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Worship in the house of jazz

No. 92 in neighborhood author Floriana Petersen’s new book of 111 don’t-miss 

places in San Francisco is at 1286 Fillmore Street: “Behind a tinted storefront 

window is St. John Coltrane African Orthodox Church. Every Sunday morning the 

front door opens to the small space, decorated with murals of a black Mary and 

Jesus, and of the congregation’s unique patron saint, John Coltrane.”

“111 PLACES YOU MUST NOT MISS”  |  PAGES 8 & 9

Photograph by

STEVE WERNEY

By Fran Moreland Johns

It may be a sleek luxury high-rise condominium 
bringing new life to Cathedral Hill. Or it may 
be a code-violating, too-tall tower adding traf-

fi c, wind, noise, parking and shadow nightmares — 
and opening the door for more spot zoning across 
the city.

New York developer ADCO Group’s plan to 
build a 36-story residential tower at 1481 Post Street 
is drawing mounting concern and opposition from 
nearby residents. Th e project is expected to come 
before the Planning Commission this month.

Th e building would replace an above-ground 
parking structure, fi tness center and tennis courts 
that adjoin Cathedral Hill Plaza apartments at Post 
and Gough, which ADCO also owns and plans to 
remodel. Th e new 
tower would rise to 
416 feet, requiring 
an exception to the 
240-foot height 
limit the city plan-
ning code sets for 
the site.

ADCO — a 
key player in the 
r e d e v e l o p m e n t 
of Cathedral Hill 
fi ve decades ago 
— is promising 
its project will be 
benefi cial to the 
neighborhood.

“Benefi ts to the 
community will 
include signifi cant streetscape improvements,” says 
ADCO’s Linda Corso. “What is now a blank wall 
on Geary will become a glass-front building with an 
expanded fi tness center,” with a  ground-level cafe 
and garden fronting 1481 Post and the apartments 
to the east. Adding pedestrian and residential activ-
ity and a mid-block crossing will enliven the area 
and increase safety, Corso maintains.

Corso says ADCO will also make extensive 
improvements to Cathedral Hill Plaza, the adja-
cent 14-story apartment building. Most signifi cant 
would be a redesign of the entry from the current 
portico on Gough to an open entryway on Post. 

But many neighbors aren’t buying it.
An array of groups and individuals dubbed SOS 

Cathedral Hill, led by the Cathedral Hill Neigh-
bors Association, opposes granting the exceptions 
required for both the height and bulk of the building.
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A discounted $15 ticket is required to visit the special exhibition galleries.  
Fees apply for dining and cocktails.

MEDIA SPONSOR

Support for Friday Nights at the de Young is provided by Hanson Bridgett and the Koret Foundation. During Friday Nights, 
funding from The Hearst Foundations makes possible free general admission to the permanent collection galleries.

Open 5–8:45pm Friday Nights
Visit our permanent collection galleries free after hours on Fridays  
and enjoy cocktails, performances, dancing, and art making. 

#thenightisdeyoung   @deyoungmuseum

Are you free Friday night?
We are.

‘Beautiful, peaceful and fruitful’:
John Ruskin’s Guild of St George

with Clive Wilmer and Aonghus Gordon

Thursday, September 10th, 6:30 p.m.
Donations Welcome 

Though the Swedenborgian Church’s style and architecture is 

by John Ruskin, an art critic, social critic, economist, naturalist, 
artist, and philanthropist. Joseph Worcester, Bernard Maybeck, 
Willis Polk, and many others took inspiration from Ruskin’s ideas 
about architecture and design, which helped to inform the Cali-

in the interest that many in the Arts and Crafts community took 

community, fellowship, and respect for nature. In 1871, Ruskin 
set up a utopian body, the Guild of St George, with the aim of re-
storing the links between art and craft, social wealth and natural 
abundance.

Clive Wilmer is the author of eight books of poetry, including New and Collected Poems. 
He teaches English at Cambridge, where he is an Emeritus Fellow of Sidney Sussex College, 
and lectures on Victorian poetry. He has written extensively on John Ruskin and William 
Morris, notably as editor of Ruskin’s Unto This Last and Other Writings and Morris’s News 
from Nowhere and Other Writings. Since 2009, Wilmer has been Master of the Guild of St 
George, the charity founded by Ruskin in 1871.

Born in Gloucester, UK, Aonghus Gordon established the arts and crafts centre at Ruskin 
Mill in 1982 after traveling extensively and studying the History of Art. Since then, Gordon 
and colleagues have initiated seven centres across the UK in which John Ruskin’s thinking 
is one of the platforms. Further centres and collaborations are underway in the UK, Norway, 
and the US. Gordon was awarded ‘Social Entrepreneur of the Year’ by Ernst & Young in 
2005 and was elected a Companion of the Guild of St George in 2010.  

San Francisco Swedenborgian Church  
2107 Lyon Street  •  415-346-6466
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City officials are promising 
to move quickly to reopen 
the empty space that formerly 

housed Yoshi’s jazz club and restaurant 
at 1330 Fillmore — although a long-
term solution is still to come.

“For the benefi t of the Lower Fill-
more neighborhood commercial cor-
ridor, it is the city’s objective to reacti-
vate the space at the Fillmore Heritage 
Center as quickly as possible,” said an 
August 20 statement from the mayor’s 
offi  ce.

“It is the city’s intention to create 
a review committee made up of both 
city offi  cials and selected community 
members to review proposals that 
have met the city’s minimum qualifi -
cations and provide recommendations 
on which proposals should be selected 
to negotiate a fi nal agreement with 
the city,” the statement said. “Th e fi nal 
details of the process will be made avail-
able at the next community meeting to be 
held in the Fillmore during the month of 
September.”

No date had been set by September 1.
“Th ere isn’t a meeting planned yet in 

September,” said Valle Brown, an aide to 
Board of Supervisors president London 
Breed, who represents the Fillmore. “We’re 
waiting for the [request for proposals] to 
be completed before a meeting will be 
arranged.”

■

At the end of a tempestuous July 27 
meeting Breed and the mayor’s staff  held, 
developer Michael Johnson took the 
microphone and for the fi rst time spoke 
publicly about the events that led from the 
creation of the Fillmore Heritage Center to 
the eventual closing of Yoshi’s — and then 
to the spectacularly quick demise of Th e 
Addition.

Johnson noted that he was primarily a 
housing developer when he was asked to 
become involved by local residents who 
wanted an African-American in charge. 
He said only two developers — he and a 
team led by basketball great Magic John-
son — were willing to take on the project.

“No one else was interested,” he said. 
“Th ere were no other developers that don’t 
look like me that were interested in coming 
into this community.”

In hindsight, he said, it was a mistake 
for him to get involved in entertainment 
and restaurants.

“It was a bad decision to go down that 
road,” he said.

After Yoshi’s San Francisco declared 
bankruptcy, Johnson decided to run the 
club and restaurant himself.

“I made another mistake,” he said. “We 

Yoshi’s Plan Still in the Works

decided we were going to try to resurrect it 
and create Th e Addition.”

He added: “We found out that operating 
that 28,000-square-foot facility was very 
diffi  cult. We went six months. We couldn’t 
make it work. We had to close.”

Johnson said the only way to make the 
Yoshi’s space work is if the city “takes a dif-
ferent approach to the fi nancial structure of 
this building” to keep it from being “loaded 
down with debt payments.”

■

Former mayor Willie Brown — who 
held the offi  ce when Yoshi’s opened in 2007 
— also spoke at the meeting, telling those 
assembled: “You know if I sat in the mayor’s 
offi  ce, you wouldn’t need to be here.”

Brown insisted it is possible to cre-
ate a profi table business with community 
involvement.

“It is achievable,” he said. “Th ere clearly 
is a way. Whether or not it remains a jazz 
facility, it needs to be within the confi nes of 
this community.”

■

Breed said in concluding the meeting: 
“We want to try to fi gure out a way to 
make this work the way we want it to work 
based on the parameters that we have to 
work within. We can be creative with those 
parameters.”

She added: “I remember working for 
Mayor Brown at Treasure Island. And 
part of what I loved about working for 
Mayor Brown was that — it wasn’t that we 
did anything that was illegal, it was more 
that we had worked with the city attorney 
to fi gure out a way we could do what we 
wanted to do. I come from that school.”

“City owed $18 million”

AUDIO/VIDEO | newfi llmore.com

The Fillmore Heritage Center now sits empty.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS■ STREET TALK

Down to the wire
for the boulangerie 

“What’s the latest with the 

boulangerie?” asks nearly everyone 

in the neighborhood you run into. 

The answer still: nothing defi nite.

Starbucks has begun closing the 

23 La Boulange locations. “We’re in 

the early stages of a phased store 

closure through September 25, 

which includes the decommissioning 

of each location,” says a spokes-

person in the Seattle headquarters. 

The La Boulange cafes on Fillmore 

and Union will close on September 

17. The maison mere boulangerie on 

Pine will close the next day.

What then? “Starbucks is in 

discussion with interested parties to 

transfer the leases for some retail 

locations,” says the spokesperson.

The smart money still says 

founder Pascal Rigo will return to 

Pine Street and take over six other 

locations, including Fillmore and 

Union. But Rigo himself — back 

from France — is keeping quiet. “It’s 

too early to say,” he told Hoodline.

