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Supporters
Rally to Keep
Marcus Books
on Fillmore
Oldest black bookstore 
in the U.S. is endangered

I
t had been whispered on the street 
for weeks: Th e venerable New Chicago 
Barbershop had closed and another black 

Fillmore institution, Marcus Books, would 
soon be closing, too.

Before the lavender Victorian at 1715 Fill-
more that houses Marcus Books was moved 
from its original location a few blocks away 
at 1690 Post, it was home to Jimbo’s Bop 
City, a legendary after-hours joint that fea-
tures prominently in the neighborhood’s jazz 
history. Before that — before neighborhood 
residents of Japanese descent were rounded up 
and sent to internment camps during World 
War II — the 
building had 
housed the 
Nippon Drug 
Co. in the heart 
of Japantown.

“Perhaps no 
other structure 
in San Fran-
cisco has such 
an extraordi-
nary story,” 
the Chronicle 
reported in a 
splashy feature 
story in mid-
May. But the 
article did not 
mention that 
the building had 
changed hands 
at a bankruptcy 
sale a few weeks 
earlier, and that 
its street-level tenant, the oldest black book-
store in the country, was endangered.

Th at story went public on Sunday, June 
9, when the front page of the Examiner pro-
claimed “Closing Chapter” and a headline 
inside reported: “Marcus Books on brink of 
closure.”

Th e next day a phalanx of black leaders 
assembled at Marcus Books before a group of 
reporters and television cameras to decry the 
events that had endangered the bookstore.

“Complicity!” thundered Rev. Amos Brown, 
president of the local chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. He inveighed against redevelopmen

“We are 

refusing to let 

Marcus Books 

close.”
 – ARCHBISHOP FRANZ KING

JazzFest returns July 6 and 7
Fillmore Street comes alive with the sights and sounds of jazz on July 6 and 7 
when the Fillmore Jazz Festival, the largest free jazz event on the West Coast, 
returns to the neighborhood. Three stages of jazz and blues highlight the 
festival, which takes over the street from Jackson to Eddy Streets with art, 
crafts, food and drink. 
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UPFRONT

MISCHIEF & MADNESS

T
his issue of the New Fillmore includes, on pages 11 to 13, an 
excerpt from Season of the Witch, a new book by San Francisco 
journalist and author David Talbot that chronicles the city’s 

turbulent years between 1967 and 1982 — including a number of pivotal 
events that took place close to home in the Fillmore. 

Talbot has written a book full of heart and extensive research, but it’s 
not an easy read. Much of what went on during the aftermath of the ’60s 
cultural revolution here was horrifying and shameful. Among the events 
that rocked the city: the political assassinations of Mayor George Moscone 
and Supervisor Harvey Milk, street riots and the AIDS epidemic. 

No small measure of the horror and shame occurred right in this 
neighborhood — especially the disingenuous destruction wrought in 
the Fillmore by the city’s redevelopment agency, which gave rise to a 
neighborhood history of displacement and hurt that has not yet completely 
healed.

“Th e demolition of the Fillmore district was the greatest source 
of poison in the city’s black-and-white relations,” Talbot writes. “Th e 
uprooting of the neighborhood’s population not only stirred a simmering 
rage among those black residents who clung on, but also wiped out much 
of the community’s business bedrock and stable leadership. Th e subsequent 
vacuum — a social and economic void as desolate as the neighborhood’s 
weed-choked vacant lots — would attract various types of mischief and 
madness for years to come.”

At the top of the madness was the rise and fall of Jim Jones — a 
charming and politically savvy preacher who took over a former temple 
on Geary Boulevard located where the post offi  ce now stands — and 
refashioned it as the People’s Temple. At fi rst embraced and courted 
by local politicians, Jones later became infamous for leading one of the 
deadliest cults in U.S. history when more than 900 people — many from 
the Fillmore — lost their lives in a suicide pact carried out in the jungle 
of Guyana.

“Jones moved into the Fillmore at its most vulnerable moment,” Talbot 
writes. “Urban renewal czar Justin Herman had ‘literally destroyed the 
neighborhood,’ observed neighborhood activist Hannibal Williams, and 
‘people were desperate for solutions, something to follow. Jim Jones was 
another solution. He had a charismatic personality that won the hearts and 
souls of people. And people followed him to hell. Th at’s where Jim Jones 
went. Th at’s where he took the people who followed him.’ ”

Season of the Witch is available at Browser Books on Fillmore Street and 
other local bookstores.

July 20 - 21, 2013
1881 Pine Street at Octavia

75th Buddhist Church of San Francisco

Ginza Bazaar
BAZAAR
Saturday – Noon - 8PM
Sunday – 11AM - 7PM

BON ODORI & TAIKO
Sunday – 1-3PM

ctavia

 8PM
AAAAAAM - 7PM

& & TAIKO
MMMMMMMM

SATURDAY CULTURAL
EVENTS
LEVYdance
JCCCNC Hula Halau
Gen Taiko
Kendo, Ikebana, Tai Chi 
demonstrations
Accu-pressure Booth 

BAZAAR MENU AND 
ACTIVITIES
Chicken Teriyaki, Kalua Sliders,
Daruma Hot Dogs, Gyoza, 
BBQ Shortribs, Udon, Chirashi
Sushi, Hibachi Tofu, Spam Musubi,
Homemade Baked Goods, Shaved Ice,
Beer, Wine, Sake Bar

Handmade Arts & Crafts, Books, 
Silent Auction, Childrens Games, 

www.bcsfweb.org
(415) 776-3158

Benjamin Britten’s Powerful Opera

THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA

July 11 at 7:30 pm
July 13 at 2:00 pm

Everett Auditorium
450 Church Street
San Francisco

For Tickets call the San Francisco Opera 
Bo  Of ce at    

or visit merola.org.

A Quest For Power...

   A Friendship Tested...     
     A Violent Betrayal

LOCALS MADE GOOD

A
uthor, singer, poet, orator, actress and civil 
rights activist Maya Angelou has had many jobs 
in her storied life — including, when she was 

growing up in the Fillmore, a stint as a calypso dancer at 
the Purple Onion in North Beach.

Recently Angelou recalled her fi rst job: as a San Fran-
cisco streetcar conductor.

“I liked the uniforms,” she says. So the 6-foot-tall
16-year-old applied for a job. “I had seen women on the 
street cars,” she says. “I just had not noticed they were all 
white. It hadn’t occurred to me.” 

When they wouldn’t even give her an application, 
“I was crestfallen,” she says.

Th en her mother put steel in her spine. 
“Go get the job,” her mother told her. “You want it, 

then go get it.”
She went back to the offi  ce, taking along “a big Rus-

sian novel” to read while she waited.
“By the third day, I wanted to return home,” she says. 

“But I didn’t want my mother to know I wasn’t as strong 
as she thought I was. So I sat there for two weeks. And 
fi nally a man came out and asked me in.”

Her tenacity won him over — along with her claim 
of experience working as a “chauff eurette for Mrs. Annie 
Henderson in Stamps, Arkansas” — her grandmother.

“He accepted me and I got the job,” she says. “Th at 
was really my mother’s doing. She was so strict — and so 
sure about me.”

■

Angelou says her mother was again a catalytic force in 
her life a few years later.

“When I was 22, I walked down Fulton Street with 
her,” she says, between Fillmore and Steiner.

“On the corner there used to be a mayonnaise and 
pickles place,” she says. “And the aroma of the vinegar — 
I can remember it now, 60 years later.”

“My mother said, ‘Baby, I think you’re the greatest 
woman I’ve ever met.’ I looked down at her — this pretty 
little woman with diamond earrings, a beautiful smile and 
make-up — and she owned a hotel. She said, ‘Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. You’re in that 
category.’ ”

With that, her mother kissed her and jaywalked across 
the street to her car.

“I continued down to Fillmore and waited for the 
22 car,” she says. “I remember getting on the streetcar. I 
remember the wooden seat and the sunlight on it — I 
remember all of that. And I thought, ‘Suppose she’s right. 
Suppose I really am going to be somebody.’ ”

■

Some years later, still in San Francisco, Angelou says 
she was stirred by a powerful spiritual awakening. She was 
brought to Unity Church by her voice teacher, who was 
noted for working with opera stars. He passed around the 
book Lessons in Truth, the classic summation of Unity’s 
philosophy, and asked her to read a portion.

“I read a portion which said, ‘God loves me,’ ” Angelou 
says. “He asked me to read it again. And I read, ‘God loves 
me.’ Th en he asked me to read it again. He seemed to be 
putting me up for laughter,” she says, recalling that all the 
other students in the room were white and older.

“And fi nally, out of desperation, I read: ‘god. loves. 
me.’ It still amazes me. I heard it. I don’t mean I just lis-
tened to it. I mean my soul heard it,” she says. “Th at was 
over 50 years ago. And I have been a student of Unity 
from that day to this.”

Maya Angelou
Found Her Fate
Near Fillmore
‘Suppose I really am 
going to be somebody’

Maya Angelou and Unity
On Sunday, July 21, Unity Church at 2222 
Bush Street, near Fillmore, will celebrate 
its 94th anniversary and author Maya 
Angelou will join in via an intimate telephone 
interview with Rev. Denese Schellink. In the 
conversation, Angelou elaborates on her early 
experiences in San Francisco, where she fi rst 
embraced Unity’s teachings. All are welcome 
to attend the special service, which will include 
San Francisco-themed music as well as ice 
cream and snacks. The celebration will start at 
10 a.m. For more information, call 474-0440.

$10 OFF
$ 7 5  p u r c h a s e  o r  m o r e

One per customer. For in store purchases only. 
Cannot be combined with other store offers or sales

www.lalineusa.com

Indulge your senses and nourish 
your body & soul with bath and 

body care bliss!

Little treats that 
make you feel
pampered...

Visit Laline: 2106 Chestnut Street

Artisan apparel for nomads and romantics

San Francisco

Boston San Francisco Chicago    
Washington, DC Kansas City Santa Fe

peruvianconnection.com
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CRIME WATCH

Vehicle Burglary, Possession 
of Stolen Property
Bush Street and Van Ness Avenue
May 16, 12:05 p.m.

Plainclothes offi  cers conducting an auto 
burglary abatement operation received a 
call about an auto burglary in progress. Th e 
witness described the suspect as an unusu-
ally large man with a bandana covering his 
face who had removed two bags from the 
back seat of a car. 

As the offi  cers arrived, the suspect 
shouted, “I didn’t break into no car. I bought 
this stuff  from a fat guy for drugs.” When 
they ran a computer check, they learned he 
was on probation for auto burglary.

