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What Now for the Clay?

How Theater
Dodged a Bullet
at Last Minute

By Taomas ReynoLps

I1SCUSSIONS  between owner
Balgobind Jaiswal and the
San Francisco Film Society

began last December after Landmark
Theatres decided it could no longer
afford to continue to operate the ven-
erable Clay Theater, which has been
showing films on Fillmore Street for
100 years.

The lease had actually expired two
years earlier.

“The Clay has been in trouble
financially for several years,” said Ted
Mundorff, CEO of Landmark. “So
we've been working on what we could
do to prolong the probable demise of
any single-screen theater.”

In January there were further dis-
cussions between the Film Society and
the owner.

“The best use was the Film Society,”
Mundorff said. “We thought it was a
really good fit.”

The Film Society sponsors the San
Francisco International Film Festival
— the nation’s oldest — and programs
a screen year-round at the Sundance
Kabuki Cinemas in Japantown. The
society also sponsors a wide-ranging
program of other film-related events
throughout the year from its head-
quarters in the Presidio.

.

Both the owner and the Film Soci-
ety found their negotiations frustrat-
ing.

“After three months, I could not
accomplish anything,” said Jaiswal. “So
T hired lawyers and spent thousands of
dollars and they could not help me. So
1 took over again. Back and forth, back
and forth. It was exhausting. I've been
in business for 30 years and T've never
seen anything like this.”

“We don't know what he wants,”
countered Leggat, head of the Film
Society. “It’s like trying to hit a target
in the dark.”

Landmark agreed to keep the the-
ater operating while the landlord and
the Film Society negotiated, hoping
there would be a seamless transition.

SF ENCLUSIVE
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A CENTURY OF FILM — The Clay Theater has been in business on Fillmore Street
for 100 years, primarily showing foreign films. In better days — when its neon
signage still lit up the night — the theater hosted exclusives and premieres.

“But that didn’t work out,” Mun-
dorff said. “It didn't seem to be going
anywhere. We were at the end of our
rope. All I could do was bring them
to the altar — I couldn’t make them
marry.”

.

So on August 10 Mundorff made
the call he had hoped to avoid. He told
Clay Theater manager Chris Hatfield
to prepare to shut down the theater at
the end of the month. The staff posted
a notice in the box office wndow
announcing that Sunday, August 29,
would be the Clay’s final day, and word
— and shock and dismay — began to
spread through the neighborhood and
the city’s film community.

At that point, Leggat and support-
ers of the Film Society decided to go

public with their attempt to get the
owner of the Clay to rent or sell them
the theater. Leggat said the society
offered to match the rent Landmark
was paying — even though he said the
theater does not comply with disabil-
ity requirements and needed at least
$200,000 in improvements.

“We're willing to refurbish and
re-energize the Clay,” he said in mid-
August. “We care deeply about the soil
in which we're planted.”

.

As the Clays final weekend
approached, Mundorff flew up from
Landmark’s Los Angeles headquarters.
A San Francisco native who grew up
in the Sunset — and whose parents
enjoyed seeing movies at the Clay —
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Film Society,
Owner Agree
to Resume Talks

HE OWNER of the Clay Theater
invited leaders of the San
Francisco Film Society to meet

on September 13 to resume discussions
about the Film Society’s desire to lease
the historic Fillmore art house.

Graham Leggat, executive direc-
tor of the society, said he is eager to
proceed.

“It’s certainly progress,” Leggat
said. “It’s a better sign. How good it is
remains to be seen.”

At the same time, owner Balgobind
Jaiswal — who also owns the Blu and
Cielo women's clothing boutiques on
Fillmore Street, as well as the build-
ing that houses Marc by Marc Jacobs
— has retained an architect who is
exploring how the Clay might be
reconfigured to accommodate three
smaller theaters. And he may seck to
build four townhouses on top of the
theaters to help fund the project.

“We are committed to keeping it as
a theater,” Jaiswal said. “We are trying
to find a long-term solution, rather
than being back in the same situation
in two years.”

Jaiswal has retained Charles Kahn,
a Berkeley architect who he said “has
worked with Landmark Theatres and
is quite familiar with the problems of
single-screen movie theaters and how
to go about making the theater more
viable.”

Leggat said he expects to meet with
both Jaiswal and Kahn.

“It’s a question of the details,” Leg-
gat said. “There’s nothing entirely sac-
rosanct about a single-screen theater.
Tt would strictly be a question of how
good the designs are.” The bigger issue,
Leggat said, is what kind of improve-
ments the building needs and who
pays for them.

Neighborhood residents appeared
before the city’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission on September 1 to
request the Clay be designated a city
landmark. That would protect the
architecture. Any change of use would
require a conditional use permit. The
addition of residential units might a
require an environmental impact report.

0




CERAMICS

Annual of America

Largest ceramics exhibition & fair in the country

»

[
Exhibition & Fair |

Sept.10-12

LECTURES -l |

Fri. 10am-8pm
PANELS Sat.  10am-8pm
TOURS Sun.  10am- 6pm

B
e
.
opening reception and preview party
Thursday Sept 9, 5:30pm - 9:00pm

For more information : 1.877.459.9CAA

ceramicsannual@gmail.com

www.ceramicsannual.org

$10 per day. $45 for preview party. FREE for children under 18.
Kids N’ Clay childcare at event.

Anthony Kearns

Lyric Tenor~Founder, Irish Tenors ~ Benefit Co

FURTHERMORE

Mary Ellen Pleasant (in black) is among the notable San Franciscans included in a mural
in the lobby of the Monadnock Building at 685 Market Street created by neighborhood
artists Mark Evans and Charlie Brown. Others (from left) are politician Harvey Milk,
actress Lotta Crabtree, architect Bernard Maybeck and dancer Isadora Duncan.

SHE LIVES ON

Mary Ellen Pleasant is still making appearances

AST MONTH's STORY on the legend-
I ary Mary Ellen Pleasant [“Don’t
Call her Mammy,” August 2010]
chronicled her rise from slavery to aboli-
tionist to millionaire San Francisco busi-
nesswoman, Operating from her 30-room
estate at Bush and Octavia, Pleasant was
both praised and pilloried for her busi-
nesses and bravery, carning her a range
of monikers, including madam, murderer,
voodoo queen and ghost.

As it happens, Pleasant’s spirit has
resurfaced during the last few weeks in
several apparitions around the city.

.

Pleasant makes an appearance in the
Archive Room on the main floor of the
California Supreme Court, at 350 McAl-
lister Street, in an installment on the state’s
early legal history titled “Civil and Uncivil:
Constitutional Rights in California.”

Her place in legal history was secured
when a streetcar conductor in North Beach
refused to stop and allow her to board.
‘When a passenger urged him to stop, the
conductor replied: “We don't take colored
people in the cars.”

Pleasant sued, blazing a trail for civil
rights in the state — and earning her
another moniker as the “mother of civil
rights in California.” She won, but the
California Supreme Court overturned the
judgment in 1868. Nonetheless, her case

was the impetus for a statute passed in
1893 prohibiting segregation and exclusion
on streetcars.

.

Pleasant also appears in a mural in the
lobby of the Monadnock Building at 685
Market Street. She is depicted in profile in
the shadows of a mural titled “San Fran-
cisco Renaissance” with other local icons
and rabble-rousers.

.

And Pleasant is the main attraction in
the San Francisco Ghost Hunt, a three-
hour walking tour that promises to unveil
the city’s “most notorious historic haunted
places” and introduce “real ghosts from
wild and romantic times gone by.”

‘The tour begins nightly, except on Tues-
days, at 7 p.m. at the Queen Anne Hotel
at 1590 Sutter, just across the street from
the park in her honor at Octavia and Bush,
where Pleasant’s spirit is said to endure.

Ghost Hunt warns: “People who say
bad things about her in the park have had
objects dropped on their head, or fallen sud-
denly as if pushed. The sudden appearance
of a crow seems to herald Mary’s presence,
and she has even taken her human form
and walked among the trees and bushes. If
you make a respectful request of the voo-
doo priestess on that corner, and find favor
with Mary, it is said that your request will
come true.”
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A salon meant to be

A bright orange awning at 2434
California Street heralds the arrival
of SALON YUNI.

Owned by local resident Yuni
Cho, the salon manages to be both
homey and starkly modern, with a
mostly white interior accented by
fuchsia touches and eight orange
client chairs.

Cho says the decision to open
the new salon was spurred by an
unwelcome intruder. “I had breast
cancer last year,” she says, “and
it changed my life to a different
view.” With chemo and radiation
now behind her, Cho sports a jaunty
wig and surveys her new digs with
pride. She worked at the Lotte salon
on Fillmore for seven years and at
a number of other neighborhood
salons before opening her own.

“It was really meant to be,” she
says of her new salon, which is
just a half-block from her home.

In search of a health club, Cho
wandered into Fit-Lite — the
previous tenant — and learned it
was closing in two weeks.

“The spot was a little big — and
that scared me. But every time |
passed by, it called out to me,” says
Cho. “I always dreamed I'd have my
own salon in Pacific Heights. But |
never thought | could be so close to
home.”

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS

Young Activists Vow to Fight on Union St.

Bring back the fun, say the leaders of a feisty new ‘enrichment association’

I'TH THE opening of a number of
new restaurants, Union Street is
showing signs of recovery from

the economic doldrums that led to a spate
of shuttered shops on the street.