■

AND BLUE BOTTLE? Construction 

has begun on the new Blue Bottle-

Tartine Bakery cafe in the two 

storefronts at Fillmore and Jackson. 

Permits were issued on August 

4 and 8 for a soft story retrofi t, 

following an earlier fi ling for a 

change of ownership from Tully’s 

to Blue Bottle, “with an expansion 

to the adjacent storefront.” A Blue 

Bottle spokesperson would say 

only: “More to come!”

■

FAREWELL LIMU: This is the fi nal 

month for one of Fillmore’s classiest 

independent boutiques, Limu. 

Owner Simone Derayeh says 

she’s calling it quits after 10 years 

because of an impending rent hike.

AUG 29, 2015–FEB 28, 2016
This exhibition is organized by the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco and the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum. Presenting Sponsors: The Michael Taylor Trust and  
Diane B. Wilsey. Director’s Circle: Akiko Yamazaki, Chair, and Anthony Sun, Chairman Emeritus, Asian Art Museum. Curator’s Circle: The Selz Foundation, Inc. Conservator’s 
Circle: Bank of the West, Mrs. Dwight (Blossom) Strong, and the Thomas W. Weisel Family. Benefactor’s Circle: Mark and Carolyn Blackburn, Paula and Bandel Carano.  
The Donald and Maureen Green Foundation, and Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Smith. Support for education and public programs is provided by the Walter and Elise Haas Fund.

‘Ahu ‘ula (cape), pre-1861, Yellow and black  (Moho nobilis) feathers, red ‘i‘iwi (Vestiaria coccinea) feathers, and  (Touchardia latifolia  
Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Ethnology Collection, 09670/1909.007. Photograph by Hal Lum and Masayo Suzuki, 2014

Rare cloaks, capes, and lei of Hawai‘i’s monarchs radiate with color in an exhibition developed in 
partnership with the Bernice Pauahi Bishop Museum, Honolulu. Discover more than 75 examples 

of featherwork, each a masterpiece of unparalleled artistry, technical skill, and cultural pride.

the sidewalk in front of their stores.
“Th ey deserve it,” she said. 

“Everyone is worried about their 
mail — but what about those won-
derful people who work there?”

By the end of August, Jet Mail 
was already a shadow of its former 
self. Many of the supplies were 
gone, and the mail was being kept 
in the back in carefully numbered 
and labeled FedEx envelopes.

“Somebody wants to buy our 
mailboxes,” said Tinsley, inviting his 
longtime customers to turn in their 
mailbox keys. He said most of the 
fi xtures and supplies were going to 
other packaging stores. 

Tinsley lives in Sacramento and 
will no longer have to drive to the 
neighborhood.

But it’s a diff erent story for San 
Francisco native Wolohan, who’s 
been working at Jet Mail for 20 
years, and haunting Fillmore Street 
and its environs much longer.

“In the ’70s, we’d get a greasy 
hamburger at the New Asia Cafe” 
— now the Elite Cafe — “and then 

hit the consignment shops,” he recalled.
He remained in his family home, 

devoted to the care of his mother, until she 
died earlier this year.

“I did my job,” he said. “Everything else 
is not quite as important.”

Th is month he’s doing double duty, 
shutting down both his business and his 
family home. He’s moving to San Rafael, 
near his brother and sister.

“I’m ready to move on,” he said.

It seemed as if Jet Mail had 
cheated death.

Two and a half years ago, 
with their prime retail space at 2130 
Fillmore, coveted by the onrush of 
fashion boutiques eager and able 
to pay far higher rent, the packag-
ing and mailing store moved south 
to 2184 Sutter. In the process, they 
sparked new life on a sleepy stretch 
of Sutter Street.

Now the gig is up. 
Jet Mail will go out of business 

on September 15, ending a 25-year 
run in the neighborhood. Th e space 
will become an insurance offi  ce.

Th ough owners Ed Tinsley and 
Kevin Wolohan had a fi ve year 
lease, with an option to renew for 
fi ve more — and though they had 
successfully re-established the busi-
ness in its new location — they got 
notice in April their space would be 
sold and that a provision in the lease 
required them to vacate.

“First I knew about it,” said 
Tinsley. He said the provision was 
inserted into the lease at the last 
minute and that neither he nor Wolohan 
knew it was there.

After fi nding they had no good options, 
they decided to shut down and not start 
over a third time. Th e individuals and busi-
nesses renting their 300 mailboxes were 
told to fi nd a new address.

“We’re losing a good neighbor,” said 
Daniel Bahmani, who works nearby at 
Copy.net, which joined the move to Sutter 
Street. “It’s going to quiet down this area.”

For Jet Mail, the End Is Here

Isabelle McGee opened Regard, her 
striking interior design studio and show-
room, next door to Jet Mail.

“Jet Mail was good for my business,” 
she said. “It’s horrible what’s happening. 
Th ey’re going to kill the street’s business. 
We’re all going to be aff ected.”

McGee has teamed up with Maryam 
Zadeh, owner of Copy.net, to throw a 
farewell party for Jet Mail’s three-person 
staff  on September 10 from 5 to 7 p.m. on 

“I’m ready to move on,” said Jet Mail’s Kevin Wolohan.
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CRIME WATCH

Burglary
Broderick and Pine Streets
July 27, 3:30 p.m.

A woman returned home to fi nd the door 
to her apartment ajar. Realizing someone 
could still be inside, she called 911. Offi  cers 
arrived and searched her apartment. Th e 
intruder was gone, but the apartment had 
been burglarized. Police believe the suspect 
found the spare key in the woman’s locked 
mailbox in the lobby.

Theft
Geary Boulevard and Masonic Avenue
July 28, 8:45 p.m.

A dozen people stormed into a beauty 
store, quickly stuff ed perfume, cologne 
and beauty products into their bags, then 
fl ed. Store employees were unable to pro-
vide detailed descriptions, stating only that 
it was a group of males and females in their 
20s. Th e matter is still under investigation. 

Theft from Mailboxes
Jackson and Broderick Streets
August 1, 3:05 a.m.

A man was walking his dog when he 
saw a man and a woman pry open the 
mailbox of a multi-unit apartment build-
ing and steal the mail. One suspect was a 
black male from 20 to 30 years old, about 
six feet all, weighing around 180 lbs. Th e 
second suspect was a black female from 30 
to 40 years old, about 5’ 4” tall, weighing 
around 200 lbs. Th ey were driving a dark 
gray mini-van. Police suspect they were 
looking for documents to use in identity 
theft.

Assault With Pepper Spray
Masonic Avenue and Geary Boulevard
August 5, 10:27 p.m.

A man and a woman fl agged down a 
taxi and asked to be taken to Masonic and 
Geary. Th ey produced three diff erent credit 
cards to pay the fare, and each was declined. 
Th ey then fl ed into a nearby store. Th e taxi 
driver chased them. One turned and pep-
per sprayed the driver, then ran from the 
scene. One suspect is a black female in 
her early 20s; the second is an Asian male 
in his early 20s. Th e matter is still under 
investigation. 

Medical Call
Presidio Boulevard and Pine Street
August 21, 12:48 a.m.

Offi  cers responded to a 911 call from a 
man who claimed to have been robbed. Th ey 
found the alleged robbery victim lying 
in a doorway. He said he was coming off  
heroin and needed an ambulance. When 
they asked him about the robbery, he told 
a vague story. Th e offi  cers checked the sur-
veillance video from a nearby business. It 
showed the man lying calmly in the door-
way, waiting for the passing citizen who 
lent him a cell phone with which he had 
called 911. Th ey determined that no rob-
bery had occurred. Paramedics then took 
the man to the hospital. 

Battery, Mental Health Detention 
Union and Webster Streets
July 22, 3:30 p.m.

An offi  cer was dispatched to Union 
and Webster regarding a battery. Th e man 
who had been assaulted told the offi  cer 
he was walking down the sidewalk when 
a woman approached him and shouted at 
him, accusing him of giving her diseases. 
Th en she fl ung hot coff ee at him; he was 
not burned. 

Th e man then followed the woman and 
saw her go into a shoe store. Here the offi  -
cer made contact with her. She admitted to 
throwing coff ee at the man and explained 
she had attacked him because he was giving 
her diseases. Th e offi  cer determined that 
she was a danger to others and transported 
her to St. Francis Hospital for a 72-hour 
evaluation hold.

Burglary of Store, Forcible Entry
Gough and Bush Streets
July 26, 8:30 p.m.

A group of medics on duty watched as 
a man moved in and out of a store through 
a broken window. Th e suspect then the saw 
the medics; he grabbed a bag and started 
to walk away. Th e medics called the police, 
who caught up with the suspect while he 
was on a bicycle at Golden Gate and Lar-
kin. Th e offi  cers found burglary tools inside 
his messenger bag and took him into cus-
tody. 

Burglary of a Vehicle
Laguna and California Streets
August 1, 5:04 a.m.

A witness called 911 to report a man 
was peering into cars and testing door 
handles. Dispatch provided offi  cers with a 
description. Th ey found the suspect walk-
ing quickly away from the area. A com-
puter check revealed three outstanding 
warrants for burglary. After placing him 
in handcuff s, they found pieces of broken 
glass in his pockets and inside his backpack. 
He was also carrying property stolen from 
the vehicle. Th e suspect was transported to 
Northern Station.

