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COMING HOME

T
he  million man is coming home.

Pascal Rigo will reopen his original Pine Street 
boulangerie in early October, barely two weeks after 

it was shuttered by Starbucks, which in 2012 bought the 
maison mere and the 22 La Boulange cafes that grew from 
it. In the coming weeks he will also reopen fi ve of the cafes, 
including the prime locations on Fillmore and Union.

For Rigo, it is a homecoming that rarely happens — a 
return to the place it began 17 years ago when he built his 
dream bakery and lived with his family above the shop.

■

“nous voulons du pain” — “we want some bread,” 
he recalled his young daughters saying one morning after 
he brought a basket of fresh breakfast pastries upstairs. 
Perhaps the craving was genetic.

“For as long as I can remember, I loved fresh bread,” he 
said. “I just had this thing about it — the fl avor, the smell, 
the texture. I was just fi xated on bread. And not only bread. 
I was crazy about the bakery, too.”

His enthusiasm proved contagious. Th e neighborhood 

embraced the blue-eyed Frenchman in short pants and the 
meeting place his bakery soon became.

“From the beginning crowds spilled out the door,” 
noted local writer Carol Field, author of numerous books 
on bread baking. “In no time the bakery became a neigh-
borhood institution.”

Soon he added two restaurants nearby on Fillmore. 
Chez Nous and La Galette quickly became local favor-
ites that also attracted fans from farther afi eld, and more 
restaurants followed. Eventually Rigo honed his strategy, 
closed his various restaurants and, with investors, began 
opening a consistent and colorful line of La Boulange cafes 
in key locations throughout San Francisco and beyond.

“For someone who thinks of himself as a baker at heart, 
Pascal acts like an entrepreneur,” wrote Carol Field, “an 
impassioned idea-man who can’t stop adding to the reper-
tory.”

Starbucks came calling. Th ey wanted Rigo’s magic and 
were willing to pay $100 million for it. His handful of cafes 
always seemed incidental to getting La Boulange pastries 

in thousands of Starbucks coff ee shops. Th e boulangerie 
suff ered, and locals complained, but food sales increased 
signifi cantly at Starbucks outlets and corporate profi ts 
soared.

■

when rigo announced in june he was leaving, 
Starbucks promptly said it would close the all 23 locations. 
Fans cried foul, but Rigo declared the Starbucks venture 
a success.

“We achieved what we wanted to achieve,” he told 
the Chronicle, “which was to have La Boulange in 12,000 
stores.”

Almost immediately came cries for Rigo to take back 
the bakery and the cafes. It seemed a preposterous idea. 
Starbucks surely wouldn’t allow the competition, and Rigo 
had no reason to start over.

Except that he is a baker at heart. And the opportunity 
to return to the place of fi rst love so rarely comes along.

 “I just want to focus and bake,” Rigo told the Chronicle, 
“and make sure we go back to what we love.”

Pascal Rigo is returning to his original boulangerie at 2325 Pine Street, where he launched his rocket ride to riches and made his pastries available nationwide.
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Available only at

HIGH PERFORMANCE SLEEP SYSTEMS

DUXIANA SAN FRANCISCO  |  1803 FILLMORE ST  |  415-673-7134  |  WWW.DUXIANA.COM

Visit DUXIANA® to take advantage of our only 
bed promotion of the year and receive up to 

$1,250 good toward fine European linens, down, 
headboards and bedroom accessories. 

*Cannot be combined with any other offers or discounts. See store for details.

OCTOBER 16 – NOVEMBER 2, 2015 ONLY

with the purchase of a DUX bed*

Receive up to $1,250
THE FALL EVENT

THE DUX® BED

MEDIA SPONSOR

Support for Friday Nights at the de Young is provided by Hanson Bridgett, the Koret Foundation, and the  
Wells Fargo Foundation. During Friday Nights, funding from The Hearst Foundations makes possible  
free general admission to the permanent collection galleries.

A discounted $15 ticket is required to visit the special exhibition galleries.  
Fees apply for dining and cocktails.

Open 5–8:45pm Friday Nights
Visit our permanent collection galleries free after hours on Fridays  
and enjoy cocktails, performances, dancing, and art making. 

#thenightisdeyoung   @deyoungmuseum

Are you free Friday night?
We are.
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People walking up the cleated 
wooden board sidewalks on Fill-
more Street in the early 1890s were 

treated to an unusual sight: the construc-
tion of a new cable counterbalance system 
on the two blocks of Fillmore between 
Green and Broadway. As the uphill car 
descended, it pulled the downhill car up 
the steep grade, which in turn helped brake 
the downhill car.

Both the general public and many tran-
sit professionals scoff ed at the idea. 

“You may rest assured that the theory 
is sound and the system will work,” pro-
claimed W.H. Lynch, superintendent of 
the Market Street Railway Co.

History proved him correct. Th e system 
worked for 46 years — from August 1895 
until April 1941.

Th e United Railroads counterbalance 

was a key element in taking the crowds to 
the Panama-Pacifi c International Exposi-
tion in 1915.

“A trip on the counterbalance was hair-
raising,” Laura Ackley writes in her his-
tory of the fair, San Francisco’s Jewel City. 
Helen Eells, who was 11 years old in 1915, 
recounted a ride: “Th e people would be all 
standing straight, and they started over the 
hill. And then everybody was smashed to 
the bottom of the streetcar, of course, going 
down, with all on top of each other. Th en 
we straightened out again, and everybody 
straightened themselves up, trying to pre-
tend they’d never been off  balance and lost 
their dignity. Th at’s how we got to the fair.” 

■ ”THE UNIQUE FILLMORE CABLE CAR SYSTEM” 

will be the topic of a talk at 7 p.m. on 

October 13 at 455 Golden Gate Avenue. 

For more information, visit sfhistory.org.

Th e Fillmore Counterbalance

A cable car at the bottom of the counterbalance at Fillmore and Green in 1915.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS■ STREET TALK

The Gap’s new line
coming to Fillmore 
The infl ux of fashion retailers to 

Fillmore Street continues. Among 

the newest brands with eyes on 

Fillmore is INTERMIX, a group of 42 

boutiques acquired by Gap Inc. in 

2012.

Intermix describes itself as 

“a multi-brand women’s fashion 

retailer” that favors locations on 

neighborhood streets — such as 

2223 Fillmore, now the home of 

Brooks Brothers’ BLACK FLEECE, which 

Intermix hopes to replace next year.

■

TURN THE PAIGE: A few doors north 

at 2237 Fillmore, the women’s 

boutique LIMU has closed and will 

be succeeded by PAIGE DENIM. It’s a 

high-fl ying brand already available 

in stores across the country that’s 

now beginning to open its own 

shops. Fillmore will be the seventh.

■

MORE MAKEUP: If it’s not fashion, 

it’s cosmetics. A new company, 

SPACE NK, plans to bring its curated 

selection of beauty and wellness 

products from around the world to 

2000 Fillmore, currently home of 

PAOLO SHOES. Space NK is holding 

a meeting to introduce itself to the 

neighbors on October 6 at 6 p.m. at 

Congregation Sherith Israel at 2266 

California Street.

■

PAINT ‘N’ SIP: The Planning Com-

mission has given the go-ahead to 

PINOT’S PALETTE, which bills itself 

as “America’s fastest-growing 

franchise,” at 1981 Sutter, formerly 

a deli and grocery. At its 130 

existing or planned locations 

around the country, customers 

come together for an evening to 

create a painting while they drink 

wine.