Th e police then met with another wit-
ness, who said he had seen the man work-
ing his fi ngers into the vehicle’s window; 
he managed to force it open without break-
ing the glass. Offi  cers then contacted the 
vehicle’s owner, who identifi ed the stolen 
bags as her property. Th e suspect was trans-
ported to Northern Station.

Stolen Vehicle Recovery, 
Possession of Counterfeiting Machinery
Bush Street and Van Ness Avenue
May 24, 4:35 a.m.

Offi  cers received a call from a man 
who said he was watching another man 
using a screwdriver to remove the hood 
ornament from a black Mercedes. When 
offi  cers arrived, they noted a second black 
Mercedes parked about 15 feet from the 
Mercedes that had been vandalized. Th ree 
men were inside the fi rst car, where offi  cers 
found a key fob for a Mercedes. When one 
offi  cer hit the lock button on the fob, it 
activated the lock and fl ashed the lights on 
the other nearby Mercedes. A records check 
on this Mercedes revealed it had been sto-
len. Offi  cers then checked the trunk of the 
fi rst Mercedes and found various machines 
and materials used to manufacture fake 
credit cards, along with a number of stolen 
ID cards. Th e suspects also had lists with 
people’s names and dates of birth. 

Offi  cers contacted one of the people 
who had been targeted, who told them 
his wallet, credit cards and military iden-
tifi cation had been stolen earlier in the 
year; he added that someone had tried to 
steal money from his bank account. Th e 
suspected counterfeiter was transported to 
Northern Station, where he was booked on 
numerous theft-related charges.

Burglary, Possession of Burglary Tools
Fillmore and California Streets
May 25, 12:15 p.m.

Security offi  cers in a store observed a 
man picking up $200 worth of liquor and 
stashing the bottles in a shopping bag, pass-
ing all open registers without paying. Offi  -
cers met with the loss prevention offi  cer 
who had detained the suspect; a computer 
check revealed a no-bail burglary warrant. 
Th e suspect was transported to Northern 
Station, where he was booked. 

Burglary, Possession of Stolen Property
Fillmore and California Streets
May 27, 4:07 p.m.

A witness watched while one man 
walked inside a store and picked up a purse, 
then ran out again while his companion 
acted as a lookout. Th en both jumped on 
bicycles and fl ed.

Dispatch gave the police a descrip-
tion of the suspects and their direction of 
travel. As offi  cers searched the area, they 
came across the purse thief ’s companion 
loitering in front of a nearby business. One 
offi  cer went inside to look for the second 
suspect. He found the man with the purse 
and detained him. A cursory pat search 
revealed the suspect was carrying a can of 
pepper spray, which was illegal for him to 
possess because he had been convicted of 
a violent crime in the past. Th e man sus-

pected of purse-snatching was transported 
to Northern Station and the man who 
acted as a lookout was released. 

Stolen Vehicle, Traffi c Violation
Bush Street and Van Ness Avenue
May 26, 5:08 p.m.

Plainclothes offi  cers were working in a 
neighborhood where police had received 
numerous complaints of blatant drug activ-
ity. Th ey watched while a car approached 
and parked nearby. Offi  cers recognized 
the driver as someone they had arrested in 
the past for possession of a stolen vehicle. 
Th ey ran a computer check on the car he 
was driving and learned it had been stolen. 
When they arrested the driver, they found 
a baggie of methamphetamine in his front 
pocket and a shaved key he was using to 
operate the car. Th e suspect was transported 
to Northern Station.

Driving Under the Infl uence
Sacramento Street and Van Ness Avenue
June 2, 2:05 a.m.

Offi  cers on patrol saw a silver Dodge 
Challenger with dark headlamps driving 
in the opposite direction. Th e car appeared 
to have fresh front-end damage; the front 
bumper was grinding against the front tire. 
Th ey pulled the car over. As they approached 
the driver, they noted that his movements 
were clumsy and repetitive. Offi  cers told 
him repeatedly to roll down the driver’s side 
window as he continued to fumble with 
his wallet.  When he opened the window 
they were met with the powerful odor of an 
alcoholic beverage. Th e driver said he was 
coming from a nightclub and was headed 
home to the East Bay. An offi  cer helped 
him from the car and showed him the dam-
age. He responded, “Wow.” Offi  cers then 
attempted to perform fi eld sobriety tests, 
but he refused. Th ey handcuff ed the suspect 
and transported him to Mission Station, 
where a test showed his blood-alcohol con-
tent was over twice the legal limit. He was 
booked at Northern Station.

Robbery With Force
Van Ness Avenue and O’Farrell Street
June 10, 3:15 p.m.

A man was riding Muni and using his 
iPhone when someone snatched it. Th e 
man jumped from his seat, leaped out the 
back door and chased three individuals 
involved in the theft. After several blocks, 
he caught up to them.

One suspect turned on him, punching 
him in the right temple. Th en the three 
split up and ran in diff erent directions. Th e 
man who had been robbed continued to 
pursue the individual he believed had his 
phone. 

A witness had called the police, and 
plainclothes offi  cers arrived. Th ey pursued 
the juvenile who had taken the phone 
and caught him. Th e suspect returned the 
iPhone and apologized to the man he had 
robbed. Offi  cers retrieved video footage 
of the incident from the Muni bus. Th ey 
booked the suspect at the Community 
Assessment and Resource Center.

Burglary, Possession of Stolen Property
Franklin and Post Streets
June 11, 1:41 p.m.

Dispatch received a call about a man 
and a woman who had broken into a car, 
reached into it and pulled out a small black 
wallet. Th e two then fl ed toward Van Ness. 
Th e caller described the pair, and plain-
clothes offi  cers detained them. As police 
were running a computer check, the wit-
ness rode by on his motorcycle and yelled, 
“Nice work, you got them.” Offi  cers met 
with the caller, who identifi ed both sus-
pects. A search of the man revealed a GPS 
device and an iPhone police traced to the 
burglarized car. Th e two were booked at 
Northern Station.

SAN FRANCISCO . . .
a GOOD place to be a caregiver!

Caregiving can be rewarding—but often overwhelming. If you help a loved one 
with daily activities (meals, medications, rides, finances, etc.), you can get free or 
low-cost services, information and advice from these respected SF organizations. 

Family Caregiver Alliance 

Kimochi

Openhouse

Self-Help for the Elderly

You are not alone! Call today, or learn more at: 
http://info.caregiver.org/sf.html 

Funded by the San Francisco Department of Aging and Adult Services.

Pop.

Don’t suffer another day.
Our fellowship-trained orthopedic surgeons specialize in:

The Orthopedic Leaders in San Francisco.

866-466-1401

St. Mary’s Medical CenterSaint Francis Memorial Hospital

· Sleep health
· Pain
· Libido
· Fertility
· Anxiety
· Dermatology
· Allergies
· Digestion

Fillmore Street 
Acupuncture

1756 Fillmore St.
510-928-3529

N O W  O P E N

Francisco State who founded Marcus 
Books in 1960. Matriarch Raye Richard-
son, now 93, until recently lived upstairs in 
one of the fl ats with her daughter Blanche 
Richardson, who operates a branch of 
Marcus Books in Oakland. Th e other fl at is 
occupied by her daughter Karen Johnson, 
who with her husband Greg Johnson oper-
ates Marcus Books on Fillmore.

Th e family took out a $950,000 loan on 
the building in 2006, in the frenzy of the 
real estate boom, and payments had bal-
looned to about $10,000 a month by 2009. 
Th e threat of foreclosure hung over the 
building.

Th ings came to a head when Blanche 
Richardson declared bankruptcy. Th e John-
sons had 60 days to buy the building. When 
they did not come up with the money in 
time, the building was sold at a bankruptcy 
auction to the Sweises for $1.64 million.

Th e Johnsons then had 60 days after the 
close of escrow on April 19 to vacate the 
building. By the June 19 deadline to vacate, 
their new attorney, Julian Davis, had put 
together the off er to re-purchase the build-
ing for the sale price, plus a $50,000 profi t.

He conveyed the off er to the attorney 
for the new owners, S. Seth Kershaw of 
Last and Faoro in San Mateo, but was told 
the price was now $3.2 million — twice 
what they had paid.

When the family did not vacate the 
building, Kershaw asked U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge Dennis Montali to evict them. Mon-
tali denied the motion. Neither Marcus 
Books nor Karen and Greg Johnson are in 
bankruptcy.

W
hile Davis was pursuing a 
legal resolution, supporters of 
the bookstore made good on 

their vow to fi ght to save the bookstore.
“When folks begin to attack our cultural 

institutions, they attack our very existence 
here in San Francisco,” said Ed Donaldson, 
a housing activist with the Alliance of Cal-
ifornians for Community Empowerment. 
“We cannot tolerate it. We have to stand 
up and fi ght.”

Archbishop King of the St. John Col-
trane Church is also active in the alliance. 
“We are refusing to let Marcus Books close,” 
King said. “Th e Sweises see this building as 
a profi t to turn. We see what they’re doing 
as a destruction of the African American 
community.”

So the alliance began turning up the 
heat on the new owners to sell the building 
they bought just two months earlier. More 
than 16,000 people have signed an online 
petition backing the bookstore.

On Sunday, June 16, several dozen 
supporters of the bookstore went to the 
Sweises’ church, the St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Christian Church in Diamond Heights, 
where the Sweises are deacon and sub-
deacon.

Th ey took along signs that read: “Pray 
the Sweises do the right thing: Save Mar-
cus Books.”

“We expect more from people who are 
deacon and sub-deacon at a church,” said 
Gail Meadows, one of the bookstore’s sup-
porters who went to their church.

On July 2, a group of about two dozen 
supporters went to the Sweises’ neighbor-

hood in South San Francisco to knock on 
their neighbors’ doors and leave fl yers.

“Th e way many people see this is if 
the Johnsons and their supporters are not 
comfortable in their home, why should the 
Sweises be?” said Donaldson.

Bookstore backers have also called for 
a boycott and an investigation of two cab 
companies, Royal and Big Dog, owned by 
the Sweis family.

“Th ey’re not happy about the community 
action,” said Davis, the attorney for Marcus 
Books. “Th ey’re pissed off . We don’t know 
if they’ll dig in or feel the pressure.” 

He added: “At this point they’d have to 
formally evict the Johnsons, and that could 
take some time — especially in San Fran-
cisco. Are they going to want to do that — 
to keep going down this long road? Or say 
screw it, we’ll take a modest profi t and keep 
everyone happy.”

For their part, neither the Sweises nor 
their attorney have had any public com-
ment about the issue.