Burglary of Vehicle
Laguna Street and Geary Boulevard
August 4, 6:20 p.m.

Plainclothes offi  ces in Japantown 
observed four black juveniles looking into 
vehicles parked on the street. One suspect 
carried a spark plug attached to a string, a 
tool commonly used to break car windows. 
After an hour, the offi  cers observed that 
two of the juveniles were acting as look-
outs while the other two inspected the cars. 
Finally one broke a car’s window while 
another reached inside and snatched a bag. 
Both fl ed. Th e offi  cers gave chase and took 
all four suspects into custody. Two were 
cited and released to their parents and two 
were booked at the Juvenile Justice Center.

Suspicious Person
Broderick and Pine Streets
August 22, 3:30 p.m.

As a woman approached her apartment 
building, she saw a man standing in front of 
the gate. She asked him what he was doing; 
he said he was there to visit a friend. She 
asked him the friend’s name. When the 
man couldn’t answer, she told him to 
leave. As he walked away the woman took 
pictures of him with her phone. She then 
went inside and closed the gate behind 
her. When she returned to the entryway a 
short time later, she saw the suspect again, 
now inside the gate. She shouted at him 
and called 911. Th e suspect fl ed.

Th e intruder was a Latino male from 20 
to 25 years old, about 5’ 2” tall, weighing 
around 140 lbs. He wore his black hair in a 
ponytail and had tattoos on his right arm. 
Th e matter is still under investigation.

 Theft From a Store
Geary Boulevard and Masonic Avenue
August 23, 9:40 p.m.

Security guards watched while a man 
took miscellaneous items from the shelves 
of a store and then attempted to leave with 
them. Th ey recognized him as the same 
individual who had stolen a laptop from 
the store the previous week and called the 
police.

Th e police searched the suspect, who 
was on probation, and found his car’s 
remote key fob in his pocket. Using the 
key, the offi  cers located his car in the park-
ing lot. Searching it, they found a window 
punching tool often used to break into cars 
and two expensive bicycles. Th ey suspected 
the bikes were stolen, but when they ran 
the serial numbers they learned neither 
bike had been reported as missing, so they 
were unable to seize them. Th e suspect was 
arrested for shoplifting.

California Parents Believe Tuition Insurance Can 
Protect One of their Biggest Investments

The cost of attending California’s public 
four-year universities is at an all-time high. As 
college tuition costs continue to rise, parents 
have become increasingly concerned about 
what will happen to their tuition investment if 
their child has to suddenly withdraw from 
school. Fortunately for California residents, 
tuition insurance may provide the answer to 
these concerns. 

A recent survey of parents with college-aged 
children – conducted by Allianz Global 
Assistance, a world leader in travel insurance, 
assistance and personal services, and a 
subsidiary of Allianz SE, one of the world’s 
largest property and casualty insurers – found 
that 81 percent of respondents believed 
tuition insurance was important, given the 
current climate of rapidly rising tuition. 
Seeing an opportunity to assist parents and 
students in protecting their tuition 
investment, Allianz Global Assistance has 
launched its new tuition insurance product in 
California along with several other states.

“Our survey shows that parents and students 
are clearly worried about what will happen to 
their tuition investment in the case of a 
sudden withdrawal,” said Joe Mason, chief 
marketing officer at Allianz Global Assistance. 
“We are very pleased that residents of 
California are among the first in the nation 
who can take advantage of the opportunity to 
purchase tuition insurance to protect their 
investment.”
 
Allianz Tuition Insurance, which starts at 
$29.95 a term, protects California residents 
for both in-state and out-of-state non-refund-
able tuition costs and fees, including room 
and board. 

Allianz Tuition Insurance* is available in three 
different and distinct plans, including the 
Essential and Preferred plans, which cover 
withdrawals due to illness, injury or psycho-
logical issues that require hospitalization, and 
the Advantage plan, which covers these 
circumstances as well as almost any unforeseen 
reason. Additionally, each plan includes a 
round-the-clock Student Life Assistance 
service that assists families in the event that a 
student becomes ill or injured.  

 
With the rising cost of higher education and 
the strict guidelines many schools have in 
place for reimbursements, Allianz Global 
Assistance’s Tuition Insurance offers 
additional peace of mind with affordable 
options.

For more information about this insurance, 
visit AllianzTuitionInsurance.com or call 
(888) 427-5045. 

*Terms, conditions, reductions and exclusions apply. All 
plans not available in all states. For a complete description of 
the coverage and specific benefit limits offered under your 
plan, carefully review your declarations page and insurance 
policy. Insurance coverage is underwritten by Jefferson 
Insurance Company (NY, Administrative Office: Richmond, 
VA), rated “A+” (Superior) by A.M. Best Co., under 
Jefferson Form No. 107-P series. Allianz Global Assistance 
and Allianz Tuition Insurance are brands of AGA Service 
Company. AGA Service Company is the licensed producer 
and administrator of this plan and an affiliate of Jefferson 
Insurance Company. The insured shall not receive any 
special benefit or advantage because of the affiliation 
between AGA Service Company and Jefferson Insurance 
Company.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Allianz Tuition Insurance offers peace of mind
with its new financial safeguard

The Age of Love
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He’s Finding
His Voice
Once Again
Singing has helped
Jerry Mapp battle
Parkinson’s disease

pick up her laundry, he replied smoothly: 
“I love taking you to the cleaners.”

In his own early life growing up in 
Texas, Mapp was on his way to becoming a 
Church of Christ preacher. But he eventu-
ally realized that was not his calling.

“I was doing it for my mother,” he says 
now. “She wanted me to be a minister.”

Th ree months after he left his religious 
studies, he was drafted. His preacherly past 
came in handy, landing him in chaplain 
school. By January 1970 he was in Viet-
nam, serving an 18-month tour as an assis-
tant army chaplain.

■

Vietnam cast a long shadow for Mapp, 
as for so many others. But it hadn’t occurred 
to him it might be connected to his Parkin-

son’s disease until one afternoon in 2010 
when he was at a car wash in Sunnyvale. 
He struck up a conversation with another 
vet, who told him about a new report from 
the Veterans Administration linking some 
kinds of Parkinson’s to the Agent Orange 
defoliant widely used during the war.

“Go see my friend at the V.A.,” the other 
vet told Mapp. He did, and eventually he 
got the medical and pharmacy benefi ts that 
have helped him battle the disease.

He went for speech therapy, but found it 
boring, and knew he needed a more engag-
ing approach.

“Th en it occurred to me,” he says. 
“Maybe I could sing.”

One day he was coming out onto Bush 
Street after lunch at Out the Door, and saw 

“I stumbled onto this, and it’s a miracle. My voice 
has improved dramatically.”

— JERRY MAPP
president emeritus, California Pacifi c Medical Center Foundation

As an army chaplain in Vietnam, a young Jerry Mapp (left) led services in the fi eld — 

often in clearings that had been defoliated, as this one was, by Agent Orange.

By Thomas Reynolds

F or  years, Jerry Mapp raised 
money and cultivated donors to 
help build California Pacifi c Medi-

cal Center into the respected hospital it has 
become, with a state-of-the-art new home 
rising at Van Ness and Geary.

As president and chief executive of the 
CPMC Foundation, Mapp led a team that 
raised more than $300 million and helped 
build a portfolio of assets and endow-
ments.

Th en he got Parkinson’s disease.
Mapp retired in 2009, but has remained 

a regular presence in the neighborhood, 
often having lunch at the Grove, or his 
favored gnocchi for dinner at Via Veneto.

“It’s my ’hood,” he says, even though he 
lives out near the ocean.

Th e foundation now occupies the his-
toric red brick building that once housed 
an early telephone exchange at Pine and 
Steiner Streets, which Mapp’s fund-raising 
helped restore. He remains president emer-
itus, and he’s still on the job, if not on the 
clock.

“I still go in almost every day,” he says. 
While Parkinson’s has taken its toll, Mapp 
has not had the major motor troubles many 
Parkinson’s patients experience.

■

His main problem has been the dimin-
ished strength of his voice — his secret 
weapon in wooing donors. He was always 
a bit of a showman, acting in dramas and 
musicals during his college years and sing-
ing with the university stage band. 

As a fund-raiser, he could always pro-
duce fl owers or gifts at just the right 
moment, and show up bedside when 
friends of the hospital ended up there. He 
paid close personal attention to the hospi-
tal’s major benefactors, including philan-
thropist Nancy Hamon, for one, who for 
many years divided her time between San 
Francisco and Texas. Mapp would some-
times pick her up at the airport and squire 
her around town. When she expressed 
surprise one day that he was driving her to 

a woman standing in the doorway of the 
nearby Unity Church with a songbook in 
her hands.

“I stopped,” Mapp remembers, “and 
said, ‘Excuse me, do you know anyone who 
teaches voice?’ She said, ‘I teach voice.’ ”

And so he began taking singing lessons 
with Unity’s choir director, Danielle Kane, 
on Th ursday afternoons at the church.

“It’s worked,” he says. “My voice has 
improved dramatically.”

As added encouragement, he decided 
he’d throw himself a 70th birthday party 
in September — and provide the musical 
entertainment himself.

“It’s my party,” he says, “and I’ll sing if 
I want to.”

He’s been practicing with noted pianist 
Billy Philadelphia and recruited the rest of 
his band in the neighborhood.