By Chris Barnett

Lt. Ed Del Carlo, all 6 feet 6 inches 
of him, rises up out of his chair in a 
gritty windowless offi  ce inside the 

fortress-like Northern Station on Fillmore 
Street and extends a welcoming hand the 
size of a catcher’s mitt. In his other hand 
are 32 police reports from the day before. 
Th e 25-year veteran of the San Francisco 
Police Department doesn’t try to white-
wash the situation: Crime is mushrooming 
citywide — and it’s worse in the Fillmore. 

“Th e big growth trend is property crime. 
But no longer is it only drug dealing addicts 
who break into cars to steal a laptop, a smart 
phone, an iPad or any electronic device they 
can fence within minutes at 7th and Mar-
ket,” he says. “We’re seeing more sophisti-
cated, more violent criminals who’re com-
ing in from the East Bay, Sacramento, the 
Central Valley and the Peninsula because 
they know if they get arrested, chances are 
they won’t do any jail or prison time.”

Th e neighborhood crime surge is aff ect-
ing both residents and retailers, and crimi-

nals are more brazen. Th is year, thieves 
drove a stolen car through the front glass  
door of the Marc Jacobs fashion boutique 
at Fillmore and Sacramento around 4 a.m., 
looted its merchandise and were gone in an 
estimated fi ve minutes. And twice this year, 
the glass door of the MAC makeup shop 
on Fillmore near Pine was shattered in the 

early morning hours and the shelves were 
cleaned of expensive skin creams. In the 
summer, thieves smashed the glass front 
door of Dino and Santino’s restaurant at 
Fillmore and California and carted off  the 
cash register.

“Organized retail theft is the new term 
for shoplifting,” says Del Carlo. “It’s not 
just one person slyly slipping a single item 

into a pocket or a purse. In this crime 
spike, we’re seeing younger, tougher gang 
members and copycats wearing backpacks 
entering a store, grabbing whatever they 
can and running.”

Street criminals no longer just have 
a specialty — robbing a home when the 
occupants are gone, or cracking a car win-
dow with a spark plug and scooping up 
anything left in plain sight. “If guys who 
are on their way to commit auto burglaries 
see an opportunity to rob someone, they’ll 
rob them,” says Del Carlo, who heads a 
special investigations team of six sergeants. 
“Auto burglars traditionally were unarmed, 
but in the last few years, more are carrying 
weapons.”

He emphasizes that most thieves aren’t 
novices. “Th ey can get into apartment 
garages and into storage facilities and take 
bicycles and anything of value that can be 
resold,” he says. “Th ere is a lot of new con-
struction in San Francisco, and construc-
tion sites have spaces set aside for bicycles. 
Th ieves break in.”

“Th e big growth trend is 
property crime.”

— LT. ED DEL CARLO
San Francisco Police Dept.

Conversation 
with a Cop

Crime is up. Here’s one veteran police 
lieutenant’s take on what’s happening.

TO PAGE 5 
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CRIME WATCH

Attempted Robbery
Sutter and Lyon Streets
August 28, 6:25 a.m.

A car pulled up alongside a man who 
was standing by the side of the street wait-
ing for a ride. A stranger jumped out and 
approached the man. He heard others 
inside the car encouraging the passenger 
who had gotten out, shouting: “Get it! Get 
it!” Realizing he was about to be robbed, 
he fl ed, with the would-be robber in pur-
suit. Eventually he managed to outpace the 
suspect, who returned to his car and left. 
Later all passengers of the car were arrested 
in the Mission District.

Shoplifting, Robbery
Masonic Avenue and Geary Boulevard
September 1, 8:55 p.m.

A Target employee saw a man leaving 
the store carrying several items for which 
he had not paid. Th e employee approached 
the man, who punched him in the face, 
breaking his nose. Additional employees 
intervened and detained the suspect until 
the police arrived. Th e suspect was placed 
under arrest. Because he had used force 
during the theft, what would have been a 
misdemeanor shoplifting charge became a 
felony robbery case.

Aggravated Assault with Knife 
Fillmore and O’Farrell Streets
September 3, 2:20 a.m.

Two men who knew each other got into 
an argument about events in their past. One 
man threatened to kill the other, then took 
a hammer and smashed the windshield of 
the other man’s car. He then grabbed a knife 
and chased the other man down the street. 
Witnesses called the police, who detained 
both men. After interviewing several wit-
nesses and considering the evidence, police 

transported the suspect who wielded the 
hammer and the knife to Northern Station, 
where he was booked.

Hit and Run Resulting in Death of a Dog
California and Lyon Streets
September 4, 2:26 p.m.

A woman was chasing her dog down 
the sidewalk when the animal suddenly ran 
into the street and was struck and killed by 
a car. Th e driver stopped briefl y, but then 
sped off . Th e woman called the police. Th ey 
informed her that, although the driver 
would probably not have been found at 
fault for the accident, it is still a violation 
to leave the scene. Police have no suspects 
at this time.

Graffi ti
Geary Boulevard and Masonic Avenue
September 7, 2:47 a.m.

An offi  cer on patrol saw a man writing 
on the wall of a business with a large per-
manent marker. On seeing the uniformed 
offi  cer approach, the man said, “I’m an art-
ist.” He had written “I’m a good bad boy” 
in several places on the wall. Th e suspect, a 
36-year-old man, was cited for vandalism. 

Outstanding Warrant
California Street and Presidio Avenue
September 19, 7:15 p.m.

Offi  cers received a call concerning an 
individual who was creating a disturbance 
on a Muni bus. Th ey detained the man and 
noted he was wearing a hospital wristband 
with a diff erent name than the one he had 
given them. Th e suspect insisted the wrist-
band belonged to a friend. Th e offi  cers 
entered the name on the wristband into 
their database and learned there was an 
outstanding warrant against the man for 
false imprisonment. He was arrested.

Geary BRT Project Update!

Notice of Availability for the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement/Environmental Impact Report and Public Comment Meeting

The Geary Corridor Bus 

Rapid Transit (BRT) 

Project proposes to 

improve bus service and 

enhance street condi-

tions along the Geary 

corridor between 

Downtown and the 

Outer Richmond.

The Geary BRT Project 

has achieved an import-

ant milestone with the release of the Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR). The Draft 

EIS/EIR is available for public review and comment from 

October 2 – November 16, 2015.

For special accommodations or language assistance, 

please call 415-593-1655 at least 72 hours in advance.

For more information, including how to submit comments 

and where to view the Draft EIS/EIR, 

visit www.gearybrt.org, email gearybrt@sfcta.org, or call 311.     

Public Comment Meeting 

Thursday, November 5, 2015, 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

St. Francis Hall in the St. Mary’s Cathedral

1111 Gough Street, San Francisco 

2480 Sacramento (at Fillmore)   |   415-931-9100
sffinejewelry.com | elitefinejewelry@hotmail.com

Custom Jewelry  
Designs 

 Jewelry Repair

Diamond Brokers

Buy and Appraise 
Jewelry, Coins, Watches  
& Estates 

We Do House Calls

ELITE
FINE JEWELRY

Earn More with these Sterling Accounts

1.00
Combo Account Sterling Club High Yield

Money Market Account

.75%
 APY*

%
 APY*AND

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of 9/2 /2015 and are subject to change without 
notice. 1% Combo Account – The Combo Account is a 13 month 1% APY CD with a $500 minimum 
balance requirement and a checking or money market account. Account must be maintained to earn 
the advertised CD APY. If the account is not maintained, the APY will revert to the 12 month CD rate 
in effect at account opening. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Sterling Club High Yield 
Money Market Account – Membership is free for customers age 55 and older with a Eagle checking 
account. Rates are compounded monthly and paid on the entire balance in the account. Fees may 
reduce earnings if the average minimum monthly balance of $500 is not maintained.