But a new group of young residents
and business owners says more aggressive
change is needed in the neighborhood, and
has formed the Union Street Enrichment
Association to do the job.

“Save Union Street”is the battle cry and
the name of a new Facebook page, which
proclaims: “Union Street in Cow Hol-
low has gone from a busy street with lots
of businesses to a ghost town filled with
boarded-up remnants of days gone by.”

“The Union Street Enrichment Asso-
ciation was sparked out of a need to save
Union Street from a long stretch of vacan-
cies and failed business driven by archaic
local association practices, real-estate profi-
teers and shortsighted residents,” said Phil
Boissicre, one of the leaders of the new
group. “The goal of the new youthful asso-
ciation is to transform Union Street into

New restaurants — including Cafe Des
Amis, right — have helped Union Street

avibrant, Ily healthy
center.”

"The group was spurred by growing frus-
tration among younger merchants and resi-
dents, who say old-timers have sapped the
life from Union Street and opposed new
businesses that could bring fresh energy to
the street. They were prompted to action
when Giordano Brothers, a North Beach
eatery, was denied a permit to open on
Union Street earlier this year after nearby
residents complained.

rebound, but a new group
says a more youthful attitude is needed.

Their frustration grew when one of
Union Street’s new bar-restaurants, the
Brick Yard, was halted by the city from
creating an outdoor patio fronting Union
Street because it did not have proper per-
mits. The patio was formerly enclosed.

Boissiere promised “all hells gonna
break loose” when the issue comes before
the Planning Commission this fall.

Complainers “are now trying to prevent
outdoor seating and other creative means
to bring business to Union Street,” Bois-
siere said. “All of this is culminating on the
heels of the apparent war on fun that the
Alcoholic Beverage Control has been wag-
ing on San Francisco nightlife.”

“The Brick Yard hosted the group’s public
launch party on August 30. A full house of
young enthusiasts showed up for $2 beers
and exhortations from group leaders and
local politicians to become more involved
in civic affairs. City Attorney Dennis Her-
rera and Supervisor Bevan Dufty — both
mayoral aspirants — and several candi-
dates for the board of supervisors were also
there, along with a representative from the
League of Women Voters offering to regis-
ter people to vote.

Boissicre called the insurgent organiza-
tion a “resistance movement against the
established merchants and their failing
association.”

Leslie Leonhardt, executive director of
the Union Street Association, a longstand-
ing coalition of local merchants, said busi-
ness on Union Street is finally improving,
and credits new restaurants — especially
the upscale Cafe Des Amis — with driving
the recovery.

“We don't have a dispute with them,”she
said of the new association. “We want them
to thrive. We want to all work together.”

Leaders of the Union Street Association
were not invited to the Brick Yard party,
and the head of a local residents association
was turned away.
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Proposition B, which will be on
the ballot in November, addresses not
only the City’s escalating pension
costs for city employees, but also
health care costs. There are two pro-
visions to the measure. The first re-
quires all city employees, including
elected officials, to contribute be-
tween 9-10 percent towards their re-
tirement pensions. Currently, nearly
half of City employees do not con-
tribute towards their pensions. The
second requires that city employees
contribute more towards their fami-
ly’s health care costs.

Here are the facts about the costs
of health care to taxpayers for the
city’s 26,000 employees and 28,000
retirees:

Currently, the City is spending
$456 million for city employee and
dependent health care each year.
According to the City Controller, this
number is expected to double within
five years.

The Controller estimates that the
City’s retiree unfunded health care li-
ability is growing by $300 million
annually.

Under Proposition B, all City em-
ployees and retirees will continue to
receive 100 percent of their health-
care benefits paid. However, instead
of the City paying 75 percent of de-
pendent health care costs, all City
employees will share 50-50 in the
cost of the healthcare for their depen-
dents.

THE WAY IT IS NOW - Under
the lowest cost health plan:

* A city worker with no depen-
dents pays nothing for his or her
healthcare and the City pays $481.70
per month.

* A city worker with one depen-
dent pays $8.84 per month and the
City pays $953.50 a month.

« A city worker with two or more
dependents pays $228 per month and
the City pays $1,132.54 a month.

« All of these payments into
healthcare by city employees are
with pre-tax dollars.

UNDER PROPOSITION B:

* A city worker without depen-
dents would still pay nothing.

* A city worker with one depen-
dent would pay, on average, $241.76
per month.

* A city worker with two depen-
dents would pay $439.79 per month.

(Sources: City Controller,
Department of Human Resources,
Health Service System)

COMPARED to what the average
private sector employees receive:

« Only 60 percent of San
Francisco businesses offer health
care benefits for employees.

* Private sector employees with no
dependents who do receive health
care must pay an average monthly
cost of $402 (compared to City em-
ployees who contribute nothing) and
pay $1,114.58 with dependents.

* And while 100 percent of public
sector employees receive retiree
health benefits, only 29 percent of
private sector employees receive

The Facts About Health
Care for City Workers
Under Prop. B

by Jeff Adachi

such benefits.

Keep in mind that the average San
Francisco city employee earns
$93,000 a year, not including bene-
fits, compared to $46,000, which is
what the average private sector em-
ployee who works in San Francisco
earns.

According to the Health Service
System, Proposition B would save
the City $83.3 million annually in
health care costs. Some of these
funds can be used to preserve health
programs for vulnerable adults and
children who do not have health care
coverage.

Even with these changes, City em-
ployees will receive a benefit pack-
age that is unparalleled in the private
sector. More importantly, however,
the City’s health care fund will be
made more sustainable and the sav-
ings from this measure will help pre-
serve the essential services that are
relied upon by all San Franciscans.

Opponents of Prop B have said:

In the voter’s guide, the oppo-
nent’s argument states that Prop B
“cuts health care benefits for widows
and children of police officers or fire-
fighters killed in the line of duty.”
This is untrue. Under California state
law (section 4856 of the Labor Code,
passed in 1997) families of deceased
public safety officers are entitled to
receive health benefits “under the
same terms and conditions prior to
the death of the employee.”
Proposition B does not change this.
In addition, under the federal Public
Safety Officers’ Act, widows and
children of police officers and fire-
fighters killed in the line of duty re-
ceive $275.000.

The opponents have also declared
that Proposition fails to “distinguish
between low-wage and highly-paid
workers.” San Francisco has never
based contributions by city employ-
ees on the income level of its em-
ployees. All employees have always
paid the same amount, regardless of
their income level. Proposition B
does not change this.

The opponents also say that
Proposition B “makes San Francisco
ineligible for $23 million a year in
federal health care reform funding.”
This is not true. Nothing in
Proposition B makes San Francisco

ligible for federal rei
of health care costs.

Proposition B creates a reliable,
annual funding stream of support as
opposed to “one time” savings mea-
sures and uncertain state and federal
revenue that San Francisco can’t al-
ways count on.

This is why 49,178 San Francisco
voters signed the petition to put
Proposition B on the ballot.

VOTE YES on Proposition B! For
more information, please visit
www.sfsmartreform.com or to help
on the Prop B campaign, call (415)
905-9100.

Jeff Adachi is the public defender
for the City and County of San
Francisco.

©2010 SF Smart Reform | Paid for by Pension Reform Charter Amendment Supported by Public Defender Jeff Adachi
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CRIME WATCH
Malicious Mischief paying. The security officer signed a citi-
California and Fillmore Streets zen’s arrest form. The suspect was booked
August 8, 7:45 p.m. for burglary at Northern Station.

An officer received a call from a restau-
rant concerning a man who had broken a
glass door. The officer spoke with the res-
taurant manager while additional police
searched the immediate area. The manager
said the suspect walked into the restaurant
and asked for a can opener. The manager,
who was busy with customers, told the
man she didn't have time to look for one.
When the man angrily shouted expletives,
the manager told him to leave, which made
him even angrier. He finally did leave the
restaurant, slamming the door behind him
and shattering the glass. Officers located
a man nearby who matched the suspect’s
description and the manager signed a citi-
zen's arrest form. The man was cited for the
offense and must appear in court at a later

Driving Under the Influence
Geary Boulevard and Laguna Street
August 18, 6:45 p.m.

Officers responded to a report of a man
who was driving in a reckless manner. A
few minutes later, another officer received
a call concerning a male driver who had
passed out behind the wheel of a car. They
soon discovered both reports involved the
same individual. A medic accompanied
investigating officers to the scene to make
certain there was no medical emergency.
‘They determined the man was unable to
answer simple preliminary questions and
was too unstable on his feet to perform
the field sobriety test. A breathalyzer test
showed his alcohol level was .32, four times

date. the legal limit. The suspect was booked into
county jail.

Burglary, Unlawful Entry

Fillmore and Ellis Streets Vandalism to Vehicle, Resisting Arrest

Fillmore and Pine Streets
August 19, 11:45 p.m.

A caller reported that a man attacked
a taxi driver. When officers arrived, they
found the suspect pacing and shouting
obscenities. The taxi driver told the officers
that the man tried to flag down his cab. As
he drove past, the man threw his backpack
at the cab, then ran up to the vehicle and
swore at the driver. He punched the cab’s

August 16,12 p.m.

An officer viewed a videotape of a bur-
glary in progress featuring a man breaking
into a business on Fillmore Street. Later the
officer was in court to testify on a criminal
case when the individual he had seen on
the videotape walked into the courtroom.
The officer alerted several other policemen
nearby and took him into custody.