“One night I stopped by the Elite Cafe 
on my way home,” Mapp says. He met 
Jeff  Magidson, who plays guitar and har-
monica at the Elite on Tuesdays. Magidson 
recruited friends to play bass and drums.

“Th en one day I was picking up my 
mail,” he says, and talking to Kevin Wolo-
han, an owner of Jet Mail. “Kevin told me 
I needed a horn player, and introduced me 
to Waldo Carter,” a neighborhood resident 
who played 
with Wolohan’s 
father’s band 
and many oth-
ers, including 
Duke Elling-
ton and Harry 
James.

Th e set list 
for the party 
includes songs 
from an album 
by Willie Nel-
son and Leon 
Russell, includ-
ing “Heart-
break Hotel” 
and “I Saw 
the Light.” He 
started with jazz standards and show tunes, 
but as his singing lessons have progressed, 
he’s come home to Texas.

“I don’t want to live in Texas,” he says, 
“but I like the music.”

■

Now that his concert date is approach-
ing, he admits, “I’m getting nervous. My 
teacher told me the other day: ‘I’ve got bad 
news for you — Willie and Leon won’t be 
here.’ ”

But it’s friends he’s inviting to the party 
and performance, and he knows they’ll be 
kind.

“I stumbled onto this, and it’s a miracle,” 
he says. “Th is party is my therapy.”

Jerry Mapp raised $300 

million for California 

Pacifi c Medical Center.

INVISION OPTOMETRY’S ANNUAL SALE
 

1907 Fillmore Street (Between Bush & Pine)
San Francisco  415 563 9003
www.invisionopto.com
Edna F. Lee, O.D.,
Clifford A. Lee, O.D., F.A.A.O.
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MissionRock.com
Paid for by San Franciscans for Affordable Housing, Jobs & Parks, Yes on Proposition D, a coalition of the San Francisco Giants, Mission Bay Residents,  

Labor and Small Business Leaders, FPPC #1377448. Major funding by the San Francisco Giants. Financial disclosures available at sfethics.org.

Dear Fellow San Franciscan,

We are the residents and small-business owners living and working closest to the proposed Mission 
Rock project and we are saying YES on Proposition D and we urge you to support it too.

Today, the area is a large surface parking lot known as Lot A. Proposition D will breathe new life into 
our community and help create a place worthy of this spectacular location.

Over the past eight years, the Giants have worked collaboratively with our neighborhood to help 
shape the plans for Mission Rock. Our community will be improved significantly by the new parks, 
waterfront access, recreational opportunities, a refurbished historic pier, affordable housing, jobs, 
neighborhood retail and restaurants, transit connections and replacement parking for Lot A.

Our neighborhood played an active role in the planning process and we are excited to see the 
transformation begin!

The Giants have consistently demonstrated a steadfast commitment to our City and our 
neighborhood. Proposition D is another example.

As neighbors of the project, we say YES on Prop D!

Please join us in improving our community.

Sincerely,

Bruce & Tara Agid, 

Mission Bay Residents 

Art & Sherrie Agnos,  
Potrero Hill Residents

Cathy Akiyama,  
South Beach Resident

William Cahill,  
South Beach Resident

Shelley Carroll,  
South Beach Resident

Derrick & Tricia Chu,  
South Beach Residents 

Chris & Noel Kelton,  

Proprietors of Primo Patio Café, 
South Beach

Toby Levine,  
Mission Bay Resident

Katy Liddell, 

South Beach Resident

Charmaine Lobo,  
South Beach Resident

Robert Mansfield,  

South Beach Resident

Ronald Miguel,  
Potrero Hill Resident

Laura Nichol,  
Potrero Hill Resident

Rudy Nothenberg, 

South Beach Resident

Peter & Janet Osborne, 

Proprietors of Momo’s & 
Mission Rock Resort, 

Mission Bay Residents 

Angeles Roy,  
Mission Bay Resident

Lauren Obstbaum 

& Sunny Schwartz,  
Mission Bay Residents

Kevin Shanahan, 
South Beach Resident

Mimi Silbert, 

President, Delancey Street 
Foundation, South Beach 

Resident

Patrick Valentino, 

Rincon Hill Resident

Jamie Whitaker, 
Rincon Hill Resident

Corinne Woods, 

Mission Creek Resident

Turning a Parking Lot 

into Parks, Jobs & 

Affordable Housing

WE SUPPORT 
PROP D:

Mayor Ed Lee

House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi

Board of Equalization Member 
Fiona Ma

State Senator Mark Leno

Assemblymembers 
David Chiu & Phil Ting

Board of Supervisors President 
London Breed

Supervisors John Avalos,  
David Campos, Julie Christensen, 

Malia Cohen, Mark Farrell, Jane Kim, 
Eric Mar, Katy Tang, Scott Wiener, 

Norman Yee

Former Mayor Art Agnos

Former State Senator John Burton

Former Assemblymember  
Tom Ammiano

Judge Quentin Kopp (ret.)

San Francisco Parks Alliance

Affordable Housing Alliance

San Francisco Bay Area Planning & 
Urban Research Association (SPUR)

UNITE HERE! Local 2

San Francisco Chamber of Commerce

San Francisco Democratic Party

San Francisco Republican Party
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Archbishop James Provence at St. Thomas Anglican Church

Local Anglican Archbishop Resigns

James Provence, the longtime rector of St. Th omas 
Anglican Church at 2725 Sacramento — who 
advanced to become archbishop of his entire break-

   away province in 2007 — has resigned following alle-
gations of sexual misconduct with a former parishioner 
of St. Th omas.

In a July 20 letter to the church’s governing body, 
Provence wrote that he had been advised  “for reasons of 
my health and chronic medical condition to step down 
from my ecclesiastical duties. I am therefore submitting 
to you my resignation as archbishop. I am relinquishing 
my seat on the council of bishops, resigning as ordi-
nary of the diocese of western states and as rector of St. 
Th omas Anglican Church, San Francisco.”

His resignation followed a formal complaint alleging 
“pastoral misconduct within a counseling relationship” 
submitted for the parishioner by attorney Charles H. 

Nalls, who is also an Anglican priest and executive direc-
tor of the Canon Law Institute in Washington, D.C.

“We regard the matter closed,” Nalls told Virtue 
Online, a website that bills itself as “the voice for global 
orthodox Anglicanism,” after Provence resigned.

“We presented a detailed complaint with exhibits 
including photographic evidence,” Nalls later com-
mented on the website. “He resigned shortly after the 
complaint and accompanying evidence were presented 
without availing himself of procedure or even off ering 
a defense.”

Th e former parishioner, Kathy Webb, alleged in a 
public letter that Provence had engaged in improper 
sexual behavior with her and with another woman.

Calls and messages to Provence and St. Th omas 
Church seeking comment were not returned by press 
time.
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FILM

Enjoy over 400 spices, herbs, salts, peppers, chiles, 

sugars, extracts, blends & gift sets from all over 

the world. We bring you the finest ingredients and 

variety possible, at affordable prices.

Come Taste Over 400 Great Products!

spiceace.com   415.885.3038

1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets) 
Lower Pacific Heights, San Francisco, CA 

Make it Delicious!

This month the neighborhood will 
again host the Legacy Film Festival 
on Aging, presenting eight fi lms 

from all over the world that inspire, edu-
cate and entertain audiences on the issues 
of aging — from the touchy but often 
comical reality of dating to dealing with 

memory loss and disease. 
Formerly a taboo topic, 

aging is unavoidable for the 
growing number lucky enough to do it. 
Sheila Malkind, executive director of the 
festival, points out that every day in the 
U.S., 10,000 turn 65. And the average life 
expectancy increased by 30 years in the last 
century.

Malkind took time out from last minute 
festival preparations to answer a few ques-
tions about its serendipitous history — and 
what viewers can expect this year.

How many years has the Legacy Film 
Festival on Aging been running?

We began in 2011, so this is our fi fth 
year. Before that, I curated a six-month 
series of fi lms called “Daring to Age Well” 
for the Pacifi c Institute.

 
What inspired you to start it?

I’ve been in the fi eld of aging in one 
way or another since I was 25, and I’m now 
77. Th e life process, including the end of 
life, fascinates me. From 1999 to 2002, I 
was the director of the Silver Images Film 
Festival in Chicago. When I moved to San 
Francisco for a new adventure, I read about 
a workshop at the San Francisco Jew-
ish Film Festival called “Images of Older 
People in the Media,” and saw the inter-
est in aging, and thought: “Well, I can’t get 
away from this aging business just yet.” So 

I registered a business, Legacy Film Series 
(legacyfi lmseries.com), and became a dis-
tributor of fi lms on aging. Th e company’s 
still in existence, renting and selling fi lms 
on aging, which are shorter and in a some-
what lighter vein.

What is your vetting process for the fi lms 
you choose?

We have a volunteer board of six people, 
plus me. We search for the right fi lms year 
round, through other festivals and through 
our call for entries, which allows fi lmmak-
ers to enter their fi lms on aging for consid-
eration through an online link.

What do you look for?
We search for artistic depictions of 

older adults: those who have adapted with 
creativity, courage and growth. And we 
don’t veer away from topics that are seri-
ous: Alzheimer’s disease, care giving, end 
of life choices, physical disabilities and loss. 
Th is year, our themes also cover sexuality 
and love, intergenerational relationships, 
friendships and creativity.