Fillmore 1900 Fillmore St.
415.674.9590
sterlingbank.com

Stop by one of our 18 Bay 
Area branches today!
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Crooks are aware that residents may 
be more cautious about leaving valuables 
visible in cars, but tourists, particularly for-
eigners and out of towners, are easier prey. 
Th e Palace of Fine Arts is a hotbed of auto 
burglaries, Del Carlo says. Visitors park, 
take photos, then come back to their rental 
cars and fi nd the trunk has been popped 
and their luggage stolen. His message: Do 
not keep anything valuable in a car in any 
neighborhood in San Francisco.

■

Some crime reports involve unimagi-
nable loss. Del Carlo says a businessman-
tourist from Vietnam recently reported 
that his $35,000 Vertu smartphone was 
stolen from the backseat of his rental 
car; the phone was sitting in plain sight. 
A Union Street resident packed his car 
with two $3,000 bicycles and $1,200 in 
electronic gear on a Friday night before a 
getaway weekend in Lake Tahoe; he was 
cleaned out sometime during the night.

But a growing number of crimes these 
days are not planned to snag upscale goods. 
Del Carlo says police are fi nding “more and 
more severely mentally ill people roaming 
our streets — not just on Market Street — 
who are responsible for some of the unpro-
voked attacks.”

Local police personnel are hard-pressed 
to meet the increasing challenges. For 
starters, Northern Station now has more 
territory to protect, Del Carlo points out; 
the station’s western boundary was recently 
expanded from Steiner to Divisadero 
Street. Overall, SFPD’s sworn offi  cers total 
2,178 citywide today, compared with 1,940 
offi  cers in 2008, but a spokesperson says the 
department is still understaff ed due to attri-

‘Organized Retail Th eft’ Is the New Term for Shoplifting
CRIME IS GOING UP

                 CITYWIDE  NORTHERN DISTRICT
  2014 2015  Difference  2014 2015 Difference

VIOLENT CRIMES

Homicide 23 28 +22%  2 5 +150%

Rape  222 223 +0%  33 17 -48%

Robbery 1,842 2,124 +15%  203 238 +17%

Aggravated Assault 1,549 1,608 +4%  152 169 +11%

TOTAL  3,636 3,938 +10  390 429 +10%

PROPERTY CRIMES  

Burglary 3,210 3,069 -4%  507 454 +10%

Auto Theft 3,786 4,298 +14%  430 517 +20%

Theft from Vehicle 9,757 14,187 +45%  1,623 2,784 +72%

Arson   128 176 +38%  15 27 +80% 

Other Theft 10,035 10,937 +9%  1,333 1,716 +29% 

TOTAL  26,916 32,667 +21  3,908 5,498 +10%

VIOLENT CRIMES

PROPERTY CRIMES

Through July 2015Source: Northern Station

tion. During this year and next, fi ve police 
academy classes should put 300 more cops 
on the streets. Until then, Northern, like 
other stations citywide, is short offi  cers.

But Del Carlo isn’t making excuses, 
explaining that much depends on the cir-
cumstances. “Generally, the way it works is 
a fi rst-time auto burglar gets three years of 
probation. Th at means we can search the 
person, his vehicle or his home without a 
search warrant for a period of three years,” 
he says. “But there are no absolutes. A fi rst 
off ender’s probation can be extended or he 
could be arraigned and go to jail.”

Typically, though, Del Carlo says prop-

erty crime off enders need multiple arrests 
— four or fi ve — before they go to jail.

He echoes what other cops have com-
plained about: that the passage of Propo-
sition 47 last November has handicapped 
their crime fi ghting. Th e proposition 
downgraded numerous property crimes 
and drug possession charges from felonies 
to misdemeanors. Del Carlo maintains the 
act has backfi red on the city and its resi-
dents. Before, if the value of a stolen item 
was $400 or more, the burglary was treated 
as a felony. After Prop 47 passed, the value 
of the stolen goods or the drugs has to be at 
least $950 for a felony arrest. Th e auto bur-

glar arrested with someone else’s iPad, lap-
top or smart phone in hand will be charged 
with a misdemeanor and isn’t likely to see 
the inside of a cell.

■

For all the furor over Prop 47, the 
local jail population so far has remained 
about the same. According to the Sheriff ’s 
Department, which runs the three county 
jails — two on Bryant Street and one in 
San Bruno — the inmate count on Sep-
tember 25 was 1,235. A year earlier, it was 
1,273. A year before that, in 2013, it was 
1,288. 

Still, time in local jails doesn’t come 
easily. “If we catch someone committing a 
home burglary and there is good evidence 
— like a clear video or some other cor-
roborating evidence — the D.A. may fi le 
on them, and they may do six months or 
get time served,” says Del Carlo. “Juries in 
San Francisco send a very small margin of 
off enders to state prison. Yet if the same 
violent crime was committed in Daly City 
or in San Mateo County, the guy would go 
to state prison.”

His advice: San Franciscans have to get 
involved in their own protection by paying 
attention, being alert and calling the SFPD 
when something looks suspicious. “We can’t 
arrest our way out of this problem,” he says. 
“But I believe people want to help us, par-
ticularly if they have been a victim or know 
someone who has had a horrifi c loss.”

■

Lt. Ed Del Carlo was transferred last 
month from Northern Station to Taraval 
Station, where he continues to head a spe-
cial investigations team. Lt. Jenn Jackson, 
who headed patrol at Northern Station, 
has replaced him.

 FROM PAGE 3
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■ FAVORITE SPOT

A new fi nd for
cookie monsters
“I always read the monthly issue 

of the New Fillmore,” writes Bay 

Galvez, a Pacifi c Avenue resident. 

“My favorite section is the Food & 

Wine page.”

Then came a suggestion.

“I was wondering why a new 

cookie bakeshop has not been 

discovered and featured on the 

Food & Wine page. The name of this 

shop is CookieLove, owned by Erika 

Olson, at 1488 Pine Street, near Polk 

Street.”

Enclosed was a card listing 

CookieLove’s offerings, priced at 

$2.50 each, including such unusual 

fl avors as Peanut Butter Cup (above), 

Lavender White Chocolate, Milk 

Chocolate Blueberry, Potato Chip 

Pecan and Ginger Spice. See them 

all at cookielovesf.com.

“I have checked the fi ve cookies 

I bought and ate,” wrote Galvez. 

“They are lightly sweetened and 

delicious. I hope you will feature this 

new cookie shop.”

■ GOT A FAVORITE SPOT? Share it 

with your neighbors. Email us at 

editors@newfi llmore.com.

FOOD & WINE

By Mark Fantino

A few months ago, I dined at a res-
taurant with a wine list that always 
excites me, its scope far reaching 

and moderately priced. I noticed written 
on a chalkboard behind the bar an off er-
ing of 2005 Château d’Yquem Premier Cru 
Supérieur by the ounce. I leapt at the chance. 
It had been 24 years since my fi rst taste. 