Burglary windows, then kicked the mirror and broke
Webster and Ellis Streets it. The driver signed a citizen's arrest form
August 17,3:15 p.m. for damages to the car. The suspect was

Officers received a call from a local gro-
cery store; a sccurity officer was detaining
an individual. Officers at the scene were fighting with them. Eventually the officers
told a man walked into the store, picked up  subdued him and he was booked at county
four boxes of Advil and walked out without  jail.

intoxicated. As the officers were attempt-
ing to place him in the police car, he started

Thank You San Francisco Neighbors
for supporting 75 Years of Excellence at
City College of San Francisco.

On the Occasion of the College’s Diamond Jubilee,
You are invited
to celebrate the Grand Opening of The NEW Multi-Use Building
on the Ocean Campus made possible by your favorable bond measure vote.

Friday, September 24 at 5 p.m.
followed by“The Best of Jazz” Concert
in the Diego Rivera Theatre at 7 p.m.

FREE Admissi FREE Parking
For more information, visit www.ccsf.edu

MASSES
SUNDAY
5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil)

7:30, 9:30 & 11
1:30, 5:30 & 9:00 pm
WEEKDAYS
6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm
SATURDAY
7:40 am Rosary, 8:00 am Mass
PRAYERS & SACRAMENTS
The church is open for prayer all day
and into the early evening
Liturgy of the Hours (Daily)
Morning Prayer 7:15 am/Sat 8:00 am
Evening Prayer 5:00 pm
Reconciliation Sat 5:00 pm,
Sun 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 5:00 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Mon & Wed 8:30 am & 6 pm
Tue & Fri 8:30 pm

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner) = (415) 567-7824 = Free Parking
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City College Update

By Dr. Anita Grier

herever I speak about City College, the
well-publicized misuse of public funds
in 2005-6 dominates the conversation;

people want to know what went on behind the
scenes and how such abuses escaped notice of the
Board of Trustees.

« How could $10,000 for rent on a college parking lot be
diverted to a political campaign—even a campaign for
City College improvements?

« How could $28,670 raised by PepsiCo for beverage sales on campus be diverted
to the Foundation of City College, a politically active organization?

« How could public funds, $7,000 from the non-profit College Bookstore Auxil-
fary and $3,000 from a campus coffee shop, end up as political donations?

« Are there other misuses that have yet to be discovered?

I can’t comment on specific charges until the case is settled, but I believe the
oversight role of the Board of Trustees needs to be enhanced in order to prevent
future questionable expenditures. I don't believe that any of the current mem-
bers of the Board had any knowledge of the funds in question, but we are obliged
to ask why we were left in the dark about these transactions.

Ibelieve we need to adopt San Francisco’s Sunshine laws to make our records
more easily available to the public, the press, and the Trustees. Four years ago I
drafted and proposed that similar laws be adopted by the Trustees that would
mirror San Francisco’s improved access to records but the administration at City
College has been dragging its feet on implementation, presumably to keep its
records out of the public eye.

The current standard for open records at City College is the California Pub-
lic Records Act, which provides minimal access. It is used statewide. It has gap-
ing holes so large that bureaucrats can simply ignore requests, refusing to release
documents just because they allege it is not “in the public interest” to release
them. In effect, this gives every employee veto power over disclosure of records
and has been one of the most misused sections of the CP]

San Francisco voters approved Sunshine (Prop G) in 1999, allowing much
stronger public access to records. The Board of Trustees approved similar
changes four years ago, and recommended that the various departments and
organizations within the institution review their procedures and evaluate the
specific changes set forth by the Trustees.

‘What's happened since? We know very little. We do know that at one point
our attorney advised that the documents were “lost”

Last month I reintroduced the Sunshine measure and at the next meeting of
the Trustees it will be considered. At a preliminary hearing, there were no dis-
senting comments from my colleagues, i.e., we appear close to agreement.

Sunshine will ban the “public interest” withholding maneuver, and include
a 24-hour Immediate Disclosure requirement. We still need to be vigilant, of
course, but with this better access, City College of San Francisco will take the
lead towards open government among community colleges in California.
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Plus FREE
Cooler Bag!

e ala carte » all natural s green s chocolate o best cookies ever e brownies o cupcakes ® pot pies e turnovers s comfort ¢ homestyle o
e IN4IIND2Q e 2A1LD21D o SN0J2UDE e AIPUBIL4 PIY @ WNA WNA e SNOIDIALSDS @ SNOILAWNIIS e [N410]0D e 3SIBAID e INJIOADI} e Ysali e J1UDBIO o

nutritious e international » easy * homestyle ® made from scratch e convenient

FUNDS

FOR FRIENDS

A benefit concert for CESP’s Friendship Line

September 11, 2010
11 Pirata

2007 16th St in San Francisco
(between Potrero Ave & Utah St)

« $20 online ($30 at the door)

« Door Prize Raffle

« www.fundsforfriends.org

FEATURING

« Likeiloveyou

« The Big Fold

« District 8

« Kaitlin McGaw

13

= 111y

SUPPORT 104 AND THE FRIENDSKIP LINE

Please join Institute on Aging for our second annual benefit
concert helping to support CESP's Friendship Line.
All ages are welcome!

All proceeds go to the Friendship Line, the emotional support
hotline of Institute on Aging, a San Francisco nonprofit serving
the Bay Area’s senior community for ovel ar:

L2

Institute on Aging
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New artificial turf
playing fields are
already in use at
Kimbell Field, and a
new playground is
in the works for the
adjacent park.

Street Party, Park Celebration Coming Sept. 19

‘ApANTOWN and the Fillmore will be at

the heart of the action when the city’s

Sunday Streets program comes to the
neighborhood on September 19.

Parts of Post and Fillmore Streets will be
closed to traffic from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
turned over to pedestrians, cyclists, run-
ners and dancers. The route extends south
through the Western Addition including
Jefferson Square and Alamo Square.

Between noon and 3 p.m., a community
barbecue and picnic will celebrate the grand
opening of the recently renovated Kimbell

Field at Steiner and Geary. There will also
be music and sports demonstrations.

The playing fields have already been in
use by sports teams for much of the sum-
mer. The new artificial turf fields are per-
‘manently lined for soccer, football, baseball,
softball and lacrosse. City Fields Founda-

"There’s also a batting cage, the only one

in a San Francisco park.

Foxtail Hunt,
Fall Social at
Lafayette Park

NTICIPATING  Indian  summer

weather, the Friends of Lafayette

Park will hold a free fall social in
the park on Friday, September 24, from 5
to 7 p.m. featuring refreshments and live
entertainment.

1t’s one of several neighborhood events
concerning the park scheduled this month.

The Friends are working in coopera-
tion with the city’s Recreation and Parks
Department on a $10 million renovation
of the park. Tmprovements are planned
to the playground, tennis courts, dog run
area, paths, irrigation and other amenities.
‘The second of three community planning
sessions for the renovation will be held on
Monday, September 27, at 7 p.m. The loca-
tion is still to be determined.

On Saturday, September 11, from 9 a.m.
to noon, the semi-annual foxtail hunt at
the park is scheduled. Work will focus on
weeding toxic foxtails, which can be fatal
to dogs if ingested.

‘The Friends of Lafayette Park formed
to bring neighbors together to enjoy and

‘With the recent reopening of Hamil-  improve the park. Among the group’s regu-
ton Recreation Center on the north side lar activities is a park cleaning and green-
of Geary, the recreational facilities in the ing workday on the first Saturday of each
neighborhood have been almost entirely month. Experienced gardeners supervise

revamped and upgraded.

volunteers, and tools and gloves are pro-

a
The remaining projectis the construction  vided, although volunteers are encouraged

tion, which funded the ion and
operates the fields, estimates an additional
3,580 hours of playing time ate now avail-
able because of the artificial turf, which
is impervious to weather. There are new
bleachers, benches, bathrooms and lights.

EILEEN
FISHER

>
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MILL VALLEY

WALNUT CREEK

SAN FRANCISCO

STANFORD SHOPPING CENTER

of a playground in Kimbell Park, which is  to bring their own small weeding tools and
adjacent to the playing fields. A new group,  gloves.

Friends of Kimbell Park, is making recom-

To get involved, or for more informa-

mendations. For more information, go to  tion on activities at Lafayette Park, go to

friendsofkimbellpark.weebl

org.

BODY & SOUL

By Davio McGuire

neighborhood — the Pacific

Heights Health Club on
Pine near Fillmore — and I love
it there: great vibe, wonderful
people, tons of fun equipment. Tll
never complain about my workout
facility or its ability to kick my
behind.

But sometimes a voice inside
tells me to bust out of the club
and take it outside. Seriously. T
hear it loud and clear. And I think
everyone should listen to that voice
once in a while. Your body needs it.
Your spirit needs it. You need it.

Breathing fresh air is free,
mind-clearing, positive-thought-
generating therapy. We spend
more than enough time confined
inside, inhaling filtered air and
walking on flat, carpeted, boring
surfaces.

But outside is life at its best
— an uncontrolled environment
that challenges your entire body
and all of its systems, nervous
to circulatory. The up and down
terrain and changing temperatures outside offer our
bodies many challenges that simply can't be found
within the four walls of a gym. Outside surfaces that
are unstable, unpredictable and multilevel turn your
balance up a notch and force many of the small stabilizer
muscles within your body to step it up, get busy and stay
the course.