We seek both shorts and feature-length 
narratives and documentaries. Experimen-
tal and animation fi lms are also welcome. 
Films must be in English, or have clear and 
large English subtitles. We do not show 

fi lms that are disrespectful to older adults, 
or indulge in stereotypes. 

Have the responses surprised you?
Last year was a nice surprise — it was 

the fi rst year we broke even! We were sold 
out opening night. 

Why do you present the festival at the 
New People cinema in Japantown?

It’s the place we held the very fi rst fes-
tival fi ve years ago. We love the location of 
New People because of the diversity of the 
population, its central location, its moder-
nity, beauty and helpful staff . Th e theater 
seats 143, and we hope to fi ll it for each of 
the eight fi lm programs we screen. 

Is there a fi lm or two that especially has 
your heart this year?

Opening night, which kicks off  at 5:30 
p.m. on Friday, September 18, is fun-fi lled. 
Chum is a 15 minute fi ctional fi lm from 
Iceland about two old bachelor friends 
who become rivals. Th e Age of Love is 
the main fi lm that evening: a 90-minute 
delightful documentary that follows the 
humorous and bittersweet adventures of 
30 older adults who sign up for a speed 
dating event. And on the second night, 
there’s Cloudburst, with Olympia Dukakis 
and Brenda Fricker, two Oscar-winning 
actresses, in a hilarious and rowdy road 
movie. 

We always leave time for a post-screen-
ing Q&A with the audience.

Th e Legacy Film Festival on Aging runs from 
September 18 to 20 at New People Cinema, 
1746 Post. For tickets and more information, 
go to legacyfi lmfestivalonaging.org.

Th e Silver Screen
Film Festival on Aging returns to Japantown

Olympia Dukakis and Brenda Fricker star in Cloudburst, screening September 19.

■ Q & A
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Every Monday at 

The Elite Cafe

Elite Cafe
2049 Fillmore Street  (@ California)

www.TheEliteCafe.com
415.346.8400

Music from 6:00 - 9:00

A casual and FUN Fillmore neighborhood 
taqueria serving MEXICAN CLASSICS

 

 organic tortillas and more...

We love catering fiestas  
& corporate meetings!  

2401 California Street @ Fillmore
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By Floriana Petersen
photographs by steve werney

For the last few years, Miles, my 
beautiful Rhodesian Ridgeback, and 
I would walk through the neighbor-

hood every morning. Down 
to Fillmore, up to Broadway, 
over to Lyon, back to Sacra-
mento. I would point things 
out to him. I am a designer, 
by trade and by nature, and I 
am fi nely tuned to detail: the 
font in a logo, the frame on 
a window, the way a paint-
ing is lighted, the clasp on a 
woman’s handbag.

I would remark at the 
details as we walked along. 
Sometimes Miles would look 
disdainful, as though to say, 
“Why are you so fascinated by that?” And 
so we would go on. He held to his myster-
ies; I held to mine. Th en one day he died. 
He was 14.

■

It was Miles who fi rst got me think-
ing about the nature of interesting places 
in the city. Our journeys led me to start 

a blog about art, architecture and unusual 
places in the Bay Area, which led to my 
new book, 111 Places in San Francisco You 
Must Not Miss, one of a series of 111 Places 
books published by the German publisher 
Emons Verlag. 

I covered many of the 
customary places in the city, 
including such landmarks 
in our neighborhood as the 
Swedenborgian Church, the 
Lyon Street steps, the Gold 
Coast on outer Broadway, 
and the St. John Coltrane 
African Orthodox Church.

I also discovered new 
places around the city. Andy 
Goldsworthy’s Building 95 
at the Presidio was one, along 
with the Chinese Telephone 
Exchange on Washington 

Street; Sunny Jim Rolph’s “love nest” in 
Noe Valley; the Antique Vibrator Museum 
on Polk Street; the Interval, a bar opened by 
the Long Now Foundation at Ft. Mason; 
the extraordinary Warrior-Surfer mural 
on Noriega, on the walls above the Devil’s 
Teeth Bakery.

Th e publisher’s format called for only 

The Presidio Pet Cemetery
The gravestones include such names as Heidi, Willie, Trouble and Mr. Iguana. 

Heidi was a 10-year-old collie. Willie was a hamster. Trouble was nine years of 

“no trouble,” but what species we’ll never know. And Mr. Iguana? It seems the 

name speaks for itself.

These are just a few of the hundreds of interred animals in the city’s most 

notable pet cemetery, which you’ll fi nd in the Presidio, directly under the new and 

“reimagined” Doyle Drive, that looming viaduct leading to and from the Golden 

Gate Bridge. In the last few years the causeway has been seismically retrofi tted, 

and these days the pet cemetery is best seen in passing. Entry is forbidden — at 

least until the highway reconstruction is complete, no later than 2016. 

The cemetery grounds, about the size of a small soccer fi eld, 

have long been neglected and left to ruin. At one time, it was all 

quite elaborate and treasured, but now many of the gravestones 

have cracked or collapsed. The dilapidated white picket fence is 

no longer white and is made redundant by a chain-link enclosure. Even the jade 

plants have turned black. Only two palm trees enliven the landscape. Still, the 

fading headstones provide endearing tidbits about the beloved pets buried there, 

most of whom came from military families in the 1950s and 1960s. There is the 

stone that simply reads, “Sarge,” and another that’s inscribed, “A G.I. Pet, he did 

his time.” There’s the parakeet referred to as “Our Knucklehead,” and the dog 

named “Sheesa-nut.”

On one grave, the epitaph states, “George accepted us people.” There are 

some stones with big red hearts to mark the unknown. And then there’s the grave 

of “Bali Boring,” a toy poodle belonging to “Major and Mrs. Boring.”

The cemetery is also home to at least one living feline resident – a black cat, 

clearly feral, itching and licking, and no doubt content in this gopher heaven.

— From 111 Places in San Francisco That You Must Not Miss

THE AUDIUM — A revolutionary setting 

at 1616 Bush Street where you can 

“experience” sound, not just listen to it, 

while sitting in absolute darkness.

KABUKI SPRINGS & SPA — Among the 

gifts Japanese immigrants brought to San 

Francisco was the art of sento bathing 

in a public bathhouse for both washing 

oneself and soaking communally with 

others.

■ EXCERPT

13th Annual NCPHS Gala

Tuesday, October 6, 2015

Visit SeniorServicesNorCal.org/events for ticket information.

olli.sfsu.eduBrowse all current courses, view  
upcoming events and register online. 
For more information, call 415.817.4243.

oll i  @ sf state university fall ’15

Keys to Healthy Aging:  
Be Engaged, Curious 

and Active

Courses starting September 8 include:

Signs of Aliens: Religion, Law, 
Psychology and Alien Abduction 
Narratives

An Introduction to the San Francisco 
Opera’s 2015–2016 Season  

Coming in from the Cold: U.S.–Cuban 
Relations in the 21st Century

Exoplanets – Planets outside of our 
Solar System

Film Noir and the Hollywood Blacklist

A Local ’s Search
Designer’s blog about unusual places grows 

BOOKS
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Building 95 in the Presidio
Somewhere in the Presidio National Park, near Crissy Field, archeologists found 

a shell mound dating from A.D. 740. The location is undisclosed, but its existence 

goes to prove a point: This is old and hallowed ground. It is also a reminder of 

lost empires.

Among the Presidio’s personalities is the art of Andy Goldsworthy, the British 

sculptor and environmentalist, whose use of natural materials to craft man-made 

forms defi nes his body of work. In 2011, he created Wood Line, a serpentine 

sculpture made of eucalyptus logs. In 2008, he erected a 90-foot tower of tree 

trunks called Spire, located on the Bay Area Ridge Trail. But perhaps his most 

resonant work is Tree Fall, which can be found in Building 95, also called the Old 

Stone Powder Magazine, on the Main Parade Ground. The one-

room, windowless, single-story building dates back to 1863 and 

is one of the oldest structures in the Presidio. The 20- by 17-foot 

interior is surrounded by four-foot-thick walls; it was the central 

storage facility for gunpowder and ammunition when the Presidio was still an 

active military post.

Completed in 2013, Tree Fall is a site-specifi c installation that beautifully 

refl ects Goldsworthy’s ethos. It consists of a felled eucalyptus tree trunk 

suspended between “false” walls that were erected inside the historic building 

by the artist’s team in order to protect the original walls from damage or 

modifi cation. The branches and the dropped ceiling above them are caked with 

cracked dried clay (made from Presidio dirt), creating the impression of a mud 

“skin” that feels both ancient and timeless. The intimate space has a very earthy, 

pure smell, like an underground cellar or a cave. There is no artifi cial illumination, 

only the daylight that fi lters in from outside through the narrow arched doorway. 

All in all, it reminds you of a little subterranean chapel.

— From 111 Places in San Francisco That You Must Not Miss

111 places, so some of my choice spots 
did not fi nd their way into the book. One 
of those was the nearby Neptune Society 
Columbarium. It’s a mix of whimsy and 
sentimentality. It’s also a designated land-
mark with a fabulously rich history.