I was rewarded with the intense per-
fume in the nose of honeysuckle, orange 
blossoms and burnt sugar; the radiant color 
— Château d’Yquem seems to shine from 
a light within; the dreamlike fl utterings of 
seducing fl avors, the balanced acidity, the 
heavenly long fi nish.

Without doubt, it was $25 well spent. 
I am the wine buyer at the neighbor-

hood restaurant Chouquets, at Washington 
and Fillmore, and I mustered the courage 
to suggest purchasing a few bottles to the 
owner, Mickael Azoulay. He loved the idea, 
and we’ve been pouring it since, often pair-
ing it with our foie gras, but also just by 
itself. I usually stand by and watch, bottle 
still in hand, as diners take their fi rst sips. 
Th e dazzled looks on their faces say it all.

■

My fi rst encounter with Château 
d’Yquem occurred at the tail end of the 
rather dizzying two-year program at the 
Culinary Institute of America in Hyde 
Park, New York, in early autumn of 1992. 
Th e vintage used for our educational pur-
poses was the now legendary 1983, then 
only nine years in the bottle. My fi rst 
memory was its shimmering golden com-
plexion; though now, nearly 25 years later, 

‘Noble Rot’ Comes to the Neighborhood

if you are lucky enough to fi nd a 1983, its 
hue will have transmuted into a gloriously 
rich caramelized amber. 

We tasted the 1983 compared with 
other lesser Sauternes and alongside some 
wonderful Trockenbeerenauslese. It was 
love at fi rst taste. Th e Château d’Yquem 
soared above the rest in texture and mouth-
feel. To say it “robed” the palate is somehow 
not enough; instead it “undressed” the taste 
buds. Never thick or syrupy, a Château 
d’Yquem is lacy and delicate, yet supple and 
rich. But its most remarkable quality is the 
harmony of fl avor.  

Château d’Yquem is a Sauternes, but 
diff erent on every level from others. “Lus-
cious wine” was the term used to describe 

Chouquets is now offering Sauternes from 

Château d’Yquem for $25 an ounce.

Château d’Yquem in previous centuries. 
Now it is referred to as dessert wine, or 
even sweet wine, which carries with it too 
many unfortunate associations.

What makes Château d’Yquem so 
fanatically sought and in a category by 
itself is the presence of botrytis cinerea, or 
“noble rot.” For this to happen, the summer 
needs to be hot enough for the grapes to 
ripen early, before the autumn rains arrive. 
Botrytis cinerea, a fungus, attacks the grapes, 
covering them completely with an ashen 
powder that dehydrates and concentrates 
their rich fruit sugars into a moldy pulp. 
Noble rot also contributes to the fl avor of 
the wine. It’s expensive to produce because 
an entire harvest can be left to wither and 
die waiting for the right conditions. Châ-
teau d’Yquem waits with high anxiety to 
begin its harvest. Th ere are many years that 
there is nothing to pick. 

■

Another impressive quality of a Châ-
teau d’Yquem is longevity; I have yet to 
hear about one too old to drink. In the 
late 1980s, there was a tasting of the 1784 
vintage, one of the 250 bottles of d’Yquem 
purchased by Th omas Jeff erson. Th e wine 
was by then a warm mahogany, almost as 
dark as Coca-Cola, and ranks third on a 
list of 10 of the most expensive bottles of 
wine in the world. Celebrated wine-master 
Michael Broadbent’s notes on that bottle 
consist of 11 small words: “Th e wine was 
perfect in every sense: color, bouquet and 
taste.” Th omas Jeff erson was more glow-
ing in his appraisal when he bought it, 
proclaiming d’Yquem “France’s best white 
wine.”

Highly competitive and famously complex, the 

San Francisco Bay Area real estate market can be 

both challenging and rewarding. Zephyr turns 

savvy, informed urbanites into successful 

homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrRE.com
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Celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of the New de Young

All exhibition spaces and events are free and open to the public.

Golden Gate Park • 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco • deyoungmuseum.org

PHOTO: GREGORY BERTOLINI

Sponsors: Hanson Bridgett, PG&E, and Swinerton. Community Partners: BiRite Foodservice Distributors, Drew Altizer,
Design Build Solutions, NorCal Printers, Maruca Design, Pacific Coast Trane Service, and Popcorn Movie Posters Company.

Please join us Saturday October 17, 2015
10 am–10 pm

RETAIL REPORT

New shop off ers classic casual Italian shoes

Claudia Volpi throws down a 
friendly ultimatum: “I challenge 
you to fi nd an Italian who doesn’t 

own a pair of Superga shoes.” 
And she’s hoping the sporty “People’s 

Shoes of Italy” will soon become common 
footfare for Fillmore residents as well, now 
that the doors to her new boutique are 
open at 2326 Fillmore Street.

Th e shoes — slip-ons, tie classics and hi-
tops for women, men and children — look 
fresh and modern. But in fact, their origins 
hark back to 1911, when an entrepreneur 
in Torino, Italy, Walter Martiny, had the 
idea of using vulcanized rubber to make 
waterproof boots, revolutionizing footwear 
for the agricultural workers there. In later 
years, the shoes evolved to become tennis 
wear with carefully crafted cushioning and 
support — and then fashion statements 
when leather, wool and silk and thicker 
soles and wedge heels were incorporated 
into the designs.

Volpi says she has worn and loved 
Superga shoes since she was a little girl, 
and she has the evidence to prove it: a pic-
ture of a slightly tattered red pair she wore 
back in the day, later worn by each of her 
three children.

“Th ey’re comfortable, stylish and aff ord-
able, so you can easily own more than one 
pair,” she says. Children’s shoes range from 
$40 to $55; adult sizes from $65 for the 
classic tie version in a single color to $200 
for those in special collections, such as last 
year’s collaboration with Rodarte.

■

Volpi moved here grudgingly from New 
York City fi ve years ago for her Italian-born 
husband’s work. Th ere she had a fl ourishing 
career as a marketing and banking execu-

tive — and the dream of making her favor-
ite Superga shoes more easily available in 
America.

“Whenever I wore them in New York,” 
she says, “people would stop me and ask: 
‘Where did you get those shoes?’ ”

But fi rst she joined the board of her son’s 
Italian school, with the goal of expanding 
it beyond a small preschool. Th at goal is 

accomplished, with San Francisco’s Ital-
ian International School now boasting 220 
elementary students. 

“Working on that school project really 
allowed me to put my roots down here,” 
she says. “And now I know I’m in a place I 
want to be for the rest of my life.”

Now that her youngest is 5, Volpi felt 
ready to pursue her dream of opening a 

Superga boutique, off ering year-round 
footwear she says is a perfect fi t for San 
Francisco’s “casually elegant” fashion 
vibe.

Th en she found the perfect spot — 
vacated last year by clothes purveyor 
Peruvian Connection, which had lovingly 
restored the inside and brought it up to 
code. She and her family had rented a 
house nearby when they fi rst relocated to 
San Francisco, and Volpi fell in love with 
the neighborhood. 

■

“I always wanted to be on Fillmore, 
because it’s a place where locals shop — 
and live,” she says. “I always loved that 
within a few blocks I could get lunch, have 
my nails done, shop, make copies and do 
my banking. I could have gone to Union 
Square, but those are not the customers I 
want to serve.”