B
ack on Fillmore Street, Karen 
Johnson is at her usual post at the 
front of Marcus Books.

“It’s getting to be more promising,” 
she said. “It really makes me feel good 
that everyone is speaking some truth that 
they’ve been touched by this place. I’ve 
been touched by this place, too. I’m just the 
clerk where people come in to dip from the 
lake of black wisdom.”

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
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SAN FRANCISCO’S SUMMER BACH FESTIVAL

Supporters Rally for ‘the Lake of Black Wisdom’

“Fighting to save Marcus Books”
newfi llmore.com | video

city government and predatory lending. 
“Black folks used to have a place to gather,” 
he lamented.

Supervisor London Breed recalled that 
she bought her fi rst book at the store.

“To lose an institution like the Marcus 
Books store is really the most devastating 
thing that could happen to African Ameri-
cans,” she said. “When African Americans 
were enslaved, we could not read. It was 
against the law to teach African Americans 
to read.”

Archbishop Franz King of the St. John 
Coltrane Church emphasized the build-
ing’s link to the neighborhood’s history as 
the Harlem of the West. 

“John Coltrane played in this building,” 
he said. “Duke Ellington played in this 
building. Th is building is more than just a 
learning institution. Th is is where we can 
come to commune with those spirits that 
talked about music as an instrument that 
can change the thinking of the people.”

Attorney Julian Davis had worked with 
the group to come up with a plan to save 
the bookstore. He put together an off er 
to buy back the building from real estate 
investors Nishan and Suhaila Sweis for the 
$1.6 million they had paid a few weeks ear-
lier, plus a $50,000 profi t.

“We are appealing to the people who 
bought this building at a bargain-basement 
price,” said supervisor Breed. “It’s worth 
more to us than just money. It’s our his-
tory. It’s our culture. It’s who we are as a 
people.”

Th e money would come from Westside 
Community Services, a neighborhood 
nonprofi t that uses the bookstore as a place 
to provide outreach for its services.

“Th is is one of our last great institu-
tions here,” said Mary Ann Jones, who 
heads Westside. “Many people come to us 
because we have support services here. To 
lose this institution would devastate our 
community.”

Jones recalled that her mother, neigh-
borhood activist Helen Jones, had helped 
save the building when it was caught in the 
cross-hairs of redevelopment in the 1960s.

“My mother laid down in front of this 
building the fi rst time they tried to bull-
doze it,” she said. “I think that our ances-
tors are looking down upon us and asking 
us to do something.”

T
he legal issues surrounding the 
sale of the building are both simple 
and complex.

Th e building had been owned for many 
years by members of the family of Julian 
and Raye Richardson, professors at San 

 FROM PAGE ONE

Co-owner Karen 
Johnson talks 
to a customer at 
the counter of 
Marcus Books.
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FILLMORE JAZZ FESTIVAL

A Positive, Joyous Vibe — and Music
Jazz Festival celebrates the best of the Fillmore’s past and present

I
t’s that time of year again — Fourth of 

July weekend — and for locals that can mean 

only one thing: Th e Fillmore Jazz Festival 

is back and will take over the street for the 29th 

year in a row.  With more than 100,000 people 

expected for the two-day street party, the Fillmore 

Jazz Festival means diff erent things to diff erent 

people. For artists, it’s an opportunity to present 

new material or play old favorites for hundreds 

or thousands of people. For many residents and 

festival goers, it’s a weekend to look forward 

to every year — a time to celebrate the best of 

the neighborhood’s past and present. Th ere’s a 

positive, joyous vibe up and down Fillmore Street 

as live music fl ows from block to block.

Th is year’s lineup on the California and Sutter 

stages covers a lot of ground, stylistically and 

geographically. While both of this year’s Artists-

in-Residence hail from the Bay Area, the rest of 

the lineup stretches from Vegas to Brooklyn to 

Israel and Ghana. 
■ Our JAZZ ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE, KIM NALLEY, 

is an acclaimed jazz and blues vocalist and a 

true San Francisco treasure who got her start 

on Fillmore and has become a fi xture at the 

festival. She wows the crowds and stops traffi  c 

— sometimes literally — with her dynamic stage 

shows. An inspiring and dedicated educator as 

well, Nalley has a gift for storytelling — and 

swinging hard. She recently sold out all four 

shows at Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York and 

returns at the end of July for a week of shows at 

Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola, presenting her tribute 

to Billie Holliday.
■ World music and jazz composer and multi-

instrumentalist PETER APFELBAUM — THIS YEAR’S 

WORLD MUSIC ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE — grew 

up in Berkeley, although he has been living in 

Brooklyn for a couple of decades. Apfelbaum 

makes his Fillmore Jazz Festival debut as a leader 

this year. But he’s been leading bands, including 

his groundbreaking, genre-defying Hieroglyphics 

Ensemble, since he was a high-schooler back 

in the late ’70s. His music has always been 

fascinating — was it jazz, world music, groove or 

funk? For this world-class, Grammy-nominated 

composer and improviser, no label is required — 

or maybe even possible.

Both Artists-in-Residence perform both days, 

and present two completely diff erent shows — a 

real treat if you’re a fan or just curious why they’re 

in the spotlight. Th ey both deserve the attention 

— as do the other artists invited to perform. If 

music is an important part of your life and you 

like discovering new music — be it jazz or world 

or blues and beyond — then this year’s Fillmore 

Jazz Festival is for you.

Learn more about these Fillmore District jazz lover’s 
hotspots and all of our music venues, great restaurants 
and unique shops at www.TheFillmoreDistrict.com

1300 on Fillmore 
Restaurant & Lounge
1300 Fillmore Street, 415.771.7100
1300’s "soulful American" cuisine with 
its Southern flavors and European 
techniques, its upscale stylish dining 
room and its service have meant a 
devoted mix of local and out-of-town 
guests since the day it opened. 1300's 
Heritage Lounge features live music on 
Friday evenings and on Sundays there's 
live music featured during 1300 on 
Fillmore's Gospel Brunch!

Boom Boom Room
1601 Fillmore Street, 415.673.8000
Started by blues legend John Lee Hooker 
and named after his most famous song 
ever. This place oozes soul and its energy 
epitomizes the best of live music that 
put San Francisco and The Fillmore 
District on the map world-wide many, 
many years ago.

The Fillmore Auditorium
1805 Geary Boulevard, 415.346.6000
The legendary Fillmore made famous by 
concert promoter Bill Graham was 
a focal point for the counterculture and 
psychedelic music of the mid-1960s. 
The colorful walls of the lounge adjacent 
to the main auditorium are covered 
with the 1000's of artist-commissioned 
posters promoting acts including 
Jimi Hendrix, The Grateful Dead, 
Jefferson Airplane and Miles Davis and 
the current-day artists who schedule tour 
appearances to perform there. 

The Fillmore Jazz Festival
www.FillmoreJazzFestival.com
Every summer, the Fillmore Jazz Festival, 
the largest free jazz festival on the West 
Coast welcomes more than 100,000 
enthusiastic guests who gather to 
celebrate a prosperous tradition of jazz, 
culture and cuisine against the 
picturesque backdrop of Fillmore Street. 

Gussie’s Chicken and Waffles
1521 Eddy Street, 415.409.2529
Gussie's Chicken and Waffles is food 
like your Grandma used to make! Being 
a native of Milledgeville, Georgia and a 
resident of Jersey City, New Jersey, 
Gussie combined her down home
Southern roots with an East Coast feel 
and created signature recipes that have 
been passed from generation to 
generation and now to you!

The Jazz Heritage Center
1320 Fillmore Street, 415.255.7745
The Jazz Heritage Center is the only 
permanent cultural and educational 
complex dedicated to the long history of 
Jazz in San Francisco and the Fillmore 
District. Located within the new Fillmore 
Heritage Center in the heart of the 
Historic Fillmore Jazz Preservation 
District, the non-profit Jazz Heritage 
Center is part jazz museum, part jazz 
cultural center, and part jazz art gallery.

Marcus Bookstore
1300 Fillmore Street, 415.771.7100
Marcus Bookstore is the oldest book-
store in the United States with books 
         by and about black people and 
         has been designated as a national    
         historic landmark. A family-run 
         community space, Marcus Book  
         thrives today because every day it 
         fulfills peoples' needs. This is a 
         place that provides nourishment. 

Rasselas Jazz Club
1534 Fillmore Street, 415.346.8696
Rasselas Jazz Club offers a comfortable 
jazz club atmosphere to enjoy live music 
seven nights a week in an eclectic, diverse, 
exotic, and uniquely San Franciscan culture. 
The club serves authentic Ethiopian 
cuisine and a host of popular cocktails.

The Fillmore Farmers’ Market
Fillmore Street at McAllister Street
Held each Saturday morning year-round 
in Fillmore Center Plaza, the Fillmore 
Farmers’ Market, the community’s 
gathering spot, features fresh local 
California produce, baked goods and 
other edibles…and live jazz. 

Sheba Piano Lounge
1419 Fillmore Street, 415.440.7414
Cozy and quaint. The atmosphere is
romantic, the Ethiopian food is delicious. 
Grab a spot on the couch by
the fireplace during their late,
late happy hour, enjoy the
live music... and relax!

The St. John Coltrane African 
Orthodox Church
1286 Fillmore Street, 415.673.7144
The spirit of St. John Coltrane church is 
genuine, free flowing, like jazz. It is and it 
continues to be a wonderful way to spend 
a Sunday afternoon. Great music, great 
people, great message. (There's only 
space for about 30 guests, so get there 
in time tobe a part of it all.)

Yoshi's Jazz Club & 
Japanese Restaurant
1330 Fillmore Street, 415.665.5600
Celebrating 40 years with locations in 
both Oakland and San Francisco's 
Fillmore District, Yoshi's draws local and 
internationally renowned jazz talent.
Its intimate "nightclub-like" venues are the 
perfect atmosphere to experience live jazz.

1300 ON FILLMORE

MARCUS BOOKS

RASSELAS JAZZ CLUB

THE JAZZ HERITAGE CENTER

YOSHI’S JAZZ CLUB & JAPANESE RESTAURANT

THE FILLMORE AUDITORIUM

GUSSIE’S 
CHICKEN & 
WAFFLES ST. JOHN COLTRANE 

AFRICAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

SHEBA PIANO LOUNGE

THE BOOM BOOM ROOM

THE FILLMORE FARMERS’ MARKET (SAT. 9AM - 1PM)

THE FILLMORE JAZZ FESTIVAL
(JULY 4TH WEEKEND FROM EDDY NORTH
TO JACKSON ST.)
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ImprovisationsImprovisations
Sandy Ostrau | Recent Oils
“A remarkable sense of control — she knows where to stop.”