Some wild characters had to be left out 
of the book, too, including “Horsetrader” 
Ed Balatti, one of the original 49ers and 
the owner of a used car lot on the corner 
of Eddy and Van Ness. A Pacifi c Heights 
matron once said about him: “He was a 
football player, a crook and a con artist, 
and these people have a lot of aggressive 
energy, which is why he was such a draw 
in San Francisco society, where the women 
have been sitting around with men whose 
true love is for each other, (and) for playing 
dominoes down at the club. So along comes 
this man with real masculine energy, who 
for once wasn’t like a brother or a pet.”

■

Since Miles left I still take daily walks 
through the neighborhood. And I still 
remark on its fonts and shades.

111 Places in San Francisco You Must 
Not Miss is available at Browser Books on 
Fillmore and Books Inc. in Laurel Village.

Floriana Petersen — born in Slovenia,  

educated in European art history and 

practiced in the restoration of medieval 

frescoes — is an interior designer who 

lives in the neighborhood. For more 

information on her design work, visit 

fl orianainteriors.com.

WOOD LINE — Soldiers in the Presidio 

would walk inland to visit their sweet-

hearts along a meandering trail that 

became known as Lovers’ Lane. The trail 

was one of the inspirations for artist Andy 

Goldsworthy’s sculpture, Wood Line.

SWEDENBORGIAN CHURCH — In 1895, a 

Swedenborgian church was constructed 

in the heart of Pacifi c Heights.The great 

American poet Robert Frost regularly 

attended Sunday School there as a youth.

■ EXCERPT

Join us for an uplifting Sunday 
with gospel music and Chef Lawrence’s 
soulful brunch in the  historic Fillmore.

Seatings at 11:00am & 1:00pm
Reservations recommended.

W H E R E

the fi llmore district 
1300 fi llmore street at eddy

san francisco, ca 94115

PA R K I N G

public garage

R E S E R VAT I O N S

415.771.7100 or www.1300fi llmore.com

 O N  F I L L M O R E

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    (415) 567-7824    Free Parking

Liturgy of the Hours (Daily)
Morning Prayer 7:15 am/Sat 8:00 am

Evening Prayer 5:00 pm

Reconciliation Sat 5:00 pm,  
Sun 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mon & Wed 8:30 am & 6 pm 
Tue & Fri 8:30 pm

The church is open for prayer all day 
and into the early evening.

5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil) 
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am 
1:30, 5:30 & 9:00 pm

WEEKDAYS 
6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm

SATURDAY 
7:40 am Rosary, 8:00 am Mass

                     PRAYERS & SACRAMENTSMASSES                

 for City Secrets
into a new book that’s part of a global series
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In addition to concerns about traffi  c and 
shadowing, opponents say the size of the 
building would create safety issues for the 
hundreds of seniors who live in the imme-
diate area. 

“Th is proposed project would be out of 
scale and incompatible with the existing 
plan of our neighborhood,” says Marlayne 
Morgan, president of the Cathedral Hill 
association.

Th e neighborhood plan in question 
grew out of the much-reviled redevelop-
ment push in the 1960s that leveled Japan-
town and gutted the heart of the Western 
Addition.

One early segment of the redevelopment 
area, centered around a new St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, became known as Cathe-
dral Hill. Bordered roughly by Franklin, 
O’Farrell, Post and Octavia, Cathedral Hill 
was planned with residential buildings of 
varying heights up to 240 feet interspersed 
with open spaces — including the parking 
structure and tennis courts at 1481 Post. 
A restriction in the plan that prohibited 
building on the 1481 site expired after 40 
years. 

New York developer Alvin 
Dworman, founder and chairman 
of ADCO, played a key role in 

redeveloping Cathedral Hill. In addition 
to Cathedral Hill Plaza apartments, he 
built the 240-foot residential tower at 1200 
Gough Street, on the corner of Geary Bou-
levard, and helped the Catholic Church put 
together land for St. Mary’s Cathedral. He 
also developed the Normandy apartments 
south of St. Mary’s.

ADCO’s promotional materials claim 
1481 Post will be an especially important 
addition to the city’s housing stock because 

1481 Post Neighbors Have a Plan of  Th eir Own

roughly half of its 262 units are “family-
friendly,” with two bedrooms or more. 

To get the variances it needs to exceed 
the height and open space requirements of 
the site, ADCO is touting the community 
benefi ts it is off ering in exchange for code 
exceptions. “We are talking with organi-
zations like the Buchanan YMCA, Boys 
and Girls Club, and groups in Japantown,” 
Corso says, and conducting “listening ses-
sions” to assess neighborhood needs.

Opponents argue that community 
benefi ts are elusive and negligible, and do 
not off set the adverse impact of the luxury 
tower. 

“Cathedral Hill is already a densely 
populated neighborhood, with more than 
10,000 people per square mile, many of 
them elderly,” Morgan says. She points to 
the Martin Luther Tower on Franklin, the 
Sequoias and Nihonmachi  senior housing 
projects, plus the Broadmoor, Coventry 
and Carlisle, which “have added hundreds 

of units for seniors to the many long-time 
residents who have aged in place.”

It is the threat to the senior popula-
tion that also concerns Carlisle resident 
Gabriel Gregoratos, a retired cardiolo-

gist. 
“Th e shadowing of senior housing for 

extended periods poses a health problem 
for the elderly,” Gregoratos says, “and the 
extra traffi  c will make Post a very diffi  cult 
street to walk on.” Citing plans for several 
hundred additional cars entering and exit-
ing on Post Street, Gregoratos says there 
will be very real danger to the thousands of 
seniors regularly walking, driving or taking 
public transportation in the area. “When 
we purchased these units, we were told of 
the potential building,” he says, “but we did 
not know ADCO would seek a variance to 
build a 36-fl oor tower.”

Gregoratos points out that the new 
California Pacifi c Medical Center will 

have entry and exit ramps for its emergency 
room two blocks away on Post Street.

ADCO’s Corso notes that the draft 
environmental impact report for the proj-
ect — not yet approved — says the impact 
on parking and traffi  c would be negligible.

Cathedral Hill’s Morgan acknowledges 
changes in parking supply are not consid-
ered a signifi cant environmental impact 
under current codes, but she says the impact 
will be real.

“Th e 442 parking spaces the developer 
proposes to build on this site will generate 
3,182 net new trips per day,” Morgan says. 
“Even with one to one parking for 262 new 
spaces, there will still be a shortfall of 33 
street parking spaces per day and 77 per 
evening.”

Neighbors have hired architects, law-
yers and consultants to try to mitigate the 
eff ects of the new tower, and have submit-
ted alternative designs to the Planning 
Commission. Th e consensus favorite pro-
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EXISTING: Tennis courts and a garage now occupy the space to be developed. PROPOSED: Plans call for a 36-story tower with 262 residential units on the site.

An alternative 

code-compliant 

plan proposed by 

neighbors would 

reduce the height of 

the tower and add 

townhouses.

 FROM PAGE ONE

2500 CALIFORNIA (AT STEINER)  |   pacificheightschevron.com

OPEN EVERYDAY 8am - 9pm
Repair Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm 

  CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT NOW
415.567.1136 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY SPECIALS

 

Friendly, Knowledgeable, Cu ng Edge, Finest Selec on, Discounted Prices  
San Francisco family owned (24/7)  VitaminExpress.com or 1-800-500-0733 

Visit us @1428 Irving  

Between 15th and 16th Avenues 
incredible selec on, fantas c prices, 

friendly & excellent customer service! 

Thank You Fillmore! 
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Behind the push-pull of resi-
dents and developer battling 
over the proposed luxury condo 

at 1481 Post are a million stories. 
On one side are the stories of how 

those residents came to live there and 
scars that remain from the redevelop-
ment of the neighborhood. On the 
other is the story of one highly regarded, 
immensely successful New York devel-
oper at the center of it all half a century 
ago — and now in the spotlight again.

Alvin Dworman, chairman, founder 
and singular force of ADCO Group, is 
the longtime central fi gure in the rede-
velopment of Cathedral Hill. Dworman 
was already well on his way toward the 
billions of dollars he would make for 
himself and his investors with varied 
developments across the U.S. when he 
fi rst learned of San Francisco’s Western 
Addition Redevelopment A-1 project 
in 1960. 

“I get this call saying you have to 
come to San Francisco right away, you 
can get the Western Addition,” he 
recalled in a rare 2007 interview with 
the San Francisco Business Times. “I said, 
‘What the hell is that?’ I don’t think I 
had ever been in San Francisco before.” 

But he made the trip, soon becom-
ing what ADCO’s website describes 
as the Western Addition’s designated 
developer. Among the major parcels he 
acquired when the neighborhood was 
bulldozed was one key lot bordered by 
Post, Gough, Geary and Octavia. He 
put up a 14-story apartment building, 
Cathedral Hill Plaza, on the Gough 
Street end, with an adjoining above-

“I get this call saying you have to come to San Francisco 
right away, you can get the Western Addition.” 

— ALVIN DWORMAN, chairman of ADCO Group

posed by Northern California Presbyterian 
Homes and Services, parent organization 
of the Sequoias, is within the 240-foot 
height limit.

“Our position has never been to oppose 
development of the site,” says Kathie 
Cheatham, former president of the Sequoias 
Residents Association and a board member 
of the parent organization. “Th at is their 
right. Our proposed design, with a 240-foot 
tower and townhouses on Post and Geary, 
would certainly increase the ‘eyes on the 
street’ and help preserve the neighborhood 
character. We have only asked for a sympa-
thetic view toward the negative eff ects on 
the neighborhood that could be mitigated.”