Th ere is only one other Superga bou-
tique in the U.S., in New York City.

“As we’ve been preparing the store, 
one thing that’s already been so incred-
ibly uplifting is that so many people have 
stopped by the window every day, some 
just signaling their support, some point-
ing to their feet, showing they already wear 
Supergas,” says Volpi.

“My concept is that this will be a family 
store where folks will just want to come in 
and see what’s new, or to stop by and talk 
on their way to or from school,” she says. 
To that end, she plans to set up a children’s 
play space equipped with coloring books 
and toys and a station equipped with an 
espresso maker and biscotti for the more 
mature shoppers.

“We’re Italian,” she says. “We feed peo-
ple.”

Superga is a perfect fi t for the city’s casually elegant vibe, says shop owner Claudia Volpi.



8   NEW FILLMORE   October 2015

How to Become 
an Ambassador

A local fi nds another way
to join the political fray

By Eleni Kounalakis

The San Francisco Chronicle once described our 
midrise San Francisco apartment building as the 
“Tower of Power.” Of the 12 families in the build-

ing, three, including mine, were very active in national 
politics. Th e biggest power was a founder of the Esprit 
clothing company, Susie Tompkins Buell, who lived with 
her husband on the top fl oor. After we moved in, I told 
Susie that any time she wanted to expand one of her stan-
dard high-dollar, 30-person sit-down dinners to include 
a lower-dollar cocktail party, I was in. And so our pro-
gressive-progressive parties were born. Susie’s fund-raising 
infrastructure managed everything for the San Francisco 
events. My own base was mainly Sacramento and the 

construction industry. But our 
combination had chemistry. 
Th e parties were fun and excit-

ing, and people fl ocked to the events. We hosted dozens 
of fund-raisers for Democratic candidates and progressive 
causes. Twice in 2006, our guest of honor was a rising star 
in the Democratic Party: Illinois senator Barack Obama.

But from the very beginning, Susie and I were both 
strong supporters of Bill and Hillary Clinton. Coinciden-
tally, Susie fi rst met President Clinton in the early 90s at 
a fund-raiser my father and Phil Angelides threw for him 
in Sacramento. A plaque on the wall of the clubhouse in 
our Laguna West project notes that then-Governor Bill 
Clinton inaugurated its opening.

Susie and I were overjoyed to join forces for Hillary’s 
presidential campaign. But I greatly admired and respected 
Barack Obama, who called me many times to ask if I would 
switch over and work for his campaign. I made it clear that 
I was devoted to Hillary’s candidacy, but I assured Senator 
Obama that he would never hear a negative word from 
me and that when the primary was over, I would back the 
winner with all my might. In a December 24, 2006, article 
in the San Francisco Chronicle, I commented that my dream 
ticket would have Hillary at the top and that “I would love 
to see Barack Obama as the vice presidential candidate.”

We all know what happened next. After a grueling and 
competitive race, Senator Obama emerged as the Demo-
cratic candidate. Inside I was crushed. But true to my word, 

I snapped into gear to help. Two days after Hillary ended 
her campaign, I told USA Today that one dream was over, 
but now there was a new dream, and we needed to move 
quickly to win back the White House for the Democrats. 
Senator Obama called me right away and asked me to 
serve as a member of his national fi nance council. I said 
yes, of course, and worked hard to encourage my Hillary-
supporting friends to help him win. At the convention in 
Denver, in what was a bittersweet moment for me, I cast 
my delegate vote for Senator Obama.

The day before the inauguration, I visited Nancy 
Pelosi in the Speaker’s offi  ce in the Capitol. Nancy 
had mentored, trained and guided me since I was a 

20-something staff er for the California Democratic Party. 
I had been in her offi  ce several times during the previous 
two years. But it was still a thrill to visit the historic rooms, 

which had been occupied by some of our country’s greatest 
leaders — and I fi rmly believe that Nancy is one of them. 
Now, as we sat down, she asked if I still wanted to become 
an ambassador.

My heart skipped a beat. If I did, she said, she would rec-
ommend me to the president. I couldn’t help but respond, 
“Nancy, are you sure that I’m qualifi ed to do this?” We both 
knew that I didn’t doubt my capabilities in management 
and leadership. I was regularly recognized as an important 
leader in the Sacramento community — as a successful 
businesswoman and infl uential community activist. It had 
been nearly 10 years since I fi rst told her, along with Hil-
lary Clinton and Dianne Feinstein, that I wanted to serve 
my country as an ambassador. During that time I involved 
myself in several important international eff orts, as part 
of the Greek American community, as a member of the 
California World Trade Commission and as a trustee of 
the World Council of Religions for Peace. But even after 
all of that, it still seemed somewhat incongruous to me 
that a Sacramento land developer could become a U.S. 
ambassador.

She smiled. “Eleni, I’ve known many people who have 
served as ambassadors. Some of them do not come with 
vast diplomatic experience. What they bring is an outside 
perspective, business savvy and leadership skills. But let me 
just say, even in a crowded fi eld of talented people, Eleni, 
you stand out.” As if she recognized the kind of self-
doubt that was all too common in even the most qualifi ed 
women, she grabbed my hand, the one with my wedding 
ring. Leaning in close, she said, “Never forget, you are like 
this golden ring.”

Nancy always had a mother’s faith in my abilities. I 
promised myself that no matter what happened with the 
ambassadorship, I would never let her down.

A few weeks later, at the end of February 2009, I 
received a phone call from Hillary Clinton, who was just 
weeks into her new job as secretary of state under Presi-
dent Obama.

“Eleni, I am calling because the president has auth-
orized me to ask if you would serve as his ambassador to 
Singapore.”

Because I’d been so passionately involved in Hillary’s 
presidential campaign, this was not the scenario that 

■ BOOK EXCERPT

Enjoy over 400 spices, herbs, salts, peppers, chiles, 

sugars, extracts, blends & gift sets from all over 

the world. We bring you the finest ingredients and 

variety possible, at affordable prices.

Come Taste Over 400 Great Products!

spiceace.com   415.885.3038

1821 Steiner Street (between Bush & Sutter Streets) 
Lower Pacific Heights, San Francisco, CA 

Make it Delicious!
A casual and FUN Fillmore neighborhood 
taqueria serving MEXICAN CLASSICS

 

 organic tortillas and more...

We love catering fiestas  
& corporate meetings!  

2401 California Street @ Fillmore

Every Monday at 

The Elite Cafe

Elite Cafe
2049 Fillmore Street  (@ California)

www.TheEliteCafe.com
415.346.8400

Music from 6:00 - 9:00
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either of us had envisioned. But clearly she had moved on 
and was ready to serve our country. So was I.

I began to wonder why it was taking so long for the 
White House to make its announcement. Whenever I 
asked this question, I was told to sit tight, that it was 

coming. Finally, in late July 2009, as I was playing golf with 
Markos at the Presidio Golf Course in San Francisco, the 
White House called.

It was a lower-level staff er calling to tell me that Singa-
pore was a “nonstarter.”

“But I’m preparing for confi rmation,” I said, dumb-
founded. “Th e government of Singapore has already sent 
a cable approving me!”

He went on to say that he could off er me one of four 
other European countries, including Hungary.

I managed to hide my distress until the call was over.
For six months, since Hillary’s call at the start of the 

year, I’d worried every day that my nomination would be 
derailed. I was exhausted, and my hair had begun to fall 
out in clumps. Now I turned to Markos on the ninth hole 
of the golf course.