July 5 - August 24, 2013
OPENING DURING THE FILLMORE JAZZ FESTIVAL

THOMAS REYNOLDS GALLERY
W W W . T H O M A S R E Y N O L D S . C O M

2291 Pine Street at Fillmore  ■  San Francisco, CA 94115
HOURS: Thursday-Friday-Saturday, Noon to 6 PM, or BY APPT

415 / 441-4093

Congratulations to Sandy Ostrau, whose painting
graces the poster for the 2013 Fillmore Jazz Festival

* Come taste over 300 great products!

www.spiceace.com    415.885.3038    info@spiceace.com    

1821 Steiner Street (at Bush & Sutter Streets)
San Francisco , CA 94115   

Spice It Up!
We carry over 300 spices, herbs, salts, 

peppers, chiles, sugars, extracts, blends & 
gift sets from all over the world. We bring 

you the finest ingredients and variety 
possible, at affordable prices.
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A traditional table d’hôte at
the original Boulangerie on Pine

LIMITED SEATING

$20
ENTRÉE

ROASTED POTATOES
or  VEGETABLES

SIDE SALAD

FRESH BREAD
straight from the oven

DESSERT

 

1915 Fillmore Street • (415) 775-4300 • floriosf.com

NOW SERVING LUNCH 

SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS

Rose Wine Season is Here!

The Elite Cafe
Established 1981

2049 Fillmore Street   ◆   4 1 5 . 6 7 E L I T E
www.The Elite Cafe.com

SERVING 

Mary’s Chicken, Chopped Salads,  
Brisket & a great selection of  
canned beers!
SUNNY BACK PATIO 

OPEN DAILY 

Sun  - Thur 11:30 - 9:30 
Fri & Sat 11:30 - 10:00

1963 SUTTER STREET AT FILLMORE  |  415.776.6783  |  Roostertailsf.com

4:30 – 6 PM  |  CRYSTAL MONEY HALL  Get ready to 
close Saturday afternoon with some church, some blues 
and some soul. While Crystal Money (Mo-nay) Hall’s strong 
and richly hued voice is God-given, her comfort on the 
stage and ability to connect to audiences has come from 
hard work. She spent four years touring with the Tony-
winning musical “Rent” and currently fronts Grateful Dead 
drummer Mickey Hart’s band. 

EDDY STREET STAGE
10 – 11 AM  |  CHARLES UNGER  You likely have already heard Charles Unger 
in the neighborhood. He has regular gigs playing alto, tenor and soprano saxo-
phones at Rasselas and captures the fi rst Saturday night of every month at Sheba 
Lounge. He’s been a band leader and innovator of new music and sounds in the 
San Francisco Bay Area since the 1970s, playing R&B, jazz and world beat. 

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  |  RENEE WILSON  A transplant 
to San Francisco from New Orleans, singer/actress/fi lmmaker 
Renee Wilson will deliver her unique blend of folk, soul, jazz, 
rock and pop at this year’s festival. Touring and performing 
around the country, Wilson is also currently at work on a 
tribute piece about one of her primary muses, Lena Horne. 

1 – 2:30 PM  |  FUTURE PERFECT  Formed in 1992, Future Perfect has per-
formed both internationally and nationally — with local shows at the neighbor-
hood’s 1300 on Fillmore and its gospel brunch. Headed by Michael Cheadle, with 
the addition of vocalist Mickala Cheadle, the group is fl uent in jazz, R&B, soul and 
gospel — as well as dance standards.

2:45 – 3:30 PM  |  GABRIELLE WALTER-CLAY  Born and raised in San 
Francisco, Gabrielle Walter-Clay continues her training and music education at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston. A 19-year-old with a big voice and several 
music compositions already under her belt, she has been particularly infl uenced 
by artists including Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Ella Fitzgerald and Marvin 
Gaye, Erykah Badu and Lauryn Hill — and it shows.

4 – 6 PM  |  AFROLICIOUS  With roots as a weekly dance party, Afrolicious 
has grown to establish itself as a top electronic band with much of its own origi-
nal music. In addition to sound system shows that involve DJing alongside live 
percussion, the 8- to 12-piece band has added percussionists and vocalists em-
phasizing the organic elements, instrumentation and energy of a live ensemble, 
combined with club heavy beats and textures.

O’FARRELL STREET ENTERTAINMENT AREA
12 – 12:30 PM  |  Basic swing lesson; no partner or experience needed

12:30 – 2 PM  |  Social dancing by Lindy Hop DJs and performances

2 – 3 PM  |  Band: Cat’s Meow

3 PM  |  Northern California Open Lindy Hop Contest

3:30 – 5 PM  |  Social dancing to Swing Era music

WASHINGTON STREET ENTERTAINMENT AREA
12 -1:30 PM  |  Fazz, featuring electronic jazz

2 – 3:30 PM  |  Lloyd Gregory classic jazz on acoustic & electric guitar

4 – 6 PM  |  Good Karma, playing music at the intersection of jazz, folk, rock, 
funk and salsa

SUNDAY | JULY 7
CALIFORNIA STREET STAGE
10:30 AM – 12:15 PM  |  DIDA  At the age of 22, guitarist and vocalist Dida 
Pelled has already established herself as one of the most in-demand musicians 
in Israel. Not everyone receives a full scholarship from the prestigious Berklee 
College of Music in Boston and a scholarship from the New School Universi-
ty in New York City, where she is currently studying. She’s also been playing 
all the best jazz clubs in New York — including Dizzy’s, Birdland and Small’s — 
and swinging her Wes Montgomery-like sound with the likes of Roy Hargrove. 

12:45 – 2 PM  |  WILL BERNARD BAND  Loads of critics, ticket buyers and 
fellow artists gravitate and groove to guitarist Will Bernard’s harmonically hip 
yet funky skewed lines. A Berkeley native and Brooklyn transplant, his comping 
is tasty, his solos compelling and his band is always grooving. You can catch him 
doing double duty at the festival this year as he leads his own band and joins 
Peter Apfelbaum’s septet as well. 

2:30 – 4 PM  |  DAVID HARDIMAN’S SF 
ALL-STAR BIG BAND  Trumpeter/music edu-
cator/composer/arranger David Hardiman’s com-
bos perform swing, bebop, cool, contemporary 
and Top 40 styles, and his jazz-based dance band 
has been around for nearly 40 years. Hardiman 
has been known to recruit the better young play-
ers from City College of SF, where he taught for 

many years, as well as choosing seasoned traditional and modernist musicians 
with a wide range of styles. The mix of ages and stages enriches all.

4:30 – 6 PM  |  KIM NALLEY  See Saturday  

SUTTER STREET STAGE
10:15 – 11:45 AM  |  NATALIE CRESSMAN & SECRET 
GARDEN  You may have seen her perform twice at last 
year’s festival, playing trombone and singing backup vocals 
with her mom Sandy’s group, Homenagem Brasiliera, and 
with World Music Artist-in-Residence Jai Uttal. But this year 
it’s the youngest Cressman’s time to shine. At 21, she’s al-
ready toured the world with Phish’s Trey Anastasio and is an 
accomplished trombonist, composer, vocalist and producer.

12:30PM – 2PM  |  LADY RIZO
Lady Rizo’s website attempts to sum her up: entertainer, 
dream maker, chanteuse, superstar. She’s beyond cabaret 
and you can’t take your eyes off her when she’s on stage, 
holding court, breaking out with explicit lyrics. She’s beyond 
categorization and impossible to predict. While she’s won a 
Grammy with Yo-Yo Ma, she also sings with Moby; she does 
cabaret, but she also does burlesque. The New York Times

called her “a fi erce but kindhearted fusion of comedy, burlesque, performance art 
and rock ’n’ roll.” 

2:30 – 4PM  |  PETER APFELBAUM SEXTET See Saturday

4:30 – 6 PM  |  AFRICAN SHOWBOYZ  
The talented brothers Napoleon, Joseph, 
Moses, Isaac, Francis and JJ Sabbah are the 
African Showboyz — sure to put on an up-
lifting, high-energy, drum-heavy cap to the 
weekend. Born and raised in Binaba, a small 
village in the northeast region of Ghana in 
West Africa, these siblings have played with 
a wide range of stars from Stevie Wonder to 
Steel Pulse, from Fela Kut to Karl Denson to Arrested Development, and most 
recently in the U.S. with the Mickey Hart Band. 

EDDY STREET STAGE
10 – 11:30 AM  |  TERRIE ODABI  Oakland native Terrie 
Odabi has a broad stylistic and linguistic range — including 
Spanish and various African and Middle Eastern dialects 
that have made her an in-demand vocalist for both bands 
and recording projects. Recently, she has returned to lead-
ing her band and singing what she loves best: jazz, blues 
and soul. Critics compare her to the soul and jazz greats 
Aretha Franklin and Etta James — with good reason.

12 – 1:30 PM  |  MARA HRUBY  An Oakland native with an ecletic style she de-
scribes as “a melodic melting pot,” 22-year-old Mara Hruby arrived on the music 
scene three years ago, and has quickly established herself as a sensitive, multi-
faceted artist — recording, arranging, and engineering her own work.

2 – 3:30 PM  |  BOBBIE WEBB  An institution at the 
festival, Blues Hall of Famer inductee Bobbie Webb 
even has his own star in the Fillmore Jazz District side-
walk. While Webb is a true blues man, he also plays 
all genres — performing with his own band and back-
ing other blues greats including B.B. King, Bobby Blue 
Bland, Charles Brown, T-Bone Walker, John Lee Hooker 
and Eddie “Cleanhead” Vinson. Since October 2001, he’s 
also been the DJ of the Tuesday Morning Blues Show 
on KPOO 89.5 FM radio, which airs from 9 a.m. to noon.

4 – 6 PM  |  BAYONICS  Bayonics is a 10-piece powerhouse combining hip 
hop, funk and R&B with elements of Latin music and reggae to create a sound 
that refl ects the emerging face of urban music and culture on the West Coast and 
abroad. Performing nationwide at clubs and music festivals, the Bayonics have 
shared the stage with international touring acts ranging from Ozomatli to Mos 
Def, and have also performed as a backing band for a number of R&B and soul 
singers.