The perfect outdoor gym is right here in our
neighborhood. Alta Plaza Park looks as if it were
designed by someone who enjoyed exercising outside.
The grand stairs facing Clay Street, for example, scream

IWORK in a health club in the

Fresh air is free, mind-clearing, positive-though

interval training: four perfectly identical short sets of
stairs to sprint and walk up in countless different ways.
"The little set of stairs right before the very top should
be called the “Be Proud of Yourself” stairs, because if
you start at the bottom and make it to the top without

When you're done with that, start your descent back to
Clay Street and climb again. The second set is always
easier than the first.
A few more possibi
the stairs at Alta Plaza:

ies for an exciting workout on

therapy, says local trainer David McGuire.

Alta Plaza: Perfect Outdoor Gym

Turning all those steps into a free fitness program

stopping, you deserve to give yourself a pat on the back.

GUY KORNBLUM
+ & ASSOCIATES -

ATTORNEYS

We are celebrating Over 30 Years
of Service and Results.

\

Guy KORNBLUM

Named Legend Society
“Top Lawyer” in 2010

“Best Lawyer”
in the Bay Area ina
Nob Hill Gazetee poll

Selected again as a
“Super Lawyer”
for 2010 (since 2006)

Our speciality is in representing our Clients in
Mediations, Trials, Arbitrations, and Appeals.
We know how to get leverage and use it
to resolve your case efficiently and effectively.

Some of the Areas in Which Our Firm Specializes:
« Wrongful Death

« Business Litigation/Disputes

« Serious Personal Injury

« Insurance Bad Faith

« Insurance Coverage (Personal and Commercial)
* Tax Shelter Fraud (/RC 419)

« Life Insurance Sales Fraud

* Elder Abuse

* Professioal Malpractice

* Real Estate Litigation

+ Medical Malpractice

Our initial consultation is free; we work on a
contingency or fee-based structure. There are
many alternatives that can make our services
available to you. Visit www. kornblumlaw.com
for more information.

1388 Sutter Street, Suite 820, San Francisco, CA 94109

415.440.7800°

www.kornblumlaw.com

Coffee table $879

NEW IN TOWN

Stop by your local BoConcept Brand Store this fall to see our exciting new collection of furniture and accessories, featuring
style, function and affordable luxury. While you're there be sure to pick up a free copy of our new catalog filed with inspiring
home interiors and beautiful new designs. Visit us online 1o find out about our housewarming parties this September.
www.BoConcept.com

= Do all four flights once and
time yourself. Now beat it. Now do
them two at a time.

= See how many times you can
do all four sets, top to bottom, in
20 minutes.

= Do 15 push-ups at the top of
every set.

= Travel up each set sideways,
changing your lead leg with every
flight of stairs.

= Try to jump up every other
step. How far can you go? Take
your time and be confident.

"These options are far more
challenging and exciting than the
controls on any piece of cardio
equipment. And the view of the
city from the top of the park
makes any climb worth it.

We're heading into one of
the best times of year in the city.
Following behind the frigid
weather we've been having is an
Indian Summer preparing to call
us out to play. There are going to
be perfect, sunny, warm, wonderful
days when that little voice is
yelling at you to get outside. Listen
and obey.

"The air will be clear, the sun will be shining and the

il

Alta Plaza stairs will be waiting for you. Challenge
yourself and your body a little differently and resist the
familiarity, comfort and routine of your workout.

The Stairmaster or treadmill wont mind a day

off — and your muscles will be thrilled with the new
stimulation.

David McGuire, a certified personal trainer and group
exercise instructor, runs an outdoor fitness and personal
training business at dmcguirefitness.com.

N

$399

Stool $159

urban design

BoConcept SOMA - 101 Townsend Street - San Francisco, CA 94107 - 415 371 0100 - soma@boconcept-ca.com
BoConcept Fillmore - 1928 Fillmore Street - San Francisco, CA 94115 - 415 625 2800 - fillmore@boconcept-ca.com
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News of

.
Reprieve
Came at
Midnight
» FROM PAGE ONE
he found the final days difficult. He was
at the Clay when the last show let out
on Thursday, and employees and former
employees were stopping by to say goodbye
to the theater.

“It was a very, very emotional time for
everyone in the organization,” Mundorff
said. “We don't like losing one of our chil-
dren.” He added: “T would feel this way in
any other city, but probably not as much.
San Francisco is dear to me.”

The next day, on Friday, August 27, he
was in contact with the landlord.

“I was hopeful during Friday's discus-
sions that we could make something hap-
pen,” Mundorff said. An agreement was

finally struck in the carly hours Saturday
morning to keep the Clay operating.
.

“It was terrific,” he said. “We were
ecstatic about continuing to operate the
theater and our landlord was happy, too.”
He called the Clay Saturday afternoon and
told the staff there was a reprieve. “I felt
a little like the governor picking up the
phone to call San Quentin,” he recalled.

“We were already in the process of mak-
ing plans to leave”when the call came from
Mundorff, said Hatfield. “We were told to
stop — that we would be sticking around
for a while.”

As it happened, the Clay was sched-
uled to host a final midnight showing of
the Rocky Horror Picture Show on Saturday
night. As Rocky Horror fans lined up in
costume for one final showing and sing-
along, Hatfield and fellow manager Michael
Blythe decided they would announce the
good news to the sold-out audience before
the film began.

“There couldn’t have been a better time,”
said Hatfield. “We broke the news on stage
right then and there. If the theater were
any older, it might have shook apart.”

“When we made the announcement,
the crowd went nuts,” said Blythe. “It was
a blast. It went from a funeral to a celebra-
tion real quick.”

Mundorff credits Jaiswal with making

Sunday, September 12
12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
1101 Van Ness Avenue, SF
front entrance driveway
(outside, top of ramp)
former Cathedral Hill Hotel
Refreshments will be provided.

Meet and talk with the medical and
planning teams for the proposed
hospital at Van Ness & Geary.

Proposed hospital and medical office building at \Van Ness and Geary (above), patient acute care room (below)

Learn about San Francisco’s new proposed,
earthquake-safe hospital!

WA =S T BN TR bRV R

9H12H . E¥A
THL2BEETFIE
1101 Van Ness Avenue, SF
AN AT I

(BN A L)
LI Cathedral Hill 195 4247
At

AT AL B NI/ N 5
I, S SGRTERET BRI Van
Ness 47 Gearyf#) .,

RebuildCPMC.org

For more information, contact
Frieda Edgette at edgette@barcoast.com or
(415) 364-0000.

it possible to keep the theater operating.

“Both of us were motivated to keep
the theater open,” he said. “But the land-
lord made it happen. Without him, this
wouldn't have happened.”

He added: “It was a great victory for all
of us who love movies.”

Said Jaiswal: “They cannot afford to stay
here. T told them, Tl give you free rent, just
pay my property taxes and charges.’ It was
not easy for me to let Landmark occupy
the theater rent free. In the interest of all
the merchants and the neighbors, I felt this
was the best option.”

“No, not for free,” Mundorff said when
asked about the rent. “But he’s been very,
very kind.”

“This is obviously not a permanent solu-

At the Clay,
as at other
theaters, the
concession
stand is an
important
source of
revenue.

PHOTOGRAPH BY
KATHRYN AMNOTT

tion, but it buys us time to find a permanent
solution,” Jaiswal said. Either party has the
option of ending the agreement with 30
days’ notice.

“I'm going as long as we can,” said
Mundorff.

“Itis going to be indefinite until I find a
solution,” said Jaiswal.

.

By midday Sunday, still suffering from
the after-effects of Saturday night's cel-
cbration, Blythe was struggling to figure
out how to announce the news on the
theater’s marquee in the limited space and
dwindling number of letters available. By
the time the 2:30 matinee of Zhe Concert
began, there was a short but sweet message
on the marquee: “THE SHOW GOES ON!”

Early Detection Saves Lives
Peripheral Artery Disease (PAD)

treatment available for PAD.

> Diabetes
Smoke or previously smoked

>
>
» Poor healing of minor wounds
>
>

PAD is a serious disease affecting 8 million Americans and nearly 1in 3
people age 70 and over. When fatty deposits build up in the arteries

it can lead to stroke, heart attack, amputations, and even death. The
UCSF Heart and Vascular Center is home to some of the world’s top
vascular specialists who provide the most advanced diagnosis and

If you are over age 50 and have any of the following, you may be at risk:

Leg pain when walking or foot pain at night

High blood pressure or abnormal cholesterol
Heart disease, prior heart attack or stroke

Talk to your doctor to see a UCSF vascular specialist.

Three convenient locations:

» Greenbrae (Marin County)

or call (415) 353-2357

» UCSF Medical Center at Parnassus
» Mission Bay (Opening in November)

Visit www.vascular.surgery.ucsf.edu

UGSF Medical Center

Heart & Vascular Center

©
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By KaTHERINE PETRIN

EFORE THE advent of film, San
B Francisco was known as a great the-

atre and live entertainment town. In
the pre-carthquake era, before the city was
built up and outlying neighborhoods fully
developed, “places of amusement” were
found throughout the city and included
gardens, dance halls, at least one opera
house and the Ingleside Racetrack.

"Theatres, however, with the exception of
the Chinese Theatres at 632 Jackson and
814 Washington Streets and a few others,
were located on, or near, Market Street.