“We’re not going to Singapore. It’s gone,” I tearfully 
told him. “We will have to start the process all over again, 
from the beginning. Markos, are we sure we still want to 
do this?”

Markos gave me a look that made it clear how ridicu-
lous I sounded. He leaned on his driver, smiling. “Eleni, 
they’ve off ered us Budapest. Th at would be amazing!”

Markos was delighted at the prospect of returning to 
the place where he’d covered historic events, but I was dis-
appointed beyond belief not to get the Singapore post, and 
I didn’t give up right away. I appealed to Nancy Pelosi to 
see if there was any way to get the White House to change 
its mind. As we sat on the sofa in her Pacifi c Heights living 
room, looking out over San Francisco Bay, I remembered 
all the times I’d sat in the same spot, listening to Nancy 
as she shared with me her own journey of overcoming 
challenges to become the highest-ranking woman in the 
history of the United States. Now here she was, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, wearing her bedroom 
slippers, giving me counsel. Yet if I was expecting much 
sympathy, I was mistaken.

“Dear, you’ll be going to an important post in Europe,” 

she pointed out. “Most people would consider this a step 
up.” We talked for an hour, but the conclusion was the 
same. Th ese things happen with the White House. It is 
an unpredictable process, and they are known to change 
their minds.

I walked down the street from Nancy’s house to my 
apartment and packed up my boxes of information about 
Singapore, along with my name tag from charm school 
with the Lion City’s fl ag. Over the following days, I said 
my goodbyes to everyone at East Asian and Pacifi c Aff airs 
and made my way over to the Bureau of European and 
Eurasian Aff airs. I stripped off  the brown paper wrapper 
I’d used to cover the outside of Lee Kuan Yew’s book to 
conceal my impending appointment and transferred it to 
a volume about Hungarian history that I’d found in a San 
Francisco bookstore.

I was going to Hungary.

Copyright © 2015 by Eleni Tsakopoulos Kounalakis. Excerpt 
reprinted with permission from Madam Ambassador: Th ree 
Years of Diplomacy, Dinner Parties, and Democracy in 
Budapest, published by Th e New Press.

At left, Eleni and Markos Kounalakis host then-Senator Barack Obama in their 

apartment at 2500 Steiner. Above, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton swears her in.
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I needed a place 
that reflects me.

Paragon is with you

as you move through 

life’s stages & places.
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1 Airbnb Analysis – Prop. F, 7/11/15

If Prop F passes:Current Regulation

Registration

Restrictions

Taxes

Enforcement

All short-term rentals are required 

to be registered with The City

Short-term rentals of whole units 

are limited to 90 days a year

Hotel taxes are paid on every stay

In July, The City opened a new 

office to enforce and administer  

the law

Short-term rental hosts will be 

required to report to The City when 
they sleep at home or are away

Bans short-term rental of  
all in-law units

City will lose $500,000 a month 
in hotel taxes generated by  

short-term rentals1

Allows neighbors to sue each 
other over perceived violations 

regardless of The City’s findings

What happens
if Prop F passes?“ ”

Paid for by SF For Everyone, No on Proposition F, Sponsored and Major Funding by 
Airbnb. Financial disclosures available at sfethics.org. FPPC #1378051

City and County of San Francisco 
Department of Elections

Election Day
Tuesday

November 3
Vote at City Hall

October 5 – November 3

Vote by Mail
requests by October 27 

Vote at Your Polling Place
on Election Day

Register to Vote by October 19

Vote at Your Polling Place
on Election Day

Register to Vote by October 19

sfelections.org
(415) 554-4375

 /sfelections        @sfelections 



Yes
O N  P R O P O S I T I O N

Vote
November 3!

KEEPS SAN FRANCISCO AFFORDABLE FOR 
ALL by providing new housing for low and 
middle-income families, seniors, veterans and 

REPAIRS DILAPIDATED PUBLIC HOUSING 

PROTECTS RENTERS by maintaining 

PROVIDES LOAN ASSISTANCE FOR 
TEACHERS. 

INCLUDES TOUGH FISCAL CONTROLS to 

 
“NOT ONE CENT” FOR LUXURY CONDOS.  

Mayor Lee
Senator Feinstein
Supervisor Breed

and the entire
Board of Supervisors

Endorsed by: 

Prop A is about making sure San 
Francisco remains a vibrant, diverse 
city where we can all work and live. 

advocates, as well as neighbors 
from the Mission to the Marina.”

“
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Elegant, gracious Presidio 
Heights home. Ideal layout 
combining the best of 
family living and formal 
entertaining. 4BD/3BA on 
one level, formal living 
room, dining room, eat-in 
kitchen and landscaped 
garden. Family room, 
laundry room, exercise 
room on garage level.
AnnieWilliamsHomes.com

Offered at $4,995,000

Offered at $1,195,000

415.860.4209

415.305.3326

This gorgeous 
5BD/5.5BA house 
embodies the best 
of San Francisco with 
breathtaking views 
from the Golden Gate 
Bridge to Alcatraz and 
beyond. With multiple 
view terraces and a two 
car side-by-side garage, 
there is ample space for 
fabulous entertaining. 
2828Divisadero.com

Offered at $8,995,000

415.321.4315

Offered at $2,095,000

415.652.3537

Offered at $1,800,000

415.321.4244

Classic New York 
Style meets casual home 
living in this 3BD/2BA 
unit. Located in a premier 
neighborhood, this light 

gorgeous chef’s kitchen, 
large living room, wood 
cabnitery and lovely 
bedrooms. 1 car parking 
and in-unit washer/dryer.
1901California8.com

Offered at $1,695,000

415.793.9325

This 3BD/2.5BA has 

highlighted by abundant 
natural light and period 
detail. Lower level hosts 
the guest/master retreat 
with private bath and deck 
leading to the shared 
garden. Laundry and 
parking included.
553-16thavenue.com

415.722.6150

415.517.7531

Offered at $1,485,000        

This 
modern 2BD/2BA condo 

with new kitchen and 
2 Master Suites. Plus a 
sheltered patio, in unit 
washer/dryer, storage 
and 1 car parking.
PaulaPagano.com

415.819.2663

Sophisticated 2BD/2BA 
co-op. Very San Francisco 
apartment! Partial views 
toward Bay Bridge & 
Coit Tower. Additional 

Remodeled kitchen, 

and storage room. 1 car 
parking in this full service 
building.
2111HydeStreet401.com

3BR/2.5BA cooperative 
apartment with gorgeous 
architectural details and 
sweeping views. This unit is 

and features formal living 
& dining rooms, updated 
kitchen & baths, storage 
room and 1 car parking. 
Resident manager, doorman, 
elevator.
2111Hyde406.com

Offered at $2,495,000

Beautifully renovated 
3BD/2BA condo 
overlooking Alta Plaza 
Park. Gourmet kitchen, 
formal dining room, 
2 outdoor/indoor 
living areas and deck, 
exclusive garden 
and parking.
AnnieWilliamsHomes.com

415.819.2663

LANDMARKS

By Bridget Maley

The house at 
2555 Divisadero 
was designed by 

an “important, neglected 
California designer,” the 
Planning Department’s 
Citywide Historic Build-
ing Survey in 1976 noted. 
Th at architect, Paul Revere 
Williams, has since been 
rediscovered. 