O’FARRELL STREET ENTERTAINMENT AREA
12 – 12:30 PM Basic swing lesson; no partner or experience needed

12:30 – 2 PM  Social dancing by Lindy Hop DJs and performances

2 – 3 PM  Band: Joshua Klipp & the Klipptones

3 PM   Open Jack & Jill Any-Swing Goes Dance Contest

3:30 – 5 PM  Social dancing to Swing Era music

WASHINGTON STREET ENTERTAINMENT AREA
12 – 1:30 PM  James Whiton, on acoustic upright double bass

2 – 3:30 PM  The Jazztronauts, a trio of piano, bass and drums playing a range 
of jazz standards, Latin grooves and hip hop

4 – 6 PM  Jacob Wendt Trio, original jazz compositions; Wendt in collaboration 
with pianist Doug Carter and bassist Blake White

SATURDAY | JULY 6
CALIFORNIA STREET STAGE
10 – 11 AM  |  JAZZSCHOOL PRESENTS: SPIRAL BOUND  Berkeley’s Jazz-
school is where many of the Bay Area’s top jazz artists both teach and perform, 
and the kids who go there get one of the best music educations in the country. To 
kick off this year’s festival, we look to the future: some of the best young musi-
cians in the country reuniting to perform their original blend of modern and jazz 
and neo-soul.

11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  |  JENNA MAMMINA & HER TRIO 
If you’re a fan of music and vocals and jazz, you’re probably 
already hip to longtime Bay Area resident and frequent world-
traveler Jenna Mammina. A picture may paint a thousand 
words, but a word can tell the whole story. “Exquisite!” says 
author/radio host Ben Fong-Torres, former senior editor of 

Rolling Stone. Mammina wooed the crowd here two years ago with a duo; this 
year she brings her trio, with Paul Kemp on keyboards, Robin Lewis on seven-
string guitar and drummer Jack Dorsey.

1 – 2:10 PM  |  BETH CUSTER ENSEMBLE  Hard to pigeon-
hole SF-based composer/bass clarinetist/vocalist Beth Custer 
has more than 35 recordings, and her ensemble is described as 
“a veritable crème de la crème of Bay Area musicians.” A set 
might include a funky political song followed by a lilting coun-
try waltz, then an Afro-fusion odd-metered driving instrumental. 

2:30 – 4 PM  |  CONTEMPORARY JAZZ ORCHESTRA FEATURING 
KENNY WASHINGTON  After last year’s sensational set, the Contemporary 
Jazz Orchestra returns to the Fillmore, this year bringing along the ultra-busy, 
Bay Area-based vocalist Kenny Washington. Washington wowed New York audi-
ences earlier this year as he fronted Wynton Marsalis’ Jazz at Lincoln Center Or-
chestra performing the Pulitzer Prize-winning jazz oratorio “Blood on the Fields.” 
Big band swinging at its best.

4:30 – 6 PM  |  KIM NALLEY  This past year has been 
a busy one for the Fillmore’s own popular jazz-blues 
chanteuse, who’s had four sold-out performances at 
Jazz at Lincoln Center while continuing her studies to-
ward her PhD at UC Berkeley. She’ll also be headlining 
a week of shows later this month at New York’s Dizzy’s 

Club Coca-Cola at Jazz at Lincoln Center. The dynamic chanteuse has become 
an annual Fillmore Jazz Festival standby. Her yearly performances cause traffi c 
jams and her closing sets each day send the packed crowds home in high spirits. 

SUTTER STREET STAGE
10:30 AM – 12:15 PM  |  CHARLES McNEAL  While Las Vegas may now be 
alto saxophonist Charles McNeal’s home, he’ll always be considered a part of the 
Fillmore family. Able to swing hard as well as take it out, this veteran saxman 
has played and recorded with everyone from Jimmy Scott to the Temptations to 
Roberta Flack to Boz Scaggs to Jon Fadddis to Keb Mo. 

12:45 – 2 PM  |  JOHN SANTOS SEXTET  Five-time Grammy-nominated 
percussionist John Santos is one of the foremost exponents of Afro-Latin music 
in the world today. The great Max Roach once said, “Santos is one of the most 
creative musicians I’ve ever had an opportunity to work with; he’s a joy for me to 
listen to.” His all-star sextet includes Saul Sierra on bass, Dr. John Calloway on 
fl ute and piano, Melecio Magdaluyo on saxes, Marco Diaz on piano and trumpet, 
David Flores on drumset and Santos on percussion. 

2:30 – 4 PM  |  PETER APFELBAUM & SPARKLER  Berkeley native Peter 
Apfelbaum is a one-of-a-kind composer/multi-instrumentalist. A genre of music 
doesn’t exist for his conceptions, something that troubled 
major label Antilles/Polygram when he signed as far back 
as 1991. A child prodigy, he began playing drums when he 
was three and switched to piano and saxophone when he 
was nine. Apfelbaum formed the Hieroglyphics Ensemble in 
1977, which included other Berkeley players such as pianist 
Benny Green and trumpeter Steven Bernstein. 

E N T E R T A I N M E N T  S C H E D U L EF I L L M O R E  J A Z Z  F E S T I V A L



10   NEW FILLMORE   July 2013 July 2013   NEW FILLMORE   11

BOOKS

Last year you left Yoshi’s on Fillmore to 
join Jazz at Lincoln Center in New York. 
How’s the new gig going?

Th e job is great — challenging and 
rewarding. Maybe that’s why it’s great. We 
just wrapped our 25th anniversary season 
and it was a home run, so there is some 
satisfaction, and relief.

What’s your role?
I’m the director of programming and 

touring at Jazz at Lincoln Center, so I’m 
responsible for all the programming we 
generate. Our concert season runs from 
September through June in our two main 
halls — the 450-seat Allen Room and 
the 1,100-seat Rose Th eatre, located in 
the Frederick P. Rose Hall at Columbus 
Circle in midtown Manhattan.

We also have an amazing jazz club — 
Dizzy’s Club Coca-Cola — that is open 
seven nights a week, two shows a night, 
much like Yoshi’s, except we only have 
125 seats. We have a similar club in the 
Middle East — in Doha, Qatar — that 
opened in October of 2012 and we will be 
opening a club in Shanghai in late 2016 or 
early 2017. 

Our Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
with Wynton Marsalis tours approxi-
mately 12 weeks a year — they’re in 
Europe right now. We have tours slated 
from now through 2016, including trips 
to South America, Asia, Australia, the 
U.K. and here at home, plus we program a 
series in Mexico City. We’re putting a lot 
of musicians to work and spreading jazz to 
the masses.

What does it tell you about the state of 
jazz?

Th ere are more people “consuming” jazz 
— buying tickets, attending free festivals 
like this one, downloading, streaming, 
sharing, buying, viewing on demand — 
than at any other time in history.

Has the economy fully recovered here 
and abroad? Not by a long shot. So we feel 
that given how strong the jazz economy 
is now, the future looks even brighter. At 
Lincoln Center, we sold more tickets this 
year than any year before and had more 
than 100,000 people watching our live 
streams. And sales for next season are 
tracking 15 percent ahead of this year.

But the real clincher for feeling so 
optimistic is seeing real kids playing 
real jazz. I recently witnessed the 
“Essentially Ellington” high school big 
band competition, where 15 of the top 
bands from around the country perform 
three charts of the Duke’s music. (Only 
Rio Americana from Sacramento made 
it from California, sadly.) Man, I have to 
say I was blown away. Th e very fi rst band 

Q & A | JASON OLAINE

I saw from Beloit, Wisconsin, was more 
swinging, more in time and in tune — and 
had more amazing soloists — than any 
high school band I remember competing 
against when I was a kid. And that band 
didn’t even make the top three. 

In Doha, Qatar, we’ve set up more than 
15 master classes, workshops and assembly 
performances at the American School of 
Doha and the Qatar Music Academy for 
local kids to interact with the professional 
musicians we’re sending out there to 
perform at the club. We invited the high 
school jazz band to perform onstage 
in the club, and that may have been a 
highlight of their year — to play a real 
jazz club. Th e feedback we’ve had from 
school administrators, students and 
parents has been overwhelming, thanking 
us for bringing jazz to the Middle East in 
general and to their schools in particular.

So I’m bullish on jazz — where it is 
and where it’s headed.

Tell us, is Wynton Marsalis really perfect 
in every way?

I can’t think of a more inspiring 
person to work for. He is driven like 
no one I could imagine. He’s not just 
a world-class musician — perhaps the 
greatest trumpeter our planet has ever 
seen (although Wynton would put Louis 
Armstrong at the pinnacle, by the way). 
He’s also hell-bent on improving society 
and uplifting our culture through the way 
we communicate with one another. 

And jazz — listening to it, playing it, 

supporting it — can and will naturally 
cause you to not only listen, to articulate, 
to share ideas, to rest, to improvise, to 
work together and, in the end, to strive 
toward excellence, all in the service of 
fi nding common ground. 

But is Wynton perfect? Well, he’s my 
boss, so yes, he’s perfect. In just about 
every way.

What has prompted you to keep your 
Fillmore ties, even after moving to New 
York and the top of the jazz world?

When Jazz at Lincoln Center 
approached me in 2011, there were a few 
things I asked for. One, could I stay here 
in the Bay Area for another year (we lived 
in Oakland at the time) and consult from 
afar since my triplets (Miles, Evan and 
Aislin) were just a year old. Another was 
whether I could produce the occasional 
album if it wasn’t a confl ict of interest 
in any way. And the third was whether I 
could continue as artistic director of the 
Fillmore Jazz Festival. And they said yes 
to all of the above.  

Why Fillmore? Th e Bay Area is my 
home — I am a third generation Palo 
Altan. My dad, David, used to see Brubeck 
in SF when he was a high schooler. He 
was an amateur pianist himself and turned 
me on to jazz as a baby. My fi rst jobs in 
the jazz world were at Yoshi’s in Oakland 
and the Gavin Report back in the early 
90s. I also interned at KJAZ and Jazz in 
the City, now SF Jazz. 

When I was a working musician, my 

band “Jazz on the Line” and later “2AM” 
played Blondie’s on Valencia for years and 
years, and we played any other club or bar 
that would have us, including Yoshi’s in 
Oakland and Rasse0las when it was on 
Divis. 

So my heart is here. But I also feel I’m 
staying connected to the jazz and music 
scene here, which has served me well in 
New York. For instance,  Jazz at Lincoln 
Center has presented San Francisco’s 
own Paula West twice — once with 
Wynton Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra and again with Michael 
Feinstein. Also Kenny Washington — 
who is performing on Fillmore with the 
Contemporary Jazz Orchestra on Saturday 
— has played at Lincoln Center twice this 
year as well. Kim Nalley sold out all her 
shows at Lincoln Center — nearly 1,800 
tickets! — as a headliner last December. 
And I’m sure I’ll discover more amazing 
talent here that East Coast audiences 
should hear. It’s a win-win for everyone.