Motion picture theatres evolved from
turn-of-the-century ~ storefront  theatres
and nickelodeons to high-style neighbor-
hood playhouses and downtown movie
palaces as the result of many economic, cul-
tural, and architectural influences. Archi-
tecturally, movie palaces evolved out of the
designs of traditional “live” or “legitimate”
theatres, as well as other building types
such as churches, hotels and royal palaces.
However, the first movie theatres were cre-
ated by modifying existing buildings, retail
storefronts or vaudeville theatres. Adding
a free-standing ticket booth, bold signage
and a brightly lit marquee completed the
motif and drew patrons.

Apart from nickelodeons, San Francisco
had six dedicated movie houses by 1910,
over 30 by 1914, and 63 by 1920.

As the city developed outward, neigh-
borhood movie theatres followed. As going.
downtown to a movie was more expensive,
many people preferred to wait a few weeks
and sce films within walking distance of
home. Most of San Francisco’s neighbor-
hood movie theatres opened between 1910

W EXCERPT

A lavish new book celebrates the city’s movie theaters.

Palaces for the People

The evolution of film theatres in San Francisco

was no different, with the exception of the
Bridge (1939) and the now-demolished
Noe (1937). By 1940, post-Depression and
pre-television, the number of movie the-
atres in San Francisco reached an all-time
high of 79. The city’s population, then close
to 635,000, resulted in a per capita count of
one theatre per 8,000 people.

Chinese theatres had been in business in
Chinatown since the 19th century. Other
cinemas screened foreign language films in
German, Italian, Filipino or Spanish, spe-
cific to a particular neighborhood or eth-
nic enclave. International cinema arrived
on the scene in 1935, when the Clay was

and 1930, in tandem with the develop
of new neighborhoods along streetcar lines.
Gem-sized theatres like the Clay on Fill-
more Street or larger theatres like the New
Mission and Alexandria were developed in
the 1910s and 1920s.

.

San Francisco’s pioncering motion
picture familics, the Blumenfelds, Levins,
Naifys, Nassers, Corts, Jues and, later, the
Lees, each developed and operated their
own circuits of theatres. Early on, the most
prominent theatre operators were Samuel
H. Levin, whose theatres included the
Metro, Balboa and Harding; and Abra-
ham Nasser, whose holdings included the
Alhambra, Castro and Royal Theatres.
Other operators owned theatres through-
out the city, but most theatres were con-
trolled by one of six or so familics.

Nationwide, theatre construction slowed
during the Depression. From 1930 to 1932,
the number of operating movie theatres
decreased from 22,000 to 14,000 as atten-
dance declined. In San Francisco the story

1 as the Clay T )
a showcase for foreign film. After World
War 11, foreign films came into vogue. In

1949, the World at 649 Broadway switched
to a program of international film, as did
the Surf on Irving Street eight years later.
‘The Vogue and Bridge Theatres also played
forcign films. North Beach’s Pagoda Palace
showed Chinese films in the 1970s.

.

The city’s film sophistication can be
measured by the success of the first inter-
national film festival in the United States.
Organized in 1957 by Bud Levin, son of
Samuel Levin, the two-week event at
Union Street’s Metro Theatre was mod-
eled on the great international festivals of
Cannes, Venice, Berlin and Edinburgh and
drew a packed house and Hollywood stars.

Across the country, urban centers were
in decline and downtown theatres were

S

decimated by weak attendance in the 1950s
and 1960s. Market Street fell out of fash-
ion as an entertainment district as televi-
sion gained momentum and middle-class
families migrated to the suburbs. Although
multiplexes appeared throughout the coun-
try by the 1960s, San Francisco had limited
potential for such development. Neighbor-
hood theatres remained first-run venues
in San Francisco until the late 1980s, long
after similar theatres in other cities went
dark.
.

Movie palaces appeared in neighbor-
hood commercial areas initially as less
expensive second-run houses. Like Market
Street, the concentration of movie theatres
on Mission Street made it a destination for
entertainment. Between 1906, just after the
earthquake, and 1930, more than a dozen
motion picture theatres were erected on or
adjacent to Mission Street between 16th
and 24th Streets. The construction of the
New Mission Theatre, and later the EI
Capitan, both extraordinary movie palaces,
confirmed the status of the Mission Street
Miracle Mile as a major neighborhood
rival to Market Street.

The Fillmore District was a popular
entertainment district before the 1906
carthquake, and even more so after. Fill-
more theatres included the Harding, Lyric,
New Fillmore, Orpheum/Garrick, Princess,
Temple, Uptown, Victory and the Chutes
at Fillmore and Eddy Streets, which incor-
porated moving pictures and other amuse-
ments. Many of these theatres remained in
operation until the redevelopment efforts
of the mid 1970s led to demolition.

.

Neighborhood theatres took on greater
prominence when they began to feature
first-run movies. Starting in the mid-1950s
with Oklahoma! at the Coronet, big new
releases bypassed Market Street. Despite
the general success of neighborhood the-
atres, overall theatre attendance began to
decline in 1949, the same year the Coronet
was constructed.

Approximately six theatres were con-
structed in San Francisco during the 1940s.
None were constructed during the 1950s.
‘The last single-screen theatres built in San
Francisco were the Northpoint (1966) and
the United Artists Cinema Stonestown
(1970). Of the surviving San Francisco
movie palace buildings — the Alexandria,
Alhambra, Avenue, Castro, EI Capitan, E1
Rey and New Mission — only one, the
Castro, operates as a film venue. The oth-
ers exist in varying states of integrity, some
irrevocably adapted for other uses.

Excerpted from Left in the Dark, published

by Charta Books Ltd. For more information,
wisit leftinthedark.info.

optometry

eye examinations contact lenses artful frames

1907 Fillmore Street

(Between Bush & Pine)

San Francisco
415 563 9003

www.invi

nopto.com
Edna F. Lee, O.D.,
Clifford A. Lee, O.D., FA.A.O.
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W SALOONS | CHRIS BARNETT

Harry’s
Steps Up
Its Game

iLLMORE hotspot Harry’s is headed
Fﬂyr a change. It’s not a facelift;

the design and decor still look
fresh after a quarter century of civilized
salooning and dining in the daytime and
ear-splitting revelry at night. Instead, the
cocktail culture is getting an update by
mixologist Michael Callahan, who heads a
consultancy called Raising The Bar.

“We're upgrading and fine tuning
the bar program, but holding on to the
energy,” he says.

"That translates as better brands in the
well for the $6 cocktails and the addition
of rare, small batch spirits such as Clase
Azul — which Callahan calls “an amazing,
sipping tequila”— and the new Beefeater
24 gin, which has 12 botanicals including
Japanese and Chinese teas distilled along
with the juniper berries.

Callahan, who works behind the bar on
weekends, also has an idea for a new twist
on bottle service. It’s not just a full bottle
and four glasses, like pricey nightclubs
peddle. Instead, servers will balance a full
750 ml. bottle of Manhattans or Negronis
with the four glasses. The cocktails in the
bottle wll be made nightly, combining the
best bourbons, bitters and fresh-squeezed
juices. No word on the price yet.

.

THE HAPPIEST HOUR: Neighborhood

9am

Business is booming at Harry’s on Fillmore, but it's upgrading its bar program anyway.

quaffers thirsting for a bargain converge
daily between 3 and 7 p.m. at Thai Stick,
home of the longest and most affordable
happy hour on the boulevard. Draft beers
are $2, the house wine is $3 and well
cocktails are $4.

A half dozen snacks, at $5 each, are
a happy addition for nibblers. Besides
shrimp and springs rolls, a favorite is the
chicken satay — six skewers of grilled
white meat, with zesty peanut sauce
and a tart cucumber salad.

.

YOU READ IT HERE FIRST: Happy hour at
the recently revived Long Bar at Fillmore
and Clay is weekdays from 5 to 7 p.m.
New owner Reza Esmaili, working behind
the bar on a recent Saturday afternoon,
was noodling the concept when pressed
for details. “Okay, I'll decide right now. All
$5 drafts will be $3. Certain wines by the
glass, normally $7 and up, will be $5. Well

farmers’ market

saturdays,

- Tpm

the freshest selection of

locally-grown

produce direct from the farmer

all year-round

we gladly accept EBT

L) 4 Your Food,
1 Your Community,
Your Farmers' Market

& wi
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cocktails will start at $6 instead of $7,” he
declared. He also promises “vermouth on
tap”soon and predicts drinking it straight
will become au courant.

And Esmaili says a new chef, known
for his American style cooking, will take
over the kitchen on September 9, but he
won't reveal his identity just yet. And don’t
be surprised if the Long Bar sports a new
name before long.

.

BETTER BITTERS: When D&M Wine
and Liquors opened at Sacramento and
Fillmore a few years after Prohibition
was repealed, it sold bourbon and beer.
Current owner Joe Politz added wine in
the early 60s: Gallo, Italian Swiss and
Petri by the gallon. “I sold gallons of Red
Mountain and told customers it had one
grape per bottle,” he says.

When other liquor shops added wine,
Politz switched to champagne. “Until

Keep your visitors
in the neighborhood

2231 Pine Street
Between Webster/Fillmore
415.346.1919 « www.artistsinn.com

10 or 15 years ago, we were the largest
champagne retailer in the U.S. We sold
more Dom Perignon than anybody,” he
crows. Now D&M is aiming again to be
ahead of its competitors by devoting prime
space near the register to an assortment of
bitters. Originally an alcoholic remedy for
seasick sailors, bitters punch up everything
from cocktails to club soda. In addition

to the requisite Angostura, D&M

carries German-made Bitter Truth, Fee
Brothers, Peychaud from New Orleans
and a handful of the estimated 80 brands
distilled worldwide. Prices are $6 to $17.
Serious libation lovers carry their favorite
bitters with them.