Williams, one of the 
few African-American 
architects working in 
California in the decades 
before World War II, is 
now well known, thanks to the persever-
ance and publications of his granddaughter, 
Karen E. Hudson. Her books lovingly tell 
the story of this remarkably talented and 
pioneering architect. A key designer of the 
Hollywood Regency style, Williams was a 
master at slenderizing and refi ning Clas-
sical forms and motifs, creating a Modern 
version of shapes and features extracted 
from traditional architecture.

Often referred to as “the architect to 
the stars,” Williams designed many Hol-
lywood and Beverly Hills mansions, as well 

as some iconic South-
ern California build-
ings such as the Golden 
State Mutual Insurance 
Company — the largest 
black-owned insurance 
company west of the Mis-
sissippi — and the Music 
Corporation of America 
headquarters and the Saks 
Fifth Avenue store, both 
in Beverly Hills. He also 
made important renova-
tions to two luxury hotels: 
the Beverly Hills and the 
Ambassador, which has 
since been demolished. 

While Williams’ work 
in Northern California was limited to a few 
commissions, he partnered with his clients 
at 2555 Divisadero to create a Hollywood 
Regency style house set amidst the much 
more traditional Colonial Revival houses 
atop Pacifi c Heights.

■

Williams, a native of Los Angeles, 
attended the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. He worked briefl y for John C. Aus-
tin, a Los Angeles architect who designed 
the Griffi  th Observatory, before opening 
his own offi  ce in the early 1920s. Th e fi rst 

ARCHITECT
TO THE STARS

Pioneering Paul Revere Williams worked mostly 
in Hollywood, and once on Divisadero

The Hollywood Regency style house at 2555 Divisadero is one of the few commissions 

designed by Paul Revere Williams in Northern California.
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Paul Revere Williams in 

1923 became the fi rst black 

member of the American 

Institute of Architects.
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African-American member of the American Institute 
of Architects (in 1923), Williams was also appointed 
to the Los Angeles Planning Commission, serving 
from 1920 to 1923. An architect with exceptional 
marketing and drafting skills, he soon had a repertoire 
of clients composed of many Hollywood A-listers — 
including Frank Sinatra, Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz, 
Tyrone Power, Bill “Bojangles” Robinson and Barbara 
Stanwyck. Williams also designed a home for Charles 
Correll, a white comedian who, ironically, played a 
black man on the 1930s radio serial Amos ’n’ Andy.

In 1939, the year he completed the house at 2555 
Divisadero Street, Life magazine wrote that Williams 
was “perhaps the most successful Negro artist in the 
U.S.” Several years earlier, in the July 1937 edition of 
American Magazine, Williams wrote a highly personal 
account of his professional life titled “I Am a Negro.” 
He observed:

Virtually everything pertaining to my 
professional life, during those early years, was 
infl uenced by my need to off set race prejudice, 
by my eff ort to force white people to consider me 
as an individual rather than as a member of a 
race. Occasionally I encountered irreconcilables 
who simply refused to give me a hearing but, on 
the whole, I have been treated with an amazing 
fairness.
Williams spent hours learning to draw upside-

down so he could sit across the table from prospective 
clients, rather than risk making them uncomfortable 
by sitting beside them.

■

It is unclear how Williams met the San Francisco 
dentist Leon Cuenin and his wife, Lillian. Williams 
designed their house at the top of Divisadero with the 
same commitment to detail that he applied in all of 
his projects. 

With a distinctly vertical orientation at the front 
facade, the tall, slender, divided light windows form 
the focal point of the Divisadero Street elevation. 
Th in, fl uted pilasters, capped with a simple capital, 
span both the upper stories and engage the roof. Th e 
delicate iron railings of the balconettes give the build-
ing its Hollywood Regency character. Th e lower story 

window has a gentle curve that further accentuates 
the railings. Th e stylized, Greek-inspired urns on the 
lower balcony railings are particularly clever. A simple, 
gabled roof covers a composition of classically inspired 
forms that has some Palladian infl uences. 

Th e interior of the house features one of Williams’ 
signature elements: a curved staircase that ascends 
from the dramatic foyer to the top fl oor, capped with 
a brilliant skylight. 

Th e Cuenins enjoyed entertaining and the house 
was soon host to many social events and parties. 
About 10 years after it was completed, the house was 
featured in an April 1950 house tour, “San Francisco 
Old and New,” which benefi ted the Bay Area Vassar 
Club. Other Modern houses on the tour included a 
Joe Esherick house at 3085 Pacifi c and, according to 
a Chronicle article highlighting the tour, Herb Caen’s 
“newly decorated Chinese Modern bachelor apart-
ment” at 290 Lombard Street on Telegraph Hill. Th e 
Cuenins’ house was described in the same Chronicle 
profi le as the “background for a priceless collection of 
authentic Regency furniture and objets d’art as well as 
their French impressionistic paintings.”

■

Th e Divisadero Street house served as the back-
drop for the whirlwind courtship and marriage of 
the Cuenins’ only daughter, Diane, to a French beau, 
Regis Tardieu, the Marquis de Meleissye. Th e Cuenins 
hosted a wedding party for the much-feted couple at 
their home in February 1952. However, by Novem-
ber 1953, the Chronicle reported that the two had 
split, noting: “the news of the defi nite break in the 
matrimonial bonds comes as a surprise.” Diane subse-
quently married George Otis Lammers, an insurance 
executive, and her parents again hosted a small party 
in their home to celebrate the occasion.

Cuenin died in 1972 and the house eventually sold 
to Gardner Mein and his wife, Elaine, known as Lani. 
Gardner Mein founded the Nob Hill Gazette and was 
an ardent preservationist who played a key role in res-
cuing the Palace of Fine Arts.

Typical of Williams’ designs, 2555 Divisadero features a curved 

staircase, pictured in Architect & Engineer in 1940.

“A tour with the owner”

VIDEO | newfi llmore.com

2390 Bush St. (at Steiner)    (415) 567-7824    Free Parking

Liturgy of the Hours (Daily)
Morning Prayer 7:15 am/Sat 8:00 am

Evening Prayer 5:00 pm

Reconciliation Sat 5:00 pm,  
Sun 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 am, 5:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Mon & Wed 8:30 am & 6 pm 
Tue & Fri 8:30 pm

The church is open for prayer all day 
and into the early evening.

5:30 pm (Saturday Vigil) 
7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am 
1:30, 5:30 & 9:00 pm

WEEKDAYS 
6:30 & 8:00 am & 5:30 pm

SATURDAY 
7:40 am Rosary, 8:00 am Mass

                     PRAYERS & SACRAMENTSMASSES                

olli.sfsu.eduBrowse all current courses, view  
upcoming events and register online. 
For more information, call 415.817.4243.

oll i  @ sf state university fall ’15

Keys to Healthy Aging:  
Be Engaged, Curious 

and Active

Courses starting October 26 include:

Song and Dance Men of the  
Silver Screen

An Introduction to the San Francisco 
Symphony’s 2015–2016 Season  

The Race to the Presidency

A City Built on Hills: San Francisco  
from its Earliest Inhabitants to the  
End of the Gold Rush

Skype, Twitter, and Facebook  
for Novices

415 - 821 - 3760  .  1031 Valencia St., San Francisco  .  jmoyerlandscaping.com
Landscape Contractor License 853919 . Pest Control License 36389

1990EST:

Specialists in Residential

Urban Landscaping
Janet Moyer Landscaping specializes in the creation of custom residential 
landscapes that address the unique challenges posed by San Francisco’s 

climate, terrain and architectural constraints.
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Underpriced home fetches a big premium
Demand for real estate in San Francisco’s most desirable neighborhoods 

remains at a fever pitch, with one recent buyer going more than the extra mile 

— or million — to seal a deal for a big-ticket home that probably should have 

been priced higher.