Are you keeping an eye on the San 
Francisco scene? What about SF Jazz? 
And the changes at Yoshi’s?

I think the opening night concert I saw 
at the new SF Jazz Center was the most 
acoustically perfect concert I’ve ever heard. 
I’ve only heard one night of music there, 
but it is truly a work of art. I tried to sit in 
every seat, just to hear the varied nuance 
from front to back — and it’s amazing. I 
told Wynton he has to play here. I’m sure 
we will fi nd a way to make that happen. 

I am a fan of all things jazz in SF. 
Yoshi’s is family. Kaz Kajimura gave me 
my fi rst job in jazz and then he hired me 
again 16 years later, which I still fi nd hard 
to believe. So I am forever grateful and 
will always support and cheer for Yoshi’s. 

         
What’s coming up?

We announced our 2014-15 season a 
couple of months ago and ticket sales are 
off  to a blistering start. Now I’m working 
on ’15-’16.  

If anyone is going to be in New York, 
please make a point of coming by to say 
hello. You can always see what we’re up to 
at jalc.org, and you can watch nearly all of 
our concerts free in HD and multi-track 
mixing at jalc.org/live. Th at’s right: We 
put up all of our concerts online with a 
multi-camera shoot and then we give the 
content to the artist so they can use it — 
to sell, for promo, whatever. 

We don’t want to hoard music; we want 
to share it. And in the end, I think that’s 
one of the things I like the most about 
being involved with the Fillmore Jazz 
Festival: sharing music. So please enjoy. 
I know I am.

From the Artistic Director
Jason Olaine left the Bay Area for the Big Apple,

but still keeps his ties to Fillmore’s JazzFest

Jason Olaine: He programs Jazz at Lincoln Center and the Fillmore Jazz Festival.
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By David Talbot

B
efore Bill Graham, there was Charles 
Sullivan. Th e king of black music promot-
ers on the West Coast, Sullivan signed up 

the biggest African-American headliners for his 
concert circuit, which stretched from Vancouver 
to San Diego. He presented them all: Louis Arm-
strong, Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Billie Hol-
liday, and, later, Ray Charles, Ike and Tina Turner, 
Little Richard, James Brown, the Temptations. His 
long reign as a promoter began during World War 
II, when he opened a joint in San Mateo, south of 
San Francisco, called Club Sullivan, and extended 
into the 1950s and 1960s, when he moved into 
San Francisco and took over the lease on an old 
dance hall originally called the Majestic Ballroom, 
renaming it the Fillmore Auditorium. 

Th e Fillmore District was a hopping music scene 
in those years, with jazz, blues, bebop and rhythm 
and blues blasting out of dozens of clubs, bars and 
lounges all night long. Fillmore Street became 
“Swing Street.” And Charles Sullivan was the ring-
master of it all: staging big shows at the Fillmore, 
running a hotel where black musicians felt welcome 
and a bar where they jammed until dawn, and mak-
ing another small fortune on the side from liquor, 
jukeboxes and gambling. He was the man to see; 
they called him “the mayor of Fillmore Street.”

In 1965 Sullivan launched Bill Graham in the 
concert business, loaning him his dance license — 
that essential city document — and subleasing the 
Fillmore to Graham on the auditorium’s dark 

Once Fillmore Street Was Swing Street
A new book tells how redevelopment tore the heart out of the neighborhood 

— and how jazz gave way to the rise of rock ’n’ roll

By the late 1960s, the Fillmore had been destroyed block by block by the wrecking balls and bulldozers of redevelopment. TO PAGE 12 
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We 
Deliver!
415.567.6900MEXICAN CLASSICS

We love catering your fiestas! 

2401 California Street @ Fillmore

 

VitaminExpress 1428 Irving Street (415) 564-8160 

2047 Fillmore Street (415) 922-3811  

Personalized service — great prices, informa on & products — since 1982 
(24/7)  VitaminExpress.com & 1-800-500-0733 

®  

 
Pantethine 

Reg. $25.45 

$18.35 
 

Help Reduce Inflamma on with Jarrow! 

QH  CoQ10     
Ubiquinol 

Reg. $79.95 

$51.95 

Infla Tame 

Reg. 32.95 

$19.75 
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nights. Without Sullivan, Graham might 
never have cracked San Francisco’s tightly 
controlled entertainment racket. Th en Sul-
livan was suddenly, violently, torn out of 
the picture. And Graham made his move, 
taking over the Fillmore lease and turning 
the old dance hall into a hallowed name 
in musical history. “Behind every beautiful 
thing, there is some kind of pain.” Th at’s 
how Bob Dylan sings it. And, in the case of 
the Fillmore, it rings true.

Music was at the heart of San Francis-
co’s magical transformation in the 1960s. 
And at the beginning of the decade, the 
Fillmore was the music’s hot center. Th ey 
called the Fillmore “the Harlem of the 
West.” Th e streets were fi lled until the early 
morning hours with a parade of peacocks: 
men with diamond stickpins, satin ties and 
long coats; women in slit dresses and furs. 
Adventurous white kids like Jerry Garcia 
would sneak into the Fillmore clubs and 
dance halls, this forbidden empire of cool, 
to hear the music they couldn’t fi nd on Top 
40 radio.

And then it was all gone, destroyed block 
by block by the wrecking balls and bulldoz-
ers of the San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency. As Jerry Garcia later sang, “Nothin’ 
shakin’ on Shakedown Street, used to be 
the heart of town.” Th e agency launched 
the fi rst phase of its massive urban renewal 
project in 1953, erasing stores, nightclubs, 
and churches and more than 25,000 resi-
dents from hundreds of city blocks. Geary 

Street, a bustling commercial center, was 
turned into an eight-lane expressway, so 
that cars and buses carrying commuters 
downtown from the predominately west-
side neighborhoods could hurtle directly 
through the Fillmore without stopping. 
Ten years later, the agency kicked off  the 
second phase of its Fillmore blitzkrieg, 
uprooting an additional 13,000 people and 
shuttering thousands more businesses over 
60 square blocks.

T
he city called it urban renewal. 
But to residents of the Fillmore, 
it was “Negro removal.” Redevel-

opment offi  cials promised that dislocated 
residents would be moved back into the 
neighborhood. But those who were forced 
to sell their houses soon found that they 
were priced out of the Fillmore’s rising real 
estate market.

Th e Fillmore was the heart of black San 
Francisco, and redevelopment tore it out. 
Th e Harlem of the West now looked like a 
war-ravaged city, pockmarked with empty, 
rubble-strewn lots, shuttered storefronts 
and dreary street corners inhabited by lost 
and wasted men. After the middle-class 
home owners and business operators were 
forced out, all that was left was a crime-
ridden ghetto.

As the wrecking balls turned the Fill-
more into a wasteland, an ugly spirit began 
sweeping the streets. Cab drivers refused to 
take white tourists there anymore. White 
teenagers like John Goddard had crossed 

the Golden Gate Bridge from Marin 
County to see Little Richard (backed by a 
scrawny young guitarist named Jimi Hen-
drix) and other marvels at the Fillmore 
Auditorium. But now the neighborhood 
seemed forbidding. “It got to the point, 
around 1965, where I didn’t feel safe com-
ing to Fillmore Street anymore . . . people 
were angry — rightly so. But I didn’t feel 
comfortable. Nothing ever happened, but it 
was a diff erent vibe.”

Th en, near the end of that year, Charles 
Sullivan loaned Bill Graham his Fillmore 
Auditorium dance permit. White kids 
began fl ocking to the desolated neighbor-
hood to hear a whole new breed of musi-
cians: the Airplane, the Dead, Quicksilver 
Messenger Service, Big Brother, Sopwith 
Camel, the Grassroots, Love, Velvet Under-
ground, Frank Zappa and the Mothers 
of Invention, Van Morrison and his band 
Th em. Th ey all played the Fillmore in the 

fi rst half of 1966. And suddenly the cor-
ner of Fillmore and Geary, the heart of the 
neighborhood, was jolted back to life with 
a surge of electric music.

Th e cops were not happy. Th ey had 
written off  the Fillmore as a no-man’s-
land. Now they suddenly had security 
headaches. More and more children of 
the white suburbs were venturing into the 
Fillmore after nightfall, which meant that 
the police had to patrol the neighborhood 
again.

Like all operators of liquor stores and 
late-night joints, Sullivan liked to keep 
everyone happy, particularly the authori-
ties. Some of his enterprises required 
licenses from the city and state. Others, 
like his after-hours speakeasies, depended 
on the look-the-other-way leniency of beat 
cops. Sullivan knew how to spread around 
the gravy. He always carried a roll of cash in 
his pants pocket, and he would take it out 

and peel off  the bills whenever he needed 
to take care of somebody.

But this time, Sullivan couldn’t smooth 
it over with the cops. Th ey wanted him to 
pull his dance permit from Graham. Th ey 
wanted the rock shows shut down. Or else 
they would shut him down: no more booze 
peddling, no more backroom gambling, no 
more vending machines. Sullivan caved. 
Th e next day he called Graham into his 
offi  ce and gave him the bad news. “Th ey’re 
leaning on me hard, and I got a business to 
run, and I got a wife and kids, and I have to 
pull my permit,” Sullivan grimly informed 
the rock promoter.

Graham went home that night and told 
his wife Bonnie it was all over. Th e next 
morning, Graham returned to the Fillmore 
to pack up his offi  ce. When he arrived, Sul-
livan was sitting on the steps. Th e 57-year-
old Sullivan always dressed like a gentle-
man, in suit and tie. And he would insist 

that his performers always look their best 
on stage too, picking up their suits after 
every show to make sure they were cleaned 
and pressed. But today Sullivan looked 
worse for wear. He was a big man — more 
than six feet tall, and close to 250 pounds 
— but now he seemed like a beat-down 
fi eld worker. He was wearing the same 
suit, shirt and tie from the day before, and 
it looked to Graham like he’d been up all 
night. “Bill,” said the older man, “I want to 
talk to you.”

A
ll during his long trek to the top, 
Sullivan told Graham, the white 
man had messed with him. Finally, 

he thought, he had found his place in the 
sun: He was a wealthy pillar of the commu-
nity with a booming entertainment busi-
ness; a pretty young wife; and a comfortable 
two-story house with Japanese decor near 
Alamo Square. But now the men down-

town were messing with him all over again, 
making threats and telling him what to do. 
“Yesterday they really got to me,” Sullivan 
said, and the big man began to shake.

“Bill, it’s my life,” he went on. “After I 
saw you last night, I started thinking about 
myself and what I have been through and 
what they’re making you do now.” His eyes, 
red from lack of sleep, were fi xed on Gra-
ham. “I can’t do it. I can’t. I just can’t back 
off . I can’t pull that permit from you.”

