto 
untouched. Quite possibly the demolition 
team may have been hesitant to tear 
down the statue and appealed to a higher 
authority for a fi nal verdict, as Father 
Th omas Hayes, former director of the 
church’s St. Jude Shrine, has suggested.

Th e grotto at St. Dominic’s is a postage 
stamp-sized replica of the famous shrine 
in Lourdes, France — complete, it is 
said, with a spring running underneath 
the asphalt. According to Catholic belief, 
Mary appeared to a young teenage girl in 
a French Pyrenees cave in 1858, the fi rst 
of 18 visions.

Th e spring waters around the French 
grotto have been credited with healing 
properties. Although 7,000 cures have 
been claimed, only 66 miracles have been 
recognized by the church. Replicas of 
the Lourdes grotto exist throughout the 
United States and around the world.

Th e St. Dominic’s grotto had been 
the site of small parish processions, but it 
fell into neglect for many years. Th rough 
the eff orts of several church volunteers, 
especially Pat Berberich and Carol Glenn, 
it was steadily maintained, with the 
addition of fl owers and an installation of 
river stones and a raised brick walkway.

■

In 2002, I assumed prime responsibility 
for the upkeep of the shrine and the 

surrounding garden. In 2006, I became 
one of fi ve volunteer section leaders under 
the newly adopted parish community 
garden model and set about on a major 
overhaul of the grotto.

In the process of creating this sacred 

space, the symbolic rock garden setting 
has been preserved. Th e ivy was cut back 
to expose old red brick, and its natural 
rustic beauty was enhanced by colorful 
plants.

It sits in a grove of cherry trees, which 

bloom in April, with a birdbath suggesting 
the healing waters at Lourdes. 

■

Even with the clamor of cars speeding 
by on Pine Street, this tiny oasis is a 
temporary stop from the fast lane, a 

continuing testament to spiritual urgings 
to connect with a higher purpose.

    
Madeline Camisa is a retired high school 
English teacher and a writer. She gave up the 
pen for the trowel and has never looked back.

Springtime comes 
this month to the 
ancient grotto behind 
St. Dominic’s Church, 
which is lovingly 
tended by volunteer 
gardener Madeline 
Camisa.

Zephyr Real Estate.   We’re all about San Francisco.         

                        Bring San Francisco to life. The new ZephyrSF.com
                                               90+ neighborhood profiles with maps, videos, market trends,

                    available properties and open homes. Searchable school database with tons of stats and

                                       customized reports. Property valuations. Email updates. More. More. More.

                               You drive, we deliver. www.zephyrsf.com

Pacific Heights
Noe Valley
Potrero Hill
Upper Market
Castro
West Portal

www.zephyrsf.com

t. Dominic’s warmly invites you to 
     celebrate the Lenten & Easter Seasons 

in our beautiful church.

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner) •  (415) 567-7824 •  Free Parking •  www.stdominics.org

St. Dominic’s Catholic Church

Weekday Masses: 6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm
Morning Prayer: 7:15 am (weekdays);  8:00 am (Saturday)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Mondays & Wednesdays: 8:30 am & 6:00 pm  •  First Fridays: 9:00 pm

Sunday Masses: 
Saturday evening: 5:30 pm (Vigil), 7:30 am (Quiet), 9:30 am (Family), 11:30 am (Solemn), 

1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish), 5:30 pm (Contemporary music), 
   9:00 pm (Taizé music by candlelight)

HOLY WEEK

Palm Sunday, March 28
5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil Mass); 7:30 am (Quiet Mass); 

9:30 am (Family Mass); 11:30 am (Solemn Mass); 
1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish); 

5:30 pm (Contemporary Choir); 
9:00 pm (Taizé music by candlelight)

Seder Meal, Monday, March 29, 7:00 pm
A meal commemorating the Lord’s Last Supper. 

Tickets at the parish offi ce.

Sacrament of Reconciliation, Wednesday, March 31
12:00 noon – 1:00 pm & 7:00 – 9:00 pm

THE SACRED TRIDUUM

Holy Thursday, April 1
7:30 am – Tenebrae – followed by breakfast

7:30 pm – Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, April 2
7:30 am – Tenebrae – followed by breakfast

12:15 – 12:45 pm – Stations of the Cross
1:00 – 3:00 pm. – Seven Last Words

3:00 – 4:00 pm – Confessions
7:30 pm – Passion of the Lord

Holy Saturday, April 3
8:00 am – Tenebrae – followed by breakfast

5:30 – 6:30 pm – Confessions
8:00 pm – Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, April 4
7:30 am (Mass with Easter Hymns); 

9:30 am (Family Mass); 11:30 am (Solemn Mass); 
1:30 pm (St. Jude Pilgrim Mass in Spanish);