A spacious, four-bedroom home 

at 3621 Washington Street (left) that 

sold in early September originally 

hit the market priced just under $5 

million. While that’s a big number, the 

average sales price for a single-family 

home in Presidio Heights during the 

last year was $6.67 million. 

Here’s an even bigger number: 

$7.5 million. That was the selling 

price for 3621 Washington — nearly 

50 percent more than the original 

listing price. And that’s not even the 

largest premium paid for a home 

in Presidio Heights this year. Just 

a block away, 3475 Jackson Street sold for 54.5 percent more than its original 

listing price in March. 

In my opinion, the Washington Street home was priced too low given its 

prime location, fi ne architecture, large lot and potential for future appreciation. 

Knowledgeable agents expected the property would generate multiple offers, 

and that’s exactly what happened.

— Data and commentary provided by PATRICK BARBER, president of Pacifi c Union. 

Contact him at patrick.barber@pacunion.com or call 415-345-3001.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOME SALES

Single Family Homes BR BA PK  Sq ft  Days Date Asking Sale 

2268 Pine St  4 1 1 3,120 1 8/25/2015 2,150,000  2,340,000  

49 Moulton St  4 3 1  7 8/19/2015 2,399,000  2,800,000  

3621 Washington St  4 5 4 3,650 21 9/9/2015 4,995,000  7,500,000  

         

Condos / Co-ops / TICs / Lofts

1990 Green St #102  1 1 0 690 54 8/31/2015 925,000  900,000  

1624 Filbert St #1  1 1 1 931 53 8/27/2015 895,000  925,000  

 1855 Sacramento St #4 2 1 1 1,456 69 8/31/2015 1,199,000  1,300,000  

1835 Franklin St #1103 2 2 1 1,400 5 9/15/2015 1,495,000  1,565,000  

2205 Sacramento St #304 2 1 1 1,582 12 8/18/2015 1,395,000  1,650,000  

2484 Bush St  3 2 1 1,570 15 9/11/2015 1,400,000  1,700,000  

2245 Franklin St  2 2 1 1,243 11 9/7/2015 1,248,000  1,700,000 

2539 Clay St #5  2 2 1 1,550 16 9/4/2015 1,495,000  1,775,000  

2869 Clay St  3 2 1 1,864 48 9/4/2015 1,998,000  1,905,000 

our favorite 
new arrivals.

home consignment

shop online: WELOVELEFTOVERS.COM

O P E N  D A I LY  1 0 - 6

1350  VAN NESS  AVE

4 1 5 . 4 0 9 . 0 0 8 8

1904 FILLMORE STREET 415.771.4446
hihosilver.com

2500 CALIFORNIA (AT STEINER)  |   pacificheightschevron.com

OPEN EVERYDAY 8am - 9pm
Repair Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm 

  CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT NOW
415.567.1136 

Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY SPECIALS

Extra 10% off coupon* 

 
*No restric ons, good ‘ l 11/02/15  - no facsimiles 

San Francisco family owned—(24/7)  VitaminExpress.com or 1-800-500-0733 

415-564-8160

Visit us @1428 Irving St. 

Between 15th and 16th Avenues 
incredible selec on, fantas c prices, 
friendly & knowledgeable service! 

Choose a career you 
can’t outgrow.

Take Control. Demand More.

Dustin Ritchie
Agency Recruiting Coordinator 

Email: dustin.ritchie.sbr8@statefarm.com 
Phone: 253-912-6238 

You like talking to people and being 
a part of a team. Make the calls to 
build a business that evolves to 
help customers protect what’s 
important to them as a State 
Farm® agent. With the 
support of a Fortune 500 
company, this calling is 
one of a kind. 

Take your career to  
a better state.



SEE OUR PROGRESS  
in the Fillmore Area

Together, Building
a Better California pge.com/SeeOurProgress
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SEE THE FACTS  
IN SAN FRANCISCO

At PG&E, our customers are our neighbors. The communities we serve as 

PG&E employees are where we live and work too. 

That’s why we’re investing $5 billion this year to enhance pipeline safety and 

strengthen our gas and electric infrastructure across northern and central 

California. It’s why we’re helping people and businesses gain energy efficiencies 

to help reduce their bills. It’s why we’re focused on developing the next 

generation of clean, renewable energy systems.  

Together, we are working to enhance pipeline safety and strengthen our gas 

and electric infrastructure—for your family and ours.

My-Linh Nguyen  
Senior New Business Representative 
HAYES VALLEY RESIDENT

I manage and coordinate the 
installation of new gas and electric 
services. The most exciting part 
about my job is that I have the 
opportunity to work with local 
business owners and play a 
part in the development of their 
businesses, which contribute to 
the growth of our San Francisco 
neighborhoods.

Replaced approximately 28 miles 
of gas transmission pipeline 

Invested more than $443 million 
into electrical improvements 

Connected more than 5,100 
rooftop solar installations 



As our Mayor, Ed Lee got it done.  

He cut unemployment rates 

and invested in our neighborhood 

commercial districts.  

Now he’s working every day to 

keep San Francisco a place where 

everyone belongs.

Supervisor Jane Kim

Supervisor Katy Tang

Supervisor Norman Yee

Supervisor Scott Wiener

California Democratic Party Chair John Burton

Unions:

International Federation of Professional and 

Technical Engineers Local 21

Laborers Local 261

Municipal Executives Association

Police Officers Association

San Francisco Building and Construction Trades

Service Employees International Union Local 87

Teamster Joint Council 7

UA Local 38, Plumbers & Pipefitters

United Educators of San Francisco

United Food and Commercial Workers Local 648

Elected Officials:

Governor Jerry Brown

Senator Dianne Feinstein

House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi

Congresswoman Jackie Speier

Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom

Attorney General Kamala Harris

Controller Betty Yee

Board of Equalization Member Fiona Ma

Assemblymember David Chiu

Assemblymember Phil Ting

District Attorney George Gascon

Treasurer José Cisneros

Assessor-Recorder Carmen Chu

Board of Supervisors President London Breed

Supervisor Julie Christensen

Supervisor Malia Cohen

Supervisor Mark Farrell

Political Clubs and Organizations:

Alice B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club

Asian Pacific Democratic Club

District 5 Democratic Club

FDR Democratic Club

Mission Democratic Club

Raoul Wallenberg Jewish Democratic Club

San Francisco Democratic County Central 

Committee

San Francisco Young Democrats

SF Moderates

SF Tech Dems

SFSU College Democrats

Westside Chinese Democratic Club

Willie B. Kennedy Democratic Club

MAYOR LEE IS ALSO SUPPORTED BY:

PLEASE JOIN SUPERVISOR LONDON BREED 

AND LT. GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM IN 

SUPPORTING MAYOR LEE’S RE-ELECTION.

Mayor Ed Lee.
Working for the Fillmore
and all of San Francisco.

PAID FOR BY ED LEE FOR MAYOR 2015, FPPC #1373497 Paid Political Advertisement. Financial Disclosures available at sfethics.org