Corso says her company has no 
interest in a smaller building. 

“We could build a code-com-
pliant building right now,” she says. “Th ere 
would be no community benefi ts.” 

Morgan notes that other developers 
have worked with community members to 
fi nd acceptable compromises. 

“ADCO should always have been pro-
viding benefi ts for the communities they 
displaced in the Fillmore and Japantown,” 
Morgan adds. “Fifty years later, we need 
major commitments from them for aff ord-
able housing, not more luxury condos. And 
spot zoning for this one project opens the 
door to height and density exemptions 
both here and in the surrounding neigh-
borhoods west of Van Ness.” 

Th ere is a palpable sense of frustration 
on the part of SOS Cathedral Hill groups. 

“Th e developer’s unyielding position 
in the face of community opposition is 
impossible to understand in the current 
San Francisco environment of working 
with the community to reach accord,” 
Cheatham says.

Back in the Spotlight, 50 Years Later

1481 Post, with 300-plus apartments 
and a 50-bed skilled nursing section. 
Th ere is also a 12-story retirement con-
dominium, the Carlisle, directly across 
Post Street, plus multiple other senior 
residences within a few blocks. 

Nearby senior neighbors have 
become a vocal force in questioning 
why the city should allow Dworman to 
build a tower that so massively exceeds 
the area’s zoning.

Alvin Dworman claims his new 
project will create 262 “environmentally 
conscious, transit oriented homes and 
a more active and vibrant pedestrian 
experience.” If he succeeds, it will con-
fi rm the reputation that brought him to 
the area more than 50 years ago. 

— Fran Moreland Johns

ground parking structure topped by 
tennis courts on the western half. 

Th e western portion was protected 
from development for 40 years, desig-
nated as one of the open spaces planned 
into the new Cathedral Hill area. Now, 
40 years after buying the property, Dwor-
man is back with a proposal to build a 
36-story luxury tower with 262 units 
off ering multiple amenities and views.

“Alvin doesn’t sell, he buys,” his 
friend, former mayor Willie Brown, 
told the Business Times.

During the 40 years Dworman sat on 
the property, the community grew, and 
aged. Senior homes and assisted living 
facilities, mostly church-related, went up 
around Cathedral Hill — most signifi -
cantly the Sequoias, which is adjacent to 

Highly competitive and famously complex, the 

San Francisco Bay Area real estate market can be 

both challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns 

savvy, informed urbanites into successful 

homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrRE.com
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“I was surrounded by people who believed 
in me and helped to guide me at SHC. The 
mentorship and support I received has 
been so important to my development.” 

—Precious Listana, 
Class of 2015 Valedictorian, 
Gates Millennium Scholar

The City is our classroom, and SHC 
students take full advantage of the 
rich learning environment that exists 
within and right outside our doors. 
Visit us and you will find students 
representative of San Francisco in 

their diversity and passion for learn-
ing; a faculty dedicated to the success 
of each student; and a state-of-the-
art campus located in the heart of the 
City. Join us and find out why students 
and their families choose SHC.

Learn more at shcp.edu/nf

Fearless, We Pursue

EXCELLENCE
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By Sandy Stadtfeld

More than  years after Frank Pixley — Cali-
fornia pioneer, businessman, former state Attor-
ney General and longtime editor and publisher 

of Th e Argonaut — enabled the construction of a church 
on his family’s property at Union and Steiner Streets, it 
remains the vibrant home of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin.

Yet Pixley was an unlikely benefactor. Openly hostile 
toward churches and churchmen of any denomination,  
he described himself as “an agnostic with a touch of athe-
ism.”

■

After studying law in his home state of New York and 
practicing briefl y in Michigan, Pixley came to California in 
1849 in pursuit of gold. Learning quickly there were easier 
and more prestigious occupations than placer mining, Pix-
ley entered legal practice and civic life in San Francisco. 
In 1853, he married Amelia van Reynegom, daughter of 
a merchant sea captain with extensive property in Marin 
County in what would become Corte Madera. Gaining 
stature as an attorney and politician, Pixley was elected 
California’s Attorney General in 1861 and later served as a 
regent of the University of California.

LOCAL HISTORY

An Argonaut in Cow Hollow
Frank Pixley — an unlikely benefactor — brought religion to the neighborhood
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Pixley inherited land just east of San Francisco’s Presi-
dio and was among the earliest gentrifi ers of Cow Hollow, 
until then a bucolic enclave of laundries, vegetable gardens, 
breweries, tanneries and dairy farms. Th e Pixleys built their 
estate on the block bounded by Union, Steiner, Green and 
Fillmore Streets. Th e entire block was a forested com-
pound, the gracious Pixley mansion screened from the 
outside world in a central grove.

In 1877, Pixley launched Th e Argonaut, a literary-
minded weekly magazine that helped establish such writ-
ers and poets as Ambrose Bierce, Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Bret Harte and Ina Coolbrith.

It was said of Frank Pixley’s own writing that he was 
“frequently wrong, but never dull.” He wielded Th e Argo-
naut as a personal weapon, thrusting at individuals who 
slighted, discounted or disagreed with him, and slashing at 
such foes as organized labor, the Irish, the Chinese and the 
Roman Catholic church.

■

In 1890, at the age of 65, Pixley declared in one of his 
last columns: “Th e information is abroad that the writer 
had turned Roman Catholic and had conveyed a church 
lot on Fillmore Street for the erection of a Roman Catho-
lic church; that he was making preparations to die and had 

In this view from Vallejo and Scott Streets, circa 1893, the Pixley estate occupies the entire wooded block bounded by Green, Steiner, Union and Fillmore Streets.

TO PAGE 14 

Frank Pixley

Michael W. Perry
& Company

Fine Custom Framing
Antique Prints & Maps

1837 Divisadero • 415-563-8853
www.mwperry.com

1904 FILLMORE STREET 415.771.4446
hihosilver.com

2418 Fillmore Street  
Between Washington & Jackson
Tuesday - Saturday 12pm to 6pm

MURETA’S          
ANTIQUES

We Buy & Sell Antique Jewelry

415.922.5652
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paid a sum of money to the Roman Catho-
lic church for masses for the repose of his 
soul when dead.”

Responding to rumors that Catho-
lic Archbishop Patrick W. Riordan had 
approached him about acquiring property 
for a new church in Cow Hollow, Pixley 
wrote: “Th at we are making preparations to 
die is true, but it is to settle up our aff airs in 
this world and not to prepare ourselves for 
escaping in the next world.”

Pixley’s denial he was traffi  cking with 
Catholics explained only part of the story. 
In 1890, he was approached by Episcopal 
Bishop Ingraham Kip, who wanted to lease 
property at Union and Steiner Streets as 
the site of a new Episcopal church. 

Bishop Kip’s agent for the transaction 
was Rev. William W. Bolton, educated 
in England at Cambridge University and 
recently arrived in San Francisco, who 
would become St. Mary’s fi rst rector. Bol-
ton was an overt Anglo Catholic, a strain 
regarded by American Episcopalians as 
liturgically ostentatious, suspiciously Pop-
ish and condescendingly British. Bishop 

Kip had admitted Bolton to practice in 
California with grave reservation, and was 
happy to dispatch the Anglican to the sec-
ular frontiers of Cow Hollow. Pixley was 
the perfect lion to whom Bolton could be 
thrown.

Bolton’s memoirs recount Pixley’s 
response to his pitch for land on which to 
build a new church:

“I hate your ----- religion and all reli-
gions and you ask me for land to spread 
it. . . . My wife has heard you in that 
----- snob’s church she goes to. I’ll give 
nobody my land; you’re too ----- poor 

to pay for it, but I like your pluck in 
tackling that Hell ’s job in Cow Hollow; 
and ----- I can’t refuse you fl at. I’ll 
speak to my wife. Come back here today 
week and I’ll let you know. Good day.”
During the week following Bolton’s 

proposal, it is likely that Amelia Pix-
ley exercised considerable infl uence on 
her husband. Frank Pixley never tired of 
antagonizing the Catholic church, and 
probably thought he outdid himself by 
planting Bishop Kip’s new Episcopalian 
church down the hill — a full 10 years 
before Archbishop Riordan fi nally, in 1901, 

established a new parish in the area when 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church was 
built at Green and Steiner Streets.

■

Frank Pixley died in 1895 at the age of 
70. Th ree years later Amelia Pixley died. 
Th eir cremated remains were interred in 
the crypt beneath the fl oor of St. Mary’s, 
where they remain today.

An earlier version of this article appeared in 
the Cow Hollow Church News, the parish 
newsletter of the Episcopal Church of St. 
Mary the Virgin.
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A view from Russian Hill toward Cow Hollow and the Presidio in 1856, the year the Pixleys moved to the area. Washerwoman’s 

Lagoon is in the center, and the unpaved Presidio Road, now Union Street, recedes into the distance at the left.
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‘Frequently
Wrong, but
Never Dull’

A street in Cow Hollow 

recalls Frank Pixley.

The wonderfully fashionable mix of a life well 

lived is right here at San Francisco Towers, the 

city’s most appealing senior living community. 

Margaret finds time to help organize both our 

fundraiser fashion show and our annual holiday 

trunk show. To learn more, or for your personal 

visit, please call 415.447.5527.