5:30 pm (Contemporary Choir); 
9:00 pm (Taizé music by candlelight)

No confessions this day

S



ART & ANTIQUES
Fillmore Estates
2450 Fillmore  567-1447
Kuraya Japanese Antiques
2425 California 885-3313
Mureta’s Antiques
2418 Fillmore    922-5652
Narumi Japanese Antiques
1902 Fillmore    346-8629
Thomas Reynolds Gallery
2291 Pine    441-4093
Walter Adams Framing
2019B Fillmore    922-6811
Winterbranch Gallery
2119 Fillmore    673-2119

CLOTHING & SHOES
Betsey Johnson
2121 Fillmore    776-0669
Black Fleece
2223 Fillmore    931-2203
Blu
2259 Fillmore    776-0643
Calvin Tran
1942 Fillmore    441-1402
Cielo
2225 Fillmore    776-0641
Crosswalk Shoes
2122 Fillmore    921-0292
De Novo
2413 California    563-5937
Eileen Fisher
2216 Fillmore  346-2133
Elizabeth Charles
2056 Fillmore  440-2100
Erica Tanov
2408 Fillmore    674-1228
Gimme Shoes
2358 Fillmore    441-3040
Heidi Says
2426 Fillmore    749-0655
Heidi Says Casual
2416 Fillmore    749-1144
Heidi Says Shoes
2105 Fillmore    409-6850
Her
2053 Fillmore   923-9628
Hlaska
2033 Fillmore   440-1999
Jigsaw
2121 Fillmore  931-5520
Lilith
2029 Fillmore    913-7600
Limu
2237 Fillmore    567-9500
Marc by Marc Jacobs
2142 Fillmore  447-8940
Margaret O’Leary
2400 Fillmore    771-9982
Metro 200
2116 Fillmore    776-5652
Mio
2035 Fillmore    931-5620
Mrs. Dewson’s Hats
2052 Fillmore    346-1600
Muse Ten
1820 Fillmore    922-6873
Paolo Shoes
2000 Fillmore    885-5701
Ralph Lauren
2040 Fillmore    440-6536 
sunhee moon
1833 Fillmore    928-1800
Toujours
2484 Sacramento 346-3988

GIFTS & FLOWERS
Blooming Floral Design
2120 Sutter    749-1533
Cottage Industry
2328 Fillmore    885-0326
Fillmore Florist
1880 Fillmore    929-5200
In Water
2132 Fillmore    359-1232
Nest
2300 Fillmore    292-6199
Papyrus
2109 Fillmore    474-1171
Paper Source
1925 Fillmore    409-7710

HOME & GARDEN
Design Within Reach
1913 Fillmore    567-1236
Duxiana
1803 Fillmore    673-7134
Jonathan Adler
2133 Fillmore    563-9500
Ruby Living Design
1919 Fillmore   922-1212
Studio D
2184 Sutter    346-9694
Timeless Treasures
2176 Sutter    775-8366
Zinc Details
1905 Fillmore    776-2100

JEWELRY
Aumakua
2238 Fillmore    673-4200
Eric Trabert Goldsmith
2420 Fillmore    567-8887
Gallery of Jewels
2115 Fillmore    771-5099
Linco & Co.
1908 Fillmore    931-8228

NEWS & BOOKS
Browser Books
2195 Fillmore    567-8027
Juicy News
2453 Fillmore    441-3051
Marcus Books
1712 Fillmore    346-4222

PETS
Aqua Forest Aquarium
1718 Fillmore    929-8883
Barry for Pets
1840 Fillmore    346-8899
George
2411 California 441-0564
Pets Unlimited
2343 Fillmore    563-6700

www.FillmoreStreetSF.com

RESALE
Crossroads Trading Co.
1901 Fillmore    775-8885
Goodwill Industries
1699 Fillmore    441-2159
Next-To-New Shop
2226 Fillmore    567-1627
Repeat Performance
2436 Fillmore    563-3123
Seconds to Go
2252 Fillmore    563-7806

SERVICES
Artists Inn
2231 Pine  346-1919
Bank of  America
2310 Fillmore 650-615-4700
Copy.net
2404 California    567-5888
Invision Optometry
1907 Fillmore    563-9003
Jet Mail
2130 Fillmore    922-9402
Music Lovers Audio
2285 Bush    345-8111
R. Carrie Insurance
2140 Sutter    567-7660
S.F. Boot & Shoe Repair
2448 Fillmore    567-6176
Skyline Cellular
1920 Post    751-8282
UPS Store
2443 Fillmore    922-6245
Walgreens
1899 Fillmore    771-1568
Wells Fargo
2100 Fillmore   396-4453

Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, 

fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore 

is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.     — Gourmet magazine