Th en Sullivan leaned forward. His voice 
was choked with pain and rage. “No, no, 
no. I just ain’t going to let this happen now. 
You just go back downtown, man. And you 
beat those white motherfuckers.”

Graham did just that. With typical 
sharp-elbows drive, the rock promoter 
fi nally fi nagled his own dance license out 
of City Hall, lining up support from the 
Chronicle, neighborhood merchants, and 
even the rabbi of the temple next door to 

the Fillmore, who had complained about 
inebriated rock fans relieving themselves 
on his holy walls.

Th e smartest move Graham made was 
reaching out to San Francisco power attor-
ney William Coblentz, who thought that 
the promoter was getting a raw deal and 
agreed to represent him for free. Coblentz 
hired a private eye, who snapped pictures 
of cops going in and out of a whorehouse 
across the street from the auditorium. Th e 
lawyer shared the revealing photos with the 
city board of permit appeals. He pointed 
out that the beat cops were in no position 
to charge that Graham was bad for the 
neighborhood. Th e board found this a con-
vincing argument, and Graham was back 
in business.

Excerpted with permission from Season of 
the Witch by David Talbot, published by 
Free Press, a division of Simon and Schuster.

As the Fillmore Was Razed,
Jazz Gave Way to Rock ’n’ Roll

 FROM PAGE 11

In 1960 (far left), the widening of Geary Blvd. had begun, requiring the destruction of 
many homes and buildings. By the end of 1965 (left), the corner of Fillmore and Post 
was an empty lot. A year later (above), construction of Japan Center was underway.
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Highly competitive and famously complex, the 
San Francisco real estate market can be both 
challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns savvy, 
informed Bay Area urbanites into successful 
homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrSF.com

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    (415) 567-7824    Free Parking

Liturgy of the Hours (Daily)
Morning Prayer 7:15 am/Sat 8:00 am

Evening Prayer 5:00 pm

Reconciliation Sat 5:00 pm,  
Sun 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mon & Wed 8:30 am & 6 pm 
Tue & Fri 8:30 pm

The church is open for prayer all day 
and into the early evening.

5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil) 
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am 
1:30, 5:30 & 9:00 pm

WEEKDAYS 
6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm

SATURDAY 
7:40 am Rosary, 8:00 am Mass

                     PRAYERS & SACRAMENTSMASSES                
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Back at the 
2008 peak
Statistically we have 
arrived at the peak price 
point prior to the real 
estate crash of 2008. 
All properties in all 
neighborhoods haven’t 
fully regained their 2008 
value, but enough have to 
indicate a strong foothold 
— and barring disaster, 
we can expect continued 
recovery. Perhaps now 
more of those who 
purchased at or near 
the peak and have been 
waiting to sell will begin to infuse the market with much-needed inventory.

NEW LISTINGS: The Presidio Wall is a nature lover’s dream of a place for a city 
home. Overlooking the greenery of the Presidio, with hiking, biking and golf only 
steps away, 3660 Jackson Street is ideal. For $17.5 million, it offers bay views, an 
exceptionally large lot with exquisite formal gardens and almost 9,000 square feet 
of grand scale living.  ■  If owning an architecturally signifi cant home built in a 
park like setting is your dream, take a look at the triple lot offering at 15 Arguello 
(above), priced at $11.75 million. This sprawling home with a three-car garage 
designed by architect Joseph Esherick offers the opportunity to own a luxurious 
amount of San Francisco land adjacent to the Presidio. 

CONDOS, CO-OPS AND TICS: Riaz Taplin of Artthaus designed a state-of-the-art 
boutique building at 2060-62-64 Jackson, its name proclaimed in huge metal 
numbers facing a shiny metal nameplate. The penthouse, 2064 Jackson — now 
offered for $6.5 million — has creative interior spaces and exceptional fi nishes. 
The entertainment, communications, security, acoustical, energy and structural 
solutions are the fi nest available. And an outdoor kitchen with a landscaped 
roof terrace creates the feeling of living on your own planet overlooking the city 
skyline. 

— Data and commentary provided by MARIA MARCHETTI at Sotheby’s International 
Realty. Contact her at maria@mariamarchetti.com or call 415/699-8008.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA  PK Sq ft  Days Date Asking Sale 

3110 Buchanan St    2 1 1  24 5/22/2013 1,195,000 1,400,000

3218 Buchanan St   4 3 2  7 5/30/2013 1,299,000 1,700,000  

2253 Webster St    2 2 2  38 5/17/2013 1,995,000 1,980,000  

2094 Bush St    4 3.5 2  34 5/31/2013 1,995,000 2,100,000  

2452 Green St    4 2 0 1945 19 5/29/2013 2,395,000 2,500,000  

2430 Clay St    3 3.5 2 2544 69 5/20/2013 2,650,000 2,600,000  

2151 Scott St    4 3 1 2680 31 6/12/2013 2,395,000 2,700,000  

1845 Laguna St    3 2.75 2  3 6/6/2013 2,795,000 2,795,000  

1705 Broderick St    3 3.5 2 2648 46 6/13/2013 2,895,000 2,865,000  

2567 Union St    3 3 0 2700 0 5/23/2013 2,800,000 2,900,000  

2866 Pine St    5 4 2 3432 13 5/16/2013 2,850,000 3,200,000  

3788 Clay St    4 2 1 3926 24 5/30/2013 3,800,000 3,680,000  

2916 Sacramento St   5 4.5 3 4475 11 5/22/2013 3,400,000 3,725,000 

3867 Washington St   5 3 2  11 5/16/2013 3,125,000 3,800,000  

3934 Washington St   5 4.5 2  29 5/22/2013 5,250,000 4,950,000  

2847 Washington St   6 5.5 2  67 5/21/2013 5,495,000 5,300,000  

2300 Broadway    3 3 2 4084 75 6/14/2013 5,300,000 5,400,000  

3577 Pacifi c Ave    5 4 2 4264 13 5/22/2013 6,500,000 7,000,000  

2340 Washington St   5 6.5 2  88 5/31/2013 8,900,000 8,250,000  

2504 Jackson St    6 5.75 3 7260 20 5/29/2013 13,750,000 13,000,000  

      

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

1730 Broderick St #11   0 1 1 613 29 5/21/2013 419,000 482,000  

2040 Franklin St #506   0 1 1  19 5/31/2013 489,000 489,000  

2298 Green St #3    1 1 1  71 6/5/2013 525,000 525,000  

2912 Steiner St #3    1 1 1  33 5/20/2013 524,000 530,000  

1805 Pine St #25    1 1 1 661 32 6/14/2013 479,000 545,000  

1817 California St #303   2 1.5 1 785 49 5/30/2013 699,000 726,000  

1719 Baker St    1 1 0 1056 42 5/31/2013 749,000 730,000  

135 Pixley St #1   1 1 1  8 5/31/2013 679,000 750,000  

2060 Union St #5    2 1 1 765 54 5/17/2013 775,000 770,000  

1885 Jackson St #401   2 2 2  110 5/24/2013 779,000 780,000  

1970 Sutter St #215   1 2 1 1079 13 6/6/2013 799,000 825,000  

1998 Broadway #1501   2 2 1 1040 3 5/24/2013 850,000 850,000  

1980 Sutter St #303  2 2 1 1290 33 5/29/2013 858,000 868,000  

2075 Sutter St #503   2 2 1  24 5/22/2013 799,000 871,000  

3128 Laguna St    2 1 1  0 6/11/2013 875,000 875,000  

256 Presidio Ave #2   2 2 0  19 5/24/2013 849,000 890,000  

2040 Franklin St #1105   2 2 1 1268 31 6/4/2013 825,000 900,000  

2240 Green St #1   1 1 1 1253 3 5/29/2013 930,000 930,000  

2016 Pacifi c Ave #201   2 2.5 1 1162 28 5/31/2013 950,000 1,000,000  

1755 Filbert St #2C   2 2 1 1367 63 6/7/2013 998,000 1,025,000  

1628 Broderick St   3 2 2 1713 25 5/30/2013 849,000 1,025,000  

1769 Broadway #5   2 2 2 1343 351 5/21/2013 1,100,000 1,100,000  

1721 Baker St    2 2 0 1892 29 5/24/2013 1,088,000 1,140,000  

1990 Green St #505   2 2 1  117 5/23/2013 1,195,000 1,220,000  

2200 Sacramento St #1008   2 2 1 950 2 6/14/2013 999,500 1,300,000  

1933 Divisadero St #1D   2 2 1 1768 62 6/14/2013 1,399,000 1,350,000  

1316 Lyon St    3 3.5 1 1651 64 5/31/2013 1,550,000 1,550,000  

3008 Clay St    3 2.5 1 1956 16 5/17/2013 1,775,000 1,800,000  

3827 Clay St    2 2 1  0 5/24/2013 2,200,000 2,200,000  

1880 Jackson St #603  3 3 2 1948 1125 5/28/2013 2,400,000 2,250,000  

2115 Baker St    3 2 2 2522 55 5/24/2013 2,095,000 2,255,000  

2742 Pierce St    3 2 1 2416 8 5/31/2013 2,150,000 2,400,000 

(415) 921-6000  www.hill-co.com

The City’s Best
To see homes for sale in your neighborhood,
make your smartphone smarter using our mobile App. 
Text: HILLCO To: 87778 

Hill & Co. is a proud member of the Who’s Who
In Luxury Real Estate international network.