Margaret Handelman, resident since 2011

A not-for-profit community owned and operated by Episcopal Senior Communities. 
License No. 380540292 COA #177  EPSF723-01RF 090115

1661 Pine Street San Francisco, CA 94109   sanfranciscotowers-esc.org

The Life She

WANTS
In The City She Loves.
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A late summer holiday
Demand for San Francisco real estate remains at a fever pitch, and confi dence in 

the local economy is riding high. But that didn’t stop home buyers from skipping 

town for a vacation in the late summer.

Only one single-family home — 2002 California Street — changed hands 

in the neighborhood between mid-July and mid-August. That’s a pretty big 

slowdown, even for summer, compared with the same time period two years 

ago, when 10 homes sold. Late summer condo sales in Lower Pacifi c Heights, 

Pacifi c Heights, Cow Hollow and Presidio Heights have also diminished 

substantially over the past couple of years: 24 this year, compared with 41 

two years ago.

— Data and commentary provided by PATRICK BARBER, president of Pacifi c Union. 

Contact him at patrick.barber@pacunion.com or call 415-345-3001.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA PK  Sq ft  Days Date Asking Sale 

2002 California St  4 4 2 2,750 5 8/13/2015 3,500,000  3,750,000  

         

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

2945 Baker St #5  0 1 0 265 99 7/16/2015 425,000  424,900  

34 Harris Place  1 1 0 759 62 7/31/2015 739,000  739,000  

2415 Van Ness Ave #606 1 1 1 558 12 7/20/2015 649,000  750,000  

2542 Sacramento St #102 1 1 1 650 23 7/23/2015 679,000  800,000  

2101 Baker St #12  1 1 1 807 37 7/31/2015 779,000  825,000  

1817 California St #209 2 1 1 n/a 20 7/17/2015 749,000  829,000  

2121 Laguna St #7  2 1 1 n/a 31 7/17/2015 799,000  880,000  

2653 Post St  2 1 1 1,060 30 7/24/2015 795,000  925,000  

1885 Jackson St #201 2 2 1 885 27 8/4/2015 900,000  955,000  

2040 Franklin St #1004 1 1 1 n/a 12 7/31/2015 880,000  960,000  

1998 Broadway #807 2 2 1 1,200 48 7/17/2015 1,299,000  1,225,000  

3117 Buchanan St  2 1 1 1,036 13 7/30/2015 1048,000 1,280,000  

2075 Sutter St #527  2 2 1 1,084 27 8/13/2015 995,000  1,300,000  

1998 Broadway #904 2 2 1 980 52 7/21/2015 1,198,000  1,425,000  

1998 Broadway #906 2 2 1 1,170 10 7/30/2015 1,278,000  1,490,000  

1541 Filbert St #1  3 2 1 1,350 9 8/14/2015 1,595,000  1,750,000  

2717 Sacramento St 3 2 1 n/a 14 7/30/2015 1,595,000  1,817,000  

2121 Scott St  2 1 1 1,503 8 8/14/2015 1,795,000  1,950,000  

2110 Pine St #B  3 2 1 1,707 29 8/4/2015 1,795,000  1,960,000

345 Locust St #2  3 2 1 1,504 13 8/4/2015 1,898,000  2,300,000  

1960 Vallejo St #1  3 2 1 2,120 84 7/21/2015 2,850,000  2,550,000  

250 Laurel St #301  4 3 1 2,290 70 7/28/2015 3,495,000  3,100,000  

1810 Green St  3 3 2 2,000 45 7/24/2015 2,795,000  3,400,000  

2288 Broadway #1N 3 3 2 n/a 13 7/21/2015 4,350,000  4,725,000

This open full 

I

$1,795,000

 

our favorite 
new arrivals.

home consignment

shop online: WELOVELEFTOVERS.COM

O P E N  D A I LY  1 0 - 6

1350  VAN NESS  AVE

4 1 5 . 4 0 9 . 0 0 8 8

415 - 821 - 3760  .  1031 Valencia St., San Francisco  .  jmoyerlandscaping.com
Landscape Contractor License 853919 . Pest Control License 36389

1990EST:

Specialists in Residential

Urban Landscaping
Janet Moyer Landscaping specializes in the creation of custom residential 
landscapes that address the unique challenges posed by San Francisco’s 

climate, terrain and architectural constraints.



Steven Alan
1919 Fillmore 415-351-1499 
sunhee moon
1833 Fillmore 415-928-1800
Toujours
2484 Sacramento 415-346-3988
2130
2130 Fillmore 415-563-1717

GIFTS & FLOWERS
Cottage Industry
2326 Fillmore 415-885-0326
Fillmore Florist
1880 Fillmore 415-929-5200
In Water
2132 Fillmore 415-359-1232
L’Occitane
2207 Fillmore 415-563-6600
Nest
2300 Fillmore 415-292-6199
Paper Source
1925 Fillmore 415-409-7710 
Papyrus
2109 Fillmore 415-474-1171

HOME & GARDEN
Duxiana
1803 Fillmore 415-673-7134
Flor
2226 Bush 415-359-9790
Jonathan Adler
2133 Fillmore 415-563-9500
Music Lovers Audio
2295 Bush 415-345-8111 
The Shade Store
1932 Fillmore 415-848-9179  
Zinc Details
1905 Fillmore 415-776-2100

JEWELRY
Alexis Bittar
1942 Fillmore 415-567-5113
Elite Fine Jewelry
2480 Sacramento 415-931-9100
Eric Trabert Goldsmith
2420 Fillmore 415-567-8887
Gallery of Jewels
2115 Fillmore 415-771-5099
Hi Ho Silver
1904 Fillmore 415-771-4446
Surprise Party Beads & Shells
1900 Fillmore 415-771-8550

NEWS & BOOKS
Browser Books
2195 Fillmore 415-567-8027
Forest Books
1748 Buchanan 415-563-8302
Kinokuniya Books
1581 Webster 415-567-7625 

 

PETS
Aqua Forest Aquarium
1718 Fillmore 415-929-8883
George
2512 Sacramento 415-441-0564
Russian Hill Dog Grooming
2178 Bush 415-931-1108
SF SPCA
2343 Fillmore 415-522-3500

RESALE
Crossroads Trading Co.
1901 Fillmore 415-775-8885
Goodwill Industries
1669 Fillmore 415-354-8570
Repeat Performance
2436 Fillmore 415-563-3123
Seconds to Go
2252 Fillmore 415-563-7806

SERVICES
Artists Inn
2231 Pine 415-346-1919
Copy.net
2174 Sutter 415-567-5888
Invision Optometry
1907 Fillmore 415-563-9003
Jet Mail
2184 Sutter 415-922-9402
R. Carrie Insurance
2140 Sutter 415-567-7660
S.F. Boot & Shoe Repair
2448 Fillmore 415-567-6176
Skyline Cellular
1920 Post 415-751-8282
UPS Store
2443 Fillmore 415-922-6245
Walgreens
1899 Fillmore 415-771-4603

ART & ANTIQUES
African Plural Art Gallery
1305 Fillmore 415-539-5873
Kuraya Japanese Antiques
2425 California 415-885-3313
Mureta’s Antiques
2418 Fillmore 415-922-5652
Narumi Japanese Antiques
1902 Fillmore 415-346-8629
Walter Adams Framing
2019B Fillmore 415-922-6811

CLOTHING & SHOES
Alice & Olivia
2259 Fillmore  415-813-2805
Asmbly Hall
1850 Fillmore  415-567-5953
Athleta
2226 Fillmore  415-345-8501
Black Fleece
2223 Fillmore 415-931-2203
Cielo
2225 Fillmore    415-776-0641
Cotelac
1930 Fillmore    415-351-0200
Crosswalk Shoes
2122 Fillmore    415-921-0292
Curve
2360 Fillmore    415-885-4200
De Novo
2413 California    415-563-5937
Eileen Fisher
2216 Fillmore  415-346-2133
Elizabeth Charles
2056 Fillmore  415-440-2100
Ella Moss
1913 Fillmore    415-409-6197
Freda Salvador
2416 Fillmore    415-872-9690
Gimme Shoes
2358 Fillmore    415-441-3040
Heidi Says
2426 Fillmore    415-749-0655
Heidi Says Shoes
2105 Fillmore    415-409-6850
James Perse
2028 Fillmore    415-885 0300
Jarbo
2408 Fillmore    877-457-2464    
Jigsaw
2121 Fillmore  415-931-5520
Joie
2116 Fillmore  415-400-0367
The Kooples
2241 Fillmore  415-440-4210  
Lilith
2029 Fillmore    415-913-7600
Limu
2237 Fillmore    415-567-9500
Marc Jacobs
2142 Fillmore  415-447-9322
Margaret O’Leary
2400 Fillmore    415-771-9982
Mio
2035 Fillmore    415-931-5620
Mudpie
2185 Fillmore  415-771-9262 
Paolo Shoes
2000 Fillmore    415-885-5701
Prana
1928 Fillmore    415-590-3970
Rag & Bone
2060 Fillmore    415-416-3978
Ralph Lauren
2040 Fillmore    415-440-6536
Roberta Roller Rabbit
2055 Fillmore 415-563-8595 
ruti
2119 Fillmore 415-441-4412
Sandro
2033 Fillmore    415-292-4841
Scotch & Soda
2031 Fillmore 415-580-7443