.

FINAL CALL: Personable and popular
barkeep Fabian Oregon has exited the
Elite Cafe after a two and a half years
behind the plank. The Napa native,
coincidentally, was just profiled in the
Examiner’s mixologist column, but
cringed at the term as too high-falutin’.
Oregon, previously behind the bar for San
Francisco saloon legend Perry Butler at
Perry’s on Sutter Street, is said to be “in
discussions” with several thirst parlors.

Meanwhile, the Elite’s 4 to 6 p.m.
oyster hour rocks on with California
oysters at a buck apiece and Washington
State and British Columbia oysters
fetching $2 each. Wash them down with
bubbly like Veuve Cliquot at $12 a flute,
versus its usual $17, or a Schramsberg
brut rose for $9 instead of $12. Some
better wines are discounted during the
120 minutes, too — including Stags
Leap chardonnay at $10, down from $13
and Cakebread sauvignon blanc at $9,
compared to its usual $12.

F1%) CAFE - RESTAURANT

-1 CATERING

[e] 2210 Fillmore
[@ (at Sacramento)
(@ 5an Francisco
] 415.921.2956

www.cafelamed.com

o

BEER $2.75 rl,r-
- - 4

A

-

PIZZERIA BR

B SPORTSBAR M PIZZ& MW DELIVERY H

& POPULAR NEIGHBORHOOD HANGOUT SPOT

pY HOU,
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UNO‘;S CUCINA

IN THE HEART OF THE FILLMORE JAZZ DISTRICT
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

SFBRUNOS.COM | 1375 FILLMORE | 415-563-6300

50% OFF ALL
APPETIZERS
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Curbside Café

Under new ownership!
French-American cuisine

=

since 1989
[l )
Serving breakfast, lunch
& dinner, as well as fabulous LA
weekend & holiday brunches —

Fresh lunch boxes to go Chouquet's, at 2500 Washington Street
2417 California at Fillmore atfillmore, welcomes two new
929.90: specials to its offerings.
wiwSFCurbside.com Diners can enjoy a delicious, classically
prepared French 3-course dinner
(appetizer, entrée and a dessert]

for $29.95 per person.

Monday.-Friday Sam - 10pm
‘Weekends 8am - 10pm

This special is available
every night from 5:30pm to 7pm.
Also, on Mondays all bottles of wine
are 50% off.

Lunch daily: 11:30 - 3
Dinner nightly: 5:30 - 10
Weekend brunch: 10-3

415.359.0075 * w m

FOOD & DRINK

An Eco-Bohemian

Original owner of Frankie’s, now a rancher and
organic winemaker, returns with new ideas

By ANNE PaprockI

16 changes
Bnre in store
for Frankic’s

Cafe,
the bar and restau-
rant at the corner
of Divisadero and
Pine that has been
a local favorite for
nearly two decades,
known for its big
beers, giant burg-
ers, Czech flair and
casual atmosphere.

But  soon the
mugs of Krusovice
beer and bar fare
will make way for
organic wine and
cog au vin when the
place is reincarnated
in late September
as Frankie’s Bohemian Eco-Kitchen.

Masterminding the rebirth of Frankie’s
is Pacific Heights resident and original
owner Josef Rusnak. Eighteen years ago,
Rusnak and his then business partner,
Frankic Pazderka, opened the casual din-
ing spot to considerable success.

“I lost the coin toss when it came time
to name it,” Rusnak says with his devilish

Bohemian

Thanks for voting us
Best Pizza
in 7x7 Magazine’s 2010
Reader’s Choice Awards!

PIZZERIA

DELFINA

—haw sEmEm

2406 California Street | 415-440-1189

Josef Rusnak is back — with his
own wine — at Frankie's, which will
undergo a transformation this month.

Albacore Tuna Conserva

Preserved in house, w/ Marnated Cannelini Beans and

Watercress

Fresh-Stretched Mozzarella

wiMiid Aruguia, Crostini and Extra Virgin Olive Oi

Spicy Cauliflower

wi Calabrian Chiles, Capers, and Breadcrumbs

pollo al Diavolo

Fulton Valley Chicken rubbed with Peperoncini, Black Pepper.
iy

Ziti wiMeatbals, Sausage, Tomato, Mozzarelia, Ricotta.

Lasagna wr Escarole, Ricotta, Tomato, Mozzarella

Neapoletan Meatballs in Sugo

Two Dozen Meatballs (Pork, Beef, and Veal) Served in Tomato

Sauce. Comes with Olive O Crostni

Amarena Cherry Sundae Kit

Vanila Gelato, Amarena Cheries, Whipped Cream, Candied

Pitachios, Chocolate Sauce

AllBottied Beverages available at 10% offthe Ist price.
d tensls avalabl

smile. Now, 12 years
after selling Frankies
to return to Europe,
he is back and ready
to make changes
inspired by his time
away.

‘The updated res-

taurant, slated to
debut after a mid-
month  makeover,

will feature wine on
tap, all-organic pro-
duce and new Euro-
pean entrees near the
$10 mark.

In its first years,
Frankie’s was a hot
spot. “It was very
lively and youthful at
one point,”says Rus-
nak. “When T left, a
lot of the customers
did too.”

It’s casy to see why Rusnak is such a
draw. With his warm wit and friendly man-
ner, he stops to chat with nearly every diner
and drinker — kissing women’s hands and
liberally dispensing hugs and food advice
all around. “Tell me before you come in
next time,” he says to one couple. “T'll make
something special.”

TOPAGE 12 B

EW TAKE AWAY CATERING MENU

Porta Via
Take-Away Platters...

- are avaiable at Pizzeria Delfina California St.
- require 2 days advance notice.

- serves 10-12 people

Insalata Tricolore

Awugula, Radicchio, and Endive, w/Lemon Vinaigrette and
Grana Padano

"FLORIO

Rose season is in full swig!

Try our selectons from France, Italy, Argentina,
the Basque region of Spain and California!

Look for Florio Cafe & Bar on Facebook. Become a fan!

twitter.com/floriosf
floriosf.com

The Elite Cafe

Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street ¢ 415.67ELITE
www.The Elite Cafe.com

"
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Frankie’s Gets an Eco-Kitchen,
But the Brambory Will Remain

> FROM PAGE 11

Rusnak’s passion for food and hospital-
ity originated in his childhood. He split his
time between the Czech Republic and Italy
and loves the food from both countries.

“My grandfather had a restaurant and
a small grappa refinery,” he says. “And my
grandmother was an excellent cook. She
had her own wood oven to bake bread in.”
At 14, Rusnak decided to enroll in hotel
school.

.

Rusnak is also a wine connoisseur. In
Europe, he exported Ttalian and Spanish
wines to Central and Eastern Europe, and
he is a licensed sommelier. Now he is also
a partner in Beaver Creek Vineyard, an
organic winery located in Middletown, in
Lake County.

In fact, his connection with Beaver
Creck is behind many of the changes com-
ing to Frankic’s.

“I have my own ranch with my own ani-
mals and vegetables now;” he says. “It’s all
organic. There’s no reason to serve anything.
else if T can serve the best.”

All of the produce at Frankie’s Bohe-
mian Eco-Kitchen will come from Bea-
ver Creck. And unlike other restaurants
with farm-to-table philosophies, Rusnak
promises that the food at Frankies will be
affordable, too.

“I won't raise prices,” he says, “because
there’s no middle man — so I don't have
0.

.
‘The food at the new Frankie’s will be
inspired by the cuisine of France and Cen-
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tral Europe. Rusnak, who created Frankie’s
current menu 18 years ago, says his new
offerings will include cog au vin, leg of lamb
and duck from Beaver Creek, along with
some Hungarian dishes.

He is also planning a more authentic
version of Frankie’s staple, the brambory. A
Czech specialty, the brambory on the cur-
rent menu was created with the American
palate in mind.

“Before, I didnt think Americans
wanted an authentic brambory,” says Rus-
nak, “but now I feel differently.” The current
incarnation is a bit like a large zucchini and
potato pancake, with toppings that include
cheese, meat and vegetables. “We’ll do it
Czech style now, with organic pork and
sauerkraut,” says Rusnak.

Even his signature burgers will be get-
ting an upgrade.

“We're going to start making our own
hamburger rolls,” he says. “This is an abso-
lute must.” Eventually, he also plans to bake
homemade pastrics, including poppysced
kolache, and breads with walnuts from the
vineyard. Wine from Beaver Creck will be
available on tap for $6 a glass, and the wide
selection of beers that has been a hallmark
of Frankic’s will still be available.

Though  Frankie’s Bohemian Eco-
Kitchen will sport an entirely new decor,
replacing the current license plates and
vintage ads, he wants to maintain the laid-
back, friendly atmosphere — and hopes to
attract a large neighborhood clientele.

“It’s meant to be a place for good, healthy
food and fun,” he says. “It’s really a return
to good home cooking,” he says.