Delightful Renovated 
3BD/2BA Lower Flat. 
Includes walk-out south 
deck and easy garden 
access. Fantastic, fun and 
convenient neighborhood. 

washer/dryer in unit, 
excellent private storage 
room. Pet friendly. 
Parking.
3583Sacramento.com

Presidio Heights
Offered at $1,399,000

Elegant New York Style 
Doorman Co-Op. Classic 
4BR/3.5BA apartment 
w/ 1 car deeded parking. 
Located in a classic SF 
building designed by 
Conrad Meussdorffer. 
This lovely property is 
built into newly landscaped 
Lafayette Park. The unit is 

and enjoys beautiful verdant 
views from every room.
1925Gough.com

Diana Koll
(415) 793-9325

Offered at $2,695,000

Stunning View Condo. 

condo offers a unique 
style of city living. Exquisite 
Tuscan murals greet you 
as you step out of the 
elevator into your home. 
The gracious entry leads to 
the spacious living room, 
featuring world famous views 
of the Bay, Golden Gate 
Bridge, Alcatraz, the Marin 
Headlands and beyond. 
1980Vallejo5.com

Offered at $3,100,000

Meagan Levitan
(415) 321-4293

Missy Wyant Smit
(415) 321-4315 

Elaine Larkin
(415) 321-4223

Spacious Condominium 
With Private Entrance. 
Flooded with natural 
light, every window in this 

a wonderful verdant 
outlook. The remodeled 
eat-in kitchen includes a 
spacious pantry and an 

is ideal for both casual 
and formal entertaining.
1885Vallejo.com

Top Floor 3BD/2BA 
Condo. Enjoy amazing 
picture frame windows 
that look out onto the 
Funston greenbelt. Sunny 
and bright, this condo is 
spacious and open with 

throughout. Side-by-side 
parking with additional 
storage in the garage. 
Elevated shared garden.
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Offered at $725,000
Inner Richmond
Offered at $899,000

Gorgeous Full Floor 
Flat on a Wonderful 
Block. Very spacious, 

room off eat-in kitchen, 

living and dining rooms. 
Abundant storage, easy 
garden access and one 
car parking. Many period 
details including high 
ceilings, wainscoting, 2 

Presidio Heights
Offered at $1,750,000

Annie Williams
(415) 819-2663

 Kilby Stenkamp  
(415) 370-7582

Grand 5BD/6.5BA 
Victorian. This 1887 
home is marked by tasteful 
upgrades and exquisite 
historic details. Includes 
a large south facing living 
room, formal dining room, 
spacious remodeled open 
kitchen/family room, a walk-
out garden and a garage for
1 large or 2 small cars. 
2220Sacramento.com

Offered at $4,495,000
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Joan Gordon 
(415) 321-4344
David Cohen 
(415) 321-4345

Charming, Sun-Filled 
3BD/3.5BA Home. 
This renovated, 3 level 
home is located just a 
few blocks to Fillmore, 
Union & Chestnut Streets’ 
restaurants, shopping and 
amenities. Perfect for indoor 
and outdoor entertaining, 
it offers a spacious open 
kitchen, formal dining room 
and a family room that opens 
onto a deck and beautiful, 
landscaped garden.
2373Filbert.com 

Cow Hollow
Offered at $2,995,000

Elle Ghandi
(415) 321-4287

SOLD!

DEPT. OF JOURNALISM
50 P

Classes start 
August 14

To register for courses go to: www.ccsf.edu/schedule

Jour 19: Contemporary News Media 3.0 units
MWF 9:10 - 10:00 a.m. BNGL 713 Gonzales
T 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Graham
Jour 21: News Writing and Reporting 3.0 units
MWF 10:10 - 11:00 a.m. BNGL 715 Gonzales
T 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 22: Feature Writing 3.0 units
R 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 23: Electronic Copy Editing 3.0 units
W 6:30 - 9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 218 Rochmis
Jour 24: Newspaper Laboratory 3.0 units
MWF 12:10 - 1:00 p.m. BNGL 615 Gonzales
Jour 26: Fundamentals of Public Relations 3.0 units 
W 6:30-9:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Graham
Jour 29: Magazine Editing & Production 3.0 units
M 6:30 - 8:20 p.m. Mission/Rm. 217 Graham 
Jour 30C: Selected Topics in Journalism 3.0 units
 HOURS ARR 08/14-12/19 Gonzales 
Jour 31: Internship Experience 2.0 units
 HOURS ARR  BNGL 615  Gonzales
Jour 37: Intro to Photojournalism 3.0 units

Jour 38: Intermediate Photojournalism 3.0 units

FOREST BOOKS 
Quality Used & Rare Books 

 

Japantown Plaza | 1748 Buchanan Street
415-563-8302 | Open Daily Noon ‘til Dusk | forestbooks.net

Just Opened!

2480 Sacramento Street (at Fillmore) • 415-931-9100
Monday – Friday 10-6 • Saturday 10-5 • Sundays by appointment

Custom Jewelry Designs •  Jewelry & Watch Repair 
Diamond Brokers • We Buy and Appraise Jewelry & Estates 

Free Jewelry Cleaning (up to 3 items)

Converse International School of  
Languages

Host an 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT!

Selling the Neighborhood
Dental school buildings becoming apartments, condos

B
y the time it moves downtown next 
year, the University of the Pacifi c’s 
dental school will have made room 

for a lot of attractive new housing in the 
neighborhood.

Trumark Urban has now bought the den-
tal school’s longtime home at 2155 Webster 
Street, at the corner of Sacramento, and will 
convert it into 77 high-end condominium 
residences averaging 2,000 square feet. Two 
top-fl oor 4,000-square-foot penthouses 
will have views of the Golden Gate Bridge. 

Already Prado Group has converted the 
school’s former dormitory building at 2130 
Post Street into 71 deluxe rental apartments.  
Leasing began in early June, and more than 
half of the apartments have been leased in 
the fi rst few weeks, said manager Meg Rus-
sell. Already 23 apartments are occupied.

Of the apartments that remain available, 
monthly rentals range from $3,195 for a 
one-bedroom, one-bath unit up to $4,695 
for a two-bedroom, two-bath unit.

Th e location is a key selling point. “Fill-
more on one side, Divis on the other,” said 
Russell. “Or you can pop over to Japan-
town.”

Adaptation of the dental school’s home 
at Webster and Sacramento will require 
the developer to build larger units because 
of the unusually deep fl oor plan. About 80 
percent of the units will be two-bedroom 
or larger.

In addition, Trumark plans to build 11 
townhouses on the parking lot behind the 
building spanning from Sacramento to 
Clay Street.

Daniel Cressman, the broker who helped 
the university buy its new home on Fifth 
Street and sell its neighborhood buildings, 
called the dental school building a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity to “create a world-
class condominium development in San 
Francisco’s most prestigious neighborhood, 
rivaling high-end condo projects in New 
York and London.”

At 2130 Post, former dental dorms have become high-end apartments with a view.



Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, Not many cities can boast a vibrant section of town that is upscale but approachable, 
fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore fashionable but not elitist, comfortable without being boring. San Francisco’s Fillmore 
is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.is all these — and, best of all, it’s not striving to be original. It just is.     — Gourmet magazine

GIFTS & FLOWERS
Cottage Industry
2326 Fillmore    885-0326
Fillmore Florist
1880 Fillmore    929-5200
In Water
2132 Fillmore    359-1232
L’Occitane
2207 Fillmore    563-6600
Nest
2300 Fillmore    292-6199
Paper Source
1925 Fillmore  409-7710 
Papyrus
2109 Fillmore    474-1171

HOME & GARDEN
Design Within Reach
1913 Fillmore    567-1236
Duxiana
1803 Fillmore    673-7134
Flor
2226 Bush    359-9790
Jonathan Adler
2133 Fillmore    563-9500
Timeless Treasures
2176 Sutter    775-8366
Zinc Details
1905 Fillmore    776-2100

JEWELRY
Alexis Bittar
1942 Fillmore    567-5113
Elite Fine Jewelry
2480 Sacramento 931-9100
Eric Trabert Goldsmith
2420 Fillmore    567-8887
Gallery of Jewels
2115 Fillmore    771-5099
Hi Ho Silver
1904 Fillmore    771-4446

NEWS & BOOKS
Browser Books
2195 Fillmore    567-8027
Juicy News
2453 Fillmore    441-3051
Marcus Books
1712 Fillmore    346-4222

PETS
Aqua Forest Aquarium
1718 Fillmore    929-8883
Barry for Pets
1840 Fillmore    346-8899
George
2512 Sacramento 441-0564
Pets Unlimited
2343 Fillmore    563-6700

ART & ANTIQUES
Kuraya Japanese Antiques
2425 California 885-3313
Mureta’s Antiques
2418 Fillmore    922-5652
Narumi Japanese Antiques
1902 Fillmore    346-8629
Thomas Reynolds Gallery
2291 Pine    441-4093
Walter Adams Framing
2019B Fillmore    922-6811

CLOTHING & SHOES
Alice & Olivia
2259 Fillmore  813-2805
Asmbly Hall
1850 Fillmore  567-5953
Athleta
2226 Fillmore  345-8501 
Black Fleece
2223 Fillmore    931-2203
Cielo
2225 Fillmore    776-0641
Clary Sage Organics
2241 Fillmore    673-7300
Cotelac
1930 Fillmore    351-0200
Crosswalk Shoes
2122 Fillmore    921-0292
Curve
2360 Fillmore    885-4200
De Novo
2413 California    563-5937
Eileen Fisher
2216 Fillmore  346-2133
Elizabeth Charles
2056 Fillmore  440-2100
Erica Tanov
2408 Fillmore    674-1228
Gimme Shoes
2358 Fillmore    441-3040
Heidi Says
2426 Fillmore    749-0655
Heidi Says Casual
2416 Fillmore    749-1144
Heidi Says Shoes
2105 Fillmore    409-6850
James Perse
2028 Fillmore    885 0300
Jigsaw
2121 Fillmore  931-5520
Joie
2116 Fillmore  400-0367
Lilith
2029 Fillmore    913-7600
Limu
2237 Fillmore    567-9500
Marc by Marc Jacobs
2142 Fillmore  447-9322
Margaret O’Leary
2400 Fillmore    771-9982
Mio
2035 Fillmore    931-5620
Mudpie
2185 Fillmore  771-9262 
Muse Ten
1820 Fillmore    922-6873
Paolo Shoes
2000 Fillmore    885-5701
Peruvian Connection
2326 Fillmore    513-1559
Ralph Lauren
2040 Fillmore    440-6536
Roberta Freymann
2055 Fillmore    563-8595 
ruti
2119 Fillmore    441-4412
Scotch & Soda
2031 Fillmore    580-7443
Steven Alan
1919 Fillmore    351-1499 
sunhee moon
1833 Fillmore    928-1800
Toujours
2484 Sacramento 346-3988

RESALE
Crossroads Trading Co.
1901 Fillmore    775-8885
Goodwill Industries
1669 Fillmore    354-8570
Repeat Performance
2436 Fillmore    563-3123
Seconds to Go
2252 Fillmore    563-7806

SERVICES
Artists Inn
2231 Pine  346-1919
Copy.net
2404 California    567-5888
Invision Optometry
1907 Fillmore    563-9003
Jet Mail
2184 Sutter    922-9402
Music Lovers Audio
2295 Bush    345-8111
R. Carrie Insurance
2140 Sutter    567-7660
S.F. Boot & Shoe Repair
2448 Fillmore    567-6176
Skyline Cellular
1920 Post    751-8282
UPS Store
2443 Fillmore    922-6245
Walgreens
1899 Fillmore    771-4603