Pacific Heights
Entre Buiding
Offered at $6,500,000
Exquisite Beaux
Arts View Single
Family Home or
Two Legal Condos.
#2230 (Ful-Fioor
Penthouse Condo)
52,900,000
#2232 (Grand
‘Two-Level Condo):
000

22302232Green com
Stephanie Ahlberg
(415)321-4232
Barbara Stein Fr

(415)321-4246

Russian Hill
$879,000

Quiet 28D/28A
Condomninium. Quiet
on Van Ness? Yes!
Perfecty located on the|

quiet north end of Van
Ness Ave near vibrant

2918VaniNess.com
Ron Sebahar
(415) 321-4295
Katie Lyons
(415) 321-4280

2666PineStreet.com

Katie Lyons
(415) 321-4280

There’ll still be a wide selection of beer on tap at Frankie’s, says returning owner Josef
Rusnak, but he'll also offer wine on tap from his organic winery in Lake County.

Pacific Heights
$899,000

Bright and Spacious
Penthouse Condo.
2BD/1BA plus parking.
Old-world cham and
hip location combine
for the best of al
worlds. Located ina
cozy 10-unit Edward
E. Young designed
buiding, blocks from

Lower level hes fiexidle

floor plan for a possiole

play room.

518-9thAve.com

Adrian Stevens Marie Carr

(415) 321-4334 (415) 321-4305

Lake Street District|
$749,000

Charming 2
Level 2BD/2BA
Condominium. This
charming updated
condois on the

top floor of a unit
buiding i the choice

SF's best restaurants,
shops, cafes, JCC
&The Presido, Easy
commute! Lovel
1BR/1BA (4 room flex
floorplen) flt updated
fom front to back.
333PresicioAved.com
Marcus Miller
(415) 321-4245
John L. Woodruft
(415) 321-4266

parking and storage.
2539L akeStreet.com
Mary Lou Myers
(415) 321-4244

We are a proud member of the
Who's Who In Luxury Real
Estate international network,
affiliated with 5,108 offices in 65 countries,
and the world’s foremost luxury real estate
website, www.luxuryrealestate.com.

HILL & CO.

REAL ESTATE
(415) 921-6000 « www.hill-co.com
Offices on Union Street and 24th Street,

And Two Offices on Lombard Street
(415) 321-4296

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

single Family Homes BR BA PK Sqft Date Asking sale

2621 Lombard St 3 1 1 1479 8210  $825000 $760,000
1850 Laguna St 3 225 1 2496  8/9/10 $1,695000  $1,640,000
2344 California St 3 2 2 2267 7/19/10 $2025000  $1,850,000
3206 Jackson St 4 35 2 3000 7/22010 $2395000  $2,200,000
2816 Laguna St 3 35 1 2934 81210 $1995000  $2,200,000
3112 Washington St 3 25 2 2807 7/22/10 $2,750,000  $2,775,000
2440 Washington St 4 35 2 3642 81310 $2,849000  $2,849,000
3368 Jackson St 7 7 2 5673  8/9/10 $3995000  $3,500,000
3003 Jackson St 4 35 2 5142 72010 $3500000  $3537.500
2430 Scott St 4 45 3 4400 /310 $4,095000  $3910,000
23 Presidio Ave 5 5 2 8/10/10 $4,900,000  $4,585,000

Condos /Co-0ps /TICs /Lofts
1450 Post St #202

2415 Van Ness Ave #306
1800 Washington St #514
1449 Baker St #1

2971 California St #3

2999 California St #502

2701 Van Ness Ave #302
1800 Washington St #815
1877 Greenwich St

540  7/19/10  $200,321 $175,000
7123/10  $439,500 $437,550
476 7127/10  $470,000 $450,000
1033 8/11/10  $474,000 $469,000
676  8/10/10  $549,000 $535,000
989  8/12/10  $549,000 $550,000
793 8/13/10  $589,000 $575,000
7122110 $619,500 $587,500
7/22/10  $589,000 $589,000

1449 Baker St #2 1400 81110  $699,000 $693,000
2760 Sacramento St #7 1220 7/28/10  $749,000 $743,000
3657 Clay St 988  7/23/10  $759,000 $747,000

3544 California St
1568 Union St #203
1701 Jackson St #201
1998 Broadway #1001
1818 Lyon St #A

1715 Pierce St #1

2722 Pine St

2308 Divisadero St #A
1818 Lyon St

3316 California St #3
1943 California St
2865 Jackson St #5
3320 Washington St
2043 Green St

2353 Pacific Ave #1241

7128/10  $795,000 $795,000
7/22/10  $815,000 $815,000
1270 8/10/10  $829,000 $818,000
1040 7122110  $850,000 $835,000
1557  7/27/10  $849,500 $849,500
1398 8/10/10  $899,000 $876,525
1396 7/19/10 $1,095,000  $1,025,000
1900  8/6/10 $1,140,000  $1,110,000
1867  7/23/10 $1,248500  $1,250,000
1779 7/27/10  $1,359,000  $1,340,000
1990  8/5/10 $1,375,000  $1,360,000
8/13/10 $1595,000  $1,555,000
2335  8/12/10 $1,950,000  $1,787,500
2608  7/16/10 $1,950,000  $1,950,000
2958 8/12/10 $2,150,000  $1,970,000
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The Regency-
style gem at 23
Presidio Avenue
with sweeping
views of the
Presidio closed
at just under
$4.6 million.

-

A strong showing for summer sales

sales increasing significantly and single family homes decreasing slightly.

The condos that sold spent an average of 69 days on the market, while
single family homes averaged 54. All things considered, that's a pretty strong
showing for the summer, which is generally a slower market. While historically
low interest rates have provided the backbone for sales activity in recent
months, lack of new inventory is likely to slow September sales.

Sales in the last month include two properties that bucked the trend toward a
longer time on the market and sold quickly. After only 13 days, 3112 Washington
Street — a modernized home with more than 2,800 s. ft. that was originally
designed in the early 1900s by noted architect Edgar Mathews — was pending,
and ultimately sold slightly over the asking price. In similar fashion, 2816 Laguna
Street — an updated 2,934 sq. ft. Victorian — sold in just seven days at more
than 10 percent over asking. These sales demonstrate that qualified buyers
do respond quickly to well-priced homes in the current market environment.
Another notable sale was 23 Presidio Avenue, a Regency-style gem with
sweeping views of the Presidio.

Condominiums and TICs generally take longer to sell than single family
homes, but for properties that languish, not all hope is lost. A two-bedroom,
two-bath condo on Steiner Street that did not garner the desired offer for
purchase after 53 days on the market nonetheless generated a lot of interest
with renters — and ultimately rented for a very desirable monthly rate with a
two-year lease.

NEW LISTINGS: Nestled on a tree-lined block between Pine and Bush in a row
of Italianate Victorians, 1719 Broderick Street has quintessential San Francisco
period charm with modern updates, including designer kitchen and baths and
French doors opening to a peaceful garden. Priced to sell at $1.575 million, this
house is sure to draw buyers returning from their summer vacations. Listed at
$2.775 million, 2416 Gough Street, between Broadway and Vallejo, is an even
more spacious early 1900s 3,500 sq. ft. home featuring views of the Golden Gate
Bridge from the top level. This home last sold in July 2008 at just over $3 million.
Finally, 1988 Greenwich Street, between Broderick and Webster, is a three-
bedroom, two-bath spacious modern condo with abundant storage and two-car
garage parking. Aggressively priced at $879,000, this listing has generated quite
a buzz from what appears to be significant pent-up buyer demand in the under
$1 million Cow Hollow condo market.

L AST MONTH 38 listings closed, up from 35 the previous month, with condo

— Data and commentary provided by VICTORIA STEWART DAvIs at Pacific
Union. Contact her at vdavis@pacunion.com or call 345-3760.
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JANE OYER

Landscaping
Janet Moyer One of the Award winning design-
Landscaping is a “100 Fastest Growing “Outstanding
full - servis Private Companies Achievement” Award
landscaping company in the Bay Area California
ecializing in SF Business Times, Landscape Contractors

2008 & 2009

h'a

415-821-3760 - 1031 Valencia Street, San Francisco - jmoyerlandscaping.com

sustainable landscapes Association, 2007 & 2008

Landscape Contractor License 853919 - Pest Control License 36389

What'’s next
in your life?

Get inspired, find your passion,
and chart your path to a
fulfilled future through Coming
of Age programs, workshops &
volunteer opportunities!

Discover.
Connect.
Take Action.

COMING OF

NEW ! “Explore Your Future”

workshops begin September 16

in San Francisco. Visit

www.ComingofAge.org/BayArea

or call (888) 308-1767 for more info.
BAY AREA

Capturing the Talent,
Energy & Expertise of People 50+

CALIFORNIA SHELL
AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR

Brakes & Tires
Check Engine Lights
Computer Diagnostics
Factory Scheduled Maintenance
15K, 30K, 45K, 60K & 90K Services
Cooling System & Transmission Problems
Smog Tests & Repairs for Failure
Batteries & Starting Problems
Minor Repairs of all Types

EUROPEAN + JAPANESE + AMERICAN
E Fast, Friendly & Guaranteed

2501 California at Steiner = (415) 567-6512
Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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A Book
About Music
With More
Than Words

In local author’s e-book,
you hear the performances
he’s writing about

By Mark J. MrreneLL

ou MaY have read recently that
YNew York author Pete Hamill's

new book is going straight to digi-
tal format, skipping print altogether. But
the Fillmore’s own Arthur Bloomfield has
beaten him to it.

Bloomfields latest book, More Than the
Notes, made its debut online a few weeks
ago at morethanthenotes.com and is avail-
able at no charge. In addition to his lyrical
prose, it includes more than four and a half
hours of music clips, enabling readers to
hear the precise performances he’s writing
about.

.

Bloomfield is a respected scholar of
music, having written 7he San Francisco
Opera, 1922-1978. He performed in the
Stanford Chorus under both Pierre Mon-
teux and Bruno Walter. He also writes
on architecture and cooking in the books
Gables and Fables and The Gastronomical
Tourist.

His new book was inspired by a passion
for music and the knowledge that there is
more to music than the notes on the page.
In this era of electronic and digital repro-
duction, it is casy to lose sight of the fact
that each performance of a given piece of
music differs from all others. We tend to
forget that, if you wanted to hear music
as recently as 125 years ago, you had to
go where it was being performed or play
the music yourself. Bloomfields book
reminds us.

More Than the Notes is about conductors
— specifically, conductors who were born
in the later half of the 19th century. While
we can read about carlier performers and
conductors, these are the earliest we can
actually hear.

.

Arthur Bloomfield knows a lot about

music and assumes that most of his read-

R "'"ﬂ”n-

o A Pl

Old world charm with modern
convenience and luxury
MENTION THE NEW FILLMORE FOR
SPECIAL NEIGHBORHOOD RATES!

1590 Sutter Street » 415.441.2828
Www.queenanne.com
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY SUSIE BIEHLER

1In addition to Arthur Bloomfield’s lyrical prose, the e-book
includes more than four and a half hours of music clips.

ers will have some familiarity with the
terms, the scores and the composers, if
not necessarily all of the conductors he
has chosen to spotlight. Because he never
condescends, he manages to educate
gently — at least somewhat gently. Music
is about passion and Bloomfield is a pas-
sionate listener.

Bloomfield grew up around a radio and
heard the various weekly broad by the

the old broadcasts and the enthusiasm he
discovered as a child and young man hear-
ing the performances. Of course, he also
performed under a couple of the batons,
which adds a touching human element to
his discussions.

It is the insight that Bloomfield brings,
however, that will light up any music lover.
He discusses each conductor, providing

L .

some  bi b — but

great American orchestras under some of
the best batons of all time. There is a joy to
the sections of the book in which he recalls

more important, he goes into detail about
specific performances, giving the dates of
the recordings or broadcasts.

o?mzﬁ/é

guilt free green jewelry

mine our

The booKs opening essay on Fritz
Reiner gives a sense of his flavor and also
his subject:

What, forever asks the commentator, does a
conductor really do?

Well, he does the sort of thing Fritz Reiner
is doing in the full-page portrait decorating his
French RCA recording of the Bach orchestral
suites. His baton-bolding hand raised crisply
above his head, a handsome show of starched
white shirt-cuff next thereto, hes fixing the
left side of an invisible orchestra with a look
that might terrify a Martian, a call to action

flamed in part by an instant invocation of
stage despair, or maybe it’s the sullen dignity of
a challenged monarch (here, now, this instant,
the most important thing in the world is your
entrance!) while his left hand waits in reserve
at waist level, ready to italicize a point.

He is, in other words, mesmerizing bis
musicians into sharing with him one hundred
and one percent, as if by instantaneous trans-

fusion, an_emotional moment, some superb
phraseological felicity transferable by a mag-
nificent glance. Ordered yet passionate, this
optical sting is emblem of a style almost stark
in its beauty yet rich in nuance of the subtlest
and warmest sort.

‘This word picture conjures the conduc-
tor’s function as well as Bloomfield’s love
for music and his musical erudition, which
is always laid on lightly.

.

A few words about the format: This
is a book that’s available online only at
morethanthenotes.com. The conductors are
arranged chronologically and you click on
a name to read a particular essay. In most
books about classical music, there are long
musical examples in print. Some books also
come with CDs that can be cued up.

But for this book, the online format has
a serious advantage. Bloomficld tells you
about the details of a performance, then
you can click on a link and listen to that
exact performance as you read his words.
‘There are also different versions of the
same pieces by different conductors, so you
can get a strong sense of cach musician’s
personal style.

More Than the Notes will reward you and
renew your sense of wonder about serious
music. You will find yourself going to your
CDs — or vinyl, if you're of a certain age
— and checking to see who is conduct-
ing and which pieces they perform. It will
attune your car to the differences among
conductors and increase your appreciation
of music and music making. And it will
also entertain you.

Not bad at all for the web.

Neighborbood poet Mark ], Mitchell’s first
chapbook, Three Visitors, is being released
this month by Negative Capability Press.

KAREN PALAMOS, m.f.T.
PSYCHOTHERAPY

Specializing in therapy with
visual artists, writers, musicians
and other creative people

For individuals and couples
who experience
« creative blocks
* anxief
« debilitating self criticism
« isolation and related concerns

(415) 835-2199
Bush Street @ Octavia
CALICENSE MFC38971

mQ&A

Discovering the
Secrets of the Score

What motivated you to write your new book on
legendary conductors of the 19th century?

‘When T was 11, my mother started taking me
downtown once a month to the White House
department store. It was where Banana Republic is now.
Up on the fourth floor they had a record department.
She'd buy me old Victor and Columbia albums. And she
also gave me a book of record reviews. I said: “What’s
the point? Isn't Beethoven’s Fifth always the same?”

She emphatically said no.

In a way, that was the genesis of this book.
Even then you lived in the neighborhood?

1 grew up in Presidio Heights at Clay and Locust
and went to the old Town School on Alta Plaza Park.
My father was a professor at Stanford Medical School,
which is now California Pacific Medical Center. We
would take the No. 4 streetcar along Sacramento Street,
down Fillmore to Sutter, make a left and go downtown.
And those trips downtown led you to become a music critic.

In the 60s and 70s I was a music critic for the Ca//-
Bulletin, which became the News-Call-Bulletin, and later
for the old Examiner.1 left the Examiner to become a
freelance writer, mostly on music and food. I spent a lot
of the 1980s researching the conductors book.

You say the book aims to clear up some of the “received
wisdom™ about conductors. In what way?

T had long felt there was not a book that made a
sufficient distinction between conductors — nor a book
that told enough about what conductors really do: What
are the decisions they make about tempo, balance, etc.,
all of which can affect the emotion of the performance
as it goes from mood to mood.

‘What this book does, first, is tell the kind of decisions
a particular conductor made. You get some sense of how

e A

“What we've done may
be unique.”

— ARTHUR BLOOMFIELD,
author of More Than the Notes

his mind works. And second — and quite important

— you get a good idea of the many ways in which the
secrets of a score can be discovered. There's a great quote
from the English writer and pianist Susan Tomes: “The
score is the map, but not the journey.”

Your book itself is something of a tome.

It’s about 100,000 words. I've been working on it a lot
for about four years — but I've been thinking about it
for 30 years.

And yet it's not a book, but a website with sound clips.

‘The advent of the technology — to have sound clips
— came at a perfect time. It’s on the cutting edge. T

- -Briﬁging San Francisco'schoolSto [fes

Seeking a French immersion program?

4 l. The néw'ZephyrSF.éom 1

¥ Want admission probabilities?
' =Need latest STAR test results?

b

Compare 200+ public and private school u
i . s

Zephyr Real Estate. We're all about San Francisco.

wasn't accustomed to listening to music on my computer,
but when I heard the sound coming out, I was ecstatic.

And T had Dick Wahlberg a block up Webster
Street to help. He also grew up in Presidio Heights. He
uses my basement to store part of his record collection
and is a great sound engineer. So I had technical help
nearby I'd known forever. We had a number of sessions
making the clips and decided together when the clips
should begin and end. Tt was uncanny how often we
agreed. Sometimes we worked from 78s, sometimes 33,
sometimes open-reel tapes. I had almost all of the clips
in my own record library. Maybe I got a couple from
Dick, but between us we had them all.

Then I delivered my text and the master CD with the
sound clips to the site designer and engineer. By some
mysterious means, they turned them into a website.

What we've done may be unique. Just click on the
megaphone and you can play the exact passage in the
exact Beethoven score I'm writing about. It’s like a
time machine.

This is your third book in recent years — and your second
online book.

The Gastronical Tourist was published in 2002 and
had a life of its own as a book. Then in 2007 we put it
online [at thegastronomicaltourist.com]. The numbers
went up from practically zero to 60,000. And Gables
and Fables — the book of Pacific Heights architectural
history based on my wife Anne’s columns from the Nec
Fillmore — was published in 2007. It’s still available at
Browser Books on Fillmore.

Has it been an adjustment to see this new book online
rather than on the bookshelf?

It’s been a revelation. Last night I googled the book.
‘There’s something about turning on the screen and
seeing all those cross-references. It’s satisfying — and
you certainly get much better numbers.

T'm a great devotee of Browser Books. I practically
live in there sometimes. So it was a little wrenching
at first that this new book won't be there, or in the
symphony shop. But I've gotten over that.

And it’s free. It’s there for the tasting.

Pacific Heights - 415.674.6500
Upper Market - 4

Castro « 415.55.

West Portal + 4
ZEPHYR | Noevalley - 41
WasatesTATE (8 potrero Hill +415.315.0105

www.zephyrsf.com
I
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NEIGHBORHOOD RALLY
in support of the

CLAY THEATER

Wednesday, September 8
6 to 8 p.m.

Long Bar
2298 Fillmore Street




